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Context: 

The Tungabhadra model exemplifies cooperative federalism in managing inter-

State water disputes. Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana implemented a 

non-adversarial approach towards the construction of spillway gates for the 

Tungabhadra Dam and the scientific management of the basins, thereby 

establishing a sustainable framework for agricultural equity and disaster 

preparedness.  

Introduction: The Tungabhadra River & Project  

 Geographical significance: The Tungabhadra is formed by the Tunga and 

Bhadra rivers, both of which originate from the Western Ghats (Karnataka) 

and drains 531 km, merging into the Krishna river. 

 The Project: The multi-purpose Tungabhadra Dam (Pampa Sagar) is 

located near Hosapete, Karnataka. It was commissioned in the 1950s and it 

irrigates 16.38 lakh acres of drought-prone regions in Karnataka, Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana and provides drinking water to a huge population. 

Historical & Legal Framework of Water Allocation: 

 Water Sharing Formula: The Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT-I) 

established a long-term water-sharing ratio of 65:35 between Karnataka 

and the undivided Andhra Pradesh. 

 Current Allocations: Post bifurcation allocation for Karnataka is 151.49 

TMC, assured allocation for undivided Andhra Pradesh is 78.51 TMC and 

Telangana’s share is 15.9 TMC. 

 The Tungabhadra Board: This is an inter-State statutory body established 

after the recommendations of KWDT to regulate the release of water to the 

member states and to keep an eye on evaporation losses. 

The Tungabhadra Model of Inter-State Cooperation: 

 Joint Infrastructure Upgrades: The three riparian states along with the 

Union Government embarked on a mammoth structural rehabilitation 

project after the washout of a critical crest gate to reinforce the dam's 

storage capacity by installing 33 spillway gates. 

 High-Level Consensus: Chief Ministers of the three riparian states and the 

Union Jal Shakti Minister convened rare joint sessions to deliberate on the 

basin's future, rewriting the script on traditional water-sharing rivalries. 

 Equitable Management Initiatives: States have committed to updating 

irrigation systems, improving flood prediction and to provide up-to-date 

hydrological information to farmers across all command areas. 

SIMPLIFY EDITORIALS 

1.1 Tungabhadra Model: Inter-State Water Cooperation 
Syllabus: Polity & Governance [GS 2] 
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Challenges in the Basin: 

 Siltation Crisis: Decades of heavy siltation have drastically reduced the 

dam's original 134 TMC storage capacity, causing downstream deficits and 

operational challenges. 

 Infrastructure Deficits: Telangana has been unable to make the most of the 

allocated share due to decay in infrastructure, such as the Rajolibanda 

Diversion Scheme (RDS). 

 Upstream vs. Downstream Conflicts: Historically, the construction of 

infrastructure projects like the Upper Bhadra project in Karnataka have 

caused issues with downstream users such as Andhra Pradesh. 

Way Forward for River Governance: 

 Desilting and Scientific Operations: Desilting reservoir and examining 

Navali balancing reservoirs to recover lost water storage capacity. 

 Cooperative Federalism: The Tungabhadra consensus makes just that point 

critical infrastructure and water crises can be solved far more swiftly when 

states focus on survival rather than political posturing. 

 Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM): leveraging technological 

frameworks to exchange data, equitably allocate water and build long-term 

climate resilience in the Deccan plateau. 

 

Source: The Hindu
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Context: 

Schools can tackle adolescent malnutrition by balancing dietary improvements 

with mandatory, structured physical activity.  

The Link between Inactivity & Malnutrition:  

 Balanced nutrition in adolescence needs balance with regular activity. 

Malnutrition can be either undernutrition or obesity, and a sedentary 

lifestyle has a negative impact on both.  

 Excess screen time and lack of movement can adversely affect metabolism 

and can be as harmful as a bad diet. 

Core Dimensions of School-Based Interventions: 

A. Comprehensive Dietary Reforms 

Good nutrition for adolescents is a critical need for successful brain development 

and for reducing the risk of chronic adult lifestyle diseases. 

 Nutrient-Dense Menus: The institutional menu should be nutritionally 

balanced at both macro and micron nutrient levels. Local millets, pulses, 

seasonal fruits and green leafy vegetables should be incorporated in the 

menus. 

 UPF-Free Campuses: Ban sales, marketing and promotion of High Fat, 

Sugar and Salt (HFSS) foods in and around the school. 

 Nutrition Literacy: Incorporate mandatory classes on reading food labels, 

identifying hidden sugars, and understanding caloric density into the 

foundational curriculum. 

 Dietary Fortification: Increase fortification of iron, folic acid, and vitamin 

B12 to staple foods for institutional feeding programs as a strategy to 

address the high prevalence of adolescent anemia. 

 Institutional Gardens: Create school kitchen gardens to provide practical 

farm experience and change behaviour of students to eat fresh produce. 

B. Mandatory and Structured Physical Activity. 

The health risks of being sedentary cannot be completely overcome by changing 

eating habits. Physical literacy needs to be institutionalized to better the 

cardiovascular health and body composition. 

 Curriculum Integration: Raise the status of physical education from a 

secondary elective to a core subject that is mandatory in all secondary 

classes and that is taught on a daily basis and that is graded. 

 Activity Standards: Ensure all students are involved in moderate to 

vigorous physical activity for at least 60 minutes a day. 

 Active Intermissions: Reinforce short, planned active breaks between 

academic teaching sessions to break up extended sitting and minimize 

screen fatigue. 

 Inclusive Modules: Build fitness activities in a group that are designed for 

students who are not athletic, differently abled, or overweight and are 

intended to foster an active role for them.  

1.2 Tackling Adolescent Malnutrition: The Role of Schools 
Syllabus: Health [GS 2] 
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Policy Alignment & Institutional Frameworks: 

To bring about these change at school level, strategies should be compatible with 

the national frameworks: 

 PM POSHAN Scheme: use the infrastructure of midday meals for 

distribution of high-protein supplements, local millets, eggs and milk for 

adolescent growth stages. 

 Fit India Movement: Standardize fitness assessment protocols in both 

public and private schools, and make fitness tracking card indices a part of 

the final student report cards. 

 Eat Right School Initiative: Adopt Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) protocols to ensure strict food safety, absolute hygiene and 

quality food in the school cafeteria. 

Key Implementation Challenges:  

 Lack of Infrastructure: There is a significant shortage of playgrounds, 

sports equipment and safe sports facilities in most government schools. 

 Socio-Economic Gaps: There is complete dependence on school feeding 

programmes and a lack of food diversity is caused by limited state budgets 

for vulnerable socio-economic groups. 

 Academic Bias: Institutional and parental attitudes focus on academic 

success through exams, and consider sports to be a waste of time. 

Way Forward:  

 Inter-Ministerial Convergence: Set up a joint structural task force 

comprising of the ministries of education, health and family welfare and 

youth affairs and sports. 

 Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): Partner with Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) schemes and sports NGOs to develop low cost, high 

value sporting infrastructure. 

 Community Ownership: Work with School Management Committees 

(SMCs) and local Panchayats to ensure that meals are of good quality and 

that healthy living habits are carried out at home.  

 

Source: The Hindu
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Context: 

India’s enduring partnership with Israel risks becoming a rigid diplomatic habit 

rather than a dynamic strategy. As West Asia faces shifting geopolitical fault lines, 

including US-Iran confrontations and emerging regional realignments, New Delhi 

must balance its bilateral engagements to protect its vital energy, economic, and 

diaspora interests. 

The Evolution of India’s ‘Israel Habit’:  

 De-hyphenation: In terms of history, India's foreign policy combined Israel 

and Palestine. Later, New Delhi has pursued a "de-hyphenated" policy, 

which enables it to strengthen its bilateral relations with Israel while at the 

same time, it has backed the Palestinian cause.  

 Structural Embrace: What began as tactical engagement in defense and 

agriculture blossomed into a strategic partnership by 2017. Israel is also 

today a major exporter of defense technology, such as co-developed 

technology as with the Barak-8 missile system.  

 Multilateral Groupings: India's inclusion in platforms such as I2U2 

Grouping and the proposed corridors like IMEC, underscores a formalized 

partnership between Indian economic and connectivity interests, and Tel 

Aviv and Washington.  

Changing West Asian Realities: 

 U.S.-Iran Confrontation: The geopolitical stand-off between the United 

States and Iran is no longer a distant affair – it is a reality that affects 

India's domestic economy. There is a high risk of escalations blocking 

critical oil transmission chokepoints in the Strait of Hormuz.  

 The new realities: Recent regional escalations, joint security exercises and 

changes in leadership within Iran have made older assumptions about the 

power of certain regional powers look increasingly outdated.  

 Shifting US Calculus: Washington’s strategic calculus in the region is 

changing, with the U.S. seeking diplomatic off-ramps while navigating 

visible frictions with maximalist leadership in Tel Aviv.  

Strategic Challenges for India: 

 Balancing Tel Aviv and Tehran: India’s deepening security alignment with 

Israel poses a diplomatic risk of alienating Iran, a vital nation for India's 

energy security and Central Asian connectivity (via the Chabahar port).  

 The Global South credibility: India's over-emphasis on some 

western/Israeli alliances in the polarized West Asia can jeopardise its 

credibility and diplomatic influence within the wider Global South and the 

Arab Gulf countries.  

 Diaspora and Energy Security: Millions of Indians reside and work in the 

Gulf region, and the bulk of India’s crude oil passes through vulnerable 

maritime chokepoints, making stability paramount.  

1.3 Beyond the ‘Israel Habit’: India’s West Asia Shift 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2] 
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The Way Forward: Diplomatic Balance 

 Strategic Autonomy: India should avoid complacency and stop making 

routine leaps and bounds to foreign strategies and pursuits, and opt for 

strategic flexibility and issue-based engagements. 

 Differentiated Ties: New Delhi should maintain a multi-aligned stance, on 

defense ties with Israel while strengthening economic and diplomatic ties 

with Saudi Arabia, UAE and Iran. 

 Diplomatic proactivity: India must proactively use diplomatic avenues to 

promote de-escalation and regional peace while maintaining essential 

economic connectivity without getting entangled in local wars.  

 

Source: The Hindu
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Context: 

Cancer continues to be one of the major causes of death worldwide and in India, 

thus posing a growing public health problem. When cancer is a notifiable disease, 

every time someone is diagnosed they must be reported to the government. There 

is presently no single and compulsory national system for the registry of 

oncological diseases in India. A national notifiable status is essential for systemic 

public health management, precise effective resource allocation and 

epidemiological tracking.

What is a Notifiable Disease?  

A notifiable disease is any disease that is legally required to be reported to 

government officials by health care providers. 

 Goal: It enables epidemiological surveillance, early action in an outbreak 

and effective resource allocation in real time. 

 Statutory Framework: It is regulated mainly by the Epidemic Diseases Act, 

1897 at the state level. 

 Expanding Scope: In India, non-infectious diseases such as snakebites 

were recently added to notifiable diseases to record important data, 

although it is usually used for infectious diseases (e.g., Tuberculosis, 

COVID-19). 

The Current Cancer Surveillance Framework: 

India currently maintains the National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP) 

under ICMR since 1982. 

 Registry Types: Hospital Based Cancer Registries (HBRs) and Population 

Based Cancer Registries (PBRs). 

 Coverage Gap: Only 10% to 16% of the total population in India is 

covered by the NCRP. 

 Existing Registries: are highly biased towards urban centres and public 

health clinics, neglecting to capture a significant amount of data from rural 

communities and the predominant private sector of health care.  

Need for Making Cancer a Notifiable Disease: 

 Reliability of Burden Estimation: There is a large degree of statistical 

modelling and sampling in the current national Burden projections, rather 

than true estimates of absolute numbers at any given time. 

 Identification of Geographic Hotspots: Some areas have elevated rates of 

particular cancers such as gallbladder cancer in the Indo-Gangetic plain. 

 Resource Optimization: The correct tracking of cases determines where to 

place oncology clinics, tertiary care facilities and equipment, and deploy 

special oncologists. 

 Policy Formulation: Authentic numbers are used to design screening 

campaigns under the government welfare programme such as Ayushman 

Bharat (PM-JAY). 

1.4 Making Cancer a Notifiable Disease in India 
Syllabus: HEALTH [GS 2] 
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 Research and Development: Epidemiological information specific to India 

is essential to know about the variation specific to the Indian population 

and to design clinical trials in India. 

Key Benefits for Public Health: 

 Early Detection Systems: Regional trends can be monitored to implement 

the screening resources proactively, so that the overall survival rate would 

be improved. 

 Private Sector Integration: Reporting to private healthcare units will ensure 

the inclusion of higher-income and urban patient segments. 

 Financial Protection Tracking: Policymakers can trace and mitigate the 

catastrophic out-of-pocket expenditure trends caused by expensive 

oncology treatments. 

 Strengthening Primary Care: Data supports trainings for frontline health-

care workers such as ASHAs to identify local environmental risk factors 

early. 

Challenges in Implementation: 

 Infrastructure Deficit: Many rural health care centers do not have digital 

health records and reliable Internet access to provide real-time 

information. 

 Medical Medical History: Privacy Concerns are in High Demand in 

Safeguarding Sensitive Patient Medical History under the Digital Personal 

Data Protection (DPDP) Act. 

 Administrative Burden: Medical professionals and hospital staff, who are 

already busy, might be reluctant to deal with the extra paperwork involved 

in meeting statutory requirements. 

 Diagnostic Limitations: There are high incidence rates of misdiagnosis or 

late diagnosis in rural areas, resulting in many cases going undiagnosed. 

Way Forward: 

 Mandatory reporting: Make cancer notification compulsory for all 

hospitals and labs.  

 Digital integration: Link reporting with ABDM and ABHA.  

 Public-private collaboration: Simplify digital reporting by private labs.  

 Awareness: Train healthcare workers to improve reporting and reduce 

underreporting. 

Conclusion: 

Transforming cancer into a notifiable disease is no longer optional but a strategic 

necessity for India's healthcare architecture. The effective implementation of 

universal data tracking will effectively move India from the reactive treatment 

models towards proactive, preventive, oncological approaches. 

Source: The Hindu
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Context: 

India’s growth requires a $1.4 trillion infrastructure pipeline to support its 

economic expansion and net-zero targets. The use of public capital expenditure 

alone is not sustainable in the long term. The PPP 2.2 model is a paradigm shift 

from passive capital mobilisation and passive capital circulation to passive capital 

circulation of the infrastructure in India.

The Evolution of PPP in India:  

 PPP 1.0 (Mobilization): This phase has been about the process of bringing 

in private investment for the huge infrastructure gap, via BOT (Build-

Operate-Transfer) and HAM (Hybrid Annuity Model).  

