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SIMPLIFY EDITORIALS

1.1 Strengthening Water Security in a Water-Stressed India
Syllabus: Geography [GS 1], Environment & Ecology [GS 3]

Context:

India is experiencing an unprecedented situation of water security. While public
discourse traditionally relies on the monsoon to replenish reserves, climate change
has severely disrupted historical rainfall patterns. Monsoon is becoming more
extreme, with intense short bouts of rain and long dry periods. This erratic
distribution prevents effective soil absorption and natural aquifer recharge, proving
that meteorological events alone cannot solve India's structural water deficits. The
country has about 18% of the world's human population but only 4% of the world's
renewable freshwater resources.

Structural Drivers of India’s Water Stress:

e Agricultural Distortions and Crop Choices: Agriculture is responsible for
more than 80% to 85% of the usage of available freshwater in India. The
legacy of the Green Revolution, supported by a set of distortive Minimum
Support Price (MSP) procurement policies and highly subsidized or free
electricity, encourages water-intensive crops like sugarcane and paddy
cultivation in water-scarce areas like Punjab, Haryana and Western
Maharashtra.

e Unregulated Groundwater Exploitation: India consumes most groundwater
than all the other countries of the world together, more than 50% of the
annual extraction in the country is unregulated. In the absence of firm legal
title to underground resources, the competition for and unregulated drilling
are common. This reckless extraction results in the depletion of huge
aquifer bodies and creates geogenic contamination like widespread arsenic
and fluoride poisoning in rural water supplies.

e Urbanization and Infrastructure Mismanagement: Rapid, unplanned urban
expansion has led to the encroachment and destruction of natural recharge
zones, wetlands, and floodplains. At the same time, the cities are releasing
huge quantities of untreated domestic waste into the streams, to which the
surface water is unsuitable, and have to depend on deep borewells and
private tanker gangs.

Policy Shifts: Transitioning from Supply to Demand Management

Historical engineering solutions were largely concerned with expanding the
supply of water through large dams, canals and ambitious river linking projects.
Water governance needs a fundamental paradigm shift from demand management
to resource efficiency and behavioural change in structures.
Agricultural Policy Alignment
e Incentivized Crop Diversification: For arid areas, State procurement
policies must incentivize increased production of climate resilient crops
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like millets, pulses and oilseeds compared to water intensive crops like
sugarcane.

Micro-Irrigation Scaling: It is important to rationalize the scheme of
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) - Per Drop More Crop
and ensure that this is available to smallholder farmers without any
bureaucratic delays.

Groundwater Governance and Community Ownership

Participatory aquifer management: Scaling up community-led initiatives
such as Atal Bhujal Yojana to map local aquifers and create village water
security budgets.

Legal Decoupling: Create reformed property rights based on the old
colonial era law to separate ownership with the right to extract water
underground without restrictions.

Creating a Circular Water Economy

Industrial and Urban Recycling (IUR): Application of strict regulations to
industries and mega-residential complexes to treat and use graywater for
purposes other than potable water.

Sponge Cities'" Infrastructure: Nature based solution to restore urban
wetlands, institutionalize rainwater harvesting and introduce permeable
pavements.

Institutional & Legislative Frameworks:

The Challenge of Fragmented Governance: Water is a State Subject (List
I1, Entry 17) under the Indian Constitution, and the Central Government
has limited power to enforce uniform national measures. In addition, there
is policy friction and delays in implementation due to the fragmentation in
water administration across multiple overlapping ministries and
departments.

Critical Legislative Reforms:

o National Water Framework Bill: Adoption of a single, all-
encompassing bill to provide a common set of guiding principles for
equitable and sustainable inter-state water sharing.

o Empowered River Basin Authorities: Beyond political conflict, from
administrative boundaries to ecological boundaries, by establishing
independent, scientific Basin Authorities.

Way Forward:

India needs to move away from the perception of water as an infinite free good of
nature and towards water as a limited and valuable economic asset. Sustainable
water security requires a combination of bottom-up community engagement and
top-down policy enforcement, including enforcing water auditing for industries
and pollution penalties. Resilience of water infrastructure is not only a matter of
the environment, but a key precondition for macro-economic stability, industrial
development and food sovereignty in India.

Source: The Hindu
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1.2 Taj Mahal Temple Dispute
Syllabus: Art & Culture [GS 1], Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The Allahabad High Court recently invited the Central Government and
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to provide answers. This move came after
a challenge to the decision of Agra trial court which had not appointed an
Advocate Commissioner to survey the Taj Mahal. The petitioners wanted to call
the UNESCO World Heritage Site a Hindu temple, and thus revive the historical
and legal debate which has been ongoing for years.

Historical Origins of the Claim:

e Purushottam Nagesh Oak (P.N. Oak) made the claim that, "Taj Mahal was
originally a Hindu Temple called "Tejo Mahal".

e Theories of Oak have been universally rejected in the scientific
community, including those of professional historians, structural engineers
and archaeologists.

e Incorrect Methodology: Speculative linguistic word play is used in the
arguments, and there is no primary source documentation of the argument.

Recorded Historical Evidence of Indo-Islamic Origin:

The monument was constructed by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan as his wife

Mumtaz Mahal's grave.There is an abundance of contemporary evidence that the
monument was built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan to serve as a memorial

to his wife Mumtaz Mahal.

1. Primary Literary Sources

e Mughal Chronicles: Detailed accounts exist in official court histories,
including the Badshahnama by Abdul Hamid Lahori.

e Administrative Records: Royal decrees (farmans) record the purchase of
marble, wages paid to artisans and the everyday costs of construction.

e Foreign Accounts: Contemporary European travelers, such as Jean-
Baptiste Tavernier and Frangois Bernier, documented the ongoing
construction during their visits to Agra.

2. Material and Archaeological Evidence

e Epigraphic Proof: the monument also has a lot of Quranic calligraphy by
Amanat Khan al-Shirazi that is part of the structural masonry of the
monument.

e Archaeological excavations: There is no scientific excavation or structural
study by the ASI which yielded any remains of the complex showing any
medieval Hindu temple.

The Debate regarding sealed rooms:

e The Claim: The advocates of the temple theory say that the rooms in the
basement of the Taj Mahal, which are always closed, hold Hindu symbols
and images.

e The Reality: The ASI has officially confirmed these "under-the-roof™
rooms are locked only for the "structural conservation" by signing and
submitting official court affidavits.
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Structural Integrity: Restricting public access to the building reduces the
humidity fluctuations, which helps to stabilize the building's foundation

pillars and to prevent the lime plaster from deteriorating rapidly.

Legal Context: Places of Worship Act 1991

Section 3: The Act prevents conversion of any place of worship even if it
was changed from its religious use on August 15, 1947.

Section 4(2): "All civil actions for altering the character of a place of
worship pending in any court shall be abated.

The Ancient Monuments Exception: Section 5 clearly provides that
monuments under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, are not covered under the provisions of the Central
Jute Act, 1882, and so the Taj Mahal is a regular choice for loopholes in
the law.

Social Flashpoints:

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed in 2022 to open the 22 locked
rooms was rejected by the High Court, which reprimanded the petitioners
for the misuse of the judicial system.

In 2024, right-wing activists tried to carry out religious ceremonies,
including pouring Gangajal (holy water into the Ganges), at the
monument, which is not in line with the security protocol in place at the
monument.

Societal Impact: This conflict has continued for years, showing the power
of pseudohistory when certain political, social and digital media conditions
exist.

Source: The Hindu
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1.3 Linking Women’s Income & Preventing Healthcare
Syllabus: Social Issues [GS 2]

Context:

Recent research has found that enabling women's economic empowerment has a
clear impact on household health. Families allocate less money to reactionary
health care when women earn more in their households. Instead, the additional
funds are funneled into preventive health care, such as healthy food and fitness,
reducing overall expenditures for health care.

Key Economic & Epidemiological Shifts:

e The formalization of women's work, digital payments and policy changes
have helped steadily increase the number of women in the workforce in
recent years.

e Epidemiological Transition: India's battle against the rising tide of chronic
lifestyle diseases such as diabetes and hypertension. These diseases have a
heavy economic burden on families.

The EPF Reform as a Case Study:

The link can be seen in the case of the 2018 reform of the Employees' Provident
Fund (EPF).
e The Policy: The reform reduced mandatory provident fund contributions
for newly employed women from 12% to 8%.
e The Income Effect: This increased women's after-tax wages, but did not
change their wages before taxes.
e Health Outcomes: The study revealed that female-led households which
were the beneficiaries of this policy spent about 11.6% less on healthcare
compared to those that were not.

How Women Manage Healthcare Spending:

In the past, policymakers gauged health progress by making more hospitals and
spending more money on health. But women's empowerment shifts the priorities
of family expenditures in different ways:
e Focus on Prevention: Rather than waiting for family members to get sick,
women tend to use additional income to reduce future health risks.
e Dietary Investments: Expenditure reduces on prescription medicines and
doctor's visits but improves on quality of nutrition.
e Proactive Wellness: money spent on activities that support long term
wellness (physical fitness).

Broader Societal Implications:

Directing income to women has a "multiplier effect" on social development.

e Household Decision Making: Research shows that women who contribute
to the household income and are responsible for household finances have
an increased voice in key household decisions, such as health care and
children's wellbeing.
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e Shift to Proactive Health: By focusing on wellness over a longer time
horizon, women help their families avoid high out-of-pocket medical

expenses.
e Reduced Financial Burdens: Lower healthcare costs mean families have

more money to spend on education, savings, and future investments.

Conclusion:

Health policy can be successfully used as economic policy. Raising the financial
status of women is not only an economic benefit, it also empowers families to
make better economic choices, such as focusing on prevention rather than
treatment for illness.

Source: The Hindu
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1.4 SIR in Manipur: Risks of Electoral Exclusion
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls by the Election Commission
of India (ECI) in strife-torn Manipur risks disenfranchising thousands. In a state
fractured by ethnic conflict and mass displacement, executing an intensive voter
roll revision without adequate safeguards for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)
threatens to institutionalize political exclusion.

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR):

The Process: The ECI carries out the SIR to keep voters informed about
updates, eliminate dead/deupiled names and add names of citizens who are
now eligible to vote.

State Execution: The process in Manipur is done by the block-level
officers (BLOs) who collect forms door to door.

The Goal: The Official Purpose is to keep the electoral rolls accurate and
maintain electoral process integrity.

The Crisis: Disproportionality Deletions

Draft Electoral Roll: After the enumeration process, the Electoral
Commission of India (ECI) released the draft electoral roll for Manipur.
The statistics indicate a substantial proportion of which were not collected.
Hill vs. Valley Discrepancy: The hill areas, primarily inhabited by the
Kuki-Zo and Naga communities, recorded a disproportionately high
number of deletions and uncollected enumeration forms compared to the
Meitei-dominated Imphal Valley.

The Core Issue: The unequal data collection undermines equitable political
representation. In the next elections, it threatens to silence the marginalised
groups for good.

Why the SIR Risks Pathways to Exclusion?

Disenfranchisement of IDPs: More than 50,000 IDPs are still living in
relief camps or have left the state as a result of heightened ethnic violence.
Displaced citizens are no longer able to access their home, official
documents. If there is no dedicated and flexible enumeration mechanism
these IDPs are effectively barred from the electoral list.

Administrative and Social Bias: The civil society organization, especially
the Kuki Inpi Manipur (KIM) and Indigenous Tribal Leaders' Forum
(ITLF) has raised concerns. They are worried about this exercise
potentially reinforcing the divisions created by ethnic violence.

Lack of Conducive Ground Realities: verification is carried out door-to-
door in an intensive manner which demands freedom of movement and
normal administration. This top-down process can institutionalize unequal
access to the vote in a state that lacks democratic machinery, has a broken
social fabric and divided territories.
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The Way Forward:

e Special Mechanisms for IDPs: The ECI should establish special voting
facilities and simplified documentation camps in and around relief zones.

e The Claims and Objections Period: It is an important period of protection.
The ECI should be proactive in publicizing this window to make sure
genuine voters who did not get their forms at the door-to-door can exercise
their constitutional right.

e Transparency and Consensus: The ECI should establish trust among all
ethnic groups. While the state is restoring civic normalcy, the dangers of
doing an election-related exercise are that it could exacerbate the
psychological and political divide between the State and its people.

Source: The Hindu
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1.5 All India Survey on Higher Education
Syllabus: Education, Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The Union Ministry of Education has announced the reports on the All India
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE). It is an annual web-based survey, which is
the main source of official statistics for policy making and monitoring of the
tertiary education system in India.

Context & Overview of AISHE:

e Genesis: Launched in 2010—-11 by the Ministry of Education.

e Nodal Scheme: conducted under Higher Education Statistics & Public
Information System (HESPIS).

e Methodology: Web-based Data Capture Format (DCF) with participation
consistently above 90%.

e Scope: Three types of institutions are evaluated: Universities, Colleges and
Standalone Institutions.

e Parameters: Student enrolments, teacher demographics, infrastructural
facilities, financial indicators.

Key Findings & Statistical Highlights:

1. Student Enrollment Trends

e Gross Enrollment: It was an unprecedented 4.50 crore. This is in line with
an upward trend from 2014-15 which grew by 31.5%.

e Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER): The national GER (percentage of the
population aged 18-23 enrolled in higher education) touched 30%.

2. Gender Parity and Inclusivity

e Female Participation: The overall female enrolment increased by a huge
margin of 2.24 crore. More female students enrolled than males (42.2%).

e The Gender Parity Index (GPI): For the past seven years, the national GPI
has been above 1.0, currently at 1.08. This means that there are higher
proportions of female students at the higher level of learning.

e Female GER: The female GER is higher than the male GER at 31.2%.

e Social Inclusion: There has been a significant increase in enrolment in
disadvantaged groups with Scheduled Tribes (ST) having increased by
75.7% since 2014-15.

