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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

- ‘ C1V1l Service is not just a
job; it is an opportunity, to

\ do your bit for society and
to contribute to
nation-building. It is an
opportunity to realise your
potential and make a
meaningful contribution in
the emancipation of masses.”

Mr. Dilip Kumar
Director, Vajirao IAS Academy

Good Civil Servants ensure efficient and smooth governance. They are the
backbone of the country and they have the power to make a difference in
people’s life.

We have set up extremely tough targets for ourselves. Now a day’s, most of the
students are well aware and focused about their aim. They just need a streak of
guidance. We feel that we have done our bit in providing that blue streak of
guidance and we are honoured to be a reason of smile on certain lips, proud to
be your teacher, friend and guide.
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SIMPLIFY EDITORIALS

1.1 Youth Exodus from Agriculture
Syllabus: Agriculture, Economy [GS 3]

Context:

The migration of young workers away from Indian agriculture creates a critical
development paradox, as the sector requires youth-led innovation to overcome
climate vulnerability and stagnant productivity. India enjoys a demographic
dividend, but at the same time a problem of an ageing rural workforce in
agriculture. Reengaging the youth in agriculture is important for the shift of Indian
agriculture from subsistence farming to industrialized, technologic-driven
economy.

The Scale & Nature of the Crisis:

In the past, Indian farming served as an economic buffer. But a churning up of
the structures has led to a mass exodus by the young.
e The "Pull" Factors: Rapid urbanization, the growth of the services sector,
and digital connectivity draw youth toward cities.
e The “Push” Factors: Small land holdings in villages, lack of income
stability and increased climate risk drive youth out of villages.
e The Aspirational Gap: Modern educated young rural people see farming as
a low status, backbreaking last resort.

Why the Youth are Crucial for Modern Agriculture?

It has been noted that the Indian farmer population is ageing and this poses a
structural vulnerability. Youth have been an essential component of the sector for
many reasons:

e Technology Adoption and AgTech Integration: Modernizing agriculture
requires shifting toward precision farming, drone technology, and Al-
driven crop monitoring. Digital literacy is key for embracing these
technologies, and the younger farmers have it, while the older farmers are
not fond of change.

e Climate Resilient Agriculture: With climate change comes an
unpredictable monsoon, heatwaves, and altered pest dynamics. Climate
data can be easily understood by educated youth and they can implement
micro-irrigation systems, along with sustainable farming techniques such
as regenerative agriculture.

e Agri-Entrepreneurship and Value Chains: Agriculture should move from
production to value adding. Youth must be at the forefront of innovations
in the supply chain, local food processing units and digital marketplaces to
consumers.

Key Structural Challenges Driving Youth Away:
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e Land Fragmentation: Inherited land is divided into small plots that are not
economically viable, thus making mechanization challenging.

e Credit and Market Barriers: It is difficult for youth to access formal
banking credit without land titles and so they rely on informal
moneylenders who charge high interest rates.

e Inadequate Post-Harvest Infrastructure: The lack of cold storage facilities
forces distress sales, wiping out profit margins.

Government Initiatives & Institutional Frameworks:

The government has implemented specific policies to keep and strengthen youth
in agriculture:

e ARYA (Attracting and Retaining Youth in Agriculture): Implemented by
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), this initiative trains
rural youth in entrepreneurial activities like poultry, dairying, and
mushroom cultivation.

e MAITRI (Multipurpose Al-lnsemination Technicians in Rural India):
Promotes self employment, by training youth to offer livestock breeding
services at the doorsteps of the farmers.

e Agri-Cinics and Agri-Business Centres (ACABC): Provides grants &
training opportunities for agricultural graduates to become paid extension
officers.

e PM Matsya Sampada Yojana & Agri-Infra Fund: Opens up credit lines for
youth to build modern post-harvest and aquaculture infrastructure.

Way Forward:

To reverse this migration trend, policy interventions must shift focus from simply
increasing crop yields to boosting farmers' net income and modernizing rural
ecosystems.

e Encourage Farmers Producer Organizations (FPOs): FPOs that are headed
by youth will aggregate small farms, reduce input costs and improve
bargaining power.

e Recognize Agriculture as an Industry: Granting industrial status to
agriculture can unlock institutional credit, encourage private investment,
and foster formal employment.

e Expand Digital Extension Services: Traditional physical extension centers
must be replaced by app-based, real-time advisory platforms run by rural
tech-entrepreneurs.

e Enhance Rural Smart Hubs: Improving the quality of rural schools, health
care and digital infrastructure will minimize the lifestyle gap between city
and village.

Conclusion:

India’s food security and economic stability depend heavily on the future of its
farms. Rebranding agriculture as a high-tech, profitable and prestigious business
enterprise, India can utilize its demographic dividend to create a Sustainable and
self-reliant food system.

Source: livemint
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1.2 Canada-India Defence Cooperation
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]
Context:

Canada-India defence cooperation has moved beyond the diplomatic thaw to
moves toward practical security cooperation, with the formalization of a bilateral
Defence Dialogue, a Maritime Security Partnership, and defence-industrial
cooperation after high-level visits early in 2026.

Context & Strategic Reset:

e Diplomatic Realignment: After a period of tension in 2023-2024, the
bilateral relationship marked a strategic shift during Prime Minister Mark
Carney's visit to India (February 27 — March 2, 2026) to set up institutional
mechanisms for security.

e Convergent Geopolitics: Global supply chains are changing, the West Asia
region is becoming more unstable, and shared interest in a rules-based
order in the Indo-Pacific region.

e Defense Spending Shifts: Canada's promises to substantially increase its
defense spending (with a target of 5% of GDP by 2035) inevitably result in
a strong push for a new level of working with reliable, large-scale
democracies, such as India.

Key Pillars of Defence Cooperation:

e Institutional Mechanisms: Formal India-Canada Defence Dialogue and
accreditation of dedicated Defence Advisers/Attachés in both cities for
policy coherence at the highest level.

e Maritime Security Partnership: Joint attendance at major multilateral drills
(including RIMPAC and Talisman Sabre) and a maritime security domain
awareness and open-sea stability work stream.

e Professional Military Education: Military trust and interoperability are
established between the military with exchanges of military bodies such as
visiting the National Defence College, India, to Canadian military
facilities.

Defence Industrial Strategy & Technology:

e Co-Development & Scale: Linking the highly developed R&D, next
generation aerospace advancements and drone hubs in Canada with the
massive manufacturing scale and Indian domestic defense corridors.

e Supply Chain Diversification: Implementing Canada's new Defence
Investment Agency framework for subsystem manufacturing, equipment
sustainment and industrial co-production.

e The Critical Minerals Integration: Grounding industrial resilience in the
Critical Minerals Value Chain MoU (signed for strategic minerals such as
uranium, rare earths and tungsten used in high tech electronics and defense
industry manufacturing).

The Challenges & Way Forward:
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e Legacy Challenges: Military ties are not very developed and there is no
legacy bilateral exercise name, nor any legacy bilateral standing exchange
program, so a phased, unclassified upward foundation is needed.

e Geopolitical volatility: Addressing external business transition and
completing economic treaties in the making, such as the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

e Strategic imperative: Institutionalising the new security mechanisms to
shield long term bilateral defence priorities from short term political
winds.

Source: The Hindu

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

1.3 Building Self-Reliant Philanthropy
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]
Context:

Establishing an Atmanirbhar (self-reliant) philanthropy ecosystem involves
moving the social sector in India away from foreign aid towards family, corporate
and citizen-led funding. Domestic private giving has now surpassed X1.18 lakh
crore annually (more than five times foreign inflows), signifying a significant
development of the national growth and public ownership.

Context & Evolution of Indian Philanthropy:

e The Three Phases of Giving: Early dependency on foreign aid, the
corporate drive of the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), and the
present focus on family and individual philanthropy.

e Scale of Domestic Capital: Domestic private philanthropy accounts for an
annual spend of X1.18 lakh crore; annual CSR spend under Section 135 of
Companies Act is in excess of 40,000 crore. Foreign contribution is in
comparison, about 322,000 crore.

e Regulatory Realities: Out of roughly 6 lakh registered voluntary
organizations on the NITI Aayog NGO Darpan portal, only about 14,500
maintain active Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
registrations.

Core Pillars of an Atmanirbhar Philanthropy Ecosystem:

1. National Ownership and Social Contract

e Local funding leads to local accountability to local interest groups,
communities, and national laws, not foreign agendas.

e Self-reliance is when citizens use their civic capital, resources and time to
address localized problems.

2. High-Net-Worth Family Philanthropy

e While wealth creation in India has skyrocketed, giving as a percentage of
total wealth still lags behind global benchmarks.

e Traditional models of CSR compliance generally do not address the risk-
tolerant, multi-year funding capacity of family offices and foundations.