 The Flaw of Short-term Capital: Long-lived infrastructure assets spanning 

30-50 years were often financed with short-term bank loans (7-10 years). 

This mismatch resulted in a weak revenue growth phase and heavy debt-

servicing costs, stressed assets and non-performing assets (NPAs).  

Understanding PPP 2.2: Capital Circulation 

The original idea behind PPP 2.2 is not only to mobilise capital in the beginning, 

but to also continually circulate the capital.  

 Dynamic Risk Based Repricing: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) should 

implement Dynamic Risk Based Repricing. Today, banks have much 

higher risk premia for construction-stage projects, after their projects have 

been completed and de-risked. This eliminates refinance incentives.  

 Life Cycle Risk Matching: The state should cover high risk phases 

(preparation of the project, land acquisition). Projects can then be handed 

over to long-term institutional investors, such as global pension funds, 

insurance companies and sovereign wealth funds, in a seamless transition.  

Key Enablers for PPP 2.2: 

 Reviving IDFs (Infrastructure Debt Funds): IDFs are the key link between 

operational infrastructure and longer-term institution investors.  

 Asset Recycling: Unlocking capital from mature, de-risked assets is vital. 

A dollar that sits there forever in an existing asset is a dollar not available 

to be used for the next highway, transmission line, or renewable energy 

project.  

 Institutional Restructuring: To expand existing institutions such as the 

National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) to explicitly manage 

the risk transfer mechanisms and to draw in patient global capital.  

Significance for India: 

 Decongesting Public Balance Sheets: Reduce excessive public borrowing 

so the government can have fiscal discipline and push hard for capital 

expenditure (capex).  

1.5 PPP 2.2: Recycling Capital for India’s Infrastructure  
Syllabus: Economy, Infrastructure [GS 3] 
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 Decarbonization: Guarantees long-term returns for the trillions needed for 

green investments (renewables, green hydrogen, climate resilient cities) 

with stable, inflation-linked returns.  

 Resource Optimization: Speeds up the delivery of National Infrastructure 

Pipeline (NIP) and the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) by making 

the liquidity available and unlocking bank capital for new projects.   

Way Forward: 

India needs to move towards a more dynamic, circulation model of financing 

infrastructure, replacing the state budget. The active development of secondary 

markets for operational infrastructure assets, coupled with structural reforms and 

strong contract enforcement, is needed. 

 

Source: The Indian Express
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Context: 

Five emerging long-term trends have the potential to influence the political, 

economic, social, and demographic future of India and bring opportunities and 

challenges for governance and inclusive development to the fore. 

Key Highlights: 

 India is going through major demographic, economic, technological and 

social transitions. 

 In the next few decades, there are several structural long-term trends 

expected to influence India's governance, economy, society and global 

position. 

 Policymakers should be aware of these trends for the purpose of inclusive, 

democratic and sustainable development. 

Changing Nature of Democracy: 

 Governance outcomes are becoming as important as civil liberties in 

assessing democratic institutions' performance. 

 The issue of the balance among electoral legitimacy, independence of the 

institutions, freedom of the media and the citizens' rights is seen in 

increasing debate. 

 Promoting institutional strengthening, transparency, accountability and 

public participation is imperative for sustaining democratic governance. 

Increasing Economic Concentration: 

 Market concentration: Growing dominance of large corporations.  

 MSME challenges: Limited finance, technology, and market access.  

 Risk: Rising concentration can worsen inequality.  

 Way Forward: Promote innovation, entrepreneurship, fair competition, and 

labour-intensive industries. 

Rapid Urbanisation & Social Transformation: 
 Urbanisation: Reshaping social roles and lifestyles.  

 Migration: Creating more diverse and cosmopolitan cities.  

 Digital transformation: Changing communication, work, and education.  

 Way Forward: Strengthen urban planning, housing, transport, and social 

inclusion. 

Cultural Change & Social Cohesion: 
 Financial incentives: Limited effect on fertility.  

 Global trend: Welfare alone cannot raise birth rates.  

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 

2.1 Five Transformation Trends Defining India’s Future 
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3] 

http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com


 

7682823980/7682823981             www.vajiraoiasacademy.com              info@vajiraoiasacademy.com         

12 
 

 Key factors: Jobs, housing, childcare, and gender equality.  

 India's priority: Focus on human development. 

Rising Inequality amid Economic Growth: 
 India is likely to uphold the status of one of the world's fastest growing 

economies. 

 But there are potential for socio-economic gaps to become greater because 

of access to education, health services, work, technology, and finances that 

may not be equal. 

 Human capital, social protection, skill building and job creation need to be 

increased for inclusive growth. 

 Sustainable and equitable development can only be realised if regional and 

social inequalities are reduced. 

Key Challenges: 

 Enhancing democratic institutions and constitutional governance. 

 The drawback of income and regional inequality is minimized. 

 Supporting the MSMEs with large industries. 

 Sustainable management of fast urbanisation. 

 Addressing social justice, economic development and environmental 

sustainability. 

 Enabling equal opportunity for all sections of society. 

Way Forward: 

 Establish greater accountability and rule of law in institutions. 

 Facilitate free and competitive markets and foster entrepreneurship. 

 Work on education, health, digital access and training. 

 Develop urban infrastructure to withstand and thrive in resilience. 

 Promote social harmony through participation in government and 

constitutional values. 

 Provide for inclusive growth which must translate to gains in living 

standards across. 

Conclusion: 

 The market-driven growth of the economy will not determine India's 

future, but the quality of the institutions, its inclusiveness in growth and 

social cohesion. 

 To realize the vision of a developed and inclusive India, addressing 

emerging structural problems will make for good policy making, good 

federalism and governance of the citizens. 

 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. “Industrial growth rate has lagged behind in the overall growth of Gross-

Domestic-Product (GDP) in the post-reform period” Give reasons. How far the 

recent changes in Industrial Policy capable of increasing the industrial growth 

rate? (2017) 

 

http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com


 

7682823980/7682823981             www.vajiraoiasacademy.com              info@vajiraoiasacademy.com         

13 
 

 

 

 

 

Context: 

Madhya Pradesh Police has launched its first coordinated operation against 

wildlife trafficking via railway tracks on the basis of an analysis of the data of 

wildlife seizure over a period of six years (2020-2026).

Key Highlights: 

 The investigation uncovered that the protected freshwater turtles were 

sourced from organised interstate networks from north India for illegal 

trade in the Southeast Asian and Middle East markets. 

 The results indicate that the transportation of protected wildlife by 

passenger trains is gaining momentum and is a significant threat to 

biodiversity conservation and wildlife law enforcement. 

Why is Wildlife Trafficking a Concern? 

 Trafficking is the biggest illegal transnational crime after narcotics, arms 

and trafficking in persons and one of the most common forms of 

trafficking is the trafficking in wildlife. 

 India is a trading partner in the illegal trade in reptiles, birds, mammals or 

their body parts as a trading partner, both as a source and transit country. 

 The illegal wildlife trade poses a threat to biodiversity, ecosystem 

functioning, zoonotic diseases and organised crime networks. 

 Authorities captured 654 protected animals, including 647 freshwater 

turtles and 7 Egyptian vultures, in 2020-2026 on passenger trains. 

 Four organised interstate trafficking networks were identified through 

investigations by way of using railway routes. 

 In all cases, it was found that animals were hidden in passengers' bags or 

sacks, suggesting that traffickers favour passenger trains over freight. 

 The seizures are estimated to be only a small proportion of the wildlife 

being trafficked throughout the country. 

Major Trafficking Routes: 

 The major area for the capture of freshwater turtles is the Ganga River 

system and its tributaries in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Madhya Pradesh is also a crucial area for goods being transported to 

Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and international markets. 

 Three main trafficking lines have been identified: 

o Patna–Lucknow–Indore 

o Kanpur–Bhopal–Mumbai 

o Lucknow–Itarsi–Bengaluru 

 Species Under Threat 

o Indian Softshell Turtle 

o Indian Flapshell Turtle 

o Indian Roofed Turtle 

o Batagur turtle is under "critically endangered" status in the IUCN 

Red List. 

2.2 Freshwater Turtle Trafficking in India 
Syllabus: Environment [GS 3] 
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o Egyptian Vulture 

 Some of these species are illegally exported for exotic pet trade, traditional 

medicine and international wildlife trade. 

Legal Framework: 

 Endangered species are legally protected by the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972. 

 Indian Softshell turtle and Indian Flapshell turtle are classified under 

Schedule I which has the highest level of legal protection. 

 India is also a signatory to CITES which is a convention that controls the 

trade in species of wild animals that are threatened with extinction. 

Challenges in Enforcement: 

 Wildlife detection is difficult and anonymity is provided by passenger 

trains. 

 Loose monitoring and inadequate intelligence sharing are being leveraged 

by organised interstate networks. 

 Poor investigation and the slow pace of adjudication lead to less deterrence 

of wildlife offences. 

 Current monitoring systems (baggage screening, CCTV etc) are not being 

fully used. 

Government Response: 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the following coordinated enforcement approach has 

been planned: 

o State Tiger Strike Force (STSF) 

o Government Railway Police (GRP) 

o Forest Department 

o Railway authorities 

 The strategy is intelligence-led policing, increased surveillance, screening 

of bags, use of sniffer dogs, facial recognition, CCTV monitoring and 

inter-agency working. 

Way Forward: 

 Improve coordination of intelligence sharing among national and state law 

enforcement. 

 Increase technological surveillance of key railway stations. 

 Fast-track wildlife crime investigations and prosecution. 

 Reinforce inter-state coordination to break the organised trafficking 

networks. 

 Raise awareness on the IWT and conservation of biodiversity. 

 Further strengthen international cooperation under CITES to combat trans 

boundary wildlife trade. 

Conclusion: 

 It is a major departure from the previous model of wildlife raids to the new 

model of intelligence-led raids in Madhya Pradesh. 
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 Improved legislation, technology, coordination and engagement of the 

public are needed to combat wildlife trafficking. 

 The conservation of endangered species is crucial for the conservation of 

biodiversity of India and also for its international obligations. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Prelims PYQ: 
Q. Consider the following statements in respect of Trade Related Analysis of 

Fauna and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC): (2017) 

1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP). 

2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals 

is not a threat to the conservation of nature. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: (b) 
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Context: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has undertaken a State Visit to Seychelles and held 

bilateral talks with President Patrick Herminie.

Key Highlights:  

 On the occasion of the visit, the two countries affirmed their strategic 

partnership, signed Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs), enhanced 

cooperation in maritime security, and discussed India's vision of an ‘Ocean 

of Opportunity’ in the Indian Ocean.  

 This visit also helped strengthen India's MAHASAGAR Vision, 

development cooperation, and the commitment to a free, secure, inclusive, 

and sustainable Indian Ocean Region (IOR).  

Why is Seychelles important for India? 

 Seychelles is strategically positioned in the Western Indian Ocean, near the 

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs). 

 It plays an important role in ensuring maritime security in the Indian 

Ocean Region. 

 A major player in India's Neighbourhood First, Vision MAHASAGAR and 

Indo-Pacific policies. 

 It is an important ally in the fight against piracy, terrorism, illegal fishing, 

drug trafficking and maritime crimes. 

Key Outcomes of PM’s Visit: 

Maritime Security Cooperation 

o Agreed to reinforce cooperation in combating: 

 Piracy 

 Drug trafficking 

 Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing 

 Cross-border maritime crime 

o India will continue to assist in: 

 Coastal surveillance 

 Hydrographic surveys 

 Capacity building 

 Defence cooperation 

 Sustaining and giving patrol vessels. 

Vision of "Ocean of Opportunity" 

o The Indian Ocean is a common dwelling place. 

o Common duties are security, sustainability and prosperity. 

o Sizing is not the basis for partnership; it is based on mutual trust and 

respect. 

o The vision is to make the Indian Ocean: 

 A secure Sea Area. 

 A place of economic development. 

2.3 India’s Maritime Outreach in the Western Indian Ocean 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2] 
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 A sustainable "blue economy. 

 A space that is based on participatory development. 

Development Partnership 

o India announced a Special Economic Package of USD 175 million 

which includes: 

 Line of Credit worth USD 125 million in Rupees. 

 USD 50 million as grant assistance. 

o The package is designed to assist Seychelles priorities in the 

developmental process. 

Agreements Signed 

o Agreements were inked, such as in the following regions: 

 Implementation of UPI and digital payments. 

 Healthcare cooperation. 

 Banking collaboration. 

 Agriculture. 

 EXIM Bank support. 

 Cooperation in space and exploration of space. 

Recognition 

 PM Modi was presented with Seychelles' highest honour of: 

o Guardian Of The Blue Horizon 

o for contributions towards: 

 Environmental conservation. 

 Sustainable development. 

 Strengthening bilateral relations. 

 
MAHASAGAR Vision: 

 MAHASAGAR stands for: 

o Securing and promoting mutual and holistic progress and growth in 

regions. 

 Objectives 

o Maritime security. 

o Blue Economy. 

o Regional connectivity. 

o Climate resilience. 

o Disaster response. 

o Capacity building. 

o Sustainable development. 

o Inclusive economic growth. 

 It is based on India's earlier doctrine named SAGAR (Security and Growth 

for All in the Region).  

 
Significance for India: 

 Strategic 

o Strengthens India's presence in the Western Indian Ocean. 

o In response to the strategic rivalry in the Indian Ocean. 

o Improves understanding of the sea. 

 Economic 

o Promotes trade and connectivity. 

o Enhances the digital payment system under UPI. 

o Facilitates cooperation on Blue Economy. 

 Security 
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o Improves maritime surveillance. 

o Assures Sea Lines of Communication. 

o Enhances regional stability. 

 Diplomatic 

o Reinforces India's trustworthiness as a development partner. 

o Enhances commitment to Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 

o Boosts India's position in the Global South.  

Challenges:  

 Increasing geopolitical competition in the Indian Ocean. 

 The impact of climate change and sea level rise on island nations. 

 Illegal fishing and over-exploitation of marine resources. 

 Transnational organised crime and maritime piracy. 

 Financial and institutional constraints of SIDS. 

Way Forward:  

 Expand maritime security cooperation and information sharing. 

 Enhance the cooperation and collaboration of Blue Economy. 

 Increase investments in resilient infrastructure. 

 Promote digital public infrastructure like UPI. 

 Improve climate adaptation and resilience to disasters. 

 Encourage cultural, educational and people to people exchange. 

 Strengthen cooperation in the framework of MAHASAGAR and Indo 

pacific. 

 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. What are the maritime security challenges in India? Discuss the 

organisational, technical and procedural initiatives taken to improve maritime 

security. (2022)
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Context: 

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution has made a 

proposal to amend National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 in a restructured 

form. The change in the central modification stipulates a per capita foodgrains 

availability of Rs. 7 kg each to the beneficiaries of Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 

with a hard cap of 35 kg per household. The policy represents a structural change 

from household based entitlements to a hybrid person-centred allocation 

framework.