3. Faculty Network and STEM Progress

e STEM Domain: The number of students enrolled in courses related to
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) reached 1.02
crore. Most significantly, there was a consistent increase in the percentage
of women in STEM, from 40% to 44%.

e Academic Workforce: The number of teachers across the country has
increased to 17.32 lakh. Women make up 44.9% (7.78 lakh) of the
teaching strength of the country.

4. Institutional Landscape

e Geographical Equity: This is reflected in the practice of 43% of

universities and 61.4% of colleges being located in rural areas.
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Density Hubs: Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Rajasthan
remain the top states by total college count.

Strategic Implications:

Demographic Dividend: Rising enrollment converts India's young
population into high-utility human capital.

Women empowerment: increase in the number of women graduating
enhances their economic independence and leadership.

Institutional Equity: Institutions in rural pockets directly close the regional
gaps as infrastructural equity.

Persistent Structural Challenges:

The Quality-Scale Tradeoft: Historically, the physics of growth has been
focusing on enrollment numbers rather than top international academic
standards.

Faculty Vacum: The higher institutes are still suffering from the problem
of qualified and permanent faculty vacancies.

Research and Innovation Gap: Research and Development (R&D)
investment in the country is very low (around 0.7% of GDP) and it is
impacting the university's ability to generate patents and undertake deep
tech innovations.

Employability Crisis: Curricula are far from up to date, creating a huge
mismatch between what is taught in the classroom and what is needed on
the job.

Way Forward for India:

Expand Public Funding: Raise government spending to the target of 6% of
GDP to improve infrastructure.

Research Incentivisation: Make it more operational frameworks such as
Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) to initiate a research
culture in state universities.

Vocational Modernisation: incorporate vocational training, artificial
intelligence and skill based qualifications with market demands.

Enhance the Accreditation System: Improve the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) in order to effectively audit not performing
satisfactory colleges.

Source: The Hindu
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

2.1 Political Economy of Temples in Medieval India
Syllabus: History [GS 1]

Context:

The destruction of temples in medieval India remains a sensitive topic in politics
and society. Recent historical works suggest that many temples served not just as
religious buildings but also as hubs of political power, wealth, and royal
legitimacy, and were therefore prime targets in any conflict between competing
kingdoms.

Key Highlights:

The issue of destruction of the Temples during Medieval India is one of the most
discussed topics in Indian History. In some cases, religious reasons were cited, but
historians are more and more pushing a broader political power, state formation
and economic control agenda to explain the phenomenon. The temple was not only
a place of worship, but also a focus of wealth and royal authority and a place of
administration.

Historical Context:

e In the medieval period, the temples were used for the following:
o Religious institutions.
o Centres of economic activity.
o Major landholders.
o Treasures of the royal house.
o Symbols of dynastic authority.
e To attack a royal temple was not only a religious act, but also a declaration
of the enemy's defeat of the ruling dynasty.

Why was the Temple Politically Important?

e Centres of Economic Power
o Temples had extensive estates of land.
o They were given liberal royal grants.
o They employed priests, artisans, scholars and labourers.
o They served as local economic bodies.
e Symbols of Political Legitimacy
o Kings set up temples to show their power.
o Itincreased the legitimacy of ruling dynasties by royal patronage.
o Such symbolic attacks on a royal temple were often used to bring
about victory in a kingdom.
e Repositories of Wealth
o Temples gained gold, silver and benefactions.
o During military campaigns, they were made targets and became
attractive.
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Views of Historians:

e Mohammad Habib
o Made the point that rulers, such as Mahmud of Ghazni, needed vast
resources to maintain professional armies.
o When troops went on campaign, rich temples were targets of
economic warfare.
e D.N.Jha
o Emphasized the importance of local political coalitions.
o Invaders defeated the middle ages occasionally because of the
backing of rival local rulers and factions.
e Richard Eaton
o Proved that Muslims rulers aren't alone in the practice of temple
desecration.
o Temples associated with rival kingdoms were also attacked by the
Hindu dynasties.
o Examples:
= Pallavas defeated Chalukyas and got rid of the icons from the
temples.
= The image was taken by the Rashtrakutas.
= Temple idols from conquered kingdoms were brought to India
by the Cholas as tokens of their conquests.
e Irfan Habib and Tarapada Mukherjee
o Evidence for Mughal patronage of temples, particularly in the reign
of Akbar.
o Temples in Vrindavan were highlighted and granted protection.

Temple Destruction during Different Periods:

e Delhi Sultanate
o Temple destruction was targeted and not widespread.
o Primarily happened in areas where new political powers took over
from older ruling groups.
o Temples dedicated to the vanquished rulers were targets.
e Mughal Empire
o Akbar (1556—-1605)
= Promoted religious accommodation.
= QGranted land and protection to temples.
= Enhanced linkages with Rajputs and local elites via patronage
of temples.
o Jahangir and Shah Jahan
= Maintained much of the policy of accommodation.
= Sometimes, the will of the temple was destroyed in the
service of politics in the case of political revolts.
o Aurangzeb
= Ordered demolition of important temples such as:
»= The temple of Keshav Rai was built at Mathura in 1670.
= Kashi Vishwanath Temple, Banaras (1669) is located here.
o Historians say these were frequently linked to political unrest and
rebellions and challenges to imperial rule.
o At the same time, some temples received imperial protection and
land grants.
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Major Factors behind Temple Attacks:

Political conquest.

Assertion of sovereignty.
Suppression of rebellion.

Gain by seizing property.

In some cases religious ideology.

Significance in the context of Indian History:

Emphasized the close linkage between religion and political power in
Medieval India.

Shows that history can be motivated by multiple causes.

Promotes information-based comprehension rather than "black and white"
thinking.

Facilitates the comprehension of the process of the formation of states in
pre-modern India.

Challenges in Interpretation:

Modern identities are put forward for medieval events and events in
present day political debate.

People with different interpretations of historical evidence have polarized
narratives.

The complexity of history is often forgotten.

Way Forward:

Encourage the study of history based on facts.

Promote the use of archaeological, inscriptional and textual sources in
conjunction.

Differentiate between political actions and religious doctrines.

Fostered a historical perspective in keeping with constitutional principles
and scholarly study.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Underline the changes in the field of society and economy from the Rig Vedic
to the later VVedic period. (2024)
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2.2 Extreme Heatwaves in United States
Syllabus: Ecology [GS 3]

Context:

A heat dome has blanketed the U.S., resulting in a very hot summer period, and
climate change is making these extreme weather events more intense and common.

Key Highlights:

In the summer of 2026, the USA is in the middle of a historic and
unprecedented heat wave.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) reported
that temperatures are 10—-20°F warmer than average in many areas.

This event is believed to be caused by a combination of a persistent heat
dome and climate change that is being driven by human causes over time.
The same weather pattern is also to blame for the extreme heat in Europe
recently.

What’s a Heat Dome?

A heat dome is a meteorological event in which a high-pressure system
builds up and persists over an area for several days or weeks, causing the
temperature to stay high.

This sinking air makes itself warmer and denser by displacing the cooler
air from rising.

This diminishes cloud coverage and rainfall, which allows the sun's
radiation to reach the surface.

Weak winds also inhibit the release of the trapped heat, leading to
prolonged periods of extreme temperatures.

What makes Climate Change worse for Heat Domes?

Heat domes are a natural weather phenomenon, but with climate change,
they are becoming more intense.

As the global climate warms, the heat waves will be even hotter as the
baseline heat increases.

Warm nights make it harder for the body to cool down from the heat of the
day, making people more vulnerable to health risks.

The World Weather Attribution project has found that some of the heat
domes have been made much more likely by human-induced climate
change.

NASA has also seen a dramatic increase in the number of heatwaves and
the length of these events, and this trend has been occurring in the last 40
years.

Major Impacts:

More cases of heat-related illness, dehydration, and heat-related death.
Higher number and intensity of wildfires because of dry vegetation.
Stresses on electricity grids due to greater electricity consumption required
for cooling.
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e Crops are stunted and water supplies are inadequate to support agricultural
production.

e Increased demand for water in times of drought.

e Loss in labour productivity, particularly for outdoor occupations.

Global Significance:

e Heat domes are increasingly occurring on several continents.

e A similar pattern is taking place in Europe today, called the “Omega-
Block™ because of the blocking of hot air over Europe.

e Such occurrences, occurring more and more frequently, emphasize the
need for adaptation and mitigation measures around the globe to address
climate change.

Way Forward:

e Improve Heat Action Plans in areas at risk.

e Improve early warning systems using satellite-based weather forecasting.

e Increase the extent of urban green infrastructure to mitigate UHI effects.

e Encourage climate-smart city planning and climate-smart cooling.

e Promote the use of renewables and reduction of greenhouse gases.

e Improve international cooperation and disaster preparedness and
adaptation to climate change.

Conclusion:

e Heat domes illustrate the increasing risks of natural processes in the
atmosphere, as they are affected by climate change.

e With continuing warming, extreme hot events are likely to be more
frequent, more intense and longer in duration.

e Arange of scientific forecasting, resilient infrastructure, robust public
health measures and global climate action will be critical to reducing
future risks.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Bring out the causes for the formation of heat islands in the urban habitat of
the world. (2013)

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

2.3 Unfolding Crisis in India’s Fisheries Sector
Syllabus: Economy, Agriculture [GS 3]

Context:

India is the third largest fish producing country in the world, accounting for about
8% of the total fish production. Its contribution is more than 28 million livelihoods,
and it is also a source of cheap protein. But structural problems, environmental
degradation and policy vacuums have created a deep crisis, however, that poses a
long-term sustainability threat.

Ecological & Environmental Crisis:

Marine Resource Depletion

e Overfishing: Mechanised trawlers dominate coastal waters, catching fish
faster than stocks can naturally replenish.

e Juvenile Catch: Use of destructive gear such as purse seine nets catches
juvenile fish, thus interfering with the breeding cycle.

e Loss of Biodiversity: Commercial fishing of specific fish species has
resulted in reduced premium fish stocks such as pomfret, mackerel and
forced fishers to dive deeper into the sea.

Climate Change and Pollution

e Ocean Warming: Sea surface temperatures are increasing, causing marine
species to shift their ranges to cooler, deeper waters, which is changing
traditional fishing areas.

e Ocean Acidification: The extra carbon capture adversely affects the coral
reef and marine environments, which in turn impacts fish breeding
habitats.

e Pollution: Industrial effluents, plastic wastes and agricultural runoff
actually lead to "dead zones" at the coast which results in the death of
marine life.

Socio-Economic Vulnerabilities:

The Deepening Aquaculture Crisis

e Monoculture Risks: The country's major inland aquaculture species are
Tiger Shrimp (Penaeus monodon) and Pacific White Shrimp (Litopenaeus
vannamei).

e Disease Outbreaks: Most shrimp farms are monocultures, which makes
them highly susceptible to devastating outbreaks of viruses, resulting in
significant financial losses.

e Input Costs: Increasing costs of good fish feed, seed and electricity have
reduced margins of small scale fish farmers.

Traditional vs. Mechanised Conflict

e Capital Disparity: There is a dominance of large, mechanised trawlers
owned by rich operators over the traditional and small scale fishers.

e Income Inequality: Traditional fishers are pushed further into poverty as
near-shore catch rates rapidly decline.

Geopolitical Hazards

e Indo-Sri Lankan Conflicts: The Palk Strait remains a flashpoint where the
Sri Lankan Navy regularly arrests Indian fishers for cross-border
poaching.
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e Sir Creek Disputes: Unmarcated maritime boundaries near Pakistan lead to
frequent detentions of Indian fishers, stripping families of their sole
breadwinners.

Structural & Policy Deficiencies:

Infrastructure Gaps

e Post Harvest Losses: Due to poor cold chain infrastructure, lack of
refrigerated transport and unhygienic landing centres, the catch can be lost
in terms of post harvest losses up to 20-25% before reaching the
consumers.

e Market Exploitation: Small fishers have not got direct market access and
are forced to depend on middle-men who purchase the fish at low prices
and sell at high price premiums.

Regulatory and Enforcement Loopholes

e Weak Legal Enforcement: The Marine Fishing Regulation Acts (MFRAs)
are in place on paper, but there is a lack of manpower and patrol boats to
implement seasonal fishing ban and mesh-size regulations.

e Solutions: Inland fisheries experience unclear leasing policies for
community ponds which create conflicts and unused water bodies.

Way Forward: Strategies for Sustainability

Sustainable Fishing Practices
e Regulations: Prohibit destructive fishing techniques (such as bottom
trawling) and enforce fishing holidays.
e Increase community involvement in the monitoring and management of
coastal areas, through “co-management” approaches.
Infrastructure and Diversification
e Modernizing the Fish Supply Chains: Invest in solar-powered cold storage
units at fish landing centers and reduce wastage after fish production.
e Species Diversification: Encourage cultivation of other species such as
shrimp, sea bass, tilapia and seaweed.
Blue Economy Integration
e Marine Spatial Planning: Establish a clear space for fishing, conservation
and industrial operations to minimise conflicts and help protect the
ecology.
e International Diplomacy: Develop bilateral agreements with Sri Lanka and
Pakistan on the safety and humanitarian treatment of fishers who stray into
other countries' waters.