3. Mass Retail Giving (Democratisation)

e India’s world-class digital public infrastructure (DPI)—led by UPI—
enables seamless, high-volume, low-value donations from middle-class
households.

e Translating financial behaviors, like mutual fund Systematic Investment
Plans (SIPs), into regular monthly philanthropic subscriptions creates
predictable funding pools.

Policy & Structural Reforms Needed:

e Tax Incentives (Section 80G): propose to increase tax deductions from
50% to 100% and increase income ceilings from 10% to 25% as a signal to
give as a national priority.

e Improved Regulation: Make rules more powerful and implement Tighter
Rules through digital systems such as FCRA 2.0, distinguishing minor
regulatory issues from fraud.
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e New Financial Instruments: Allow equity philanthropy through donations
of appreciated listed shares that can be held for 1-3 years, and scale the
Social Stock Exchange (SSE) platform for transparent retail and
institutional investment.

Critical Challenges to Overcome:

e The Grassroots Funding Gap: i.e. a significant proportion of domestic
philanthropy goes to large, well networked NGOs with good outreach,
while small, grassroots groups remain underfunded.

e Short-Term Compliance Mindset: Corporate CSR may be constrained by
annual project cycles, thereby limiting a longer-term systemic approach
and institutional development.

e Trust and Data Deficit: A lack of consistent and reliable impact
measurement frameworks in the Voluntary Sector causes a lack of trust
amongst potential domestic donors.

e Geographical Imbalances: Philanthropic money is very limited in high-
need areas and abundant in industrial areas like Maharashtra and
Karnataka.

Source: The Hindu
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1.4 Corruption as a Barrier to India’s Future Growth
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]
Context:

Corruption is one of the biggest structural hurdles to India's future, with non-
transparent political funding, plenty of bureaucratic hurdles, and weak
enforcement and governance as its drivers, but it is also one of the highest national
priorities along with climate change, youth unemployment and regional
inequalities.

Introduction & Context:

e Current Standing: India ranked 91st out of 182 countries on the Corruption
Perceptions Index with a score of 39 out of 100.

e The Debate: With economic growth on the rise, yet widespread corruption
continues to cost people and the economy greatly, and the big question is:
can it still be said to be the single greatest barrier to development?

Arguments: Corruption as the Primary Threat

Economic Growth and Investment Distortions

e High Capital Drag: Rent seeking, bribery and bureaucratic leakages also
tend to increase transaction costs, reducing ease of doing business.

e Worsening Crony Capitalism: Unfair Public procurement processes and
arbitrary resource allocations are more advantageous to large players than
dynamic and innovation-based startups.

Severe Socio-Economic Inequity

e The Regressive Welfare Drain: Loss of public funds due to leakages in key
welfare programmes—such as the PM-KISAN, PDS, and MGNREGA—
tends to disproportionately impact lower income groups.

e FErosion of Public Trust: High rates of petty corruption at frontline service
delivery points undermine public trust in public institutions and the formal
rule of law.

Institutional Degradation

e Weak Legal Certainty: Law enforcement institutions are affected by
interference in administrative affairs, which slows judicial process and
prevents systemic investigations.

e Sub-Optimal Asset Quality: Corruption in physical infrastructure
procurement leads to structural compromises, raising long-term public
safety risks.

Alternative Competing Threats to India’s Future:

Climate Change and Environmental Stress

e Extreme Natural Disasters: Intense heatwaves, unpredictable monsoons,
and rapid groundwater depletion threaten food security and agricultural
livelihoods.

e Significant Economic Losses: Climatological disruptions threaten to
damage critical infrastructure and to result in significant losses of GDP in
the coming decades.

Unemployment and structural unemployment
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e Demographic Risks: Lack of formal manufacturing and skilled service
opportunities turns the youth bulge in India into a socio-economic risk.

e Skill Gaps: The gap between knowledge and skills produced by the
university and the demands of contemporary digital markets is widespread.
Increasing regional and wealth inequality.Increasing regional and wealth
disparities.

e Fiscal Federalism: Growing economic divergence between fast-growing
coastal/southern states and lagging northern states may threaten fiscal
federalism.

Root Causes & Systematic Bottlenecks:

e Opaque Political Finance: Despite recent transparency debates, complex
election funding channels continue to feed a persistent nexus between
capital and policy formulation.

e Complex regulatory laws: Administrative discretion is high, and there may
be opportunities to make arbitrary demands for compliance.

o Extensive Judicial Delays: Massive court case backlogs drastically lower
conviction rates under the Prevention of Corruption Act, weakening the
deterrent effect.

Way Forward:

e Digital Governance: Scaling up end-to-end digital procurement,
programmable central bank digital currency (CBDC), and Al-based
auditable land records eliminates human intermediaries.

e Improving Independent Oversight: To ensure complete institutional
independence of Lokpal, Central Vigilance Commission (CVC), Central
Investigative Agencies etc.

e Deeper Decentralized Audits: Mandatory Community-Led Social Audit to
give a voice to local Gram Sabhas to monitor local infrastructure projects
directly

Source: The Hindu
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1.5 India’s Foreign Policy Needs a Maritime Focus
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

India's evolving maritime foreign policy is rooted in the principles of maritime
security, economic connectivity, and strategic partnerships aimed at safeguarding
its vast oceanic interests, promoting regional stability, and building a secure
maritime environment. Indian sea transport handles more than 95% of the trade
and it is important for growth in India.

Geopolitical & Security Imperatives:

Countering China: The People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) is
expanding rapidly into the Indian Ocean via dual-use bases like Djibouti
and Gwadar.

Protection of Chokepoints: Unhindered movement through the critical
chokepoints in the Strait of Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb and the Strait of
Hormuz.

Traditional Threats: Combating state-sponsored maritime piracy, maritime
terrorism, and the trafficking of weapons or narcotics.

Non-Traditional Vulnerabilities: Protecting the critical undersea fiber optic
data cables which carry more than 95% of the world's digital
communications.

Economic & Resource Dimensions:

Trade Dependence: More than 90% of the volume of trade and more than
70% of value of India's trade is transacted through the sea lanes of
communication.

Energy Security: India imports more than 80% of its crude oil
requirements, the vast majority of which arrives via oil tankers.

Blue Economy: The exploitation of enormous economic opportunities in
sustainable deep-sea mining, offshore wind and marine biotechnology.
Fisheries Management: Safeguarding the livelihood and regulating the
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of millions of citizens living in the
coastal areas from illegal fishing.

India’s Strategic Frameworks:

SAGAR Doctrine: Realization of the vision of 'Security and Growth for
All in the Region' and India's emergence as a preferred security partner.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI): Inaugurating joint benchmarks on
aspects of maritime ecology, disaster risk reduction and management.
Net Security Provider: Deploying Indian Navy assets for Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) across the littoral footprint.
Project Mausam: Resuming old linkages of history, culture and economy
through Indian Ocean world in opposition with other infrastructure
networks.

Institutional Pluralism & Alliances:

7682823980/7682823981 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com info@vajiraoiasacademy.com



http://www.vajiraoiasacademy.com/
mailto:info@vajiraoiasacademy.com

e The Quad: Enhancing strategic cooperation with the United States, Japan
and Australia for a free and open Indo-Pacific.

e IORA & Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS): Promoting the building
of a consensus in the region on maritime safety and environmental issues.

e Minilaterals: Expanding functional security triads such as the India-
France-Australia or India-Italy-Japan dialogues.

e Island Diplomacy: Promoting strategic partnerships and upgrading
infrastructure access for critical island countries, such as Mauritius,
Seychelles and Maldives.

Way Forward for India:

e Naval Budgeting: Hike in capital budget allocation for Indian Navy for
speeding up modernization and move towards a strong Indian Navy of 175
ships.

e Choke-Point Control: Improving military facilities on the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands to control the eastern approach to Indian Ocean.

e Commercial Shipping: Building a merchant marine fleet for the domestic
economy to lessen its economic exposure in times of global supply chain
disruptions.

e Port Connectivity: Forging the way towards a world-class port-led
development through the Sagarmala Project.

Conclusion:

Foreign policy cannot be looked at purely from a continental prism in India. It
will be a balance between managing land borders and a robust and visionary
maritime strategy that will be the determining factor in India's future as a global
power.

Source: The Hindu
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

2.1 Constitutional Recognition on Intersex Persons
Syllabus: Governance, Social Justice [GS 2]

Context:

The Supreme Court of India has recently issued notices to the Centre and State
governments on a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed in the matter to declare
intersex persons as a distinct class of transsexuals. A bench of three judges headed
by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant is looking into the plea for separate guidelines.
The petition highlights status of the Constitution as a transformative charter and
biological reality of intersex individually as distinct from the transgender
individual.