Context & Current Framework of NFSA: 

NFSA is legally guaranteeing the Right to Food for 75% of the rural and 50% of 

the urban population. It categorizes those who are eligible into two distinct 

groups: 

 Priority Households (PHH): These are eligible to receive 5 kg of 

foodgrains per person per month at highly subsidized rates. 

 Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY): These are the poorest of poor households. 

At present, the AAY families are allotted 35 kg of foodgrains per month 

irrespective of family size. 

Proposed NFSA Amendments: 

The new draft proposal changes the mathematical principles used to determine 

eligibility for AAY distribution to two basic operating conditions: 

 Per-Capita Restructuring: Changing the person-to-person entitlements 

from 7 kg of foodgrains per month. 

 Absolute Household Ceiling: Setting an absolute cap on foodgrains 

availability of 35 kg per household per month. 

Rationale behind the Policy Shift: 

The Union Government states several points which explain this amendment, 

structurally, administratively and economically: 

 Inter-Household Equity: The current arrangements allow a two member 

AAY to receive 35kg (which works out to be 17.5kg per person) while a 

seven member household receives 35kg (which works out to be 5kg per 

person). The purpose of the amendment is to eliminate this disparity. 

 Individual Nutritional Needs: The government aims to bring its 

distribution system to a 7 kg per-capita level, thereby eliminating the 

possibility of families with more than one child having unconsumed 

surplus grain and families with fewer than one child having a grain 

shortage. 

 Rationalization of the Food Subsidy Bill: The policy change seeks to 

eliminate excess leakage and grain diversion by preventing over-allocation 

to very small household units, thereby aligning fiscal spending with actual 

human consumption patterns. 

 

2.4 Centre Proposes Amendments to the NFSA 
Syllabus: Government Policies & Interventions [GS 2] 
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Key Concerns & Criticisms: 

Social security professionals, State governments, and those concerned with the 

right to food have voiced several important concerns about the implementation of 

the absolute ceiling: 

 Penalization of Large Families: For a family of six or seven members, a 

strict per-capita allocation of 7 kg would mathematically demand 42 kg to 

49 kg of foodgrains. The 35 kg absolute cap, however, limits the 

availability of their supply, which means that their per capita consumption 

will be lower than today. 

 Vulnerability of Destitute Households: AAY targets highly vulnerable 

sections of society such as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs), 

landless agricultural labourers, terminally ill people and single women. 

Limits can be arbitrary and further place these poorest groups in a situation 

of chronic food insecurity. 

 Impact on Malnutrition Indices: Restricting foodgrain availability for 

larger, impoverished households could trigger a rise in severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM), stunting, and wasting among children, worsening 

India’s metrics in global health indices. 

 
Way Forward: 

The Government should consider the following interventions to achieve fiscal 

prudence, administrative efficiencies and comprehensive social security: 

 Dynamic and Tiered Capping: Do away with the absolute cap of 35 kg of 

verified large and joint families, and allow them to avail the benefit of 7 kg 

per family. 

 Nutritional Diversification of TPDS: Shift from Wheat and Rice to a 

balanced diet. The basket of PDS should be expanded to bring subsidized 

pulses, millets (nutri-cereals) and edible oils so as to address hidden 

hunger. 

 Technographic Reforms over Allocation cuts: Plugging structural leakages, 

not reducing entitlements through universal Aadhaar-enabled biometric 

authentication, ePoS optimization and real-time tracking of grain.  

 

Source: The Hindu
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Context: 

Myanmar has officially replaced Afghanistan as the primary global source of illicit 

opium, significantly intensifying security and public health challenges along 

India’s eastern borders. The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) pointed out this 

pivotal structural change in the global drug supply chain in its 2026 Annual Report. 

The Global Shift in Opium Production:  

 The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has pointed out that there is a 

significant change in the structure of the global drug supply chain. 

Afghanistan's opium production dropped 93% after adhering to the Taliban 

prohibition on poppy cultivation. 

 Myanmar quickly seized this opportunity. The region's instability and 

economic problems provided fuel for Myanmar's illegal opium growing, 

which grew 56% and included more than 45,200 hectares of poppy fields. 

The area has now become a very dangerous poly-drug hub, supplying both 

high quality heroin and synthetic methamphetamine (Yaba tablets) to the 

markets.  

Frontline Exposures of India’s northeast: 

The northeastern region of India has become a consumer market and distribution 

area from a traditional transit area. The route is mainly through Myanmar's 

1,643-km land border. 

 Primary Hotspots: Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland have direct, 

vulnerable border with Myanmar with immediate national security 

concern. 

 The Manipur Corridor: National Highway-102 (NH-102) is the most being 

trafficked land corridor passing through Moreh where high-grade narcotics 

are being carried along. 

 The Mizoram Route: Leaving these unfenced areas in Champhai (along 

Myanmar's Chin State), the drug syndicates are able to transport these 

drugs through Aizawl and into the Barak Valley of Assam. 

Key Vulnerabilities used by Traffickers: 

 Porous and Rugged Terrain: A high proportion of forest, mountains and 

relatively little fenced area necessitates round-the-clock physical security 

monitoring which is challenging for security forces. 

 Misuse of the Free Movement Regime (FMR): The FMR, which has 

traditionally permitted tribes to cross into the country visa free for up to 16 

km, has been significantly exploited by transnational smuggling cartels. 

 Narco-Terror Nexus: trafficking directly pays for insurgent groups and 

ethnic armed groups in the Northeast of India and Myanmar, exacerbating 

regional ethnic conflicts. 

 
The Dual Border Challenge: Western vs. Eastern Front 

2.5 Myanmar Replaces Afghanistan as Top Illicit Opium Source 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2], Security [GS 3] 
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Myanmar is a threat on the Eastern border and a high-tech threat is looming on 

the Western border of India. 

 Pre-Ban Afghan Stockpiles: Huge amount of pre-ban Afghan opium still 

lies in stock in the control areas, fueling traditional pipelines into India 

through Pakistan. 

 Drone Based Smuggling: Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) trafficking 

from Pakistan to Punjab and Rajasthan has increased by 100 fold in one 

year from 3 incidents to more than 305 incidents per year. 

 Punjab Epicenter: Punjab has emerged as a key focus area with 2,086 kg of 

narcotics seized accounting for 58% of the country's total seizure.  

 
Recommended Way Forward: 

 Infrastructure Upgrades: Complete the smart border fencing project with 

advanced infra-red, LIDAR and radar tracking systems. 

 Policy Enforcement: Ensure the final and comprehensive closure of the 

Free Movement Regime (FMR) and restructure all cross-border 

movements to take place at designated immigration posts. 

 Multi-Agency Coordination: Improve the operational synergy with NCB, 

Assam Rifles and Border Security Force (BSF) and Intelligence units of 

State Police. 

 Social and Economic Interventions: Strengthen state-sponsored de-

addiction centers and mental health facilities, increase alternative 

livelihood initiatives for youth in border districts, address domestic 

demand.  
 

Source: ET

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Illicit drug trafficking has emerged as a major non-traditional security threat. 

Analyse its impact on India's internal security and suggest a comprehensive 

strategy to address the challenge. 
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Context: 

Launched on July 1, 2015, the Digital India Programme marked its 11th 

anniversary, evolving from an e-governance initiative into the foundation of India's 

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). It has dramatically expanded internet 

connectivity, transformed public service delivery, and propelled India into a 

leadership role within the global digital economy. 

Key Achievements & Pillars: 

Over the past decade, the initiative has successfully bridged the digital divide 

across rural and urban India through several flagship developments. 

 Digital Infrastructure & Connectivity: Telephone connections have surged 

alongside extensive rural coverage. Under BharatNet, over 2.18 lakh Gram 

Panchayats have been linked via high-speed optical fiber, bringing 4G and 

5G connectivity to remote villages. 

 Financial Inclusion (JAM Trinity): The integration of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, 

and Mobile has enabled seamless direct benefit transfers (DBT) . This has 

transferred tens of trillions of rupees to citizens directly, resulting in 

massive savings by eliminating leakages. 

 Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): India's "India Stack" features globally 

recognized systems like Aadhaar, DigiLocker, and UMANG. These 

systems enable citizens to access government documents and over 2,300 

services in multiple languages seamlessly. 

Economic & Societal Impact: 

The Digital India Programme has catalyzed widespread economic growth, 

shifting India from a consumer of global technologies to a creator of indigenous 

solutions. 

 Digital Economy Growth: The digital economy now contributes roughly 

12-14% of India’s national income, a figure projected to approach 20% 

over the next decade. 

 Digital Payments Leadership: Through the Unified Payments Interface 

(UPI), India accounts for nearly half of the world's real-time digital 

transactions. 

 Startup & Innovation Ecosystem: India is now home to over 2.23 lakh 

recognized startups. Tier-2 and tier-3 cities have witnessed a surge in 

youth-led and women-led enterprises. 

Next-Generation Technology Focus: 

As the nation charts its course toward the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision, the focus of 

Digital India is expanding beyond basic connectivity into deep tech and 

semiconductor manufacturing. 

 IndiaAI Mission: With a significant financial outlay, the government is 

building an indigenous AI ecosystem, including shared compute facilities 

equipped with tens of thousands of GPUs. 

2.6 11 Years of Digital India: The Era of Techade 
Syllabus: Science & Tech [GS 3] 
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 Semiconductor Mission: India is shifting from policy to production by 

approving major investments across semiconductor fabrication and 

advanced electronics manufacturing projects. 

Challenges & Way Forward: 

Despite its successes, challenges remain in achieving complete digital literacy, 

bridging the urban-rural digital divide, and ensuring robust cybersecurity. The 

future strategy focuses on expanding digital skill development and adopting 

emerging technologies ethically. The promotion of open-source DPI is also set to 

serve as a model for global digital governance. 
 

Source: DDNews

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Analyze the role of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in transforming India 

into a digital economy over the last 11 years. 
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Context: 

Haryana and Rajasthan signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

to implement the 1994 Upper Yamuna River Board (UYRB) water-sharing 

agreement. The agreement allows India to send 580 Million Cubic Meters (MCM) 

of surplus monsoon water to Rajasthan via a separate underground pipeline 

network.

Background: The 1994 Upper Yamuna Agreement 

 On 12th May 1994, the five Yamuna basin states namely Uttar Pradesh, 

Haryana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) on the distribution of the surface flow of the 

river. Since its establishment in 2000, Uttarakhand was also incorporated 

into this agreement. 

 Stagnation: Although the agreement has been in existence for more than 30 

years, it has not been implemented. This was mainly because there is a 

lack of the proper canal system in place to transport the allotted water to 

the drought affected areas of Rajasthan. 

Key Highlights of the 2026 MoU: 

The MoU was signed by Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini and 

Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma in New Delhi. The ceremony was 

witnessed by Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Jal Shakti Minister 

C.R. Patil. 

 Water Allocation: Rajasthan will get around 580 MCM from the water 

share of Yamuna. 

 The water will be provided from the Hathnikund Barrage in the monsoon 

months (July to October) as per the water supply timeline. 

 Water Transfer: It will be conveyed through a separate underground 

pipeline system through the Western Yamuna Canal (WYC) as opposed to 

open canals. 

Significance & Benefits: 

 Drought Mitigation: The project will focus on the districts of Churu, Sikar 

and Jhunjhunu of water-stressed areas to meet the critical drinking water 

demand. It will also help some areas of Haryana which are water deficient 

like Bhiwani and Fatehabad. 

 Resource Optimization: The use of underground pipelines is a major 

feature of this project, ensuring a substantial reduction in water loss due to 

evaporation and seepage. 

 Cooperative Federalism: This agreement was formulated through active 

discussion and mediation between the Ministry of Home Affairs and the 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, and marks an inter-state conflict that has been 

festering for decades finally being addressed through cooperative 

federalism. 

2.7 Haryana-Rajasthan Ink MoU to Implement 1994 Yamuna Water Pact 
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2] 
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Infrastructure & Future Outlook: 

 Yamuna Water Project: The water sharing implementation is part of a 

larger Rs 34,102-cr infrastructure project. Both State Governments will 

prepare a Detailed Project Report (DPR) to implement the project. 

 Dam Projects: Under this MoU, the successful implementation of the 

agreements is expected to expedite the construction of the major dams on 

the Renukaji, Lakhwar and Kishau rivers as per the plans of the Central 

Government. 

 Long-Term Water Security: These underground water storage systems, like 

recharge ponds, will be a great source of replenishing the groundwater 

table in the region during the monsoon months, when water levels are low.  

 

Source: ET

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question: 
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the 1994 Yamuna Water Pact: 

1. It is a multilateral water-sharing agreement signed among the basin states 

of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, and Delhi. 

2. Under the agreement, Rajasthan receives its allocated water share during 

the monsoon months from the Hathnikund Barrage. 

3. The Upper Yamuna River Board (UYRB) was constituted to implement 

the allocations specified in this pact.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2, and 3 

 

Answer: D) 1, 2, and 3 
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Context: 

After the US-Iran framework agreement, Iran reopened the Strait of Hormuz, but 

proposed to impose charges for the use of the Strait for navigation and 

environmental protection, which is of importance to international maritime law.

Key Highlights:  

 After the 2026 US-Iran framework deal, Iran opened the Strait of Hormuz 

to international shipping. 

 Toll charges were dropped, but Iran suggested navigation and 

environmental protection fees. 

 The action has raised the question of whether the charges are in line with 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and 

traditional international law. 

Why is the Strait of Hormuz Important? 

 Provides a link between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman and 

Arabian Sea. 

 One of the world's largest chokepoints for world oil and LNG trade. 

 Much of the world's energy exports flow through the Strait each day. 

 Any interruption has an impact on the whole world energy security, 

shipping prices and price inflation. 

What does UNCLOS say? 

 Right of Transit Passage 

o The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea gives ships 

and aircraft the Right of Transit Passage through international straits 

as provided in Articles 37 – 44 of the Convention. 

o Transit passage must be continuous, it must be expeditious and it is 

not normally suspended. 

o No coastal states can hinder international navigation across such 

straits. 

 Right of Innocent Passage 

o Also, foreign vessels can gain Innocent Passage through the 

territorial waters of a State. 

o The passage, however, shall not "endorse, abet, or cause any threat 

to the peace, security or good order of the coastal state. 

o There may be restrictions on passage within the coastal states as a 

result of security or environmental considerations. 

 
Iran’s Legal Position: 

 Persistent Objector Doctrine 

o Iran has signed, but not ratified UNCLOS. 

o It contends that the passage regime is a treaty one and not a 

customary international law. 