Source: The Hindu

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. Discuss the significance of the fisheries sector in India's Blue Economy. What
are the major challenges hindering its sustainable growth? Suggest suitable
policy measures.
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2.4 Three-Nation Tour: Advancing Act East through Ocean Diplomacy
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

India's foreign policy has taken a major leap forward with the Prime Minister's
visit to Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand. The visit represents a shift in focus
from a purely economic dimension to the 'Act East Policy' as a comprehensive
maritime and security-related policy.

Strategic Objectives: Focus Areas

1. Strengthening Indo-Pacific Maritime Security

e Securing Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCSs): India aims to ensure free,
open, and inclusive navigation across the Indian Ocean and the Pacific.

e Countering Assertiveness: The tour serves to reinforce a rules-based
international order, balancing unilateral geopolitical expansions in the
region.

e Information Sharing: Enhancing Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)
through coastal radar networks and real-time data sharing.

2. Enhance Trade and Economic Integration

e SCR: Minimizing reliance on manufacturing hubs in one country and
building alternative supply chains.

e Increasing Trade Agreements: Consideration and ratification of
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPASs), bilateral free
trade deals.

3. Defense and Defense-Technology Cooperation

e Joint Military Exercises: Scaling up the scope and depth of bilateral and
multilateral war games.

e Interoperability: Improve sharing of defense logistics and investigate joint
development of defense equipment.

Bilateral Dimensions & Geopolitical Value:

Indonesia: Anchor of ASEAN
e Geostrategic Proximity: Indonesia is located on key chokepoints such as
Malacca Strait. Joint development of the port of Sabang is still India's
priority.
e Strategic Partnership: Improving security cooperation, including in the
areas of counter-terrorism, maritime security and Blue Economy.
Australia: The Quad Pillar
e (Quadrilateral Convergence: Enhancing cooperation between India,
Australia, US and Japan for a stable region.
e Critical Minerals Partnership: Securing stable supply chains for lithium,
cobalt, and rare earth elements crucial for India’s green energy transition.
e FEconomic Cooperation: Maximising the benefits of the Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) and working toward a full
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA).
New Zealand: Expanding the Horizon
e Untapped Trade Potential: Revitalising bilateral trade talks, focusing on
agriculture, dairy technology, tourism and higher education.
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e Pacific Island Diplomacy: Partnering with Wellington to enhance
engagement with small Pacific Island nations under the FIPIC (Forum for
India-Pacific Islands Cooperation) framework.

The Relevance of ‘Ocean Diplomacy’:

e SAGAR Vision: India's vision of 'Security and Growth for All in the
Region' is operationalised during the tour.

e Integrated Maritime Strategy: Linking the IOSA security architecture with
the wider Pacific Ocean dynamic.

e Climate and Disaster Management: Concerted action for climate
resilience, illegal fishing countermeasures and disaster relief operations
(HADR).

Challenges to Address:

e The Balancing Act: How can ASEAN and Pacific countries deal with the
economic ties of their respective superpowers without straining relations?

e Trade Deficits: Side-stepping domestic agricultural sensitivities
(particularly dairy, NZ) and promoting free trade.

e Implementation Bottlenecks: Addressing the issue of timely delivery of
infrastructure and defense projects in comparison to their counterparts
from the region.

Way Forward for India:

It is imperative that India maintains this momentum in diplomacy and turn the
bilateral plans into concrete projects in the sea. Institutional building is also
crucial and will be the key to ensuring that India becomes a trusted security
provider and a net economic contributor in the Indo-Pacific region, particularly
through IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association) and ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) —led frameworks.

Source: The Hindu, BS

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
Q. Discuss the significance of India's Act East Policy in strengthening maritime
diplomacy and advancing its strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific.
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2.5 Chita Andolan over Ken-Betwa Rehabilitation
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2], Environment & Infrastructure [GS 3]

Context:

The Pyre Protest or Chita Andolan, which was started in July 2026 on the banks of
Barana River in Madhya Pradesh, resumed. Tribal women and local farmers are
protesting severe delays and irregularities in rehabilitation, compensation, and
resettlement caused by the Ken—Betwa Link Project (KBLP).

Understanding the ‘Chita Andolan’:

The Chita Andolan is an extreme type of peaceful, symbolic protest by the tribal
groups mainly Gond and Kol, along with the Jai Kisan Sangathan.
Nature of the Protest

e Symbolism: Protesters lie or sit next to funeral pyres with the phrase
"Provide us justice or death".

e Core Philosophy: Forcing their way out of the ancestral lands, the thick
forests and river ecosystems are a cultural, social and economic death
sentence.

Core Grievances

e Forced Evictions: Villagers allege forced house demolitions by authorities
before setting up basic infrastructure at resettlement sites.

e Faulty Remuneration: There is a lot of criticism about the monetary
compensation received being inadequate to buy comparable land with
fertile agricultural potential in the market.

e Exclusion from Lists: Thousands of affected families, including newly
created nuclear households were initially not placed on official
Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R) lists.

Profile of the Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP):

The KBLP is India's first major project of interlinking rivers as part of the
National Perspective Plan.
e Objective: To divert the "surplus" water from Ken River basin to Betwa
River basin, the "deficit" river basin.
e Target Region: Water scarcity in the Bundelkhand area in two districts of
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
e Core Infrastructure: Building of the Daudhan Dam (77-metres high) on the
Ken River and canal network (221-km) construction.
e Expected Benefits: Irrigation of 10.62 lakh hectares, drinking water for 62
lakh people, and generation of 103 MW of hydropower.

Socio-Economic Dimensions of the Protest:

The "Chita Andolan" serves as a reminder of the steep price tag of large-scale
infrastructure investments in terms of human lives lost:

e Scale of Displacement: The Daudhan dam is likely to engulf several
villages resulting in displacement of more than 6,600 families in
Chhatarpur and Panna districts.

e Compromised Rehabilitation: The affected communities claim the
administration has not offered a "land-for-land" resettlement plan. Forced
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evictions occur during monsoons without financial packages or alternative
housing solutions, according to families.

Failure to protect Tribal Rights: Protesters allege ‘community
involvement’ was not meaningful. The Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, is a
critical issue in connection with the fabricated Gram Sabhas which have
been a matter of serious allegations.

State action: The local administration has taken measures to restrict
assembly and to block food and water supply to protest sites, such as
Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).

Ecological Concerns:

Habitat loss: Submergence of parts of Panna Tiger Reserve threatens
wildlife.

Deforestation: Large-scale tree loss risks biodiversity.

Water concerns: Uncertainty over Ken River's surplus due to climate
change.

Way Forward:

Implement and follow the Statutory Frameworks: Comply with the Right
to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013.

Decentralised water management: Rather than mega-dams, the
rehabilitation of the traditional water tanks of the Chandela, farm ponds
and local check dams are a less-displacing and more cost effective method
of water management in Bundelkhand.

Independent Environmental Auditing: An objective, reviewed
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will examine forest clearances to
weigh up the needs for infrastructure provision against the environmental
commitments to conservation.

Source: TOI

UPSC Practice Question:
Q. Consider the following statements about the Ken—Betwa Link Project:

1.

2.

3.

4.

The project aims to generate hydroelectric power from the combined flow
of both rivers.

Maharashtra and Karnataka are the principal beneficiary states of the
project.

It is the first river-linking project taken up under the National Perspective
Plan.

The project is likely to affect the Panna Tiger Reserve.

How many of the statements given above are correct?

[A] Only one
[B] Only two
[C] Only three
[D] All four

Ans- B
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2.6 India-Indonesia Sign Key Strategic Agreements
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

During their landmark bilateral talks in Jakarta, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto signed and witnessed the
exchange of multiple strategic agreements to drastically elevate the India—
Indonesia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

Key Pillars of the Bilateral Framework:

1. Strategic Defense and Security Architecture

e BrahMos & Astra Missile Sales: The finalised agreement to export
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles and Astra air-to-air missiles shifts
India from a traditional defense importer to a key regional exporter.

e Sabang Port Connectivity: Deep seaport of Sabang is to be developed
jointly and makes India close to the Strait of Malacca. It is a geopolitical
balancing force between the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in India and
Southeast Asia.

e Institutional Frameworks: Maritime safety measures and organized Cyber
Security Dialogues are expanded, enabling more real-time intelligence
sharing to combat transnational threats.

e Maritime & Disaster Management: Signed protocol extension on maritime
safety, as well as the cyber security and counter-terrorism and disaster
relief pacts.

2. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) and Technology Convergence

e Cross-Border Fintech Integration: Linking India's Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) with the Quick Response Code Indonesian Standard
(QRIS) enhances digital financial inclusivity and reduces reliance on third-
party settlement currencies.

e Democracy Technology Export: India’s technical assistance in developing
Indonesia-specific Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) expands India's
soft power by exporting its democratic governance frameworks.

3. Economic Integration and Resource Security

e Critical Mineral Supply Chains: Indonesia is a major repository of nickel
and bauxite. Steel Authority of India (SAIL) ties up with PT Krakatau
Steel to gain access to the needed resources to achieve India's clean energy
and EV manufacturing goals.

e Trade De-dollarization: Introduction of a LCSS in ASEAN trade reduces
volatility of external currency and increases the spread of the Indian rupee
in ASEAN trade.

Geopolitical & Strategic Significance:

e Security in the Indo Pacific Region: Indonesia has a critical role in
ensuring security in key global maritime chokepewt points such as
Malacca, Sunda and Lombok straits. Strengthening the defence
cooperation with Jakarta enables New Delhi to ensure its commercial
shipping lanes, through which more than 80% of India's energy imports
move.
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Improving the Act East Policy: Indonesia, as a key anchor of multilateral
engagement, is the biggest of the ASEAN economies. This cooperation
realizes a balance of the regional asymmetry of China's aggressive
investment in infrastructure in the framework of the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).

Main Structural Challenges:

Asymmetric Trade Balances: Bilateral trade remains skewed in Indonesia’s
favour due to India's high imports of crude palm oil and coal.

Regulatory Delays and Bureaucratic Bottlenecks: Many regulatory
differences and delays in the military procurement standards have
historically hindered the flow of operationalization of JVs.

Recommended Way Forward:

Both countries should concentrate on three key aspects of this all-encompassing
strategic partnership:

Review and expedite the India-ASEAN FTA (AITIGA) to reduce
regulatory barriers and reduce the existing trade imbalance.
Implement the Andaman-Aceh Connectivity: Shorter shipping lines
between Port Blair and Sabang Port will stimulate regional trade.
Ensure Defense Co-production: Beyond transactional buyer-seller
relationship to provide a long-term security alignment.

Source: TOIL

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
Q. Discuss the strategic importance of India—Indonesia relations in promoting
maritime security and regional stability in the Indo-Pacific.
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2.7 Food vs. Fuel Debate in India
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

India's plan to use surplus Food Corporation of India (FCI) rice for ethanol has
once again brought the food-versus-fuel debate into focus, sparking worries about
food subsidies, environmental issues and long-term food security.

Key Highlights:

In 2025-26, India has become the biggest rice producer and exporter in the
world with a production of 154 million metric tonnes (MMT).

In the face of the massive distribution of rice to close to 800 million
beneficiaries under the provision of the National Food Security Act
(NFSA), the Food Corporation of India (FCI) has huge stocks of rice far
exceeding the buffer norms.

The government has channelled approximately 5 MMT of rice towards
ethanol production in FY26 to cut down on overproduction and storage
expenses.

This policy has revived the debate on whether food grains should be used
for fuel production.

Why is Rice being used for Ethanol?

Surplus procurement has led to FCI warehouses being overstocked.
Surplus rice is a considerable cost to the government.

Utilizing the broken or damaged rice for ethanol production would reduce
storage expenses, help India's goal of blending 20% ethanol in petrol and
also make a significant contribution to the national ethanol target.

The move is also meant to boost energy security as well as to cut reliance
on imported crude oil.

Why has the Policy become Controversial?

Subsidised Rice for Ethanol

o The rice cost to FCI is estimated to be about 344 per kg.

o But, the distilleries of ethanol pay rice at about %23 per kg.

o This essentially amounts to an indirect subsidy of ethanol with
taxpayer money.

Food vs Fuel Debate

o Rice continues to be the food grain of choice in India and plays a
key role in food security initiatives.

o Food grain usage for fuel has ethical and economic implications,
particularly in a country where millions are reliant on subsidised
food for their sustenance.

Distorted Agricultural Incentives

o With an open bid at the Minimum Support Price (MSP), excessive
cultivation of paddy is promoted.

o Several states offer bonuses and other incentives on top of MSP,
leading to further improved production.

o This contributes to the persistent rice surplus via these policies.
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Environmental Concerns:

e Excessive Water Consumption

o Rice consumes almost 4,000 litres of water per kg.

o As irrigation depends on free electricity, it can lead to
overexploitation of groundwater, especially in the states of Punjab
and Haryana.

e Fertiliser Misuse

o The price of urea remains low because of heavy subsidies.

o Too much fertiliser leads to poor soil health and high nitrate levels
in groundwater.

e Greenhouse Gas Emissions

o Methane is produced in large amounts by flooded paddy fields.

o Nitrogen fertilisers also emit nitrous oxide, a greenhouse gas that is
much more powerful than carbon dioxide.

o This large-scale cultivation of paddy therefore is a cause of climate
change.

Economic Challenges:

e Over procurement leads to higher food subsidy costs and storage costs.

e Storage of excess stocks 1s a high cost to the government.

e Artificial incentives create incentive ladders that detract from
diversification and reduce the range of cropping systems.

e The current subsidies for electricity, fertilisers and irrigation put financial
stress on the long-term.

Importance of Ethanol Blending Programme:

e Reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels.

e Supports the transition towards Renewable Energy in India.
e Lowers emissions from vehicles by using cleaner fuels.

e Generates new market alternatives for agricultural products.
e Contributes towards India's energy security objectives.