Understanding the Core Terms:

Intersex Persons: People who are born with differences in the physical sex
characteristics (also called Congenital Variations of sex characteristics).
This ranges from differences in genitalia, chromosomes, gonads or
hormones which do not conform to the binary terms of male and female.
The Distinction (Sex vs. Gender):

o Sex is a natural biological fact of life, first experienced the moment
of birth.

o Gender Identity is a personal, psychological and social construct
that may develop over time and/or later in life.

o Conflation Issue: At present, intersex people are routinely equated
with transsexuals and transgendered people by the Indian
administration. Transgender is about gender expression, which is
different from one's birth sex; intersex is solely about an anatomical,
biological variation.

Core Demands of the Petition:

The PIL by advocate Shamshravish Rein calls for the following institutional and
legal remedies:

Ban on Normalization Surgeries: A nationwide ban on medically
unnecessary, irreversible cosmetic or surgical procedures for intersex
infants and children.

National Medical Protocol Committee: Establishment of a dedicated expert
body within 3 month to create rights based uniform medical handling
protocol.

Amnesty in Civil Documentation: Amendment to rules for Aadhaar,
passports, birth registries and educational certificates to provide for a
suitable neutral gender option.

Affirmative Action Framework: Provision of educational and public
employment reservations and protection in the inheritance and succession
laws.
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Constitutional Provisions at Stake:

The present "zone of silence" and legislative silence on intersex persons directly
affects the fundamental rights under Part III of the constitution:

e Article 14 (Right to equality): Forcing intersex persons to fall into the
binary system of recognition by their biological sex would exclude them
from the equal protection of the laws.

e Article 15 (Prohibition of Discrimination): Prohibition of discrimination
"on the basis of sex". This mandate should legally embrace and include
from birth the natural variation in human bodies.

e Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty): Applies to the right to
bodily integrity, personal autonomy and privacy. The irrevocable gender-
assignment surgery on an infant is a breach of the doctrine of proportional
state intervention.

Socio-Administrative Challenges:

e The "Parens Patriae" Doctrine: The State as the final protector of those in
need. The State delegates this role to the parent and physician, leaving
parents and physicians to make permanent surgical decisions for infants
before they can give consent.

e Social Vulnerabilities: Social stigma is a severe consequence of lack of
recognition and leads to infant abandonment, exclusion from education
systems and legal restrictions on inheriting family assets.

e Statistical Invisibility: The national census and population metrics fail to
record intersex births separately, disabling the state from designing
targeted social welfare schemes.

Way Forward:

The Supreme Court's action represents a change from symbolic recognition of
gender to biological protection. In future this structural deficiency must be taken
up by the executive, who must distinguish between “sex identity” and “gender
identity” in administrative records. A moratorium on non-emergency infant
surgeries (as in human rights standards worldwide) and special welfare boards
will make constitutional equality functional, meaningful and protective from the
moment of birth.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. Examine the need for legal recognition and protection of intersex persons in
India. How can public policy promote their rights, dignity, and social inclusion?
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2.2 Indian Parliament’s 2026 Monsoon Session
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The 2026 Monsoon Session of the Indian Parliament has been announced from
20th July to 13th August with 19 sittings for a total of 25 days. The session is going
to be predominantly a drive on the government's vast legislative agenda as the
Opposition will be focused on administrative and current affairs.

Introduction & Overview:

Monsoon session of Indian Parliament is the important bridge session as it comes
between Budget Session and upcoming Winter Session. This session is set to be an
important session where the laws can be made, the performance of the executive
can be reviewed and issues of public importance can be discussed. According to
the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, the 2026 session will be used to enable the
making of policies in a conducive atmosphere as a result of the changing political
landscape.

Key Legislative Agenda:

The government has put together a concise legislative agenda, with many bills
still to be passed. The Union will present and discuss several important proposed
bills involving taxation, judicial powers and civil government:

e Income tax (Amendment) Bill, 2026: is an attempt to simplify, modernize
and streamline the direct tax laws in the interest of public and corporate
sectors.

e Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026: Amends the
number of judges at the Supreme Court to address backlogs of cases.

e Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025: A pivotal education reforms
bill to transform the regulatory landscape of higher education in India.

e Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026: The Bill aims
to bring in more stringent transparency measures in the regulation and
auditing of foreign funding received in India.

e Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026: Will
change the current laws and morality, including the criminalization of the
use of national songs like Vande Mataram in an insulting manner.

e MSME Development (Amendment) Bill, 2026: To give additional
structural support and business ease to Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises.

e Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026: Looks to
modernize and computerize the civil registration system within the
country.

Expected Political Confrontations:

In addition to the legislative work the session is expected to be contentious as the
Opposition is gearing up for a battle with the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government in various fronts. Key points which will be on sharp focus in
Parliament are:
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e Competitive Examination Discrepancies: Widespread concerns regarding
question paper leaks in competitive examinations, which have sparked
protests, are central to the Opposition's strategy to hold the government
accountable.

e Donation Controversies: The controversy over alleged discrepancies in the
donations made at Ayodhya Ram Temple.

e Delimitation and representation: Longstanding controversy on proposed
constitutional changes to the delimitation and representation issue have
created heavy political tensions between the parties.

Parliamentary Preparedness & Conduct:

In order to avoid disruption and smooth operation of both Houses, meetings of
various customaries were chaired by key Ministers such as Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also spoke to the legislators, urging them to have non-disruptive
discussions based on facts rather than walks out so as to ensure the productivity
of the legislative chamber. However, in the presence of these appeals, the session
was adjourned immediately on the first day of the session as slogans were being
shouted by the opposition members for the discussion on the students' protests
and irregularities in the examinations.

Significance for Governance:

The Monsoon Session is a much-needed opportunity for the legislature to fulfill
its oversight function. Members of Parliament (MPs) raise issues of grievance of
their constituencies through the Question Hour and Zero Hour. The conduct of
the 2026 session will be a litmus test for the government's ability to deal with a
polarization of parliament and to enact the key policy changes it aims to make.

Source: NDTV

UPSC Prelims Practice Question:
Q. With reference to the Monsoon Session of the Indian Parliament, consider the
following statements:
1. The Monsoon Session is one of the three regular sessions of the Indian
Parliament.
2. The President summons each House of Parliament from time to time.
3. The Constitution mandates that there must not be more than six months
between two sessions of Parliament.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1lonly
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3

Answer: D
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2.3 Vikram-1: India’s Private Space Revolution
Syllabus: Science & Technology [GS 3]

Context:

Skyroot Aerospace's Vikram-1 is the first private rocket to reach space and
successfully place satellites in orbit from India.

Key Highlights:

The achievement of the Hyderabad-based space start-up underscores the
importance of private companies in India's space sector and the influence of the
reforms that have allowed private companies to enter the space sector.

India’s New Space Era: Vikram-1

The successful satellites, Vikram-1, which was named after space pioneer
Dr Vikram Sarabhai, sent technology demonstration satellites to low-Earth
orbit at about 450 km.

This is India's third achievement in private sector orbital launch, after the
USA and China.

The Aagaman mission represents the beginning of a new era in India's
space exploration journey, one that is marked by innovation,
entrepreneurship, and public-private partnerships.

The rocket is intended for launching small (up to 350 kg) satellites into
low-Earth orbits.

Technological Significance:

The Vikram-1 1s a four-stage rocket, with three solid-propellant stages and
one liquid-propellant stage.

In its propulsion system, it comes equipped with indigenously developed
3-D printed engines and high-thrust solid fuel motors.

Carbon composites instead of usual metal make the rocket lighter and may
lower launch costs.

The solid engines of the rocket are called ‘Kalam' in honour of Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam and the liquid engine is called ‘Raman' in honour of Dr C V
Raman.

The mission highlights India's emerging prowess in advanced materials,
Additive Manufacturing, Propulsion technology and precision Orbital
insertion.

Significance for India’s Space Economy:

The success is a confirmation of the government's policy of opening the
space sector to private industry and developing a more competitive space
industry.

Private industries will help to make India launch more, cost less and create
special space technologies.

Satellite manufacturing, launch services, Earth observation, space-based
communication and other areas of innovation may benefit from the growth
of start-ups, which can create jobs.
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e It can make India a formidable space power in the fast-expanding
commercial space market.

e This development also aligns with India's vision of being a hub of
technology and manufacturing in the world.

Role of ISRO & IN-SPACe:

e The institutional support from ISRO and the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) through Vikram-1
mission is also significant.

e Private players have been able to overcome barriers to entry due to ISRO's
knowledge and technical expertise, and system and infrastructure.

e The changing model is evolving from being a state-driven space
programme to a public-private partnership ecosystem.