2.8 Iran’s Navigation Fee in the Strait of Hormuz 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2] 
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o Iran uses the Persistent Objector Doctrine which holds that a state 

that “continually objects” to an emerging customary law is not 

bound by it. 

 Domestic Legislation 

o According to Iran's Law of Marine Areas 1993, it is allowed to: 

 Control of foreign ships. 

 Warships: Prior authorization. 

 Shipboard environmental controls for ships with hazardous 

materials. 

o Iran claims the fees for navigation and environmental protection are 

related to maritime safety and environmental protection. 

 
Why the Suez & Panama Canal Comparison is Weak? 

 Artificial canals that were constructed, maintained and governed by 

sovereign states include Suez and Panama canals. 

 They are subject to different international treaties. 

 Under UNCLOS, the legal regime of the Strait of Hormuz is a natural 

international strait; hence, it is fundamentally different. 

Strategic Importance:  

 The Strait continues to be vitally important geopolitically to Iran. 

 Any measure that prevents a person from using a communication or 

information system interferes with: 

o Global oil markets. 

o Maritime insurance costs. 

o International trade. 

o Energy-importing countries like India. 

 The issues of maritime law and geopolitics and energy security are 

highlighted. 

India’s Perspective:  

 India has a high dependence on crude oil imports from the Gulf region. 

 The uninterrupted safe passage through the Strait is important to India: 

o Energy security. 

o Trade. 

o Strategic interests under SAGAR and the Indo-Pacific vision. 

 India respects international law and peaceful dispute resolution and 

supports freedom of navigation. 

Way Forward:  

 Improve implementation of the UNCLOS and international maritime 

conventions. 

 Encourage diplomatic interaction between regional powers and key 

players. 

 Improve cooperation on maritime security and protection of the 

environment between countries. 

 Initiate measures to counter the threat of weaponisation of strategic sea 

choke points. 
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 Expand and diversify global energy supply chains to lessen the 

vulnerability due to regional conflicts. 

Conclusion:  

The Strait of Hormuz is still one of the most vital sea passages in the world. Iran 

bases its claims on sovereignty, environmental protection and the Persistent 

Objector doctrine, whereas UNCLOS is very strong on the right to pass through 

international straits without hindrances. The issue is an expression of the 

increasing nexus of international law, geopolitics and global energy security. 

 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Prelims PYQ: 
Q. Between India and East Asia, the navigation-time and distance can be greatly 

reduced by which of the following? (2011) 

1. Deepening the Malacca straits between Malaysia and Indonesia. 

2. Opening a new canal across the Kra isthmus between the Gulf of Siam and 

Andaman Sea. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 

Ans: (b) 
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Context: 

The Maharashtra Government has announced a project that will document and 

study the prehistoric petroglyphs scattered throughout 107 villages in Ratnagiri 

and Sindhudurg districts for ₹15 crore.

What are Petroglyphs? 

 Petroglyphs are pictures and forms that were carved on rocks by 

prehistoric people. 

 The main theme of the Konkan petroglyphs is the depiction of animals, 

mainly elephants, rhinoceroses, turtles, and peacocks, as well as human-

like figures. 

 These are thought to have been made in the Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) 

period dating from between 20,000 BC and 10,000 BC. 

 The carvings are regarded as one of the earliest art forms in India. 

Why are Konkan Petroglyphs Special? 

 Evidence of Early Human Cognitive Development 

o These carvings are an example of sophisticated observation and 

artistic expression by prehistoric people. 

o They tell us about early humans' interactions with their 

surroundings. 

 Older than the Harappan Civilization 

o The estimated date of these carvings is before the Indus Valley 

Civilisation, and they are regarded as one of the oldest 

archaeological treasures of India. 

 Unique Archaeological Features 

o The lack of horse and bull carvings suggests the petroglyphs are 

more likely pre-agricultural in origin. 

o This helps to aid their classification as being in the Mesolithic 

period. 

AI Meets Archaeology: 

 Objectives: Digitally document petroglyphs, use AI for detection and 

reconstruction, compare with global sites, and study tribal and ecological 

history.  

 Technologies: AI, drones, GIS, digital mapping, 3D documentation, and 

pattern recognition. 

Challenges in Studying the Petroglyphs: 
 Some of the carvings have eroded due to heavy rain and coastal 

weathering. 

 The rocks contain geomagnetic properties that make it hard to use 

traditional carbon dating. 

 Manual documentation is difficult due to the wide geographical 

distribution of area that covers almost 150 sq. km. 

2.9 India’s Oldest Rock Art Gets AI Boost for UNESCO Recognition 
Syllabus: History [GS 1] 
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 Advanced digital preservation methods are needed for long-term 

conservation. 

UNESCO World Heritage Process: 

 The petroglyphs of Konkan were added to India's Tentative List in 2025. 

 A detailed nomination file is being compiled that will contain 

archaeological data, conservation plans, an international comparison, legal 

protection, and management strategies. 

 In 2030, Maharashtra hopes to present the final nomination to UNESCO 

for the World Heritage status. 

Importance for India: 

 Preserves one of India's oldest archaeological landscapes. 

 Shows application of new technologies in heritage conservation. 

 Encourages cross-disciplinary work with AI and the environment. 

 Promotes cultural tourism and local economy. 

 Enhances the cultural diplomacy of India on the global platform through 

UNESCO recognition. 

Way Forward: 

 Improve documentation of other archaeological sites in India using AI. 

 Improve cooperation among research institutes, ASI, state and local 

communities. 

 Enhance digital preservation and heritage management with modern 

technologies. 

 Encourage the involvement of the community in conservation and 

awareness initiatives. 

 Speed up the scientific evidence-based UNESCO nomination dossier. 

Conclusion: 

The use of artificial intelligence in documenting petroglyphs in Maharashtra is a 

step towards the fusion of technology and heritage conservation. The project will 

also help to advance the understanding of archaeology and create global 

awareness of one of India's oldest cultural landscapes for future generations. 

 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Introduce the concept of Artificial Intelligence (AI). How does Al help 

clinical diagnosis? Do you perceive any threat to privacy of the individual in the 

use of AI in healthcare? (2023)
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Context: 

Chief Justice of India Justice Surya Kant emphasized that the rule of law, 

constitutional supremacy and democracy were the constitutional duties of the 

judiciary while speaking at the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 

Assistance (IDEA) in Sweden.

What does the Rule of Law mean? 

 The Rule of Law is the principle that all people, institutions, including the 

state, are governed by the laws. 

 It prevents arbitrary exercise of power by establishing known, stable and 

transparent legal rules for governance. 

 It ensures that everyone is treated equally under the law and safeguards the 

citizens' rights and freedoms. 

 It is the backbone of the rule of law and democratic accountability. 

Key Highlights of the Address: 

 Guardian of the Constitution: Ensures constitutional supremacy and checks 

arbitrary government action.  

 Judicial Review: Reviews executive and legislative actions for 

constitutional validity.  

 Judicial Independence: Protects democracy through an independent 

judiciary and the Collegium system.  

 Judicial Activism & Restraint: Maintains constitutional balance while 

respecting separation of powers.  

 Democratic Governance: Safeguards fundamental rights, upholds the rule 

of law, and strengthens constitutional values. 

Constitutional Provinces: 
 Article 13: Laws inconsistent with Fundamental Rights are void. 

 Article 32: Right to constitutional remedies before Supreme Court. 

 Article 226: Writ jurisdiction of High Courts. 

 Articles 124-147: Supreme Court and its working. 

 Judicial review and judicial independence are aspects of basic structure of 

the constitution. 

 
Significance for Indian Democracy: 

 Enhances constitutional governance and democratic accountability. 

 Ensures Fundamental Rights and civil liberties. 

 Fosters the accountability of the constitutional organs to each other. 

 Resists the arbitrary use of governmental power. 

 Supports Federalism, Separation of Powers and Rule of Law. 

 
Challenges: 

2.10 Courts as Guardians of the Constitution 
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2] 
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 Striking a balance between judicial activism and judicial restraint. 

 Delays in judicial appointments and pendency of cases. 

 Preserving public trust in the independence of the judiciary. 

 Ensuring harmony within the institution of the three organs of the State. 

 
Way Forward: 

 Increase judicial independence and transparency and accountability. 

 Minimize the pendency of cases through judicial reforms and use of 

technology. 

 Enhance inter-branch cooperation within the legislative, executive and 

judicial branches within the legal framework of the constitution. 

 Ensure citizens' awareness of the Constitution and its principles. 

 Ensure rule of law by good implementation of constitutional principles. 

 
Conclusion: 

 The judiciary is the final interpreter of the Constitution and the best 

guardian of the rights of the people. 

 Independence, wisdom and restraint in the exercise of judicial review 

promote constitutional democracy and keep governance firmly in the grip 

of law. 

 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Discuss the desirability of greater representation to women in the higher 

judiciary to ensure diversity, equity and inclusiveness. (2021)
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Context: 

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime became effective from 1st July, 2017 

under the 101st Constitutional Amendment Act. It replaced a fragmented indirect 

tax structure with a unified, destination-based consumption tax. GST had to 

implement 17 state taxes and central taxes as well as 13 cesses, thus making the 

economic philosophy of ‘One Nation One Market One Tax' a reality. 

Key Achievements Over 9 Years (2027-2026)  

 Expanding the Tax Net: The number of active taxpayers increased 

significantly from 6.65 million in 2017 to around 16.5 million early 2026. 

This is an indicator of a huge formalisation of the Indian economy. 

 Rising GST revenues: Gross annual collections of GST have crossed the 

milestone of ₹22 lakh crore in fiscal 2025-26. This continuous expansion 

is a result of strong macroeconomic performance and enhanced tax 

compliance. 

 Elimination of Cascading Effect: By creating a seamless pan-India chain 

for the Input Tax Credit (ITC), GST successfully removed the "tax on tax" 

distortion, lowering production costs for manufacturers. 

 Cooperative Federalism in Action: The GST Council, chaired by the Union 

Finance Minister and comprising state finance ministers, has emerged as a 

resilient constitutional body (Article 279A). It is representative of 

consensus-based decision making between the Centre and the States. 

Structural Challenges & Bottlenecks: 

 Complex Multi-Tiered Rate Structure: India, unlike simple global GST 

models, does not have a single rate for the core taxes but has multiple tax 

rates (5%, 12%, 18% and 28%) with special rates for luxury and sin goods. 

This multiplicity leads to perpetuating classification issues. 

 The "Tax Terrorism" and Litigation Burden: Ambiguities in anti-

profiteering provisions and input tax credit mismatches have led to a 

severe backlog of tax disputes, heavily impacting Micro, Small, and 

Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 

 Technology Shocks and Compliance Costs: Constant updates to the digital 

architecture, while progressive, created temporary compliance hurdles and 

high initial setup costs for smaller, unorganised businesses. 

The Advent of “GST 2.0” (Next-Gen Reforms): 

The GST regime's ninth year began with a huge restructuring which is being 

called as ‘GST 2.0' by the GST council. The recent structural changes are 

designed to prepare the tax administration for future: 

 Real-time Tax Evasion Detection & Prevention: Implementing AI-driven 

compliance systems, such as the Invoice Management System (IMS) and 

automated GSTR-1A filing, to detect and prevent tax evasion and fake 

billing in real-time. 

2.11 Nine Years of GST 
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2] 
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 Amnesty and Dispute Resolution: The operationalisation of statutory 

amnesty schemes (such as Section 128A) effectively waived interest and 

penalties for legacy disputes, cleaning up corporate balance sheets. 

 Rate Rationalisation: An honest Group of Ministers (GoM) has worked 

actively to rationalize rates and eliminate classification problems to lighten 

the tax load for consumers. 

 
Way Forward: 

 Inclusion of Excluded Sectors: To unlock the true potential of a unified 

market, petroleum products, electricity, and real estate must eventually be 

brought under the GST ambit. 

 Establishment of GSTAT: The benches of the GST Appellate Tribunal 

(GSTAT) should be set up across the country in a timely manner and made 

operational. 

 Simplifying Slabs: The long-term goal should be the three-tiered 

rationalised structure that will make it easier to do business. 
 

Source: ibef

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Evaluate the performance of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime over 

the last nine years. To what extent has it succeeded in fostering cooperative 

federalism and economic formalisation in India?
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Context: 

As of FY 2024-25, India is the second-largest producer of crude steel in the world 

with a production of 152 million tonnes. The sector is experiencing fast growth 

due to the demand for infrastructure, the support from policy, private investment 

and the increasing trend towards speciality steel and green steel. 

Key Highlights:  

 India is the second largest producer of steel in the world, accounting for 

almost 9% of the world's steel production, after China. 

 The production of crude steel rose from 28 million tonnes (FY2002) to 

152 million tonnes (FY2025). 

 The strong domestic demand is fueled by rising urbanisation, infrastructure 

development and industrialisation. 

Growth of India’s Steel Industry: 

 Production Growth 

o In 2000, India was in the 9th position in the world for the 

production of steel. 

o Now it's the second-biggest steel producer in the world. 

o The growth rate of the domestic steel consumption from 2002 to 

2025 is 7.6% annually. 

o Demand is continuing to be driven by infrastructure, housing, 

railways, roads and manufacturing. 

 Is India Self-Sufficient in Steel? 

o India is self-sufficient in the production of basic steel. 

o But it continues to rely on imports of speciality steel. 

o Specialty steels are used in: 

 Automobiles 

 Defence 

 High-end engineering 

 Renewable energy 

 Advanced construction 

o The main imports are from Japan and South Korea. 

Major Steel Producers: 

 Leading companies include: 

o Tata Steel 

o JSW Steel 

o SAIL 

o Jindal Steel & Power 

o ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India 

 Key trends: 

o 40-45 % of Indian steel is produced by the top five companies. 

o JSW Steel is one of the fastest-growing producers. 

o There has been a continuous decrease in SAIL's market share. 

2.12 India Became the World’s Second-Largest Steel Producer 
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3] 
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o Major producers benefit from captive iron ore mines with huge cost 

savings. 

 
Policy Reforms: 

 Liberalisation Phase 

o Delicensing in the 1990s (industrial delicensing). 

o Automatic approval of FDIs up to 51%. 

o Significant cuts in import tariffs. 

 Protection and Promotion Phase 

o Iron ore (2007) tax. 

o Government projects to be constructed using domestic steel (2017). 

o New Quality Control Orders (QCOs) have been made for steel 

products. 

 Further duties of protection for certain steel imports. 

Government Initiatives:  

 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme 

o Introduced in 2021. 

o Encourages the development of domestic speciality steel industry. 

o Facilitates technology upgrading and scale-up. 

o Seeks to minimise reliance on imports. 