Way Forward:

e Optimise MSP procurement by reducing government open-ended
purchases.

e Promote use of maize and agricultural residues and other non-food
feedstocks for ethanol production.

e Encourage diversification of crops to water-saving crops.

e Abandon input subsidies and provide direct income support to farmers.

e Promote DSR for water saving and methane emission reduction.

e Reform the pricing of fertilizers and optimize nutrient use and minimize
environmental harm.

e Focus food subsidy delivery on most vulnerable families, and increase
general efficiency of the Public Distribution System.

Conclusion:
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e Ethanol blending initiative in India continues to be a significant pillar of
the country's clean energy initiative.

e However, using subsidised rice for ethanol production has significant
fiscal sustainability, environmental and food security issues.

e India's long-term vision of energy security, farmer welfare and
environmental protection can be better achieved by a balanced policy that
will encourage sustainable agriculture, efficient use of resources, and
diversified biofuel feedstocks.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. “Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy is the sine qua
non to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”.Comment on the
progress made in India in this regard. (2018)
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2.8 Agniveer Retention Move
Syllabus: Defence [GS 3]

Context:

The Indian Armed Forces are mulling over further rationalisation of the retention
of Agniveers beyond the current cap of 25%, after some experience on Operation
Sindoor and the swift induction of Advanced Military Technologies.

Key Highlights:

e The Indian Armed Forces are considering a longer tenure for Agniveers
following their 4-year service period under the Agnipath Scheme.

e Currently, only 25% of Agniveers can be recruited as regular soldiers on
merit and organizational needs.

e The proposal has slowly gained traction in view of the lessons learnt from
Operation Sindoor during operation and the need for trained men for the
running of modern military technologies.

What is the Current Agnipath Scheme?

e The Agnipath Scheme was introduced in 2022 to create a younger, leaner
and technology-driven military force.

e The scheme provides for four years of service for an Agniveer, which
includes training.

e Upon completion of the tenure, only up to one-quarter of the soldiers are
retained as regulars, while the remaining ones are helped financially and
rehabilitated.

Why are the Armed Forces Seeking Higher Retention?

e Lessons learnt from Operation Sindoor

o Experience showed that experienced soldiers were able to perform
more effectively in complicated combat scenarios.

o While the Agniveers did reasonably well, experienced personnel
showed superior tactical sense and coordination on the battlefield.

e Need for Skilled Manpower

o In today's context, drones, air defence systems, electronic warfare
and artificial intelligence are important technologies in modern
warfare.

o These high-level platforms need long training sessions and even
more experience in the field to use.

e Maximising Training Investment

o It takes a lot of time and money to train soldiers on specialized
weapon systems.

o The training of people is an investment that can be amortized over
many years, but if they are hired for only four years, then the
investment in training does not pay off.

e Addressing Manpower Requirements

o Thousands of veteran troops leave the Armed Forces every year.

o More retention of Agniveers would help to keep the operational
strength adequate during the transition.
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Strengthening Unit Cohesion
o When service is extended, greater camaraderie, mutual trust and
teamwork can be developed among soldiers.
o Increased cohesion directly improves the effectiveness of the
operations.

Proposed Changes:

The Indian Navy is said to have approached the Navy Board to retain
almost 75% of Agniveers because of the technicalities of naval operations.
The Indian Army and Indian Air Force might suggest the retention be
around 50%.

The overall retention figure might not change, but specialised formations
with advanced weapon systems might have a higher retention percentage
of experienced Agniveers.

Significance for India’s Defence:

Improves the readiness of the armed forces for future conflicts.
Bolsters India's shift towards the use of technology for combat.
Strengthens continuity in use of complex military platforms.

Develops a well-rounded team of young and experienced players.
Helps to deliver long-term defence modernisation and national security
goals.

Challenges:

Better retention may lead to a rise in government costs for salaries,
facilities and long-term staffing arrangements.

This increased retention could mean fewer opportunities for new
prospective recruits each year.

There is a need for policy changes with regard to manpower planning and
cadre restructuring.

The core idea of having a more youthful military mix should not be lost in
the mix, but should be balanced with operational needs.

Way Forward:

Conduct a thorough review once the performance of the entire Agniveer
first batch is analysed.

Use a tiered retention model for highly technical and/or specialised
military units.

Pursue the continuous modernization of military training in line with the
changes in the technology of warfare.

Maintain transparency, merit selection and maintain operational flexibility.
Strike an equilibrium between financial sustainability and India's long-
term capability for defence preparedness.

Conclusion:

The proposal does not mark any deviation from the Agnipath Scheme but
rather is in tune with the changing dynamics of India's defence reforms.
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e The Armed Forces can develop a more resilient, future-ready and capable
military if they can unite and leverage the youthful manpower with the
experienced and skilled technologists.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. Analyse the multidimensional challenges posed by external state and non-state
actors, to the internal security of India. Also discuss measures required to be
taken to combat these threats. (2021)

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

2.9 Geopolitical Lessons from the Iran Conflict
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

The Iran issue, in recent years, has introduced new scenarios and challenges to the
international geopolitical landscape, impacting India in a significant manner in
terms of energy security, strategic autonomy, and foreign policy.

Key Highlights:

e The Iran issue has had significant impacts on the geopolitical and
geoeconomic context of West Asia in recent years.

e While the conflict has abated in recent weeks, it has also revealed certain
weaknesses in energy supply chains and international security systems.

e India has almost 85% of its crude oil needs met through imports, thus
making the developments in the Gulf region a direct influence on India's
economy, security and stability.

Declining Confidence in the United States as a Security Guarantor:

Key Developments
e The war brought up issues about the United States' strategic goals.
e Missile and drone attacks hit several Gulf countries, including those where
US troops are stationed.
e There is growing uncertainty among Gulf partners about US security
commitments.
Implications for India
e Opens doors for India to further develop defence relations with Gulf
nations.
e Increases the opportunities for indigenization in the defence sector in the
context of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat'.
e Contributes to India's goals of being a trusted security partner to the IOR.

Strategic Importance of Choke Points:

Strait of Hormuz
e The Strait of Hormuz is used by approximately 20% of all crude oil
exported worldwide.
e The disruption of maritime traffic for any length of time in Iran has shown
that oil prices can immediately rise.
e The oil price briefly jumped from around $75 to $126 per barrel,
impacting importing economies.
Lessons for India
e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) holding capacity beyond the
current small storage.
e Expand the variety of crude oil supply sources.
e Improve the security of the maritime domain in the context of India's
MAHASAGAR vision.
o Establish other routes of supply and logistics.

Weakening Influence of OPEC:
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Emerging Trends
e The war revealed the ineffectiveness of OPEC in regulating global oil
prices.
e Price increases were tempered by higher production from non-OPEC oil
producers and oil releases from the strategic oil reserves.
e This decline in oil imports by China also had an impact on global demand.
Significance for India
e Increased opportunities for diversified energy relationships.
e Improved bargaining power while negotiating long-term crude oil
contracts.
e Increased importance of renewable energy and energy transition policies.

Re-emergence of Iran as a Pragmatic Regional Power:

Emerging Political Trends
e Iran seems to be on the path to becoming more pragmatic and
development-oriented.
e Economic recovery and regional stability are becoming more of a priority.
Importance for India
e Expand bilateral cooperation and connectivity and deepen trade and
energy relations.
e Rejuvenate strategic projects such as Chabahar Port.
e Invest in the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC).
e Ensure a long-term and diversified energy supply.

Relevance for India:

e Energy Security
o Diversification of crude oil imports.
o Development of strategic oil reserves.
o Promotion of renewable energy.
e National Security
o Enhanced level of surveillance of the Arabian Sea.
o Enhanced naval preparedness.
o Safety of Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCs).
e Foreign Policy
o Continue strategic autonomy.
o Keep a balance in engagement with Iran, Gulf countries, Israel and
the United States.
o Enhance India's influence in the diplomacy of the West Asian
countries.

Way Forward:

e To increase the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to 30—60 days of crude oil
imports.

e Promote renewable energy and green hydrogen projects.

e Increase sourcing of crude oil from West Asia, Africa, Latin America and
Russia.

e Improve maritime security with SAGAR/MAHASAGAR programs.

e Improve export of defence products and strategic cooperation with Gulf
countries.
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e Expand economic and connectivity cooperation with Iran while taking into
account broader geopolitical considerations.

Conclusion:

e The Iran conflict has led to a realization of geopolitical risks that are not
just related to the military aspect of conflicts but also energy supply
chains, maritime choke points and economic resilience.

e The lessons for India are clear: increase energy security, diversify strategic
partners, build up capabilities in the maritime domain and ensure strategic
autonomy.

e A multi-aligned and balanced foreign policy, which will have to be
supported by resilient energy and security infrastructure, will continue to
be central to protecting India's long-term national interests.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. “Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy is the sine qua
non to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”.Commenton the
progress made in India in this regard. (2018)
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2.10 India’s G Minus Two Strategy
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

The visits of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Indonesia, Australia and New
Zealand reflect India's new 'G Minus Two' policy of building strategic ties with the
key Asian nations and balancing the strategic competition between the United
States and China.

Key Highlights:

e India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi is traveling to Indonesia, Australia
and New Zealand to further strengthen India's strategic cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific region.

e The visits coincide with shifting US-China relations, a resurgence of
geopolitical tensions, and concerns regarding security and economic
resilience in the region.

e This “G Minus Two” plan in India aims to enhance regional integration
among Asian nations instead of focusing on the Indo-Pacific in terms of
the US-China rivalry.

What does the ‘G Minus Two’ Strategy mean?

e “G Minus Two” was the idea of cooperation among Asian countries that
doesn't rely solely on China or the United States.

e Itis not an anti-China alliance; it is not a replacement for the US's
partnership.

e Rather, it aims to expand the strategic space that can be occupied by
regional powers through increased economic, technological and security
cooperation.

Why is the Strategy Important?

e Managing US-China Competition
o Competition between the United States and China remains a
strategic buzzword in the Indo-Pacific region.
o India wants to be both strategic and flexible, both with the U.S. and
with China.
e Strengthening Regional Partnerships
o India is forming partnerships with countries like Japan, South
Korea, Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand.
o These partnerships enhance regional stability, technological
cooperation and economic resilience.
e Building Economic Security
o The Asian economies continue to be strongly tied to China's
economy.
o Countries are not decoupling economies but "de-risking" through
diversifying supply chains and minimizing strategic risks.

Significance of Partner Countries:
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Indonesia
o Strategically placed between the Indian Ocean & the Pacific Ocean.
o Is key to maritime security and ASEAN-led regional architecture.
Australia
o One of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) key partners.
o Facilitates maritime security and critical minerals and defence
cooperation.
New Zealand
o Provides opportunities for agriculture, education, diversification of
trade, clean technologies.
Japan and South Korea
o Increase expenditure on advanced manufacturing, semiconductor
technology, defence production and infrastructure.
o Boost industrial and technological capacities of India.

Strategic Significance for India:

Enhances India's role as a leading Indo-Pacific power.

Expands defence and technology partnerships.

Shares and enhances Indian Ocean Region maritime security.
Promotes resilient supply chains and economic security.

Supports India's vision of a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-
Pacific.

Challenges:

The balancing act between the U.S. and China is tricky in the diplomatic
arena.

China's growing military and economic power continues to influence the
region.

Regional cooperation shall need to fit in different strategic priorities of the
partners.

To reap the benefits of strategic partnership, India needs to boost its
manufacturing and innovation as well as its defence capabilities at home.

Way Forward:

Improve defence partnership, maritime domain awareness and joint
military drills with Indo-Pacific nations.

Increase partnership in semiconductors, Al and critical minerals and
emerging technologies.

Promote resilient and diversified regional supply chains.

Increase ASEAN engagement and re-emphasize the role of the Indo-
Pacific framework.

Speed up the process of domestic economic reforms and modernization of
defence capability to boost India's strategic confidence.

Go on the road to strategic independence while continuing to build a
balanced relationship with key world powers.

Conclusion:

The "G Minus Two" strategy is a practical and sensible measure to the
changing geopolitics in the Indo Pacific region.
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e India aims to build a stable, resilient and multipolar regional order by
enhancing its partnership with key Asian countries, while keeping a
strategic distance.

e The success of this strategy will rely not just on diplomacy, but on
economic transformation, technological development, and defence
preparedness of India.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. ‘The long-sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and
marginalised nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the
emerging global order.” Elaborate. (2019)
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2.11 Ayushman Bharat: Building a Paperless Healthcare System
Syllabus: Health [GS 2]

Context:

The government's Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) has made
significant progress, having data linked digital health records of more than 104
crore and ABHA accounts of 93 crore. The implementation of Aarogya Setu 2.0,
scaling up of the Digital Health Incentive Scheme (DHIS), and the application of
anonymised data from ABDM for public health Al have further solidified the
digital health framework in India.

Current Achievements & Adoption:

e ABDM is one of the most rapidly growing and largest DPIs in India. More
than 930 million (93 crore) ABHA has been created so far and more than
1.04 billion (104 crore) digital health records have been mapped with these
ABHA.

e Also, the government's directives for AB-PMJAY make it a prerequisite
for hospitals to be compliant with ABDM to take government health
scheme payments. This has led to a high level of private hospital—clinics—
lab—digital health tech solution integrations.

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM):

The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) is the Government of India's
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) initiative to establish a single, interoperable,
secure digital health ecosystem. It is introduced by the National Health Authority
(NHA) as part of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and it brings
patients, health care providers and insurers together in a single digital platform.