Challenges & Way Ahead:

e India needs to build a strong space insurance ecosystem, a space start-up
VC mechanism, test facilities and long-term space research finance.

e The more private participation is achieved, the more clearly defined
regulations, safety standards and expedited authorisation should be.

e India must encourage domestic manufacturing of key components to
lessen reliance on foreign space technologies.

e Start-ups, ISRO, universities and defence research institutions should be
encouraged to work together with the government.

e India can transform itself from a launching pad to a major space
manufacturing and launch services and space-based applications player
with continued policy support.

Conclusion:

e Vikram-1's success in launching is not just a rocket success; it's an
indicator of India's emergence as a competitive, innovation-based, and
commercial space sector.

e The mission highlights that India's space goals can be achieved faster with
the joint efforts of government bodies, industry, and entrepreneurial
innovators.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. What is the main task of India’s third mood mission which could not be
achieved in its earlier mission? List the countries that have achieved this task.
Introduce the subsystems in the spacecraft launched and explain the role of the
‘Virtual Launch Control Centre’ at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre which
contributed to the successful launch from Sriharikota. (2023)
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2.4 25 Years of Agra Summit: Can India-Pakistan Talk Again

Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

As the 25th anniversary of the 2001 Agra Summit dialogue approaches, the
prospects and constraints of India-Pakistan talks are being reconsidered.

Key Highlights:

The Summit is still relevant as it was a bold initiative taken by Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to reach out to Pakistan despite the recent Kargil War and
the Kandahar hijacking.

Agra Summit: A Bold Diplomatic Initiative

In May 2001, Vajpayee decided to call Pakistan's military dictator General
Pervez Musharraf for talks.

The decision was important because Musharraf was considered the main
architect of the Kargil conflict.

The Summit was held from July 14 to 16, 2001, in Agra.

It briefly brought hope that India and Pakistan could solve their long-
standing issues through direct political dialogue.

The approach of Vajpayee was statesmanship, where he looked beyond the
negative aspects of the past conflicts and towards a future of engagement.

Why did the Summit Fail?

The poorest preparatory work and the lack of adequate pre-negotiations
were the main shortcomings of the Agra Summit.

People who participated in the process have complained that the process
was not well prepared due to a lack of continuity in back-channels.

The strategy of waiting and seeing what Pakistan does became ambiguous
and de-escalated the room for diplomatic compromise.

They also had a huge difference with each other on the core issue of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan tried to make Kashmir the focus of the joint statement, whereas
India looked to the issue of terrorism and bilateral matters.

It eventually proved impossible to form a consensus on politics and a
mutually acceptable framework, and the talks failed.

The Summit failed because, early on, Musharraf stepped down from his
position in India.

Larger Significance of Agra Dialogue:

The Summit showed the world it can be done despite great military and
diplomatic crises.

The situation also showed the dangers of high-level diplomacy without
preparation.

The episode showed the difference between political leadership and the
interests of institutions in foreign policy.

Vajpayee tried to focus on the future while Pakistan's military
establishment was steeped in the old security perceptions.
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e Agra was thus a manly example and a study in the value of 'personal
diplomacy'.

India-Pakistan Relations Today:

e A quarter of a century later, official relations between the two countries are
extremely limited.

e However, cross-border terrorism, Kashmir issue and profound distrust in
strategic depth remain as obstacles in the way of normalisation.

o India's experience with Kargil and the subsequent diplomatic failures have
made it more wary of unconditional dialogue.

e Meanwhile, the lack of communication can make misreading and
intensifying between two nuclear-armed neighbours more possible.

Way Ahead:

e India needs to adopt a "calibrated" and "conditioned" engagement
approach to help the realization of national security interests.

e Future summits should be preceded by a lot of diplomatic preparation and
by the continued use of Track-II and back-channel engagement.

e The dialogue should be centered on the steps that can be taken to build
confidence and not an immediate grand settlement.

e To rebuild trust, there must be strong mechanisms in place to prevent
terrorism and cross-border violence.

e Where feasible in the context of security, people-to-people contacts, trade
and humanitarian cooperation can be explored gradually.

e India should be cautious to practice strategic patience, diplomatic firmness
and not be over-optimistic or complacent.

Conclusion:

e The Agra Summit is a testament to the fact that diplomacy takes two
things—political pluck and good preparation.

e Its failure does not indicate the uselessness of the dialogue, but only
indicates that dialogue without trust, groundwork and realistic goals is of
little value.

e But for India-Pakistan relations, the future might not be in the dramatic
summits, but rather in regular engagement with careful sequencing and an
in-depth focus on interests.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. Terrorist activities and mutual distrust have clouded India — Pakistan relations.
To what extent the use of soft power like sports and cultural exchanges could
help generate goodwill between the two countries? Discuss with suitable
examples. (2015)
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2.5 India’s Textile Sector: From Glory to Global Comeback

Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

The value chain of textiles is a very significant employment and export opportunity
in India, which has historically been the largest market for textiles globally, but
needs institutional and technological reforms to be competitive again.

Key Highlights:

India has a long history of textiles and was previously a major exporter of
textiles.

Textile making, spinning and dyeing are traces of the Harappan
civilization in India, which dates back almost 4,500 years.

But with the advent of the Industrial Revolution, technology, productivity,
and economies of scale took over as the factors to determine global
competitiveness in India and other countries.

The task today is to turn the might of Indian textiles into a globally
competitive and employment-intensive sector through better institutions.

India’s Historical Textile Dominance:

For almost 2000 years, Indian textiles were traded extensively within Asia
and Europe.

In Mughal era, Bengal turned into a leading centre of cotton cloth
production in the world.

The muslin of Dhaka was of the finest and most popular type of muslin in
the world.

Murshidabad became an important centre of silk and muslin production.
Indiana's contribution to world output was an astonishing 23.5% in 1700
(Angus Maddison's estimates).

This reflects the then-strength of manufacturing and commercial
capabilities of India.

The Industrial Revolution & India’s Decline:

The Industrial Revolution had a profound impact on the foundations of
industrial competitiveness.

The spinning jenny and other mechanised technologies transferred the
advantage from the artisanal skill to technology and mass production.
Indian textile factories were not able to produce on a competitive basis
with the European mechanical textile mills.

India slowly started to supply raw cotton to Lancashire and started to buy
British made textiles.

The experience underscores the ability of technological disruption to
quickly erode traditional economic benefits.

India’s Present Textile Advantage:

India, today, has a complete textile value chain.
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The sector relates to cotton cultivation, spinning, weaving, cotton
processing, garment making, and export.

India also boasts a huge domestic market and workforce.

The most significant benefit of textiles is that it is an industry with a high
employment rate.

The sector has the potential to employ large numbers of women, semi-
skilled and rural people.

Hence, textiles play an important role in inclusive growth and the
demographic dividend of India.

The Institutional Challenge:

Having an integrated value chain does not ensure global competitiveness.
The textile industry in India is beset by the problems of disorganized
production, lack of economies of scale and backwardness of the modern
textile machinery.

Access to technology, finance and access to global markets can prove to be
challenging for small and medium enterprises.

Skill deficits and low investment in research and product/process
innovation decrease productivity.

A more conducive institutional environment is also needed for expeditious
decision-making, export promotion and coordination between the Centre,
states and industry in India.

Way Ahead: Building an Ecosystem for Competitveness

Build a strong textile ecosystem with better infrastructure, logistics, and
testing facilities.

Promote technology, automation, and sustainable textiles.

Integrate Indian firms into global value chains.

Support large-scale, formal, labour-intensive garment production.

Boost women's employment, skilling, and social security.

Strengthen industry—academia—government collaboration for innovation

Conclusion:

India's past has proved that the success of its economy requires
technological and institutional flexibility as well as resources and skills.
The sector offers an unprecedented opportunity to generate jobs, grow
manufacturing and expand exports to India.

India's heritage of textiles can be transformed into a competitive advantage
in the world today with the help of a robust institutional ecosystem.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Analyse the factors for highly decentralized cotton textile industry in India.
(2013)
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2.6 Right to Protest in India
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

The recent police action against protesters marching towards Parliament has
renewed debate over whether staging a protest is legal in India and what
restrictions apply to the Right to Protest.

Key Highlights:

The issue brings into focus the constitutional balance between citizens' right of
democratic freedom and the responsibility of the State to ensure public order and
protection of public life.

Is the Right to Protest a Fundamental Right?

The Right to Protest is not specifically listed as a Fundamental Right in the
Constitution.

But this is based on Article 19(1) (a) of the Constitution, which guarantees
freedom of speech and expression, and Article 19(1)(b), which guarantees
the right to assemble peaceably and without arms.

Peaceful means of protest enable citizens to voice concerns, shape public
policy and hold governments to account.

The freedom struggle itself was an example of the significance of
organised non-violent public mobilisation in democracy in India.

What Restrictions can the State Impose?

Article 19 rights are not absolute.

State may impose reasonable restrictions for sovereignty and integrity of
India, security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public
order, decency or morality.

Restrictions also include those in relation to contempt of court, defamation
and incitement to an offence.