 Green Steel Roadmap 

o Launched in 2024. 

o Backs the decarbonisation of steel industry. 

o The target amount for pilot projects is ₹455 crore for the tenure of 

2029-30. 

o Contributes towards India's Net Zero 2070 target. 

 Ease of Doing Business 

o Rationalisation of Quality Control Orders to be phased in slowly. 

o Reforms to enhance the availability and competitiveness of raw 

materials. 

Challenges:  

 Strong reliance on importation of speciality steel. 

 High steel production CO2 emissions. 

 Rising global competition. 

 Price volatility of raw materials. 

 Infrastructure bottlenecks. 

 Meeting world class environmental regulations. 

 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

 What is CBAM? 

o Introduced by the European Union. 

o Implements carbon tariffs on imports from countries that have 

higher carbon emissions. 

 Impact on India 

o India's exports to the EU are almost 90% comprised of Iron and 

steel goods. 

o Steel exporters from India may have to incur increased conformity 

charges. 
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o Promotes the use of technologies for low-carbon steel production. 

Significance of the Steel Sector:  

 All the pillars of infrastructure development. 

 Facilitates the development of manufacturing and industry. 

 Generates employment. 

 Strengthens export competitiveness. 

 Important for defense, renewable energy and urbanization. 

Way Forward:  

 Expand production of Specialty Steel within the country. 

 Promote the use of green steel technologies. 

 Promote research and innovation. 

 Enhance logistics and raw materials security. 

 Promote a circular economy by recycling steel. 

 Expand the competitiveness of the global market through technology and 

quality improvement. 

Conclusion:  

India's shift to becoming the second-largest steel producer in the world highlights 

the growth of its industrial infrastructure and industrialization. To expand further, 

it needs development in the production of speciality steel, green production, 

minimizing dependence on imports and increasing competitiveness in the 

international markets, with sustainability principles. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Account for the present location of iron and steel industries away from the 

source of raw material, by giving examples. (2020)
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Context: 

Sanae Takaichi is making her first-ever visit to India for the 16th Annual Summit 

between India and Japan, which is likely to witness improved collaboration in 

fields of trade and defence, technology, economic security, and the Indo-Pacific in 

the context of a Special Strategic and Global Partnership.

Key Highlights:  

 Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is in India for a three-day visit, 

ahead of the 16th Annual Summit of the two countries in New Delhi. 

 The summit is expected to discuss bilateral cooperation and further 

strengthen cooperation in the sphere of strategic, economic, technological 

and security areas. 

 The visit coincides with the celebrations of 75 years of India-Japan ties in 

2027. 

Evolution of India-Japan Relations: 

 2000: Relationship upgraded to a Global Partnership. 

 2006: Elevated to a Strategic and Global Partnership. 

 2014: Promoted to a Special Strategic and Global Partnership. 

 The two countries now have more than 70 institutional dialogue 

mechanisms in various sectors. 

Key Pillars of Cooperation: 

Economic Partnership 

 The value of bilateral trade has grown to USD 27.5 billion (2025-26). 

 The total investment by Japan in India is USD 3.2 billion for the period 

April-December 2025. 

 In India, there are about 1400 Japanese companies, including 

manufacturing companies. 

 Some large-scale projects are Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail and 

Delhi-Ahmedabad high-speed train. 

 

Strategic and Defence Cooperation 

 Both countries believe in a Free, Open and Inclusive Indo-Pacific. 

 Members of the Quad along with the United States and Australia. 

 Defence cooperation includes: 

o JAIMEX 

o Dharma Guardian 

o Veer Guardian 

o MALABAR 

o MILAN 

 Security cooperation was enhanced under the "Joint Declaration on 

Security Cooperation. 

 

2.13 Key Outcomes Expected from 16th India-Japan Annual Summit 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2] 
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Economic Security 

 Priority sectors include: 

o Semiconductors 

o Critical minerals 

o Pharmaceuticals 

o Clean energy 

o Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

 Important initiatives include: 

o India-Japan AI Cooperation Initiative 

o Cooperation of the semiconductor supply chain. 

o MOU on Critical Minerals 

 

North-East Development 

 The only partner India has for development of the North-East is Japan, 

through the India-Japan Act East Forum. 

 Key areas include: 

o Connectivity 

o Urban infrastructure 

o Energy 

o Agriculture 

o Tourism 

o Skill development 

 The Act East Policy and Free and Open Indo-Pacific Vision make the 

North-East a connecting space between South Asia and Southeast Asia. 

 

State-Prefecture Cooperation 

 India-Japan Governors Network was started in the year 2026. 

 Greater cooperation between Indian States and Japanese prefectures. 

 Collaboration in: 

o Electronics 

o Semiconductor manufacturing 

o Skill development 

o Entrepreneurship 

o Healthcare 

 
Importance for India: 

 Further expands strategic partnerships in the Indo-Pacific. 

 Takes into account China's rising regional power. 

 Helps supply chain resiliency. 

 Encourages the advancement of manufacturing under Make in India. 

 Improves technology transfer and innovation. 

 Strengthens maritime security and stabilises the region. 

Challenges:  

 There is scope for bilateral trade to be lower than its potential. 

 In the absence of timely infrastructure projects. 

 Lack of cooperation in new technologies by the private sector. 

 There is a need for quicker implementation of investment commitments. 

 Regional geopolitical uncertainties. 
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Way Forward:  

 Speed up key infrastructure initiatives. 

 Increase collaboration between semiconductors and AI. 

 Expand cooperation in defence industry. 

 Improve resilient supply chains. 

 Facilitate people-to-people contacts and academic ties. 

 Enhance collaboration on green energy and key areas of technology. 

 Increase partnership in the North-East under the Act East Forum in India. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is transforming itself into a trade bloc 

from a military alliance, in present times Discuss. (2020).
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Context: 

The Government of India announced a new roadmap focusing on habitat 

restoration, prey recovery and scientific conservation in 25 tiger reserves, where 

the presence of tigers is in danger, on the 18th anniversary of the successful 

reintroduction of tigers in the Sariska Tiger Reserve.

Key Highlights:  

 Recently, India celebrated the 18th anniversary of the reintroduction of 

Tigers in Sariska Tiger Reserve. 

 The Union Environment Ministry has released two new tiger conservation 

roadmaps and an evaluation of tiger reintroduction programmes. 

 The approach goes beyond simply boosting tiger populations to 

rehabilitating degraded habitats, boosting prey populations and enhancing 

connectivity. 

India’s Tiger Conservation Success: 

 India's tiger population has increased from 1,411 (2006) to 3,682 (2022). 

 The distribution of tigers has been widened to 58 tiger reserves spread over 

an area of almost 85,000 sq. km. 

 Currently, India still has about 75% of the world's wild tiger population. 

Why is a NEW Strategy Needed? 

 Uneven Distribution of Tigers 

o Nearly 36% of tiger population of India is in about 10-12 Tiger 

Reserves. 

o Three Tiger reserves have no tiger population, 12 Tiger reserves 

have fewer than three tiger populations. 

o High concentrations of wildlife put pressure on the ecology and on 

humans. 

 Source and Sink Populations 

o There is ample prey, habitat and breeding population of tigers 

available in the source area. 

o Poor habitat and/or prey availability, weak connectivity, or lack of 

breeding populations place sinks at risk. 

o It is important to balance these populations in the long term for 

conservation. 

 
Why is it that Tiger Reserves have to be restored? 

 The Government has identified 25 Tiger reserves that need intervention 

because of the following: 

o Poor habitat quality. 

o Low prey density. 

o Weak landscape connectivity. 

2.14 India’s New Tiger Conservation Framework 
Syllabus: Ecology [GS 3] 
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o The absence/extinction of tigers. 

 Restoration aims to: 

o Improve habitat quality. 

o Increase prey populations. 

o Encourage natural movement of tigers. 

o Minimise overstocking of reserves. 

o Enhance genetic diversity. 

Importance of Landscape Connectivity:  

 The safe movement of dispersing tigers is made possible by connected 

forests. 

 Increased connectivity will lead to decreased inbreeding and promote 

healthy metapopulations. 

 It also reduces human-tiger conflict by enabling the tiger to stay in forest 

landscape. 

Tiger Reintroduction:  

 Strong reliance on importation of speciality steel. 

 High steel production CO2 emissions. 

 Rising global competition. 

 Price volatility of raw materials. 

 Infrastructure bottlenecks. 

 Meeting world class environmental regulations. 

 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

 What is CBAM? 

o Introduced by the European Union. 

o Implements carbon tariffs on imports from countries that have 

higher carbon emissions. 

 Impact on India 

o India's exports to the EU are almost 90% comprised of Iron and 

steel goods. 

o Steel exporters from India may have to incur increased conformity 

charges. 

o Promotes the use of technologies for low-carbon steel production. 

Significance of the Steel Sector:  

 All the pillars of infrastructure development. 

 Facilitates the development of manufacturing and industry. 

 Generates employment. 

 Strengthens export competitiveness. 

 Important for defense, renewable energy and urbanization. 

Way Forward:  

 Expand production of Specialty Steel within the country. 

 Promote the use of green steel technologies. 

 Promote research and innovation. 

 Enhance logistics and raw materials security. 

 Promote a circular economy by recycling steel. 
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 Expand the competitiveness of the global market through technology and 

quality improvement. 

Conclusion:  

India's shift to becoming the second-largest steel producer in the world highlights 

the growth of its industrial infrastructure and industrialization. To expand further, 

it needs development in the production of speciality steel, green production, 

minimizing dependence on imports and increasing competitiveness in the 

international markets, with sustainability principles. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Account for the present location of iron and steel industries away from the 

source of raw material, by giving examples. (2020)
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Context: 

India will completely move to a digital criminal justice system by 1st January, 

2027, requiring all investigations and trials to be conducted digitally under the 

newly enacted penal laws. The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is in the 

process of rolling out Interoperable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) across the 

country to ensure end-to-end digitalization of the country.

About the Interoperable Criminal Justice System (ICJS):  

The ICJS is a national platform that allows the smooth flow of data and 

information between the pillars of the criminal justice system. 

 Nodal Agency: The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) implements 

the project in collaboration with the National Informatics Centre (NIC) as 

the technology partner. 

 Core Philosophy: It works on the basis of "One Data, Once Entry," where 

data submitted once by one pillar is immediately available to other pillars 

as well, without being duplicated. 

 Data Hosting: All the integrated data are protected and handled through the 

government's cloud platform MeghRaj. 

The Five Pillars of ICJS: 

The system integrates five different digital platform that forms one digital 

ecosystem: 

 Police: Powered by the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and 

Systems (CCTNS) across over 16,000 police stations. 

 Forensic Laboratories: Managed via e-Forensics to track crime scene 

evidence. 

 Courts: Integrated with e-Courts platform for online judiciary tracking. 

 Public Prosecution: The argument of the cases will be available in e-

Prosecution to facilitate the public prosecution. 

 Prisons: Managed via e-Prisons with inmate lifecycle data. 

Synergy with New Criminal Laws: 

 This digital thrust is critical to bring the statutory deadlines and evidence 

requirements of the three new criminal laws which came into effect on 

July 1, 2024, into operation: 

o Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 

o Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 

o Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) 

 The BNSS requires that strict statutory timelines be followed, including 

that of the frames of charges be completed within 60 days and judgments 

be issued within 45 days after the end of the trial. In addition, the 

videography of searches and mandatory forensic collection of offenses 

punishable for seven years or more require the ICJS digital infrastructure. 

 

2.15 ICJS 2047: Digitising India’s Justice System 
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2] 
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Progress & Implementation Measures: 

 National Implementation Score: Jumped significantly from 46.47% in 

January 2025 to 70.06% in June 2026. 

 Procedural Compliance: The chargesheet filing compliance in 60 days 

increased to 67% and for 90 days compliance stood at 61%. 

 Digital Records: The database has more than 37.68 crores of records, 

comprising of 9.9 crores FIRs and 7.64 crores chargesheets. 

 Full compliance: Haryana, Goa, Assam, Punjab and Chandigarh have full 

compliance on all parameters. 23 other states are doing better than the 

average. 

 Statutory Backing: More than 63,572 Zero-FIRs have been filed through 

CCTNS with the help of Bhashini App for multilingual translation. 

 
Key Structural Challenges: 

 Low sharing of FIRs by courts: There has been a huge difference between 

police network and judicial network with only 46% of FIRs being shared 

digitally despite being recorded at high rate. 

 Infrastructure Deficits: Areas in the north-east and remote areas have long 

suffered from the lack of high-speed internet and electricity connectivity. 

 Forensic Bottlenecks: There are thousands of forensic examinations 

waiting, even though 700 mobile units are deployed. 

 Data Standardisation: It is challenging to standardise various forms of 

data, language differences and procedural practices from 36 different 

States and UTs. 

 
Way Forward: 

 Capacity Building: In order to properly manage digital evidence IDs, 

intensive and periodic training for police, judicial staff and medical experts 

is needed. 

 Network Strengthening: High-speed optic fiber internet needs to be 

expanded to local police and courts in remote locations. 

 Advanced Tech Integration: The integration of machine learning and 

natural language processing can reduce processing time and safely 

standardize case workflows.  
 

Source: The Hindu

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Evaluate the role of the Interoperable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) in 

transforming India's judicial landscape. Discuss the infrastructural hurdles that 

must be addressed to ensure its full optimization by 2027. (15 Marks, 250 

Words) 
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Context: 

India and Pakistan under the 2008 India-Pakistan Agreement on Consular Access 

on July 1, 2026 swapped lists of prisoners and fishermen, with India asking 

Pakistan to speed up the release of 188 Indian prisoners and fishermen who have 

already served their sentences.

Key Highlights:  

 The 2008 agreement on Consular Access provides for exchanging lists of 

fishermen held in each country's custody and prisoners on a biannual basis 

on 1st January and 1st July.  

 According to the agreement, it will help to ease consular access, establish a 

national identity of persons detained and ensure their speedy return once 

legal procedures are finalised. 

 Politically, tensions have not impeded the use of this mechanism, which is 

one of the few humanitarian confidence-building mechanisms still in use 

between the two countries. 

Key Developments: 

 Swap of lists of prisoners: 

o India presented a list of 386 civil prisoners and 53 fishermen alleged 

to be Pakistani nationals, it has in its custody. 

o Pakistan had submitted a list of 52 civil prisoners and 198 

fishermen, whom it suspected were Indian nationals, who were 

detained in Pakistan. 

 India’s Humanitarian Appeal 

o India called for Pakistan to: 

 Speed up the release/repatriation of 188 Indian fishermen and 

civil prisoners who have served their sentences. 

 Immediately grant Consular access to 13 Indian civil 

prisoners who have yet to be granted access. 

 Protect the security, welfare and safety of all Indian prisoners 

awaiting their release. 