Key Building Blocks of ABDM Architecture:

The ABDM serves as a virtual road, connecting multiple parties. It features the
following main elements:

e The ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health Account) number is a unique
number of 14 digits applicable to citizens. It is a safe way to connect
medical records from various healthcare providers, with the patient's
consent.

e Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR): It is a complete database of
certified health care professionals in allopathic and traditional systems of
medicine.

e Health Facility Registry (HFR): A standardized registry of all health care
facilities, such as hospitals, clinics, diagnostic tests and laboratories, and
pharmacies.

e Health Information Exchange and Consent Manager (HIE-CM): A system
that provides completely digital consent, driving the exchange of patient
information.

e Unified Health Interface (UHI): This is an open protocol which enables
citizens to make a teleconsultation, doctor appointment and other health
services appointments throughout various applications.
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National Health Claims Exchange (HCX): A single database to help
streamline and normalize the insurance claim and settlement process.

Significance for Universal Health Coverage:

Eliminate Paperwork: Develops "longitudinal health records," keeping a
person's medical history in one secure place and easily accessible, so that
medical documents are not lost.

Nationwide Portability: Provides access and sharing of patient records
across all the hospitals which are ABDM enabled, which is very beneficial
to the migrant workers and travelers.

Lower Health Care Expenses: It enables doctors to access all patient
medical data (with permission) and thus avoids redundant diagnostic
testing. This also makes it easier to claim insurance, thus lowering out-of-
pocket health care costs.

Efficient Governance: Health data that is anonymized as a result of the
network is used to inform targeted public health programs, budgets and/or
policy interventions by the government.

Challenges & Concerns:

Digital Divide: Low levels of digital literacy and access to smartphones in
rural and remote areas, combined with poor internet connectivity, is a
challenge to widespread adoption (Digital Divide).

Highly sensitive personal health data: data privacy and security are
essential when dealing with highly sensitive personal health data, as
stringent security measures are necessary to prevent data breaches or
misuse.

Legacy Systems: Some small clinics and government hospitals have yet to
have the hardware, software, and IT systems to connect with the ABDM
network.

Source: DD News

UPSC Practice Question:

Q. How has Ayushman Bharat contributed to building a digital and paperless
healthcare system in India? Discuss its significance and challenges. (10 Marks,
150 Words)
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2.12 India’s 2027 Caste Census
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The Government of India will officially count and catalog caste data as part of the
2027 Census, marking the first such comprehensive exercise in independent India.
This administrative shift aims to replace outdated 1931 colonial data with accurate
metrics for modern affirmative action.

Historical Context & Evolution:

e Colonial Legacy: The census of 1931 was the last comprehensive
enumeration by caste, under British rule.

e Post-Independent policy: Independent India had a policy that allowed caste
data collection only for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
(STs).

e SECC 2011 Experiment: The Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC)
was conducted in 2011, but its caste raw data was never made public due
to severe data inaccuracies and operational flaws.

Methodology of the 2027 Census:

The 2027 census will incorporate caste tracking in the regular population
assessment process with a unique digital approach.
Pre-Test and Questionnaire Design

e Targeted Questionnaires: Office of the Registrar General is working on the
targeted forms by adding a column for Other Backward Classes (OBCs)
and sub-castes.

e Ongoing Pre-Tests: In the field trials, regional variation in caste
nomenclature has been mapped in order to avoid the classification errors
during the final count.

Technological Integration

e Digital-First Enumeration: A high degree of mobile apps and encrypted
central portals will be used to obtain the data.

e Real-Time Validation: The drop-downs will be populated with state-
approved caste lists, reducing manual spelling errors by the enumerators.

Core Objectives and Arguments in Favour

e Evidence Based Policymaking: Social welfare schemes are effectively
designed and targeted at the most marginalized sub-groups because of the
use of accurate data.

e Judicial Compliance: The Supreme Court has demanded proof in terms of
numbers of backward people in order to pass the reservation quota without
any legal challenges.

e Sub-Categorization Insights: It gives the structure plan for the equitable
distribution of OBC quota as recommended by the Rohini Commission.

Identify Key Challenges & Past Anomalies:

The process of conducting a synchronous pan-India caste census has new
administrative and social challenges.
Operational and Classification Complexities
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e Nomenclature Variations: One caste may have various phonetic variations,
use of localized surnames or have different spellings of the same name
across state lines.

e Self-reporting Errors: The 2011 SECC claimed to have self-reported more
than 46 lakh different caste names which are incorrect.

Political and Social Risks

e Ciritics say a caste census may add to the polarization of society as it may
strengthen caste identity.

e Quota Demands: With fresh demographic data likely to come, political
demands will inevitably be raised for again breaking the ceiling of 50%
reservation limit set by the Indra Sawhney judgment.

The Road Ahead:

To ensure the 2027 Census serves as an effective tool for governance rather than
a source of social friction, a structured approach is essential.
Strict Standardization
e Central Registry: Pre-deploy a strong and dynamic master directory of
synonymous caste titles.
e Data Security: Ensure that privacy measures are put in place to stop the
misuse of data and targeted profiling.
Phased Implementation Strategy
e Phased Rollout: Conduct detailed pilot work in various linguistic areas to
pinpoint operational weaknesses in specific regions.
e Public Awareness: Conduct clear communication campaigns that aim at
informing the public on the link between proper reporting and better the
welfare service delivery.

Conclusion:

The Caste Census 2027 is an important governance shift from rhetoric to reality.
It is all about the right ratio of data technology and social sensitivity for success.

Source: The Hindu

UPSC Practice Question:

Q. Discuss the significance of the proposed 2027 Caste Census for social justice
and public policy in India. (10 Marks, 150 Words)
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2.13 Judicial Accountability vs. Judicial Independence
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

The report of the inquiry committee instituted against former Allahabad High
Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma, due to his resignation, has brought the issue
of judicial accountability and whether judges can escape impeachment under the
law by resigning to the fore.

Key Highlights:

e The Yashwant Varma case has shed light on India's system of judicial
accountability.

e While Justice Varma had stepped down during the impeachment
proceedings, the move to present the report from the inquiry committee
has triggered interesting constitutional and legal issues.

e This is a question of whether proceedings commenced to look into judicial
misconduct should automatically be ended when a judge resigns.

Background of the Case:

e Curiously, some burnt and partly damaged currency notes have been found
in the office residence of Justice Varma in New Delhi.

e An in-house investigation by the Supreme Court of India reportedly shows
that he was found to be guilty.

e A motion for his impeachment was put forward by over 146 MPs.

e A three-member committee was set up under the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968, to investigate allegations against the Judges.

e Justice Varma had to resign before the end of the inquiry.

Constitutional Provisions:

e Article 217
o The High Court judge can resign from his office by giving a written
resignation to the President of India.
o According to the 1978 Supreme Court ruling, resignation is a
"unilateral proceeding" and doesn't need to be accepted.
e Removal of Judges
o The Supreme Courts and High Courts have judges whose removal
from office is possible only on the grounds of proven misbehaviour
or incapacity, by a special majority of the Parliament.
o The investigation takes place pursuant to the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968, before the consideration of Parliament of a motion for
impeachment.

What makes the Case Significant?

e Judicial Accountability
o The question of the case is whether judges should have the option of
not facing public critique or constitutional accountability when they
resign.
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o It points out that there are no specific legal rules in place on
inquiries following resignation.
Public Confidence
o Publicizing the inquiry report helps to ensure transparency and
increases citizens' confidence in the judiciary.
o It reiterates the need for judicial independence and accountability.
Financial Implications
o Generally, judges who refuse to serve are entitled to a pension and
post-pension benefits upon their resignation.
o Whereas, when there is a finding of misconduct, the question of
how public money was spent on such benefits arises.

Key Issues:

Previous judicial precedents, like those of P. D. Dinakaran and Soumitra
Sen, have had impeachment processes expire after judges' resignations.
Lawyers say these precedents allow judges to "get away with it.

The present case might redefine how India looks into judicial misconduct
investigations.

Significance for Governance:

Improves accountability of institutions in the judicial system.
Promotes the democratic principles of transparency and integrity in the
constitution.

Enforces good stewardship of taxpayer-funded judicial institutions.
Builds public confidence in democratic governance.

Way Forward:

Make it clear by law whether or not judicial investigations are to be
continued after the resignation.

Differentiate between investigation of misconduct and removal from
office.

Appoint an independent and permanent judicial control body.

Provide public access to inquiry reports and respect due process.
Provide links between pensionary/Post pensionary benefits and judicial
misconduct through appropriate legal safeguards.

Strike a balance between judicial independence and effective
accountability systems to maintain public trust.

Conclusion:

The Justice Yashwant Varma case has raised an important constitutional
debate with regard to judicial accountability in the country.

The resignation of a judge does not necessarily mean that inquiries into
allegations of misconduct are stopped, but must not be if the judge resigns.
Increasing transparency and accountability and protecting the
independence of judges are key to building the credibility of Indian
constitutional institutions.

Source: The Indian Express
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Mains PYQ:
Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgement on the ‘National Judicial

Appointments Commission Act, 2014” with reference to the appointment of
judges of higher judiciary in India. (2017)
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2.14 Future of Engineering Education in India
Syllabus: Education [GS 2]

Context:

As Artificial Intelligence (Al) reshapes the landscape of various industries around
the world, India is revisiting its engineering education system with a focus on
bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and the practical skills needed in
industry, paving the way for the Indian workforce to compete on the global stage.

Key Highlights:

e India aspires to be a leader in Artificial Intelligence (Al), Semiconductors,
Quantum technologies and Advanced manufacturing and digital economy
in the world.

e Engineering graduates will be a key pillar of success in attaining this
vision.

e While top institutions like the Indian Institutes of Technology (I1ITs) are
performing very well, many engineering colleges are experiencing
declines in student enrollment, employability issues, and even shutdowns.

e Acknowledging the issues, the All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) has put 58 engineering colleges under progressive closure for the
2025-26 academic year.

Why is Engineering Education Losing its Appeal?

e Declining Employability
o Actually, many engineering graduates don't possess practical skills
and skills that are applicable to industry.
o A curriculum that is out of date doesn't match the speed of
technological changes.
e Changing Industry Demand
o There has been a change in student interest in the following areas:
Computer Science, Artificial Intelligence, Data Science, and Cyber
Security.
o The traditional engineering sub-disciplines like Mechanical and
Electrical Engineering are experiencing a drop in enrolment.
e Institutional Challenges
o Many colleges are faced with glaring problems of poor
infrastructure, lack of faculty, and a poor research environment.
o The low admissions have been a financial burden for many
institutions.

Role of AICTE:

e Technical education is regulated by AICTE, which approves engineering
institutions and keeps a check on the academic standards.

e It guarantees adherence to the norms covering faculty, laboratories,
infrastructure and governance etc.
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A policy of progressive closure is implemented, which means the
institutions with poor performance are not allowed to take new students
and existing batches are allowed to complete their education process.

Key Challenges Facing Engineering Education:

Quality over Quantity
o Nearly 15 lakh seats are approved for engineering undergraduates in
the country; however, many of these are vacant.
o Itis not a lack of capacity, but a lack of quality and relevance.
Skill Gap
o The demand for skills in Al, robotics, semiconductor design, cloud
computing and problem-solving across multiple disciplines is
growing.
o Limited practical exposure means that many graduates are still not
able to get jobs.
Weak Industry-Academia Linkages
o Inadequate cooperation between universities and the industry limits
innovation, internships and research.
Limited Research and Innovation
o The vast majority of institutions do little to nothing for patents,
start-ups, technology transfer and high-tech research.

Importance of Engineering Education Reforms:

Helps India move towards its dream of becoming a technology and
innovation hub of the world.

Enhances the digital economy and advanced manufacturing.

Promotes research, entrepreneurship, and indigenous technological
development.

Improves global competitiveness and employability of Indian engineers.

Way Forward:

Update engineering courses regularly with the following: Al, Machine
Learning, Cyber Security, Robotics, Semiconductor Technology,
Sustainability.

Move from rote to competency-based, project and interdisciplinary
teaching.

Increase the collaboration between industry and academia by offering
internships, live projects and research collaboration opportunities.
Promote Innovation, Startups, patents, and entrepreneurship in
Engineering Institutions.

Look at the track record of colleges for producing employable graduates
and not just infrastructure, research output and innovation.

Increase faculty professional development programs to address new
technologies.

Encourage international cooperation and international accreditation
systems for improving the quality of education.

Conclusion:
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e The nation's technological dreams will not be realized unless it not only
churns out more engineers but also highly skilled, innovative and
competitive engineers across the country.

e Creating a quality-based engineering ecosystem, rather than quantity
driven, is vital for India's emergence as a leader in the Al era and a
knowledge-based economy.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. What are the main socio-economic implications arising out of the
development of IT industries in major cities of India? (2022)
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2.15 India’s School Education Progress: UDISE+ Insights
Syllabus: Education [GS 2]

Context:

The Ministry of Education’s latest report on UDISE+ 2025-26 highlights some
positive trends in the Indian school education system. Student retention has
increased and drop out rates are reduced from key stage. At the same time, the total
teacher strength has already reached the historic figure of one crore, which has
greatly improved the Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR).

Key Highlights of the UDISE+ Report:

The Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) is India's
single most comprehensive digital database that tracks district education
performance.

e Student Dropout Rates: The dropout rate of students in the preparatory
level (Class III to V) dropped from 2.3% in 2024-25 to 1.8% in 2025-26.
At the secondary level (Classes 9-10), it fell from 8.2% to 7.0%.

e Teacher Strength Milestone: First-time total number of school teachers in
India touched 1.02 crore. The number of employees increased by
approximately 8.3% from the previous years.

e Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR): With the expansion of the teaching workforce,
PTR has improved. Ratios now stand at 10 (Foundational stage), 12
(Preparatory stage), 17 (Middle stage), and 21 (Secondary stage)—all well
within the 30:1 benchmark set by the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020.

e Gender Parity: Female representation in the teaching workforce is good at
54.9%, with positive strides toward gender empowerment.

e Infrastructure improvements: The number of schools with one teacher and
zero enrolment has decreased considerably, reflecting on improved
rationalisation and resource utilisation.