Protests can be regulated by authorities under police permissions and
prohibitory orders issued under Section 163 of Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) or designating sites for protests.

Thus, the right to protest is constitutionally guaranteed, but the venue,
timing, size and manner of the protest can be subject to legal restrictions.

Can Protestors March to Parliament?

A right to protest does not imply a right to protest at any place.
Newspaper, Parliament, and other areas around the Parliament are very
sensitive areas with special security and public order arrangements.

In Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v Union of India (2018), the Supreme
Court had reiterated the necessity for regulation of protests around the
Parliament, North and South Blocks and other important areas.

The Court stressed regulation that takes into consideration the number of
demonstrators, the location of the demonstration and its character vis-a-vis
sensitive areas.
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The decision reaffirmed the status of Jantar Mantar as a protest spot and
also set the precedent that the regulation cannot be arbitrary.

What has the SC Said?

In Himat Lal K Shah (1973), the Supreme Court stated freedom of
assembly as a 'fundamental of democracy'.

The Court determined that while the public authorities may intervene in
the use of public space, there is a difference between reasonable regulation
and arbitrary exclusion.

In Amit Sahni v Commissioner of Police (2020) aka Shaheen Bagh case,
the Court ruled that protesters are not allowed to obstruct public streets or
inconvenience citizens for an extended period of time.

The Court explained that protests were allowed to take place in specific
areas and were not to involve the "indefinite occupation" of public places.

Conclusion:

The Indian Constitution affords everyone the freedom to protest, but not
the freedom to protest in any way or place.

The democratic principle is thus evident: the authority to regulate is
acceptable, but to suppress peaceful dissent is not.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ:
Q. Consider the following statements:

1.

2.

3.

According to the Constitution of India, the Central Government has a duty
to protect States from internal disturbances.

The Constitution of India exempts the States from providing legal counsel
to a person being held under preventive detention.

According to the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA), 2002, a confession
made by the accused to the police cannot be used as evidence.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Ans: (b)
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2.7 Nation Song vs. National Anthem: The Law
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

The draft Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill 2026 aims
to broaden the statutory protection granted to the national anthem ‘Jana Gana
Mana’ to cover the national song ‘Vande Mataram’.

Key Highlights:

The move i1s reigniting discussion on the issue of national symbols, constitutional
freedom and religious freedom and the extent of the criminal law in relation to
national honour.

What does the Proposed Law Seek to Do?

The Bill would make amendments in the Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971.

Section 3 of the current law makes it illegal to "intentionally prevent" the
singing of the national anthem or provoke disturbance of an assembly
singing the anthem.

Penalty for the offence is imprisonment for up to 3 years or a fine or both.
The proposed amendment aims to add ‘Vande Mataram’ to the same
protection.

This would give a statutory framework to curb deliberate disruptions to the
singing of the National song.

Legal Status of Vande Mataram:

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee's Vande Mataram made a significant
contribution to the freedom movement of the country.

The previous instructions from the Union Ministry of Home Affairs were
the definition of the authorised lyrics and occasions for its mass singing.
The guidelines were that people stand up while listening to the official
version being sung or played.

The government guidelines were advisory, however, and were not backed
by any criminal sanctions for the refusal to sing the song.

The proposed Bill would make a radical amendment by having
punishment follow intentional disruption.

What does the SC Say about National Symbols?

The Bijoe Emmanuel v State of Kerala (1986) case laid down an important
constitutional rule that distinguished between disrespect and non-
participation.

Three students from the Jehovah's Witnesses faith refused to sing the
national anthem, in accordance with their beliefs, but stood in silence, in a
respectful manner.

The Supreme Court said that their expulsion infringed on Article 19(1)(a)
— the freedom of speech and expression — and Article 25(1) — the freedom
of religion.
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e The Court stated that there is no law enforcing the singing of the national
anthem.

e It believed that the act of standing in respect is enough to show respect and
that it is not disrespectful not to participate in the singing.

Disruption vs. Refusal: Key Legal Distinction

e Courts have separated “active” from “passive” refusal to sing a national
anthem.

e The Kerala High Court in Salman v State of Kerala (2014) ruled that loud
or abusive noise which obstructs the National Anthem could be punishable
under Section 3 of the 1971 Act.

e The proposed legislation might actually seek to prohibit intentional
disturbance or obstruction instead of silence or non-participation.

e This is important because the criminal law cannot be used to enforce
expressions of patriotism.

Way Ahead:

e There should be clarity and definitions of the term ‘intentional
disturbance’ and ‘obstruction’ in the amendment.

e Authorities have to be able to tell the difference between deliberate insult
and constitutionally protected freedoms.

e Statutory protection should not be inconsistent with the protection afforded
by Articles 19 and 25 of the Constitution.

e Judicial review will play a key role in safeguarding the national honour
while not diminishing constitutional tolerance.

e India's democratic process should go ahead and continue to work on the
dichotomy between Patriotism and National Unity, and Minority
Dissenters' rights.

Conclusion:

1

e The proposed legal equivalence of ‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Jana Gana Mana
is a significant change in the law of national symbols in India.

e The constitutional rule, however, is a firm one: disruption (as long as it is
active) can be punished; non-participation (as long as it is respectful)
cannot be equated with disrespect.

e The difficulty lies in safeguarding national dignity and upholding the
principles of tolerance and pluralism in the constitution.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ:

Q. Who among the following is associated with ‘Songs from Prison’, a
translation of ancient Indian religious lyrics in English? (2021)

(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru

(c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

(d) Sarojini Naidu

Ans: (c)
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2.8 National Investment Policy for Urea-2026
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

The Union Cabinet's approval of the National Investment Policy for Urea-2026
(NIPU-2026) is a crucial move towards bolstering the security of India's fertiliser
production and cutting reliance on urea imports.

Key Highlights:

Despite the presence of 33 urea manufacturing units in the country with an
installed capacity of 269.42 lakh metric tonnes, India is continuing to
import urea.

Earlier, the New Investment Policy (NIP)-2012 provided a framework for
revamp, expansion, revival, brownfield and greenfield urea projects.

The investment window of NIP-2012 was closed in October 2019 with a
fresh set of proposals for new urea plants and the government announced
the introduction of NIPU-2026.

The new policy is consistent with the goal of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-
reliant India) to be more self-reliant in the production of fertilisers.

Key Features of National Investment Policy for Urea-2026:

In NTPU-2026, the focus will be on new urea manufacturing units using
gas as raw material, which will promote new private and public investment
in the urea manufacturing industry.

The policy distinguishes between fixed costs and variable costs in the cost
structure and gives increased clarity and predictability to investors.

It brings a Return on Equity (RoE) range of 12% to 16% that will not only
yield good returns for the investors but also be of benefit to the need of
having a viable fertiliser industry.

The policy also takes care of foreign exchange risk by fixing the foreign
exchange value of the fixed costs for four years, depending on the
exchange rate during this period.

NIPU-2026 aims at bridging the gap between the urea demand and
production capacity by encouraging new capacity.

Agriculture Urea vs. Industrial Urea:

Agricultural urea is a nitrogenous fertilizer for crops that is heavily
subsidized by the government.

It is regulated under the Fertiliser Control Order (FCO) and is also
mandatorily coated with neem, which helps to release nitrogen gradually
and prevents fertiliser misuse.

Urea is used in industrial or technical products such as resins, plywood
adhesives, melamine, textiles, dyes and moulding compounds.
Industrial urea is sold at market price without any fertiliser subsidy on
industrial urea.

Therefore, while they have the same chemical makeup, their use,
oversight, pricing and distribution models are distinct.
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Beyond Urea: Need for Balanced Fertilisation

e While the urea production boost can improve availability in NIPU-2026, it
is not enough to address the fertiliser-related issues in agriculture in India.

e The Nitrogenous fertiliser dependency is a long-standing issue in India,
especially urea, and there is an imbalance in the use of N, P & K fertilisers.

e Since 2010, the Nutrient Based Subsidy scheme was established to make
phosphatic and potassic fertilisers affordable and to promote the balanced
use of nutrients.

e Since 2015, the Soil Health Card Scheme has been introduced to allow
farmers to gain insights into the nutrient status and physicochemical
properties of their soil.

e In 2015, a mandatory 100% neem coating of urea was also put in place to
limit nitrogen volatilisation and excessive use.

o Efficient management of nutrients can be further enhanced through the use
of nano fertilisers in the field, precision agriculture, organic inputs and
fertilisation according to the soil test.