 Progress Since 2014 

o The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) reports: 

 2,661 Indian fishermen and 78 civil prisoners have been 

repatriated from Pakistan since 2014. 

 Through persistent efforts, 500 fishermen and 20 civil 

prisoners have returned to India since 2023. 

Why do Fishermen Get Arrested? 

 The maritime border between India and Pakistan in the Arabian Sea is still 

disputed, especially near Sir Creek. 

 Fishermen typically trespass across the maritime limit without realizing it, 

because there are no clear physical markers and some GPS systems are not 

accurate enough in marine waters. 

2.16 India-Pakistan Exchange Prisoner Lists Under 2008 Consular Agreement 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2] 
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 These crossings are often a source of arrests, detention, and delays in 

repatriation. 

 
Significance of the 2008 Agreement: 

 The bilateral agreement serves several important objectives: 

o Does not block consular access to detained nationals. 

o Facilitates the exchange of information on prisoners on a regular 

basis. 

o Encourages quick verification of nationality. 

o Facilitates the return of people to their countries after their sentences 

are served. 

o Is a vital Confidence Building Measure (CBM) even in times of 

strained bilateral relations. 

Additional Development:  

 India has also strongly protested the demolition of the Gurdwara Sri Guru 

Singh Sabha Sahib in Farooqabad, Pakistan, a 125-year-old institution that 

is a place of reverence for the Sikh community. The Government of India 

called upon Pakistan to: 

o Quickly investigate. 

o Conduct and hold accountable those responsible. 

o Protect religious minority and their places of worship. 

Challenges:  

 Nationality verification delays result in extended detention times. 

 Restriction or denial of consular access in some instances. 

 Further arrests for undecided sea boundary issues. 

 Tensions in politics that impact humanitarian cooperation. 

Way Forward:  

 Improve implementation of 2008 Consular Access Agreement. 

 Provide consular access on a timely basis as per international law. 

 Prompt verification and repatriation process. 

 Improve fisheries coordination and awareness amongst fishermen. 

 Ensure humanitarian matters are not entangled in more general political 

debates. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Terrorist activities and mutual distrust have clouded India – Pakistan relations. 

To what extent the use of soft power like sports and cultural exchanges could 

help generate goodwill between the two countries? Discuss with suitable 

examples. (2015)
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Context: 

In 2026, the West Bengal Assembly passed two amendment Bills for the 

implementation of the Calcutta High Court verdict of 2024, which lowered the 

OBC reservation from the current 17% to 7% and reverted back to the original 

OBC framework before the inclusion of communities after 2010.

Key Highlights:  

 In June 2026, the West Bengal Assembly passed two Bills to amend the 

state's reservation policy for OBCs. 

 The amendments come in after the Calcutta High Court ruling in 2024 that 

struck down several OBC inclusions which had been made after 2010. 

 Consequently, the reservation quota for OBC has reduced from 17% to 7% 

and the number of recognised OBC sub-castes has gone down from 179 to 

66. 

Evolution of OBC Reservation in West Bengal: 

 Initial Framework (1993) 

o The introduction of OBC reservation was done in West Bengal in 

1993. 

o The increase in reservations was capped at 7%. 

o There were 66 sub-castes in the OBC list: 

 54 Hindu communities 

 12 Muslim communities 

 Expansion under the Left Front Government (2010) 

o The Left Front government changed the reservation policy after the 

Sachar Committee report (2006). 

o Between March and September 2010: 

 42 new communities were added. 

 41 was a Muslim. 

o The reservation for OBC was raised from 7% to 17%. 

o There were 16,000 acres of reservation on the following tracts: 

 The population of the most backward classes (OBC-A) is 

10%. 

 OBC-B (Other Backward Classes) – Other Backward Classes 

(7%) 

2024 Calcutta High Court Judgement: 

 On 22 May 2024, the Calcutta High Court gave a landmark ruling. 

 Key Observations 

o OBC cancelled certificates (2010 onwards). 

o Held that: 

 Religion appeared to be the primary basis for inclusion of 

several communities. 

 Proper constitutional procedure was not followed. 

2.17 West Bengal Reduced OBC Reservation to 7% 
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2] 
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 The functions of the Backward Classes Commission had been 

watered down by the new law of 2012. 

o Protected benefits already availed by existing certificate holders. 

 
2026 Legislative Changes: 

 Reservations for West Bengal Backward Classes: Amendments to the Bill 

amended Bill of Rights, 2026 Government of West Bengal Bill No.35 of 

2026. 

 The West Bengal Commission for Backward Classes (Amendment) Bill, 

2026 was introduced in the Assembly. 

 Major Changes 

o The OBC reservation has been lowered from 17% to 7%. 

o There was a drop in the number of recognised OBC communities 

(179-66). 

o There was also a removal of 113 communities that were added after 

2010. 

o For future inclusion, recommendations from the Backward Classes 

Commission in a proper survey will be needed. 

 
Constitutional Issues Involved: 

 Several constitutional principles are at play in the debate: 

o Article 15(4): Special provisions for socially and educationally 

backward classes. 

o Article 16(4): Reserving in public service. 

 Reservation must be based on social and educational backwardness and 

not only on religion. 

 There should be objective and empirical evidence for identification of 

backward classes. 

 Significance of Independent Backward Classes Commissions for 

Constitutional compliance. 

 
Arguments Presented: 

 Earlier Government 

o Inclusions claimed were based on: 

o Socio-economic surveys. 

o Recommendations of WBCBC. 

o A backwardness instead of a religion. 

 Present Government 

o The High Court ruling is reflected in the stated amendments. 

o Included only those communities based on verified surveys. 

o Suggested that further additions may be permissible by proper 

constitutional means. 

 
Way Forward: 

 Provide clear and sound socio-economic survey reports, based on scientific 

evidence. 

 Increase the autonomy and credibility of Backward Classes Commissions. 

 Periodically update backward lists (on an objective basis). 

 Perform affirmative action and constitutional equality in balance. 
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 Reduce politicization of reservation policies with a scientific approach to 

decision-making. 

 
Conclusion: 

The West Bengal OBC reservation controversy is an example of the interplay of 

social justice, constitutionalism, judicial supervision and electoral politics. 

Affirmative action is an important tool for the movement of disadvantaged 

communities but its use must be based on transparency and evidence and be 

completely consistent with constitutional principles in order to be both just and 

legally sustainable. 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Prelims PYQ: 
Q. Consider the following organizations/bodies in India: (2023) 

1. The National Commission for Backward Classes 

2. The National Human Rights Commission 

3. The National Law Commission 

4. The National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission 

How many of the above constitutional bodies? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All four 

 

Ans: (a) 
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Context: 

Experts say that the government's official data on pay in the public sector vastly 

underestimates its spending as it does not take into consideration contract workers, 

scheme workers, autonomous institutions and inconsistent classifications. This has 

significant fiscal transparency and public finance management implications.

Key Highlights:  

 The salary and pension of the Central Government employees are to be 

framed in the future by the 8th Central Pay Commission (CPC). 

 Experts say that this official compensation data is an underestimate in 

India of the actual cost of having to keep the public workforce. 

 A detailed evaluation is necessary to achieve fiscal transparency and 

sustainable public spending. 

What does India Officially Report? 

 The Central Government pays out an average of 2.4% of GDP (2015-16 to 

2020-21) on salaries and pensions. 

 The proportion of states' budgets devoted to salaries and pensions is about 

2.5% of GDP. 

 About one-quarter of all Union revenue receipts and almost one-third of 

state revenues go to employee compensation. 

 However, these statistics only reflect permanent employees and exclude a 

number of groups of workers. 

Why Official Estimates Understate Compensation? 

 Exclusion of Contract Workers 

o Contract workers undertake regular government tasks like: 

 Data entry 

 Maintenance 

 Security 

 Administrative support 

o They are now in significant numbers, almost 76% of the permanent 

Central Government workforce. 

o They are usually not reported as salary expenditures. 

o As a result, there is a substantial under-representation of 

government compensation in the official statistics. 

 Exclusion of Scheme Workers 

o Many on the front lines are not employees but volunteers or 

honorarium recipients. 

o These include: 

 ASHA workers 

 Anganwadi workers 

 PM-POSHAN cook-cum-helpers 

o The Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs) are here to assist you. 

2.18 Public Sector Compensation in India 
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3] 
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o They provide vital public services, but they are not counted under 

government salaries expenditure. 

 Fragmented Reporting 

o Several government-funded institutions are given salary grants 

separately such as: 

 AIIMS 

 IITs 

 IIMs 

 Regulatory bodies 

 Research institutions 

 Municipal corporations 

o These costs are "grant" costs and are not included in the salaries 

budget, so the total amount of this compensation may seem less than 

it is. 

 Inconsistent Classification 

o In different governments, payments that are similar in nature are 

categorized as: 

 Salaries 

 Honoraria 

 Grants 

 Contractual services 

 Scheme expenditure 

o This leads to inconsistencies in fiscal reporting and makes 

comparisons across states and internationally more difficult. 

 
Adjusted Estimates: 

 If the categories excluded are added back to the total: 

o Central Government 

 The average compensation paid to officials is 2.4% of GDP. 

 This is a small change from the 3.9% of GDP recorded in the 

prior year. 

 Including Public Sector Enterprise employees: 4.6% of GDP 

o State Governments 

 The state has decided to compensate officials at 2.5% of GDP. 

 The number of hours adjusted for compensation is 4.1% of 

GDP. 

 Without omitting workers, there is a significant upward 

revision in such states as Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttar 

Pradesh, etc. 

Fiscal Implications:  

 The risks of undercompensation are: 

o Excessive expectations about fiscal space. 

o Undercounting of the amount of money committed. 

o Miscalculations of the fiscal deficit. 

o Declining transparency of public finances. 

o Misjudging future liabilities due to pay changes and pensions. 

 Almost 82% of the Union Government's revenue receipts have been tied 

up in compensation, pensions and interest payments, experts have said, 

leaving little scope to allocate funds for development. 
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International Perspective:  

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) Government Finance Statistics 

(GFS) Manual gives a broad definition of employee compensation as any 

recurrent flow received by employees within an employer-employee 

relationship, regardless of whether it is allocated to the revenue or 

expenditure classification, within or outside the budget. 

 Indian reporting framework is still not aligned with these international 

standards. 

Significance for the 8th Pay Commission:  

 The 8th CPC is a chance to: 

o Improve fiscal transparency. 

o Develop a comprehensive compensation database. 

o Ensure uniformity in the reporting within the Union and States. 

o Improve long-term fiscal obligations estimates. 

o Support a decision on public expenditure based on evidence. 

Way Forward:  

 Establish a common national standard for compensation in the public 

sector. 

 Ensure that compensation statistics include contract, scheme and workers. 

 Release workforce information for the ministry and state level on a yearly 

basis. 

 Synchronise accounting practices and follow IMF-GFS accounting 

principles. 

 Enhance transparency with digitized workforce and payroll databases. 

 Improve medium-term fiscal planning by taking the full compensation bill 

into account. 

Conclusion:  

The issue of the 8th Central Pay Commission isn't just about salary revision. It 

emphasizes the critical importance of having a clear and complete accounting 

system that reflects the real magnitude of the public workforce in India. Sound 

compensation information is essential to fiscal sustainability, sound policy-making 

and good public finance management. 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Discuss the merits and demerits of the four ‘Labour Codes’ in the context of 

labour market reforms in India. What has been the progress so far in this regard? 

(2024)
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Context: 

The Delhi High Court ruled that the National Stock Exchange of India (NSEI) is a 

public authority under the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

Core Legal Issue & Arguments:  

The main issue was whether a private company that has incorporated as a market 

intermediary can be seen as a state-controlled public body. 

 The NSE's Contention: NSE contended that it was registered as a private 

corporate body under the Companies Act, 1956. It insisted that it did not 

have administrative control or ownership or substantial funding by the 

Central Government and that the oversight provided by the Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is only regulatory and not administrative 

control. 

 Judicial Determination: The High Court rejected this view, affirming that 

statutory recognition radically changes a corporate entity's legal character. 

A stock exchange has to be approved by governmental structure 

structurally to be able to function in a legal way and thus it is an 

instrument of public function. 

Key Legal Rationale behind the Verdict: 

 Interpretation of Section 2(h) of the RTI Act: The court looked at the two 

components of Section 2(h) which defines the term of a "public authority". 

It noticed that the NSE met both the primary criteria (authority established 

by government order/notification) and the secondary criteria (a body 

which an appropriate government deeply controls). 

 Delegated Sovereign Power via SEBI: The Bench stated that the statutory 

recognition of NSE under the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 

(SCRA) is merely an order of the Central Government. SEBI has 

sovereign authority being delegated under the SCRA and hence any 

recognition provided by SEBI is a directive from the state. 

 "Deep and Pervasive" Government Control: Citing the Supreme Court's 

jurisprudence in Thalappalam Service Cooperative Bank Ltd. v. State of 

Kerala, the High Court verified that the government maintains profound 

control over stock exchanges. This control is manifested in: 

o Power to approve, reject, or amend exchange bye-laws. 

o Authority to nominate government representatives to the exchange's 

governing board. 

o Implement direct statutory authority to replace the management of 

the exchange in emergency situations. 

 Execution of Public Functions: The court agreed that the 2010 decision 

that the NSE is an institution that has been given statutory powers to 

undertake essential public functions is correct. The exchange is an 

institution of self-government since it performs sovereign economic 

functions in the management of public capital markets, enforcement of 

listing rules, and protection of the retail investors. 

2.19 NSE Rules as “Public Authority” Under RTI Act 
Syllabus: Agriculture [GS 3] 
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Impact & Significance for Governance: 

 Greater Financial Transparency: It brings to light the systematic decision 

making, listing, institutional arrangements and administration of the NSE 

that prevents corporate governance malpractices. 

 Expanding the RTI Ambit: The judgment sets a strong legal precedent for 

expanding the RTI Act to other hybrid public-private market infrastructure 

institutions (MIIs) like depositories and clearing corporations. 

 Citizen Empowerment: RTIs can be filed directly with citizens to get 

information about the functioning of key financial institutions, thus 

strengthening the idea of participatory democracy. 

 
The Conclusion & Way Forward: 

The ruling is a key compromise between corporate independence and public 

responsibility. Market infrastructure institutions (MIIs) as institutions of a 

financial system are clearly important in terms of financial stability in India, but 

at the same time, they need to be free of restrictions to remain competitive. This 

is done to ensure that that the economic giants, which undertake important public 

functions, are accountable to Indian citizens. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

UPSC Practice Question: 
Q. Critically examine the role of the Right to Information Act in promoting 

transparency in regulatory and financial institutions. How can the balance 

between public accountability and institutional autonomy be maintained?
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Context: 

Launched on July 1, 2015, the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) 

has completed over a decade of advancing irrigation-led agricultural 

transformation in India . The vision of the scheme is "Har Khet Ko Pani" (water to 

every field) and "Per Drop More Crop" which ensures sustainable water resources 

management and agricultural climate resilience.