Underlying Causes for Improved Retention:

This reduction in dropouts is mainly due to the efforts of the government to take
pro-active steps and create inclusive education.

e Access Expansion: The number of schools providing secondary and higher
secondary education has increased significantly, thus lowering the travel
barriers.

e Responsive Environments: Government initiatives have been taken to
make classrooms more engaging and supportive, thus benefiting the
continuity of the student through the different stages of schooling.

e Female empowerment: The increase in the number of female teachers and
improvement in basic amenities (girls' toilet) has improved retention of
female teachers.

Challenges & Structural Issues:

Despite the progress made, many key problems identified by earlier educational
evaluations like those by the NITI Aayog remain in the larger education
ecosystem.
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Inter-State Disparities: High dropouts at secondary level remain a problem
in certain states, notably in Ladakh, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh and Karnataka.
School Structure is fragmented: Only primary education in about 50% of
schools. This disjointed organization requires many transitions and may
cause dropouts.

Foundational Learning Gaps: In spite of high teacher strength, the situation
of foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN), which is one of the main
goals of NIPUN Bharat scheme, is still to be achieved in the
heterogeneous classrooms.

Way Forward:

India needs to take a multi-pronged approach to overcome this momentum and
universalize secondary education:

Consolidation of Schools: State Governments should consider school
mergers of smaller schools that are not viable and should embrace 1-12
continuous education to reduce stage transition discontinuities in
education.

Focus on Aspirational Districts: Targeted interventions in aspirational
states (especially in the northeast and Hindi-belt) are required to reduce
regional imbalances.

Skill updation: Pedagogic training of the one-crore+ teachers is needed to
ensure that positive ratios of students to teachers are coming to bear on
learning outcomes.

Source: ET Education

UPSC Practice Question:
Q. Discuss the impact of declining school dropout rates on gender equality and
social mobility in India.

47
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2.16 India’s Southernmost Tip: Importance of Indira Point
Syllabus: Environment [GS 3]

Context:

The Union Government has announced plans for structural restoration and tourism
development of the historic Indira Point Lighthouse on Great Nicobar Island, while
keeping in mind the security of the seas and the preservation of the historic
architectural site together with the conservation and support of tourism and
environment in the framework of the Island Coastal Regulation Zone (ICRZ).

Key Highlights:

e The Indira Point Lighthouse is being proposed for restoration and
development by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.

e The project is to fortify the old lighthouse, stabilize it from coastal erosion
and build the eco-tourism facilities.

e The proposed works are located in ecologically sensitive coastal areas and
thus will need to be approved under the Island Coastal Regulation Zone
(ICRZ) Notification, 2019.

What is Indira Point?

e The southernmost point of India is on the Great Nicobar Island at Indira
Point.

e It is situated near the Galathea Bay, an International Container
Transshipment Port proposed by India, which is strategically important.

e It was previously called Pygmalion Point, but became Indira Gandhi's
Point in 1985.

e Commissioned in 1972, the lighthouse is an important navigation aid along
the Singapore—Colombo international shipping route.

What makes the Lighthouse Importance?

e Maritime Significance
o Helps to navigate foreign trade ships safely.
o Facilitates future sea access to the proposed transshipment port in
Galathea Bay.
o Increases India's presence in the eastern Indian Ocean.
e Strategic Importance
o Strengthens India's strategic presence in the Strait of Malacca, one
of the world's busiest waterways.
o Contributes to India's maritime security and Indo-Pacific strategy.
e Heritage Value
o Is a significant historical and navigational site.
o Maintains the heritage of the sea for the coming generations of
India.

Why is Protection Necessary?

e There was a substantial amount of subsidence in Great Nicobar Island
following the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and Tsunami.
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Since the disaster, the lighthouse foundation has been continuously
exposed to seawater, wave action and coastal erosion.

The structural evaluations show that there is a slight tilt, with signs of
deterioration, as well as a need for reinforcement and shoreline protection.

Proposed Development:

Structural Restoration
o Improvements to lighthouse foundations.
o Project works for protecting the coast and building breakwaters.
o Construction of all-season access roads.
o Fixing up staff quarters, power facilities and compound walls.
Tourism Infrastructure
o Eco-tourism facilities.
Viewing tower.
Convention centre.
Cafeteria.
Museum dedicated to the sea.
Memorial Spaces and cycling tracks.

0O 0O O O O

Environmental Concerns:

The project is located in highly sensitive ICRZ-IA and ICRZ-IVA areas.
These are coral reefs, mangroves, turtle nesting, marine ecosystems and
coastal habitats.

Biodiversity and sensitive island ecosystems can be impacted by large-
scale construction.

Thorough environmental protection measures and authorizations are thus
required.

Significance for India:

Supports India's objectives of the Blue Economy

Encourages responsible island tourism

Improves the strength of the maritime navigation and coastal infrastructure
Cares for nationally significant heritage assets

Reinforces India's strategic presence in the Indo-Pacific region

Way Forward:

Strict adherence to notification on Island Coastal Regulation Zone (ICRZ),
2019 and environmental laws.

Use environmentally friendly and climate resilient building methods.

Eco friendly protection and infrastructure development.

Foster eco-tourism in the community that has a low ecological impact.
Plan for disasters in coastal areas while taking into account sea-level rise
and extreme weather events.

Conclusion:

The restoration of Indira Point Lighthouse is a combination of heritage
preservation, maritime security, and tourism development, along with
environmental protection.
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e Indira Point is of great strategic and economic importance as it is the
southernmost point of India and an important navigational point.

e The sustainable implementation will be crucial to ensure the preservation
and progress of this special national asset in the interests of India in the
long term.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. Environmental impact assessment studies are increasingly undertaken before
the project is cleared by the government. Discuss the environmental impacts of
coal- fired thermal plants located at Pitheads. (2023)
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2.17 Narmada Water Dispute Settlement
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

A historic agreement has been signed by Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan to settle long-pending financial disputes between various States
under the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT) Award, a positive move
towards cooperative federalism and efficient inter-state water governance.

Key Highlights:

e The Governments of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan
have joined hands to resolve the long-pending dues of Narmada Water
Disputes Tribunal (NWDT) Award.

e Both Mr. Amit Shah and C. R. Patil witnessed the signing of an agreement.
e It settles decades old issues related to cost sharing, rehabilitation expenses
and compensation costs associated with the big projects under Narmada

basin.

Background:

e Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT) was established in 1969
through Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.

e The Award was given by the Tribunal in 1979 dividing the waters of the
Narmada river among Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan.

e It also decided on the sharing of the energy produced by the Sardar
Sarovar Dam and its powerhouses.

What were the Pending Issues?

e Cost sharing for Sardar Sarovar Project.

e Financial commitments for Indira Sagar Dam Project.

e Cost of displaced families' Resettlement and Rehabilitation (R&R).

e Land compensation for losses due to submergence.

e Capitalization of interest expense incurred while constructing the project.

Significant of the Agreement:

e Strengthening Cooperative Federalism
o Applies consensus-based solutions to resolving complicated
interstate disputes.
o Strengthens the principle of co-governance between the Union and
State Governments.
e Better Water Governance
o Eliminates financial risk to long-term river basin management.
o Enables more efficient implementation and operation of projects
involving interstate water.
e Agricultural Development
o Narmada water has led to increased irrigation facilities.
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o Better water supply has led to higher agricultural production and
rural living standards, especially in water-stressed areas.
Energy Security
o Clears up financial liabilities associated with hydropower
generation.
o Promotes effective utilization of electricity produced by
multipurpose river valley projects.
Improved Centre-State Coordination
o Emphasizes the importance of institutional conversation in the
peaceful settlement of the long-delayed disputes.

Constitutional & Legal Framework:

According to Article 262, Parliament can try cases on inter-state rivers.
Water dispute tribunals are established under the provisions of the Inter-
State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.

The Inter-State River Water Disputes (Amendment) Act, 2019 aims to
facilitate the resolution of disputes promptly by establishing a permanent
mechanism of a tribunal.

Challenges:

Interstate water disputes could become more severe in the future due to
climate change and erratic rainfall.

Greater demand for water for irrigation, drinking and industry will put
further stress on river basins.

Implementing rehabilitation commitments remains crucial.

River basin management is a dynamic process that needs continuous
collaboration between states.

Way Forward:

Improve the scientific planning of integrated river basin management.
Encourage the use of water resources through micro-irrigation and modern
farming methods.

Make sure that tribunals' decisions are complied with promptly to prevent
unnecessary conflict.

Improve data sharing and interinstitutional collaboration between riparian
states.

Ensure that ecological needs are met and that river resources are used
sustainably, while meeting developmental needs.

Conclusion:

The resolution of Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal Award is a significant
step in water governance in India.

The agreement, reached through dialogue and consensus rather than
conflict, reinforces cooperative federalism, facilitates interstate
coordination, and promotes sustainable management of one of India's most
important river systems, which has been the result of decades-long
financial disputes.

The Narmada settlement provides an important study of how inter-state
river issues can be resolved by institutional cooperation and constitutional
processes in the future.
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Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ:
Q. The Narmada River flows to the west, while most other large peninsular rivers
flow to the east. Why? (2013)
1. It occupies a linear rift valley.
2. It flows between the Vindhyas and the Satpuras.
3. The land slopes to the west from Central India.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
() 1 only
(b) 2and 3
(c)land 3
(d) None

Ans: (a)
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2.18 Oxford English Dictionary Adds Indian Words
Syllabus: Art & Culture [GS 1]

Context:

The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) has included 13 new words and expressions
from South Asia, such as a number of Indian terms, reflecting the influence of
Indian English and the diversity of Indian languages in the formation of the modern
English language.

Key Highlights:

e The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) has added almost 900 new words to
its latest quarterly additions.

e Of these, 13 words and phrases from South Asia have been introduced,
some of which are widely used in India.

e 23 entries have been updated from older entries concerning the Indian
subcontinent, as the English language is constantly evolving as a result of
cultural exchange and globalisation.

Newly Added South Asian Words:

e Food and Cuisine
o Nihari — A slow cooked meat dish with aromatic spices.
o Karahi — South Asian deep cooking pot, often in the shape of a
bowl.
o Shutki: Dried fish which is usually eaten in Bengal and nearby
areas.
e Art and Culture
o Alpana: Decorative floor art created with rice flour paste in festivals
and religious occasions.
e Traditional Clothing
o Chapan — A long, loose gown normally worn as an overcoat.
o Chapkan — A long, close-fitting coat that is fastened at the front.
e Administration and Governance
o Nazim — a Provincial governor in the Mughal rule, who had civil,
military and judicial powers.
o Upazila — a sub-district administrative unit that is extensively used
in Bangladesh.
e Indian English Expressions
o Out of station is an indian English phrase for someone who is out of
their normal place of living or working.
o PCO (Public Call Office) — Public telephones that used to be seen
all over India till the time mobile telephones became popular.
o Affected — Used to describe somebody who is affected by
something.

Why is this Significant?

e Recognition of Indian English
o Indian English is a unique variety of global English and is widely
recognised.
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o Everyday expressions used in India are increasingly receiving
international acceptance.
Cultural Diplomacy
o Use of Indian terms indicates the increasing cultural impact of India
worldwide.
o The diverse civilisational heritage of India is represented in the
food, art, clothes, and administrative aspects.
Linguistic Diversity
o English keeps growing as there are words from several languages
being borrowed into it.
o The update emphasizes the importance of multilingual societies in
enhancing global communication.
Globalisation of Language
o Indian cuisine, traditions and digital communication have helped in
the spread and acceptance of Indian vocabulary in the world.

Significance for India:

Boosts the soft power of India.

Enhances recognition of Indian customs and culture in the international community.
Understands contribution of Indian languages (Hindi, Bengali, Urdu and regional) to
English in the world.

Promotes indigenous language conservation and documentation.

Importance of Engineering Education Reforms:

Helps India move towards its dream of becoming a technology and
innovation hub of the world.

Enhances the digital economy and advanced manufacturing.

Promotes research, entrepreneurship, and indigenous technological
development.

Improves global competitiveness and employability of Indian engineers.

Challenges:

Strike a balance between global spread of English and linguistic diversity
in India.

Preserving at-risk regional languages and linguistic globalisation.
Ensuring multilingual education and content creation on digital platforms.

Way Forward:

Promote the use of Indian languages in the educational system, literature,
and digital technologies.

Promote translation of literature in Indian languages into other languages.
Institute extensive research on Indian English and regional English
variants.

Document and preserve traditional vocabulary using cultural activities.
Use language as an instrument of India's soft power and cultural
diplomacy.

Conclusion:
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e Words from Indian languages, culture and everyday life have entered the
Oxford English Dictionary, demonstrating India's increasing linguistic
presence all over the world.

e Indo-English is not a borrowed language, but is a language growing from
various communities, and is still in a state of constant change.

e This is an affirmation of India's cultural identity and a boost in soft power
in an interdependent world.

Source: The Indian Express
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2.19 13*" ASRAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA)
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

India hosted the 13th ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) Joint
Committee meeting in New Delhi. The purpose of the meeting is to accelerate the
current review process of the ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that
would make the agreement more business friendly, streamline trade processes and
enhance the resilience of the supply chain in the region.