Way Ahead:

e The government should make sure that NIPU-2026 lures investors without
putting excessive fiscal pressure on the economy due to inefficient pricing
mechanisms.

e The production of urea should be encouraged with the use of energy-
efficient technology, energy supply security and modern urea plant
facilities.

e The current policy of fertiliser needs to be progressively moved from the
policy of urea towards soil-health and nutrient-management.

e Farmers will be encouraged to use balanced fertilisation through greater
awareness and digital soil advisory services, which will be implemented
with targeted subsidies.

e In conclusion, NIPU-2026 is a major effort in the direction of ensuring
fertiliser security, but the sustainability of agriculture in India in the long-
term will rely on the integration of domestic production, equitable
fertilisation and efficient nutrient utilisation.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ:
Q. With reference to chemical fertilizers in India, consider the following
statements: (2020)
1. At present, the retail price of chemical fertilizers is market-driven and not
administered by the Government.
2. Ammonia, which is an input of urea, is produced from natural gas.
3. Sulphur, which is a raw material for phosphoric acid fertilizer, is a by-
product of oil refineries.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d1,2and 3 Ans: (b)
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2.9 India’s Manufacturing Challenge
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

While India is seeing a big manufacturing phase, the challenge that needs to be
addressed is the shift from assembly-based manufacturing to deeper
manufacturing.

Key Highlights:

The revival of the manufacturing strategy debate in India was witnessed as
the government recently gave approvals for electronics manufacturing and
Chinese companies took part in critical power projects.

India need not follow only the Chinese model; it needs to create a large,
competitive and distinctly Indian manufacturing ecosystem.

In 2025, the value addition in manufacturing in China was estimated at
$4.82 trillion, while in India it was $532.92 billion.

China also represents 27.4% of the manufacturing value addition globally,
whereas India's contribution is approximately 3%.

Why China has a Manufacturing Advantage?

A strength of China is its control of the whole industrial ecosystem rather
than just the production of finished goods.

It has a strong industrial base, with extensive networks of component-
manufacturing, machine-making, logistics, industrial parks, ports and
testing facilities, making it possible to carry out mass production.

The manufactured product can require imported machinery, components
and technologies.

This is one of the reasons why India is lagging behind China in
manufacturing.

China has become more powerful in the fields of equipment
manufacturing, industrial robots, high-tech manufacturing, new energy
vehicles, etc., showing the transition of its industrial production to a
technology-intensive direction.

India’s Manufacturing Progress & Advantages:

The electronics industry in India has come a long way, and in the past
decade, electronics manufacturing and exports increased significantly.
Now India is the second largest manufacturer of mobile phones in the
world; however, most of this growth is in assembly.

There are important competitive strengths in India, such as automobiles,
pharmaceuticals, textiles, electrical equipment and engineering.

India is the fourth largest vehicle manufacturer in the world with a strong
focus on small cars, two-wheelers, three-wheelers and low-cost mobility.
The pharmaceutical industry also has a lot more potential in the form of
generic drugs, active pharmaceutical ingredients, biosimilars and medical
devices.
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o The textile industries are still playing a significant role, as the sector has a
high level of employment and plays a significant role in industrial
production and exports.

From Shallow to Deep Manufacturing:

e India's next task is to build up its own capability in capital goods,
components, machines, networks of suppliers, and industrial technology.

e The change of manufacturing policy from single factories to
manufacturing clusters.

e Export incentives should increasingly encourage value addition and not
just assembly of final products.

e MSMESs require better access to credit, technological support, testing
services and better connections with big manufacturing companies.

Way Ahead:

e India needs to bring down logistics costs, boost the efficiency of ports,
streamline customs and guarantee uninterrupted power supply.

e Technical education and apprenticeships and shop-floor skills need to be
scaled up to produce an industry-ready workforce.

e The government should encourage strategic collaborations and technology
transfer, but not overly rely on foreign suppliers.

e India has to emphasize labor-intensive manufacturing, low-cost
engineering and domestic demand and selective technological
improvement.

e There are no India vs China debates; it is shallow manufacturing vs deep
manufacturing.

e India need not turn into China but if the country can develop its own
suppliers, skills, machines and technology, it can strengthen itself into a
more employment-intensive manufacturing base that can become more
competitive in the global arena.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. “Industrial growth rate has lagged behind in the overall growth of Gross-
Domestic-Product (GDP) in the post-reform period” Give reasons. How far are
the recent changes in Industrial Policy capable of increasing the industrial growth
rate? (2017)
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2.10 India Pushes Chenab Projects amid Indus Treaty Review
Syllabus: Infrastructure [GS 3]

Context:

India is pressing for the speedy development of over 5,000 MW of hydropower
projects on the Chenab River and demanding a complete renegotiation of the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT). New Delhi considers the 60-year-old agreement as
suspended and not operational till Pakistan completely and honestly eliminates
cross-border terrorism.

Background & Context:

e Suspension of IWT: India suspended the 1960 water-sharing agreement
after the attack in Pahalgam, meaning institutional mechanisms such as the
Permanent Indus Commission became inactive.

o Core Indian Stance: New Delhi contends that the original treaty was no
longer relevant; it was not a true reflection of the geopolitical realities
today and we need a balanced, structurally edited framework.

e The Terror Condition: India insists on a permanent cessation of state
sponsored terror for cross-border terror and bilateral water cooperation to
normalize or renegotiate.

Focus on Chenab Basin Hydropower:

e Accelerated Portfolio: India is fast-tracking five major run-of-the-river
projects on the Chenab River, with a combined capacity of 4,870 MW
(exceeding 5,000 MW with additions).

e Key Projects in Play:

o Sawalkote Project: 1,856 MW capacity at clearance and pre-
construction stage.
Pakal Dul Project: Under construction with 1000 MW capacity.
Ratle Project: 850/624 MW tier, historically subject to design
disputes.

o Kiru & Kwar Projects: 624 MW and 540 MW respectively being
championed through an Inter-Ministerial Task Force.

e Engineering Practices: At existing dams such as Salal and Baglihar, India
has scheduled the sediment flushing and reservoir management in a
systematic manner for improved efficiency by following accepted
international practices, not to divert water maliciously downstream.

Legal & Strategic Dimensions of Renegotiation:

e Treaty Modification Rules: As per Article XII of IWT, only formal
ratification of a bilateral Treaty between India and Pakistan can lead to
modification or termination.

e Dispute Rejections: India has rejected third-party decisions — including
those of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) at The Hague — as
illegally constituted, while the treaty remains suspended.

e Strategic Leverage: India aims to have its full non-consumptive and
hydropower rights in western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab) as a strategic
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stance to ensure that it maximises clean energy production and
demonstrates strategic intent.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Prelims Practice Question:
Q. Consider the following hydroelectric projects:
1. Dulhasti
2. Salal
3. Ratle
4. Pakal Dul
How many of the above projects are located/constructed on the Chenab River or
its direct tributary?
[A] Only one
[B] Only two
[C] Only three
[D] All four

Answer: [D] All four
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2.11 India-Sri Lanka DTAA Amendment 2026
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

The Ministry of Finance has issued a notification of a new protocol to the Double
Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) between India and Sri Lanka to address
the issue of treaty shopping, tax avoidance and plug tax loopholes. The protocol
will come into force on 19th June 2026 and the provisions of the protocol will be
applicable from Financial Year 2027-28, 1st April 2027 onwards.

The Context for the Amendment:

In 2013, the original DTAA between India and Sri Lanka was signed, which was
aimed to avoid the double taxation of such income. Unfortunately, multinationals
enterprise often used systemic differences to get the benefit of "double non-
taxation" by using the artificial business structures. This new amendment will
update the bilateral framework, without imposing new taxes or changing the
existing tax rates. It's an essential means of protection against revenue loss.

Key Provisions of the Protocol:

1. Introduction of the Principal Purpose Test (PPT)

e Main Function: PPT is an internationally recognised anti-abuse rule. This
gives tax authorities the power to refuse DTAA benefits (such as lower
withholding tax rates) if tax minimization was a major consideration in
making a transaction.

e Shift to Substance: Tax assessment shifts from literal legal compliance to
evaluating the underlying commercial substance of an entity.

o Safe Harbor: Genuine commercial transactions that align with the
fundamental object and purpose of the treaty remain fully eligible for tax
relief.

2. Alignment with Global BEPS Standards

e OECD Compliance: Measures to prevent anti—avoidance are included
within the protocol, as part of the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS)
initiative of the OECD and G20.

e Revised Preamble: An updated preamble makes it clear that the purpose of
the treaty is to prevent double taxation with no opportunity for tax evasion
or tax avoidance through ‘treaty shopping' arrangements.

Significance & Impact of the Move:

e Prevention of Revenue Leakage: Shell companies and paper only
companies will not be able to utilise financial channels between Sri Lanka
and India. This helps to protect India's tax base.

e Regulatory Certainty for Genuine Investors: The protocol preserves a clear
and predictable investment environment for cross-border businesses by
giving them treaty protections for legitimate economic relationships.

e Broadening India's Anti-Abuse Network: This amendment mirrors India’s
prior treaty renegotiations with countries like Mauritius, Singapore, and
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Cyprus. It strengthens India's position against tax planning by its
neighbours with a predatory approach.