About PMKSY: Core Objectives  

PMKSY is an umbrella scheme of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme with 

decentralized area based planning approach. 

 Nodal Ministries: Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Rural Development, 

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. 

 Funding Pattern: 75:25 sharing ratio between Centre and States (90:10 for 

North Eastern and Hilly states) and 100% for Union Territories. 

 Primary Goal: World-class investments in the field to increase irrigated 

land and increase water use efficiency on the farm. 

Key Pillars & Components: 

The scheme brings together existing schemes under four distinct but interrelated 

verticals: 

 Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP): Promotes the 

completion of pending major and medium irrigation schemes in order to 

achieve huge irrigation potential quickly. 

 Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP): Ensures assured access for irrigation 

sustainably; seeks new water sources through minor irrigation, command 

area development and groundwater development. 

 Watershed Development Component (WDC): Concerned with soil and 

water conservation, rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge in 

rain-fed areas using the ridge-to-valley approach. 

 Per Drop More Crop (PDMC): Encourages precision farming using micro-

irrigation (drip and sprinkler systems), further cutting back water, fertilizer 

and labour costs. 

Decade of Transformation: Key Achievements 

Over the past ten years, PMKSY has revolutionized India's agrarian landscape by 

substantially reducing reliance on erratic monsoons: 

 Extension of Coverage: The scheme has so far helped more than 27 

million farmers and has generated or revitalized irrigation potential on 

24.61 million hectares since 2016-17. 

 Micro-Irrigation Boom: Under the PDMC component, 110.92 lakh 

hectares have been put under micro-irrigation since the inception, thereby 

improving the water-use efficiency. 

 Financial Assistance: Central Government has assisted more than ₹64,407 

crore and the continuity of the scheme has been ensured till 2025-26 with 

outlay of over ₹93,000 crore. 

2.20 10 Years of PMKSY: Irrigation Reforms 
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2] 
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Socio-Economic & Ecological Impact: 

 Yield & Profit Boost: Field experiments reveal that micro-irrigation has 

saved 25-30% water and 25-50% inputs, and boosted yields. 

 Ecological Sustainability: Watershed interventions have actively enhanced 

soil health, groundwater table levels and overall ecological resilience in 

degraded and drought-prone areas. 

 Climate Resilience: PMKSY has ensured efficient water conveyance and 

storage, which gives the farmers a better advantage to overcome weather 

shocks and climate change. 

Way Forward for PMKSY:  

The Government of India has been continuously working on the modernization 

and water governance of the scheme, with a view to improving the water 

governance and water technology. The Modernization of Command Area 

Development and Water Management (M-CADWM) is a recent addition which 

combines Internet of Things (IoT) and SCADA technologies to account for water 

scientifically and deliver it precisely to the farm gate through pressurized pipes. 
 

Source: News on Air

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Evaluate the role of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) in 

reducing Indian agriculture's structural dependence on erratic monsoons over the 

last decade. 
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Context: 

India's tiger conservation framework is undergoing a major paradigm shift from 

horizontal expansion to vertical, targeted restoration. Recent figures suggest that 

India's total wild tiger population is increasing at a healthy rate, but the distribution 

of tigers is very uneven. 

Core Drivers behind Government Focus:  

A. Rectifying Spatial Asymmetry 

 Population Clustering: About 10-12 elite reserves have near about 36% of 

India's wild tigers, which shows an unhealthy concentration of the apex 

predator. 

 Habitat Saturation: High performing reserves like Corbett, Bandipur and 

Kaziranga have exceeded or are nearing their ecological carrying capacity. 

 Spillover and Conflict: Overcrowded "source populations" force young 

and aging tigers to disperse into territorial buffer zones and surrounding 

agricultural human settlements, directly escalating deadly human-wildlife 

conflicts. 

B. Genetic Conservation and Landscape Connectivity 

 Preventing Genetic Bottlenecks: Inbreeding depression has a severe effect 

on isolated, ultra-low-density tiger populations. This genetic inertia makes 

the organisms more susceptible to diseases and to local extinction. 

 Metapopulation Dynamics: Restoring these 25 struggling reserves is 

essential to create functional ecological corridors. Natural gene flow can 

be achieved in larger landscapes when these patches are connected. 

C. Optimizing Underutilized Ecosystems 

 Legally-protected, contiguous forest ecosystems with zero or one breeding 

population like Dampa (Mizoram) and Sahyadri (Maharashtra) are in a 

critical situation of extinction or species decline. 

 Trophic Cascade Restoration: reintroducing or expanding tiger populations 

in these vacant habitats restores the top-down predatory balance. This has 

a positive impact on forest hydrology, carbon sequestration and 

biodiversity. 

Structural Challenges & Lessons Learned: 

A. The Satkosia and Sariska Precedents 

 Social Deficit: The first translocation attempt in Satkosia Tiger Reserve 

(Odisha) failed because it did not even create local community consensus 

and trust for ecological readiness. 

 Prey Base Depletion: a large number of reserves are seeing the "empty 

forest syndrome" with populations of important ungulates (sambar, chital 

and wild boar) being removed by historical poaching. 

B. Anthropogenic and Linear Infrastructure Pressures 

 Habitat Fragmentation: Highways, railway lines and canals constructed 

through core and buffer areas fragment contiguous habitats and make 

natural movement of tigers impossible. 

2.21 Strategic Revival of India’s Struggling Tiger Reserves 
Syllabus: Ecology & Biodiversity [GS 3] 
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 Resource Dependency: Local communities in the villages in the vicinity of 

the reserve are also heavily reliant on the core reserves for grazing animals 

and firewood collection, thereby degrading the habitat. 

The Roadmap for Scientific Revival: 

 Insecticide Application: Introducing a big cat to a park in need should 

always be preceded by a multi-year period of active translocation of prey 

species from the overpopulated park to the deficient park. 

 Active Local Co-Management: Moving from exclusionary policing to 

inclusive conservation approaches. It includes sharing the proceeds of eco-

tourism, providing alternative livelihoods, and compensating for livestock 

losses in a timely manner. 

 Advanced Release Protocols: Using the latest "soft-release" structures (big 

size, predator-proof holding in-situ enclosures) for safe acclimatisation of 

translocated tigers to local topographies before complete release in wild. 

 
Way Forward: 

 Balanced Conservation: There is a need for policy makers to balance the 

ecological needs as per Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 with the 

rights of the tribes and forest-dwelling communities as per Forest Rights 

Act (FRA), 2006. 

 Institutional Synergy: Effective, cooperative and coordinated collaboration 

among State Forest Departments, the NTCA and relevant organizations 

such as Wildlife Institute of India (WII) will be critical to success.  
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Discuss the importance of tiger reserves in conserving biodiversity and 

maintaining ecological balance in India.
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Context: 

Crèches in India are legally mandated child-care facilities governed by the 

Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, the Code on Social Security, and the National 

Minimum Standards and Protocol for Crèches. The regulations cover all 

workplaces with 50 or more staff, to help working parents find safe, hygienic and 

reliable childcare for their child aged between 6 months and 6 years.

Legality & Applicability of the Law:  

 Statutory Threshold: Establish a crèche facility at any place of work 

(private companies, factories, mines, plantations and the like) where 50 or 

more employees work. This policy is applicable to all employees, 

including permanent staff, contractual staff, temporary staff and third party 

staff. 

 Proximity and Access: The crèche should be within the office premises or 

within 500m from the main entrance to the workplace. Employers can also 

use an external specialist crèche service provider within this geographical 

area to meets the compliance requirement. 

 Employee Entitlements: Working mothers have a right to make four visits 

a day to the crèche facility. These visits are conducted with their regular 

rest periods. Time spent travelling to and from crèche is included in their 

normal working time. 

Infrastructure & Spatial Standards: 

 Location and Safety: Crèches should be on the ground floor of a building, 

if possible, for smooth emergency evacuation. It has to be constructed with 

fire-proof materials, and must be kept dry, and must be placed away from 

areas where heavy foot traffic, high voltage transformers or industrial 

hazards such as fumes and excessive noise may exist. 

 Space Allocation: The facility should have at least 10 to 12 square feet of 

space per child. This area should be clearly separated into separate 

functional areas, such as: 

o Special sleeping and resting space for babies. 

o Toddler Active Play and Early Learning area. 

o Private cubicle for nursing mothers with good ventilation and 

hygiene. 

 Sanitation and Ventilation: The crèche must maintain cross-ventilation, 

adequate natural light, and a comfortable temperature. It should include 

child-friendly, low height toilets with a constant running water supply, 

clean liquid hand wash and safe, filtered drinking water which is available 

at all times. 

Staffing & Caregiver Ratios: 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development prescribes adult-to-child 

ratios that are mandatory, depending on the child's age to ensure focused 

care is delivered: 

2.22 Statutory Rules for Crèches in India 
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2] 
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o Children under 3 years: One trained caregiver and one helper for 

every 10 children. 

o Children from ages 3 to 6: One trained caregiver and one helper per 

20 children. 

 Qualifications and Background Checks: All crèche staff must undergo 

thorough police verification and background checks before hiring. 

Caregivers should have a certificate in early childhood care, have regular 

medical fitness certificates as proof that they are free of communicable 

diseases and should have an empathetic temperament, which is necessary 

for the management of young children. 

 
Safety, Monitoring & Governance: 

 Digital Surveillance: Employers will be required to fit CCTV cameras in 

the common areas within the crèche. Secure live feed should be available 

for parents to view so that they can see what is going on and ensure that 

the child is safe. 

 Administrative Oversight: Each facility needs to establish a Crèche 

Administrative Committee (CAC). Employer representatives, crèche 

supervisors and two parent representatives should serve on this committee. 

The CAC monitors hygiene issues once a month, reviews safety issues and 

hears parent concerns. 

 

Source: The Hindu

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: 
Q. Examine the legal framework governing crèche facilities in India. What are 

the major challenges in the implementation of crèche provisions at workplaces? 

Suggest suitable reforms. 
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Context: 

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has reiterated that 

criminal proceedings are separate from the insolvency resolution process under the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) and their proceedings cannot be used to 

shield assets allegedly obtained through money laundering under the Prevention 

of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

Background:  

 The case is of Siddhi Vinayak Logistics Ltd. 

 The Enforcement Directorate (ED) investigated the company for alleged 

bank fraud of over ₹1,600 crore. 

 ED attached company assets before the beginning of any insolvency 

proceedings. 

 The company went into the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process 

(CIRP) and the liquidator raised a challenge against actions taken by the 

ED. 

Issue before NCLAT: 

 So the question was: 

o Can IBC moratorium stop the ED from attaching and/or 

confiscating assets under the PMLA? 

NCLAT’s Key Observations: 

 IBC Cannot Protect Proceeds of Crime 

o Insolvency law can't give effect to an illegal accumulation of assets. 

o Insolvency proceedings cannot be used to make assets obtained as a 

result of crime a part of the insolvency estate. 

 IBC and PMLA Operate in Different Domains 

o IBC focuses on: 

 Insolvency resolution. 

 Ensuring the optimum utilisation of assets. 

 Protecting creditors' interests. 

o PMLA focuses on: 

 Preventing money laundering. 

 Attachment and confiscation of proceeds of crime. 

 Criminal accountability. 

o Each of the two laws has a specific purpose. 

 Moratorium Under Section 14 is Limited 

o The tribunal explained that: 

 The IBC moratorium primarily relates to civil recovery 

proceedings. 

 Civil and criminal proceedings under penal laws such as 

PMLA remain unaffected. 

 Section 14 does not cover ED investigations and attachment 

of proceeds of crime. 

2.23 NCLAT Rules IBC Cannot Shield Companies from ED Action under PMLA 
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2] 
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 Legitimate Assets vs Illegal Assets 

o The NCLAT differentiated between: 

 Valuable business property that can be shared amongst 

creditors. 

 Any assets which have been obtained through criminal 

activity and continue to be subject to attachment and 

confiscation under PMLA. 

 Public Interest Prevails 

o The tribunal noted that: 

 Creditors may be able to recover by negotiating the so-called 

"haircuts". 

 National awareness to prevent money laundering must not be 

compromised. 

 Insolvency should never be used as a tool to shield illegal 

wealth. 

 
Relevant Legal Provisions: 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016 

o Section 14 

 Gives a moratorium in Corporate Insolvency Resolution 

Process. 

 Stops civil claims and actions against the corporate debtor. 

o Section 32A 

 Grants immunity to any plaintiff who is successful in 

resolving. 

 Not relevant in this instance as the business was liquidated. 

 Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002 

o Enables: 

 Attaching proceeds of crime. 

 Confiscation after adjudication. 

 Inquiries into money laundering crimes. 

o Section 41 

 Prevents civil courts from interfering with PMLA cases. 

Significance of the Judgement: 

 Explain how IBC and PMLA are related. 

 Prevents misuse of insolvency to cover up illegal assets. 

 Enhances the anti-money laundering mechanism in India. 

 Protects the integrity of financial and insolvency laws. 

 Gives more legal certainty to insolvency practitioners and investigating 

agencies. 

Challenges: 

 Recovery of creditors vs criminal confiscation. 

 Delay caused by parallel proceedings in insolvency and PMLA 

proceedings. 

 If the assets are attached by the ED, fewer assets will be available for 

creditors. 

Way Forward: 
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 Enhance the coordination of insolvency authorities and enforcement 

agencies. 

 Ensure speedy adjudication of PMLA attachment proceedings. 

 Establish clear guidelines for dealing with overlapping jurisdiction. 

 Strike a balance between creditor rights and public interest in fighting 

economic offences. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Discuss how emerging technologies and globalisation contribute to money 

laundering. Elaborate measures to tackle the problem of money laundering both 

at national and international levels. (2021) 
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Context: 

The Code on Social Security, 2020 has replaced the Employees' Provident Funds 

Scheme, 1952, with the introduction of simplified withdrawal procedures, 

increased protection for contract workers and greater flexibility for voluntary 

contributions to PF. 

Key Highlights:  

 The Government of India has notified the Employees' Provident Funds 

(EPF) Scheme, 2026, to supersede the EPF Scheme, 1952 which has been 

in existence for seven decades.  

 The reform sets up a more modern framework for provident funds to 

mirror the Code on Social Security, while keeping savings flexible and 

making withdrawals easier and more transparent, and to hold employers 

more accountable for ensuring that funds are used correctly. 

Background: 

 The EPF Scheme, 2026 came into force on 29 June 2026. 

 It supersedes the "Employees' Provident Funds Scheme, 1952". 