Background: AITIGA

e Inception: The ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) is a
comprehensive free trade pact signed on August 13, 2009. It entered into
force on 1st January 2010, thereby connecting India's economy with that
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member
countries.

e Coverage: It sets a legal basis to effectively reduce or eliminate import
taxes on thousands of products, with the ultimate goal of strengthening
economic integration in the region.

13t AITIGA Joint Committee Meeting Overview:

e Gather Place & Format: Virtual and Hybrid in Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi
with a large participation base.

e Delegates: Delegates from the ten ASEAN member countries attended the
meeting, co-chaired by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India and
the Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry, Malaysia.

e Key Focus: The Joint Committee provided strategic guidance to eight sub-
committees. It ordered negotiators to speed up pending review chapters by
setting specific and time-bound tasks.

Sideline Sub-Committee Meetings:

In addition, three important sub-committee meetings were held with the 13th
Joint Committee:

e SC-CPTF (Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures and Trade
Facilitation): Focuses on customs procedures and trade facilitation.

e Sub-Committee on National Treatment and Market Access (SC-NTMA):
Works on equitable treatment of foreign goods and enhancing market
access in general.

e SC-ROO (Sub-Committee on Rules of Origin): Addresses rules governing
the "nationality" of a product to ensure that the trade concession is not
abused by third-party countries.

Significance of the AITIGA Review:

e Trade Volume: ASEAN is one of the key economic partners accounting for
around 11% of India's trade with the world. In 2025-26, bilateral trade
amounted to USD 128 billion.
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e Economic Resilience: The review will aim to update the 2010 agreement
to be more balanced, equitable and mutually beneficial.

e Strategic Alignment: AITIGA directly aligns with the Government of
India's Act East Policy aimed at enhancing India's economic presence in
the Indo Pacific region with robust supply chains.

Source: IBEF

UPSC Prelims Practice Question:
Q. With reference to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
consider the following statements:
1. ASEAN was established through the Bangkok Declaration.
2. All ASEAN member states have a coastline.
3. ASEAN Secretariat is located in Jakarta.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1only
D.1,2and 3

Answer: A

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

2.20 3" India-Australia Annul Summit
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
held the 3rd India-Australia Annual Summit on July 9, 2026, in Melbourne. They
announced an 18-point package of historic accords. Such was the scale of these
transactions that there was a great deal of enlargement in the areas of defence, civil
nuclear, critical technology and maritime security.

Background & Strategic Significance:

The 3rd Annual Summit celebrates six years of India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership (CSP).

e The Indo Pacific Convergence: Deepening ties points to strategic
convergence with a view to countering disruptions to maritime trade and
emerging geopolitical challenges in the Indo Pacific.

e Multilateral Engagement: Both leaders affirmed commitment to rules-

based regional frameworks including the Quad, the Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI) and the ASEAN.

Defence & Maritime Security:

Defence cooperation was one of the principal pillars of the bilateral dialogues.

e New Framework: The leaders agreed to a new Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation, which supersedes the 2009 framework.

e Operational Cooperation: The peak-level dialogue of Defence Ministers
was re-established as an Annual Defence Ministers' Dialogue. It also
launched an updated Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap and a
Maritime Security Cooperation MoU, both aimed at improving maritime
security and the sharing of information.

Economic & Trade Ties:

The summit focused heavily on long-term economic security.

e CECA Negotiations: The Prime Ministers discussed the development of
the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA). They reiterated
their intention to complete the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) for zero-duty access and to strengthen trade between
the two countries.

e Indian Prime Minister Modi met the Australian Prime Minister at the
India-Australia CEO Forum to discuss the bilateral economic roadmap,
and boost mutual investments by private sectors.

Energy & Critical Technologies:

Agreements at the summit directly advance India’s clean energy goals and
technology resilience.
e Civil Nuclear Agreement: Both sides signed Administrative Arrangements
for operationalization of the 2014 Civil Nuclear Agreement. This paves the

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

way for the first export of Australian uranium for India's civilian nuclear
energy program.

e PACTS Framework: The countries kicked off the Australia-India
Partnership on Cyber, Critical Technologies and Supply Chains (PACTS)
to develop secure supply chains and digital infrastructure.

Education & Cultural Diplomacy:

Recognizing people-to-people ties as the anchor of the partnership, the summit
finalized several key sociocultural initiatives:

e University Campuses: Review of progress of institutional expansion:
Letters of Intent/Approval granted to Flinders University for Bengaluru
and Victoria University for Gurugram.

e Cultural Repatriation: Australia, three ancient pieces of heritages from
Tamilnadu were returned to the state voluntarily, a stone Nandi, a six
headed Karthikeya stone and a trident.

Way Forward:

The 3rd Annual Summit laid an important groundwork for both countries to
achieve their bilateral trade goal of AUD 100 billion by 2030. The new PACTS
technology framework, along with India's emerging civil nuclear industry, is a
major push towards green energy and digital resilience.

Source: PIB

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
Q. Critically examine the role of India—Australia relations in promoting a free,
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific.
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2.21 India-Myanmar Border Security Cooperation
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

India and Myanmar have agreed to deepen operational cooperation and
intelligence sharing and enhance border security at the interface to tackle multi-
national security challenges and boost regional connectivity under India's
Neighbourhood First and Act East policies.

Key Highlights:

e India and Myanmar discussed the bilateral cooperation in the field of
security at the 23rd National Level Meeting in New Delhi.

e The two countries agreed to further improve cooperation in the area of
intelligence, strengthen the coordination efforts along their shared border
and strengthen actions aimed at combating transnational crimes, in
addition to reiterating their efforts for peace and stability along the border
areas.

Key Outcomes of the Meeting:

e Strengthened Security Cooperation
o Agreed to improve the exchange of intelligence information with
security agencies.
o Enhance operational coordination in terms of cross-border threats.
o Increase cooperation through regular institutional dialogue and
capacity-building programmes.
e Choose a subject from Transnational Crimes
o Together they are committed to cooperating on the following:
= Terrorism and insurgency.
= Narcotics trafficking.
=  Arms smuggling.
= Human trafficking.
= Cybercrime.
»= Organised crime.
=  Wildlife trafficking.
e Border Management
o Analysed the prevailing security scenario across India — Myanmar
border
o Reaffirmed the importance of peace, stability and effective border
management.
o Myanmar agreed not to allow any activity that would affect the
security interests of India inside its territory.

Strategic Importance of Myanmar for India:

e Neighbourhood First Policy
o Myanmar is India's only land bridge connecting South Asia with
Southeast Asia.
o The region's economic integration and peaceful existence hinges on
stable bilateral relationships.
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Act East Policy
o Myanmar is the link between India and ASEAN.
o Facilitated connectivity boosts trade, investment and strategic
partnership.
MAHASAGAR Vision
o India is committed to helping develop the vision of ‘Mutual and
Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions’
(MAHASAGAR) through its cooperation with Myanmar.
o Enhance the security architecture in the Indo-Pacific region.
Connectivity Projects
o Both sides looked at progress in major infrastructure projects:
= The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project was
signed which links eastern seaboard of India to Myanmar and
involves sea, river and road transport.
= Trilateral Highway between India, Myanmar and Thailand for
better trade and connectivity between South Asia andSouth-
East Asia.
o These projects should:
= Boost regional trade.
= Optimize logistical flows and supply chain.
= Enhance economic integration.
= Promote development in India's North-East.

Challenges:

Unfenced border with the out-of-country which allows illegal movement.
Cross-border insurgent networks.

Trafficking from Golden Triangle.

Political turmoil in Myanmar.

Time taken in implementation of connection schemes.

Internecine issues related to human rights.Internal conflict related
humanitarian issues.

Way Forward:

Simplify coordinated and timely exchange of information along the
borders.

Accelerate completion of connectivity projects.

Enhance cooperation in capacity building, training and technology.
Support socio-economic development, particularly in border areas.
Maintain diplomatic interactions and promote peace and stability in
Myanmar.

Conclusion:

Security, connectivity and regional integration agenda of India is
intricately linked with cooperation with Myanmar.

Such greater cooperation in combatting transnational threats and
strengthening infrastructure and economic integration will boost bilateral
ties and foster peace & prosperity in the Indo-Pacific.

Indian policies of Neighbourhood First and Act East must continue to
interact with Myanmar if its policy initiatives are to be successful.
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Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. Analyze internal security threats and transborder crimes along Myanmar,
Bangladesh and Pakistan borders including Line of Control (LoC). Also, discuss
the role played by various security forces in this regard. (2020)
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2.22 Changing Trends in Jammu & Kashmir’s Insurgency
Syllabus: Security [GS 3]

Context:

Jammu & Kashmir has seen a substantial drop in terrorist activities and induction
of local militants into their ranks over the last ten years, but the changing
methodology, cross-border terrorism and technological challenges are still
influencing local security.

Key Highlights:

e Jammu and Kashmir's security scenario has changed drastically in the past
decade.

e Terrorist attacks and local recruitment and casualties have dropped
significantly but the security agencies are still grappling with new
operational challenges, as the tactics of the militants evolve and cross-
border support gets stronger.

Key Changes in the Insurgency Landscape:

e Declining Terrorist Violence
o There has been a marked decrease in both terror attacks and armed
clashes in recent years.
o The number of civilian deaths and the deaths of security forces
and/or militants have been on a downward trend consistently.
o Fighting among local militants has seen a significant drop as a result
of the ongoing counter-insurgency activities.
e Reduced Local Recruitment
o The number of local youths joining militant groups has declined
from previous years.
o This reduction has been due to several factors, including greater
awareness, enhanced security and socio-economic measures.
o Building local networks for militant groups is more difficult.
e Shift in Operational Tactics
o Terrorist groups have cut back on using social media and open
communications platforms.
o An increased focus on privacy, encrypted messaging and deceptive
technologies that interfere with digital tracking.
o The operations are gradually moving from urban areas to dense
forests and mountainous areas.
e Greater Role of Foreign Militants
o Foreign terrorists continue to play an important role in planning and
executing attacks.
o Infiltration and external logistical assistance continue to be a key
security issue.
o The leadership of several terrorist networks is being dominated from
outside the country.

Factors behind the Improvement

e Enhanced cooperation of intelligence and security services.
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More technology: Surveillance, Drones and Intelligence-based operations
etc.

Improved border management and anti-infiltration measures.

Ongoing disruption of terrorist financing and communication.
Development programs and better governance in several areas of the
region.

Emerging Security Challenges:

Smaller terrorist groups are becoming more difficult to identify and track.
Use of remote forest hideouts provides tactical advantages.

New challenges come with Hybrid Militancy and Decentralised
Operations.

Long-term stability is still under threat due to cross-border terrorism.
Intelligence is a continuous process of upgrading because of rapid
technological changes.

Significance for India:

Provides evidence on the effectiveness of integrated counter-terrorism
strategies.

Promotes the increasingly critical role of technology in the world of
internal security management

Bolsters the country's security and diminishes organised militant activity.
Promotes sustainable peace, economic growth and democracy in the
region.

Way Forward:

Improve border infrastructure and anti-infiltration systems.

Improve inter-agency coordination of security forces at the federal and
state levels.

Increase the application of artificial intelligence, drones and cyber
intelligence in counter-terrorism.

Promote and support youth engagement, education and employment to
prevent radicalisation.

Advocate for inclusive development, good governance and public
engagement for sustainable peace.

Conclusion:

The security scenario in Jammu & Kashmir has greatly improved over the
last decade, giving ample credit to the persistent efforts in counter-
insurgency and enhanced intelligence gathering and coordination.

The threat has not gone away, however, as militant tactics have grown
more sophisticated and foreign support networks and technology are
developing.

For durable peace in the region, a comprehensive strategy of good security,
development, technology and community involvement will be necessary.

Source: The Indian Express
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Mains PYQ:

Q. To what extent is Article 370 of the Indian Constitution, bearing marginal
note “Temporary provision with respect to the State of Jammu and Kashmir”,
temporary? Discuss the future prospects of this provision in the context of Indian

polity. (2016)
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2.23 India to Help Restore Indonesia’s Prambanan Temple
Syllabus: Culture [GS 1]

Context:

The first-ever visit of India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Indonesia has
helped move the "restoration of the Prambanan Temple" project a step forward,
underlining the decades-old civilisational ties and the importance of cultural
diplomacy in India-Indonesia ties.

Key Highlights:

e In his official visit to Indonesia, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
announced India's support for the restoration of the Prambanan Temple
Compounds, which is one of the most significant Hindu monuments in
Southeast Asia.

e It is an attempt to promote Indian efforts to protect the common cultural
heritage and also to further deepen the relationship with Indonesia through
cultural cooperation.

About Parmbanan Temple:

e Prambanan is the biggest Hindu temple complex in Indonesia and one of
the best examples of the Hindu temple architecture of Southeast Asia.

e The complex was in and around Yogyakarta, on the island of Java, with
approximately 240 temples.

e In 1991 it was added to the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites for its
superb cultural and historical significance.

e The temple is mainly dedicated to Lord Shiva, with the presence of Lord
Vishnu and Lord Brahma also.

Historical Background:

e Rise of the Temple
o The Sanjaya Dynasty revived Hinduism in Central Java and built
Prambanan in the 9th century CE.
o The temple is believed to have been built by King Rakai Pikatan
during the period of decline of the Buddhist Sailendra dynasty.
o For almost 100 years, the temple was an important religious and
cultural centre.
e Decline and Restoration
o Political changes in East Java and the subsequent volcanic eruptions
caused the temple to be abandoned.
o Gradually it became covered by volcanic deposits and rich
undergrowth.
o Starting from the colonial period, the monument was found again by
the European explorers and has been restored several times since the
Independence of Indonesia.