Challenges Ahead:

e Substantial discretion: Whether a transaction is "tax motivated" (tax
avoidance) gives tax officials a great amount of discretionary authority,
with potential for litigation.

e Compliance Burden: Companies will need to keep detailed records for
compliance of solid commercial reason and economic substance.

Conclusion:

The India-Sri Lanka DTAA amendment hits an important balance between
enabling genuine investments across the borders and controlling aggressive tax
evasion. Emphasizes on India's continued efforts towards international tax
transparency and modernizes economic diplomacy in South Asia.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. Discuss the importance of anti-tax avoidance measures in India's bilateral tax
treaties. How does the new India—Sri Lanka DTAA protocol contribute to global
efforts against Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS)?
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2.12 New Bill on Vande Mataram Recognition
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

Union Home Minister introduces the Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 in the Rajya Sabha. This bill intends to plug this loophole
by bestowing on Vande Mataram the same status as the National Anthem, Jana
Gana Mana.

Background:

Legislative Action: Union Government enacted the Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act, 1971 to make it a law to disrespect Vande Mataram.
Administrative Guidelines: This step follows the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) guidelines that mandated Vande Mataram must precede Jana Gana
Mana at official events, with the audience standing to attention.

Historical Milestone: The legislative push coincides with the nationwide,
year-long celebrations marking the 150th anniversary of the song's
composition.

Key Provisions of the 2026 Amendment Bill:

Substitution of Section 3: The Bill replaces Section 3 of the parent Act
with the same legal provisions for both the national and other melodies.
Criminalizing Disruption: Preventing anyone from singing Vande Mataram
or intentionally causing disturbances to an assembly engaged in its singing
is now a criminal offense.

Strict Penalties: Violation of the rule is punishable with a prison term of up
to three years, a fine or both, just like the penalties set for violations of the
National Anthem.

Performance Protocol: As required by the MHA, the official 3:10 version
of all six stanzas needs to be performed with standing reverence during
official state functions only.

Existing Legal Gap & Need for Amendment:

The Parent Act: The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971,
penalizes desecration of the National Flag, the Constitution, and the
National Anthem, but explicitly left out the National Song.

The 1950 Constitutional Declaration: On January 24, 1950, Constituent
Assembly President Dr. Rajendra Prasad stated that Vande Mataram "shall
be honoured equally with Jana Gana Mana". This was still a presidential
decree, however, and not a clause in law.

Judicial Precedents: Indian courts have, on several occasions, pointed out
that the National Song was not mentioned in any penal provision of the
1971 Act and thus citizen could not be punished by law for refusing to sing
or stand for the National Song. The 2026 Bill plugs this 76-year-old
lacuna.

Historical & Cultural Underpinnings:
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Composition: Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in the 1870s, it
was later published in his seminal 1882 political novel, Anandamath.
Freedom Movement Catalyst: It was to become the rallying call of
nationalist movements against colonial rule of the country, which gained
widespread momentum during the Swadeshi Movement in 1905.

Political Adoption: The Congress Working Committee formally adopted its
initial stanzas as the national song on October 28, 1937.

Associated Arguments & Debates:

Completing Constitutional Intent: Promoters say that the implementation
of the statutory equality is the long-delayed demand of the Constitution's
framers.

Enforced vs Voluntary Patriotism: Legal commentators and opposition
parties have raised concerns about the possibility of conflicts with the
fundamental right to freedom of expression (Article 19(1)(a)) as the
Patriotism is not to be forced upon people.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
Q. Discuss the role of national symbols in nation-building. Should VVande Mataram
be accorded the same legal status as the National Anthem? Critically examine.
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2.13 Caste Enumeration in Census 2027
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

The Union government has pledged to gather caste-wise information on the
population for the first time in decades for the 2027 Census of India. The most
complicated exercise of administration, however, is to determine the methodology,
because of the different kinds of caste identities and the political, legal and social
consequences.

Key Highlights:

e The Registrar General of India (RGI) has been exploring various
approaches to enumerate the caste population, prior to the beginning of
population enumeration in early 2027.

e The exercise comes as part of a government announcement to include
caste information in the census that is to be conducted next year, after
years of enumerating caste basically only in the case of Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

e The debate has been given importance due to the failure of the 2011 Socio-
Economic and Caste Census (SECC) to provide reliable caste data.

Why is caste enumeration challenging?

e There are thousands of caste groups in India, and they are different in
different regions.

e There is no single standardised national caste registry, this is difficult for
data collection.

e Political, administrative and legal conflicts can arise as a result of incorrect
classification.

e Accurate caste information is relevant to welfare schemes, affirmative
action, resource allocation and to future policy making.

Methodologies under consideration:

e Open-ended self-declaration

o The respondents would willingly state their caste.

o The approach is flexible and enables communities to define
themselves.

o A similar practice in SECC 2011 however resulted in almost 46.7
lakhs different caste names, which made classification and
validation extremely complex.

e Drop-down menu of recognised castes

o The enumerators would pick the caste names from a pre-stored list
of caste names that had been prepared with the help of castes list
provided by Central and State government.

o This would help to standardise it, reduce duplication and facilitate
data processing.
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o But there has been apprehension that use of these caste lists alone
would contribute to the cementation of caste walls and omissions of
local variations.

Lessons from the 2011 SECC:

Self-reporting of caste without proper verification was given to
respondents.

Data quality was compromised by large-scale duplication and by spelling
variations.

The exercise resulted in millions of registered castes and their
classification was rendered almost meaningless.

The complete caste data was therefore not made available for policy use by
the Union Government.

Constitutional & Policy Significance:

Good caste information can facilitate evidence-based policy-making and
enhance delivery of welfare programmes.

It could help governments to assess the socio-economic condition of each
community.

Reliable data can play a role in discussions of social justice, inclusive
development and reservation policies.

The Census also has wider impacts on governance, such as delimitation,
fiscal planning and public service delivery.

Key Challenges:

Standardisation of caste names throughout the states.

Finding the balance between self-identification and administrative
consistency.

Accurately maintaining data without duplication.

Avoiding the misuse of politics and ensuring the data's confidentiality.
Legal and social dispute resolution relating to classification.

Way Forward:

Create a strong digital database of castes, linking the Central and State
caste lists with commonly used coding systems.

Set up clear verification and validation procedures before finalization of
the caste data.

Properly train enumerators to have consistent data collection practices.
Ensure transparency of methodology and guarantee the right to privacy.
Leverage caste data mainly for evidence-based policy-making, social
justice and targeted welfare, and not for political mobilisation.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Why is caste identity in India both fluid and static? (2023)
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2.14 France Tightens Social Media Rules for Children

Syllabus: Social Issues [GS 1]

Context:

France has become the first country in the European Union (EU) to pass a national
measure to prohibit social media access for children under 15. The law is designed
to safeguard children from the negative impacts of excessive social media usage,
such as mental health problems, cyberbullying, and online exploitation.

Key Highlights:

Children under 15 years can no longer make new or existing profiles on
social media sites in France following a new law approved by the French
Parliament.

The law will enter into force from September 2026, provided that it is
ratified by France's Constitutional Council.

Older accounts of users under 15 years will be gradually closed until
January 2027.

With this country-wide ban, France is the first U.K. E.U. member to put in
place a similar restriction for users under the age of 16.

Why France has imposed this ban?

Overall, the law aims to safeguard children from the harmful impact of
overuse or abuse of social media.

The French public health agency has issued a public safety announcement
to call out platforms including TikTok, Instagram and Snapchat, warning
them could lead to anxiety and depression, body image problems and
addiction in teens and cyberbullying.

The government feels the need to introduce tougher regulation to achieve a
safer digital place for children.

Key Features of the Law:

Ban on Social Media Access

o All users aged 15 or younger will not be allowed to have new social
media accounts.

o Existing customers will be deactivated in stages as under 15 users.

Mandatory Age Verification

o Social network providers will go to the trouble of verifying users'
age before letting them onto the site.

o The government has confirmed that the age verification
technologies that will protect privacy will be used in order to help
safeguard personal information.

Phased Implementation

o The ban on registration of new accounts for kids under 15 years old
will be in effect from September 2026.

o This is scheduled to happen later in January 2027, when existing
accounts of underage users would be closed.

Responsibility of Platforms
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o The responsibility for implementing the restrictions and compliance
would lie with digital platforms legally.

A Worldwide Journey towards Online Child Protection:

Australia was the first country to pass a law to do so, with the requirement
to remove accounts of users under 16 years old from platforms.

The European Commission has also been conducting trials of age
verification systems to ensure that children can be better protected online.
There are several countries experimenting with more stringent digital
measures to find a balance between children's online access and privacy
and free expression.