 It implements the provisions of the Code on Social Security 2020. 

 The scheme also includes the recent reforms approved by the Employees' 

Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). 

Major Changes in EPF Scheme, 2026: 

 Simplified Withdrawal Categories 

o The 13 withdrawal categories have now been grouped into three 

general categories: 

 Essential needs 

 Housing needs 

 Special circumstances 

o This makes claim processing easier and more convenient. 

 Easier Withdrawals for Essential Needs 

o Members may withdraw from their membership for: 

 Self/Family Illness. 

 Self- or family education. 

 Self marriage or marriage of family members. 

o Conditions: 

 Fulfillment of 12 months of membership in EPF. 

 100% of member balance (subject to a minimum of 25% 

balance). 

 Withdrawals from education are permitted (up to 10 times). 

 Marriage withdrawal up to 5 times during the service. 

 Revised Housing Withdrawal Rules 

o Members can withdraw money for: 

 Buying a home/flat. 

 Purchase of land. 

2.24 New EPF Schemes 2026 
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3] 
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 Construction of a house. 

 Home loan repayment. 

 Repurposing/improving current home. 

o Conditions: 

 12-month membership in EPF. 

 Maximum withdrawal limit as per total EPF balance of 75%. 

 May withdraw 5 times as a member. 

 Mandatory Minimum Balance 

o The minimum holding of the members is 25% of the total 

contributions. 

o In most cases, the withdrawal after one year of unemployment is 

allowed. 

 Greater Protection for Contract Workers 

o The concept of the Principal Employer is introduced in the scheme. 

 Principal employer is ultimately responsible for PF 

compliance. 

 Uses contractors where workers are working for another 

company. 

 Completes the job on time even if contractors don't. 

o This enhances social security of contract labour. 

 More flexibility in voluntary contributions 

o Employees can: 

 Pay above the statutory wage limit. 

 Make payments more than 12%. 

o Employers: 

 May be able to do some matching donations. 

 May withdraw voluntary contributions as and when they 

choose. 

 
What Remains Unchanged? 

 Employer contribution is still 12% of wages. 

 Employee contribution continues to be 12% (10% for certain 

establishments). 

 Mandatory contributions are only made up to a statutory wage cap. 

 Existing provisions for international workers continue. 

 The retirement age for international workers (under Social Security 

Agreements) is typically 58 years. 

Significance:  

 Facilitates the procedure for withdrawing from a PF. 

 Gives a boost to social protection for contractors. 

 Enhances retirement planning choices. 

 Aligns working conditions of labour with labour welfare laws in the Social 

Security Code. 

 Simplifies the procedure for the EPF subscriber. 

Challenges:  

 Promoting awareness of new withdrawal rules on the part of workers. 

 Improving the collection of contractor penalties. 

 Smooth transfer from the framework of 1952. 
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 Digital readiness for quicker claim processing. 

Way Forward:  

 Improve the integration of EPFO services in digital mode. 

 Raise awareness of voluntary PF contributions. 

 Enhance compliance monitoring with regard to contract labour. 

 Make claim settlement procedures even simpler. 

 Improve financial education about retirement planning. 

 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Prelims PYQ: 
Q. With reference to casual workers employed in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. All casual workers are entitled for Employees Provident Fund Coverage. 

2. All casual workers are entitled for regular working hours and overtime 

payment. 

3. The government can by a notification specify that an establishment or industry 

shall pay wages only through its bank account. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Ans: 
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Context: 

The Prime Ministers of India and Japan, Narendra Modi and Fumio Kishida, 

respectively, presented a comprehensive roadmap during the 16th Annual Summit 

of the two countries, which addresses issues of energy resilience, artificial 

intelligence, strategic investments and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, to deepen 

the Special Strategic and Global Partnership between the two countries.

Key Highlights:  

 The 16th Annual Summit between India and Japan was a momentous 

occasion in the bilateral relationship, highlighting its progress in various 

vital areas, such as energy security, artificial intelligence (AI), economic 

investments, and Indo-Pacific strategic cooperation.  

 The summit highlights the importance of enhancing supply chain 

resilience, fostering technological innovation and ensuring regional 

stability in an era of rising geopolitical and economic uncertainties, which 

is a mutual goal of both countries. 

Background: 

In 2014, India and Japan declared their partnership as “Special Strategic and 

Global Partnership”. The cooperation has now moved beyond trade and 

infrastructure to defence, economic security, digital technologies, clean energy, 

and connectivity in the region through the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) 

vision and India's MAHASAGAR initiative over the years.

Key Outcomes of the Summit: 

 Strengthening Energy Resilience 

o A Joint Statement on Energy Resilience was signed between India 

and Japan. 

o Agreed to work together on: 

 National stockpiles and strategic petroleum reserves. 

 Stockpiles and emergency response plans. 

 Stabilisation of markets in times of global energy disruptions. 

 Co-ordination with oil-producing countries. 

o The cooperation will be carried out through India-Japan Joint 

Working Group on Petroleum and Natural Gas, under the 

framework of India-Japan Energy Dialogue. 

o Resilient maritime transportation was identified as key in providing 

long-term energy security by both countries. 

 Creating a Resilient AI Ecosystem 

o India and Japan agreed to: 

 Create a human-centric, safe, secure, inclusive and 

trustworthy AI ecosystem. 

 Encourage innovation and economic growth based on AI 

technologies. 

2.25 Indian & Japan Strengthen AI, Energy & Investment Ties 
Syllabus: IR [GS 2] 
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 Engage with other countries in a similar mindset in 

supporting AI in the Indo Pacific and Global South. 

 Align with the vision of “AI for All” that was taken up at the 

India AI Impact Summit 2026. 

 Improve the use of AI in public service and sustainable 

development. 

 Expanding Economic Partnership 

o The two countries agreed to: 

 Raising investment in India from 10 trillion yen within 10 

years in Japanese investments. 

 Increase investments in strategic sectors. 

 Promote technology collaboration and industrial innovation. 

 Increase supply chain resilience and economic security. 

o PM Modi observed: 

 During the last year, some 120 new business agreements were 

signed. 

o Investments of almost $10 billion have already been pledged by 

Japan. 

 Indo-Pacific Cooperation 

o Both countries reaffirmed their commitment to: 

 A Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). 

 India's MAHASAGAR vision. 

 Strengthening regional connectivity. 

 Promoting orders that are secure and based on rules. 

 Proactively promote inclusive development of the Indo-

Pacific region. 

 
Significance for India: 

 Strengthens the energy security of India in times of disruption in the 

world. 

 Fosters the growth of domestic innovation and digitalisation. 

 Enhances strategic partnership with trusted Indo-Pacific partner. 

 Initiatives for Viksit Bharat 2047 with technology and investment in India. 

 Expands global supply chains and diminishes reliance on manufacturing in 

one country. 

Challenges:  

 Making investment commitments effective. 

 Solve regulatory and infrastructure issues. 

 Creating a balance between swift adoption of AI and the ethical and data 

governance issues. 

 Addressing geopolitical tensions to support Indo-Pacific cooperation. 

Way Forward:  

 Speed up implementation of the 10 trillion yen investment roadmap. 

 Further advance collaboration on semiconductors, AI, clean energy and 

critical minerals. 

 Increase joint research, innovation and start-up connections. 

 Improve maritime and energy security arrangements. 
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 Support the responsible governance of AI systems that are consistent with 

democratic principles. 
 

Source: The Indian Express

 

Mains PYQ: 
Q. Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is transforming itself into a trade bloc 

from a military alliance, in present times Discuss. (2020)
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Context: 

India's Civil Registration System (CRS) data for 2024 revealed that birth and death 

registrations breached the 99% mark for the first time. The national registration of 

births and deaths rates were at 99.1% (25.4 million registered) and 99.4% 

respectively. The sex ratio, however, is still lopsided – 917 females per 1,000 males 

on the national level.

Key Statistical Highlights:  

Vital Registration Benchmarks 

 Birth Registration: achieved a 99.1% coverage at national level with 25.4 

million registered births. 

 Death Registration: 99.4% coverage and high compliance with the 

registration process in India, both rural and urban. 

 Statistical Distortion: Several regions reported registrations over 100%. 

This occurs as a result of the legal filing of events at the location of the 

event (urban hospitals) and not the mother's long-term address. 

Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) Trends 

A high sex ratio at birth of 917 females per 1,000 males was observed at the 

national level, with substantial differences in progress across the regions. 

 Top Performers: Arunachal Pradesh secured the first position in the 

country with an SRB of 1,050, followed by Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

(984), Meghalaya (974), Mizoram (972) and Kerala (970). 

 Bottom Performers: The lowest numbers were recorded in Nagaland (865), 

Lakshadweep (865), and Jharkhand (890). 

Socio-Economic Analysis: 

Drivers of Regional Variation 

 Cultural Traditions: Northeast has a high SRB rate, which is correlated 

with matrilineal social systems that have a positive attitude toward the girl 

child. 

 Healthcare Infrastructure: States such as Kerala have excellent institutional 

delivery proportions, which means automatic and immediate civil 

registration of births. 

 Societal Challenges: SRB numbers are still being suppressed in lagging 

states due to patriarchal son preference and illegal sex-selective 

technologies. 

Administrative and Digital Catalysts 

 Digital Infrastructure: Unified, centralized, CRS portal smoothed the 

process of real-time data entry from rural health centres and urban 

hospitals. 

 Incentive Linkages: Mandatory birth certificates for school admissions, 

passports, and Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) welfare schemes drove high 

compliance. 

2.26 CRS 2024: Birth & Death Registration Surpass 99% 
Syllabus: Population & Demography [GS 1], Governance, Health [GS 2] 
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Policy Implications: 

 Governance and Public Health: Universal registration gives detailed, 

accurate population and demographic information. This will decrease the 

dependence of sample surveys for accurate planning of immunization 

drives, health budgets and maternal care facilities. 

 Gender Justice and Rights: The PCPNDT Act 1994 needs to be 

strengthened to have better conviction rates and ground level enforcement 

of the Act is reflected in the uneven SRB. It also indicates that behavior 

change initiatives, such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, need to actively work 

on the worst performing districts. 

 
Way Forward: 

 Data Harmonisation: Collect information on relevant statistics both by 

place of occurrence and place of residence to avoid urban statistical 

inflation. 

 Tech Integration: Connect the CRS portal with ANM (Auxiliary Nurse 

Midwife) tracking that works remotely to register home births digitally. 

 Community Audits: Bring community-based gender sensitisation and 

economic incentives to districts where the gender indicators are more than 

900. 
 

Source: The Hindu

 

UPSC Practice Question: 
Q. Despite achieving over 99% birth and death registration, why does a skewed 

sex ratio remain a policy concern in India?
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Context: 

The Centre has issued revised wage rates under the new Viksit Bharat–Guarantee 

for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025. A landmark 

feature of this rollout is the introduction of a nationwide interim floor wage of ₹300 

per day, ensuring no eligible rural worker earns below this benchmark. 

Introduction & Core Objective:  

 Transition from MGNREGA: The Union Government has officially 

replaced the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA), 2005, with the VB-G RAM G framework. The new scheme 

focuses on making rural jobs more sustainable, with an increased focus on 

building long-term assets for the community, while keeping its vision in 

line with that of Viksit Bharat 2047.  

 Interim Base Wage: A national floor wage has been introduced for the first 

time, which is legally binding on all states and union territories for 

unskilled manual workers and sets minimum daily wage at ₹300.  

 Wage Hike: The national average notified daily wage has been increased to 

₹327.4 per day from ₹298.8 notified by repealed MGNREGA.  

State-Wise Wage Variations & Trends: 

 Major beneficiaries: 21 historically low-wage states and Union Territories 

(UTs) that previously paid less than ₹300 per day have seen substantial 

hikes. The hikes in wages for the states were between 15% and 25% in 

Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Assam and Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 Highest percentage Hike: Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland got the highest 

percentage hike with the figure almost touching the ₹300 level near to 

24.5%.  

 Existing above Threshold States: States where wages are already above the 

threshold were also adjusted upwards, maintaining the fairness of growth. 

The state with the high general wage rate is still Haryana at ₹409 per day 

followed by Goa at ₹406 and Kerala at ₹401. Some Gram Panchayats in 

Sikkim still have a particular high-altitude rate of ₹450.  

Key Structural changes due to MGNREGA: 

 Revised Wages: The Act also increases the guaranteed wage employment 

period for eligible rural households from 100 days to 125 days (Extended 

Employment Guarantee).  

 Demand-driven vs. Supply-driven: Employment is an absolute legal right 

under MGNREGA and it is demand-driven (involves local administration 

to provide work or unemployment allowance when needed). Critics and 

opposition leaders have said that VB-G RAM G is based on a supply 

approach, driven by the government, and that the status of employment is 

determined by the state labour budget and government allocation.  

2.27 Centre Notifies Revised Wage Rates under VB-G RAM G Act, 2025  
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3] 
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 Altered Cost-Sharing Formula: Under the old framework, the Centre 

covered nearly 100% of the labour costs, with a 60:40 Centre-State sharing 

ratio applied to material costs. In the case of VB-G RAM G, the ratio of 

60:40 between labour and material expenses could lead to higher cost for 

the state governments.  

 
Broader Implications for the Rural Economy: 

 Poverty Alleviation & Consumption: The wage floor is designed to narrow 

the historic regional wage gap and to boost disposable incomes in the 

poorest regions. This should boost consumption in rural areas and thus 

economic growth.  

 Transition and Rollout: The Ministry of Rural Development has released 

an interim allocation of more than ₹95,692 crore to states and UTs for 

smooth implementation of the new allocation. The e-KYC job card under 

MGNREGA continues to be active till the new job cards for Gramin 

Rozgar Guarantee are officially released.  

Arguments & Criticisms:  

 Low Wage Floor: Labour economists and opposition parties including the 

Indian National Congress have questioned the government's wage floor of 

₹300 per day as “unjustifiably low” as per the recommendations of the 

government's own Expert Committee headed by Dr. Anoop Satpathy, 

which recommended a national minimum wage floor of ₹375 per day in 

2019.  

 Cost sharing to States: The change to the cost sharing formula has led to 

some concerns in states, particularly because funding will now be 

allocated according to the norm rather than guaranteed demand. 

 

Source: The Hindu

 

UPSC Practice Question: 
Q. With reference to the Viksit Bharat–Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 

Mission (Gramin) [VB-G RAM G], consider the following statements: 

1. The introduction of a national floor wage implies that States cannot notify 

wages below the prescribed minimum. 

2. The scheme marks a shift from a pure employment-guarantee approach 

towards livelihood creation and asset development. 

3. Wage rates under the scheme are uniform across all States and Union 

Territories. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer: A) 1 and 2 only 
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