Architecture Significance:
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Buddhist influence is also seen in the temple complex, which is the result
of cultural exchanges in ancient Java.
It is the symbol of religious harmony as well.

o The marriage of the Hindu ruler Rakai Pikatan and the Buddhist
princess Pramodhawardhani is connected to the construction of
Prambanan.

The peaceful coexistence of Hinduism and Buddhism during this period is
proved by the existence of Buddhist temples near the place, namely Sewu,
Lumbung and Bubrah.

Opverall, the temple complex is a stunning and intricate example of
religious tolerance and cultural fusion in the Southeast Asian region.

Significance for India:

Strengthening Cultural Diplomacy
o The restoration of Prambanan by India highlights and strengthens
centuries-old civilisational ties with Indonesia.
o It emphasizes the increased trend of employing heritage
conservation as a tool of foreign policy for India.
Advancing the Act East Policy
o Cultural cooperation goes hand in hand with strategic and economic
engagement as part of India's Act East Policy.
o It enhances person-to-person bonds and mutual understanding of
common heritage.
Enhancing Soft Power
o The conservation of historical monuments in countries outside India
creates a positive impact on the international cultural agenda.
o It presents the skill and knowledge of the Indian archaeologists,
restorers and heritage managers.

Way Forward:

Increase archaeological cooperation and preservation between India and
Indonesia.

Encourage cooperative studies on trade and cultural interaction in the
ancient maritime world.

Promote sustainable and preservationist heritage tourism of the historical
monuments.

Improve bilateral understanding through strengthening of education,
museum and cultural exchange programs.

Use common history to deepen the overall cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Evaluate the economic and strategic dimensions of India’s Look East Policy
in the context of the post-Cold War international scenario. (2016)

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

2.24 Why the Developing El Nifo is a Concern for India?
Syllabus: Environment [GS 3]

Context:

The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has raised the
possibility that the current El Nifio will be one of the strongest since 1950, with a
decrease in monsoon rains in India, agriculture, water security and economic
stability becoming issues of concern.

Key Highlights:

e EIl Nino now looks like it will be one of the strongest to date since 1950,
according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA).

e The event started in June 2026 and may intensify even more, with a strong
likelihood that it will persist in the early months of 2027.

e Below normal monsoon rainfall would occur in India, which would pose
serious challenges to the agriculture, food security and economic growth
of the country.

What is El Niho?

e El Nino is the warm phase of the El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO), a
natural phenomenon in sea temperature and atmospheric pressure that
takes place in the tropical Pacific Ocean.

e It has the following characteristics:

o Sea surface temperature: Abnormally warm waters over the Nino
3.4 region of the central and eastern Pacific Ocean.

o Reduction in strength of the trade winds.

o Alterations in the circulation and rainfall of the atmosphere.

o El Nifo is official when the SST in the Nino 3.4 region is over
0.5°C for more than 60 days.

ENSO: El Nifio and La Nina

e During El Nifio conditions, there are also increases in the temperature of
the oceans and a general reduction in rainfall over India.
e La Nina is cooler than normal water temperature in the Pacific and
generally intensifies Indian summer monsoon.
e One of the most important causes for global climate variability is ENSO.
e Short-term Status of the El Nifio current state of conditions for El Nifio.
o El Nino 3.4 index has surpassed the threshold of 1.2°C for a moderate El
Nifio.
e The event likely could:
o Strengthen to a severe (strong/very strong) El Nino.
o Continue until early 2027.
o El Nifo is typically considered very strong when the Nifio 3.4 index
is 2°C or higher.

Impact on India:

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com
https://www.iasexam.com/el-nino-as-an-economic-crisis-in-india/

e Monsoon Rainfall
o Its influence on the Indian southwest monsoon is through its effect
on reduction in moisture transport towards the Indian subcontinent.
o Combined situation of rainfall is likely to be below the normal long
period averages, particularly in the critical monsoon season.
o Below-normal rainfall can contribute to general drought across the
region.
e Agriculture
o Below normal precipitation would have negative impacts on:
= Kharif crop sowing.
= Crop productivity.
= Irrigation availability.
= Farm incomes.
= Rain fed agriculture is extremely vulnerable.
e Water Resources
o Less precipitation could decrease:
= Reservoir storage.
= Groundwater recharge.
= River flows.
= Drought availability may decrease in drought affected areas.
e Economy
o The agriculture sector plays an important role in the rural
employment base and demand.
o A weak monsoon may:
= Increase food inflation.
Reduce rural consumption.
Aftect overall economic growth.
Apply fiscal pressure through relief measures.
e Environment
o Qreater likelihood of:
= Heatwaves.
= Forest fires.
= Droughts.
= Water stress.
= Ecosystem degradation.

Role of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD):

e The Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD) affects rainfall over India.

e This can lead to a weakened negative IOD, a trend that could somewhat
offset the negative impact of El Nifio.

e But predictions suggest that the IOD is set to be neutral, which would not
allow it to promote monsoon rainfall.

Significance for Disaster Management:

o Early forecasting enables:
o Better crop planning.
Water resource management.
Drought preparedness.
Food grain stocks management.

O
O
O
o Timely policy interventions.
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Way Forward:

¢ Improve weather forecasting and prediction.

e Encourage use of climate-resilient, drought-tolerant cultivars.

e Use micro-irrigation and water conservation for better irrigation efficiency.

e Improve reservoir operation and groundwater recharge.

e Increase the scope of crop insurance and/or support for small and
vulnerable farmers.

e Agricultural diversification and practices that are efficient in adaptation to
climate change.

Conclusion:

« El Nino's intensifying presence signifies that India remains quite
vulnerable to the risks of climate change.

e With the possibility of having one of the strongest El Nifio events ever
witnessed, proactive planning, resilient agriculture and water management
will be critical to reduce socio-economic impacts.

e Food, water and livelihood security is stressed on the need for long-term
climate adaptation and better forecasting.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. Drought has been recognized as a disaster in view of its spatial expanse,
temporal duration, slow onset and lasting effects on vulnerable sections. With a
focus on the September 2010 guidelines from the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), discuss the mechanisms for preparedness to deal with likely
El Nino and La Nina fallouts in India? (2014)
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2.25 India’s Growing Partnership with New Zealand
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

It is a significant step in the bilateral relationship as the first-ever visit of an Indian
PM to New Zealand in 40 years under the theme of trade, technology and
innovation; sports Cooperation; and a shared vision for Free, Open and Inclusive
Indo-Pacific.

Key Highlights:

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting New Zealand for the first time
by an Indian Prime Minister in 40 years.

e The visit is expected to boost cooperation in the trade, investment,
technology, agriculture, sports, education and regional security fields and
to provide a renewed impetus to bilateral relations.

Key Outcomes of the Visit:

e Strengthening Economic Partnership
o Both parties reiterated their willingness to promote bilateral trade &
investment.
o The recently signed India—New Zealand Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) will likely lead to:
= Expand the market access of businesses.
= Increase export and import activities.
= Encourage long-term investments.
= Create new employment opportunities.
e Focus on Technology and Innovation
o Both India and New Zealand agreed to step up their cooperation in:
= Agricultural technology.
= Dairy innovation.
= Precision farming.
= Food processing.
= Research and innovation.
= Digital technologies and new growth areas.
o New Zealand's strengths in sustainable agriculture will contribute to
enhanced agriculture productivity and value addition in India.
e Sports Cooperation
o Both countries are on the discussion line on "Joint Action Plan on
Sports".
o Cooperation will include:
= High-performance sports.
= Sports science.
= Athlete training.
= Sport management and facilities.

Strategic Importance:

e Indo-Pacific Cooperation
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o The visit reflects India's confidence in a free, open, inclusive and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.
o It fits in with India's interaction with other Indo-Pacific partners like
Japan, Australia and Indonesia.
o Cooperation helps to create stability, safety and secure maritime
supply chains in the region.
Support for India's Foreign Policy
o The co-operation enhances various foreign policy activities, such as:
= Act East Policy
= Neighbourhood and Indo-Pacific engagement
= The Committee for the Advance & Holistic development of
Security and Growth Across Regions (MAHASAGAR)
People-to-People Relations
o New Zealand has approximately 300,000 Kiwis who are of Indian
origin.
o The Indian community also plays an important role in the business,
educational, political, cultural exchanges and more.
o It is hoped that educational, tourism and cultural cooperation are
enhanced, thereby boosting bilateral goodwill.

Significance for India:

Diversifies India's trade relations.

Promotes technology transfer and innovation.

Enhances agricultural modernisation.

Enhances collaboration in training/education.

Increasing India's presence in the Indo—Pacific region.
Sustains resilient, diversified fora of global supply chains.

Challenges:

The trade is generally still small bilaterally and seems to be limited to a
smaller extent than it has the potential to be.

Logistics costs are a consequence of geographical distance.

PEIM has little knowledge of market opportunities.

Certain regional economic dynamics are expected to be influenced by
global geopolitical uncertainties.

Way Forward:

Facilitate proper enforcement of FTA.

Increase cooperation in the field of clean energy, digital economy and
critical technologies.

Encourage collaborative research, agriculture-biotechnology and food
security.

Empower maritime cooperation and connectivity in the Indo-Pacific.
Promote academic exchange, touristic activities and people to people
contacts in order to develop long lasting partnerships.

Conclusion:

The historic visit of PM Modi opens up new avenues of cooperation for
India-New Zealand relations, not confined to the traditional areas.
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e Socio-economic cooperation, technological development, sports
cooperation and joint strategic interests will build a firm base for future
cooperation.

e The partnership has great potential to grow in importance in the next few
years, as both nations look to develop a more diversified economic interest
and support a peaceful Indo-Pacific.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. How would the recent phenomena of protectionism and currency
manipulations in world trade affect macroeconomic stability of India? (2018)
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2.26 India-Kyrgyzstan Epic Heritage Tie-Up
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

India and Kyrgyzstan have signed an agreement in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan to open
the International Centre for Civilizational Studies "Manas and Mahabharata".
This is a collaborative project that strengthens cultural relations and facilitates
the exchange of comparative studies of the two epics.

Background & Context:

e The Centre: The Centre for Studies of International Relations (CSIR) from
New Delhi and the Manas National Academy in Kyrgyzstan created this
joint academic platform.

e The Epic of Manas: It is an oral historic and traditional epic, popular in the
multicultural consciousness of the Kyrgyz people. One of the world's
longest epic poems.

e Mahabharata: One of the ancient Indian epics which teaches philosophy,
ethics and culture of India.

Key Highlights of the Initiative:

e Bishkek Centre: The institution is situated in Bishkek — the capital of
Kyrgyz Republic. It is not only a permanent seat of civilizational research,
academic exchanges and cooperation on common literary histories, but
also a place for tradition keeping.

e Hindi Translation: During the launch, scholars released the first-ever Hindi
translation of the Kyrgyz epic Manas. The event encourages literary
diplomacy, and brings the Central Asian classic to the Indian readers.

e Trilateral Agreements: 7 top universities of Kyrgyzstan, CSFIR and Manas
National academy have signed the trilateral agreements.

Significance for India:

e Cultural Diplomacy: The partnership is India's civilizational outreach to
Eurasia. It guides them to recognize how traditional values in Asia are still
evident in epic poetry and common historical philosophies.

e Soft Power: When Manas and Mahabharata meet, it creates a people to
people link. It is based on old ties as in the Silk Route era.

e Academic Exchange: The centre provides research opportunities for young
researchers of India and Kyrgyzstan. This expands India's relationship with
the Central Asian countries.

Broader India-Kyrgyzstan Relations:

e Strategic Partnership: India and Kyrgyzstan have close and friendly
relationship and are strategic partners.

e Global Support: Kyrgyzstan has extended its support for India's efforts to
gain full permanent membership in the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) and has been a part of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) that India is trying to join.
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e Defense and Security: Both countries are actively cooperating in the field
of defense. They carry out collaborative military drills and they have some
shared concerns on terrorism, extremism and drug trafficking.

e Education and Diaspora: Education in Kyrgyzstan is popular with
thousands of Indian students going to pursue medical studies. This sets a
robust public diplomacy groundwork.

Source: TOI

UPSC Practice Question:
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the comparative study of the
Epic of Manas and the Mahabharata:

1. Both epics belong to the category of living oral traditions, historically
recited by specialized bards rather than solely learned from written texts.

2. Both epics serve as foundational texts that define their respective cultural
and moral ethos, emphasizing the concepts of cosmic duty, righteousness,
and heroic sacrifice.

3. The India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Centre for Civilizational Studies was
established, in part, to research the historical, linguistic, and literary
parallels between the two civilizations, including their epic heritage.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.1 and 2 only

B.2 and 3 only

C.1 and 3 only

D.1,2,and 3

Answer- D

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

	Mains PYQ:
	Mains PYQ: (1)
	UPSC Mains Practice Question:
	UPSC Mains Practice Question: (1)
	UPSC Practice Question:
	UPSC Mains Practice Question: (2)
	UPSC Mains Practice Question: (3)
	Mains PYQ: (2)
	Mains PYQ: (3)
	Mains PYQ: (4)
	UPSC Practice Question: (1)
	UPSC Practice Question: (2)
	Mains PYQ: (5)
	Mains PYQ: (6)
	UPSC Practice Question: (3)
	Mains PYQ: (7)
	Prelims PYQ:
	UPSC Prelims Practice Question:
	UPSC Mains Practice Question: (4)
	Mains PYQ: (8)
	Mains PYQ: (9)
	Mains PYQ: (10)
	Mains PYQ: (11)
	Mains PYQ: (12)
	UPSC Practice Question: (4)