Potential Benefits:

May minimize exposure to terms of abuse, harassment, or inappropriate
content online.

Can contribute to the improvement of children's mental health and
emotional well-being.

Promotes healthier screen time and more parent involvement.

Increases social media site company liability for child safety.

Challenges:

While age verification without breaching privacy is technically difficult, it
is still in need of improvements.

Children can try to circumvent access blocks through false identities or
VPNs.

Issues of digital rights, freedom of expression and enforceability are still
pending.

Close cooperation between Governments, technology companies and
parents will be necessary for effective implementation.

Relevance for India:

Ensuring the safety of children online becomes a critical policy concern in
a country with one of the largest youth populations of internet users in the
world, like India.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 protects the privacy of
personal data of children and imposes obligations on digital platforms.
France's strategy could have an impact on future conversations in India
relating to age verification, responsible platform governance, and digital
well-being.

Way Forward:

Encourage digital literacy and responsible internet use, including with
young people.

Ensure stronger awareness development of parents and digital education
programmes in schools.

Move companies to create kid-friendly, privacy-protecting platforms.
Implement effective age verification measures which respect privacy rights
while safeguarding the interests and welfare of children.
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¢ Promote global standards for child safety on the internet by working with
other countries.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Child cuddling is now being replaced by mobile phones. Discuss its impact on
the socialization of children. (2023)
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2.15 Lancet Study on Antibiotic Use in India
Syllabus: Health [GS 2]

Context:

A new study published in The Lancet Public Health has drawn attention to
antibiotic prescribing practices in India, revealing that first-line ‘Access’
antibiotics are underused and that broad-spectrum ‘Watch’ antibiotics are
overused.

Key highlights:

e The study introduces a framework to estimate the optimal antibiotic
demand for countries, depending on infection burden and resistance
patterns, for the first time in the world.

e It reviewed antibiotic consumption in 186 countries, which accounts for
almost the entire world population.

e The results show that Indian antibiotic use needs to be better aligned to the
WHO AWaRe Classification system (Access, Watch and Reserve).

WHO AWaRe Classification of Antibiotics:

e Access Antibiotics
o These are the initial antibiotics that are prescribed for common
bacterial infections.
o They work, are cost-effective and have a relatively low risk of
fostering antimicrobial resistance.
e Watch Antibiotics
o These are 'broad-spectrum' antibiotics which should only be used for
certain infections where standard antibiotics will not be effective.
o Using antibiotics too frequently can speed up the development of
bacteria that are resistant to the drugs.
e Reserve Antibiotics
o These are medicines that can be used only for multidrug-resistant
infections that are most serious.
o They must be used with great caution to maintain their
effectiveness.

Key Findings related to India:

e The current consumption of antibiotics in India is estimated at 18.3
Defined Daily Doses (DID) daily per 1,000 people, while the optimal is
14.7 DID daily per 1,000 people.

o It was revealed in the study that the use of Watch antibiotics is high,
whereas Access antibiotics are under-used.

e Currently, India only uses 27% of the estimated 52% of antibiotic use
categorized as Access.

e India has a rising burden of multi-drug resistant infections, which is not
matched by the use of reserved antibiotics.

o The study suggests that unnecessary exposure to Watch antibiotics may
further accelerate antimicrobial resistance.
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Why Antimicrobial Resistance is a major concern?

e Antimicrobial resistance develops when bacteria become resistant to
antimicrobial medicines, which were once effective against them.

e Treatment failure, prolonged illness, increased health care costs and
mortality are associated with AMR.

e Unnecessary and inappropriate use of antibiotics in humans, animals and
food production systems speeds up the development of resistance.

e WHO calls AMR one of the greatest public health threats in the world.

Government Initiatives:

e National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-AMR).

e Under the umbrella of the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC),
the National Programme on AMR Containment was established.

e ICMR Surveillance network for monitoring resistant pathogens.

e Encouragement of Antimicrobial Stewardship Programmes (AMSP) in
health care institutions.

Way Forward:

e Improve antimicrobial stewardship in both public and private health care
institutions.

e Encourage culture-based diagnosis before prescribing an antibiotic, if
possible.

e Promote and facilitate rational use of medicines in line with the WHO
AWaRe strategy.

e Increase education about self-medication and misuse of antibiotics in the
community.

e Improve surveillance, research and One Health collaboration between
human and animal and environmental health.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ:
Q. Which of the following are the reasons for the occurrence of multi-drug
resistance in microbial pathogens in India? (2019)
1. Genetic predisposition of some people
2. Taking incorrect doses of antibiotics to cure diseases
3. Using antibiotics in livestock farming
4. Multiple chronic diseases in some people
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(@ land?2
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1,3and 4
(d)2,3and 4

Ans: (b)
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2.16 Israel’s New Gaza Barrier
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

Context:

Israel is building an immense earthen wall that will further separate Gaza into
Israeli military-controlled sections and Palestinian-populated areas.

Key Highlights:

Israel says it is a security requirement, but many international observers
see it as a move towards eventual territorial separation, Palestinian
displacement and annexation.

e The development has great implications for international law, regional
stability and the future of the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Israeli satellite photos show that Israel has already built almost 23 km of
earthen barriers in the Gaza Strip.

The barrier reinforces the "Yellow Line," which is used to isolate more
than half of the Gaza Strip from the rest of the civilian population.

The project is coinciding with the Israel-Hamas war and the international
community's concern for the humanitarian situation in Israel's Gaza Strip.

Why is Israel construction the barrier?

e Security: Israel says buffer zones reduce threats, improve surveillance, and
strengthen border security.

e Strategic: The barriers divide Gaza, restrict refugee return, and expand
Israel's military control and blockade.

What are Earthen Berms?

e Earthen berms are military defence earthen embankments.

e They are inexpensive, rapidly constructed and provide effective protection
against enemy fire.

e They are used by modern armies to monitor, control and secure conflict
areas.

Historical Background:

e The Gaza perimeter fence was constructed after the Oslo Accords (1994).

e Israel has built a barrier to protect itself on much of the West Bank since
2002.

e Later anti-tunnel barriers were installed underground along the border of
Gaza to detect militants' infiltration.

e The defensive earthworks are applied in same areas as in Western Sahara,
Korean Demilitarised Zone (DMZ), and Bar Lev Line along the Suez
Canal.

Impact on Palestine:

e Territorial Fragmentation
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o The barrier fragmenting Gaza has decreased territorial continuity.
o It undermines the chances of the geographical unification of
Palestine.
e Humanitarian Consequences
o Thousands of displaced Palestinians may be unable to return to their
homes.
o Agricultural land, transportation corridors and urban areas are
further disconnected.
o There is a possibility of further restrictions on the movement of
persons, goods and humanitarian assistance.
e Political Implications
o The obstacles could turn military occupation into a reality.
o The project has raised concerns about potential for permanent
occupation or gradual annexation, as many analysts view it this way.

International Legal Perspective:

e Article 47 and Article 53 of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibit an
occupying power from making permanent changes to occupied territory
except under absolute military necessity.

e The UN recognizes Gaza as part of a future Palestinian state.

e The EU, Egypt, Jordan, and the Arab League oppose permanent buffer
zones or any reduction of Gaza's territory.

e International observers say unilateral territorial changes undermine the
two-state solution.

Significance for International Relations:
e The development comes in the wake of the increasing use of physical
‘infrastructure' as a tool of geopolitical control.
e Itis a sign of the growing militarisation of border controls in conflict
areas.
e The issue remains relevant for regional diplomacy and international
humanitarian law discussions and negotiations.

Way Forward:

e Seek a negotiated ceasefire and humanitarian access for civilians.

e Maintain International Humanitarian Law and Geneva Conventions.

e Contribute to diplomatic initiatives for a sustainable, two-state solution
based on internationally accepted principles.

e Facilitate reconstruction, rehabilitation and safe return of displaced
civilians.

o Ensure robust multilateral efforts via the United Nations and regional
actors to avoid further territorial division.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. “India’s relations with Israel have, of late, acquired a depth and diversity, which
cannot be rolled back.” Discuss (2018)
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2.17 US Tariff Threat on Generic Medicines
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

After two years and 200% after that, imported generic medicines may be facing
100% tariffs, according to U.S. President Donald Trump.

Key Highlights:

e The proposal seeks to incentivize pharmaceutical manufacturers to invest
in the U.S. to build manufacturing facilities as part of the broader
“reshoring” initiative.

e While it was announced in the past and not followed, the proposal has
brought renewed concern for the Indian Pharmaceutical industry.

Why is the Announcement Significant?

e The United States is the largest export market for pharmaceuticals in India,
representing almost 40% of India's pharma exports.

e The US is the largest importer of Indian pharmaceuticals, with almost 90%
of exports being generic medicines.

e Indian exports of pharmaceuticals to the US market in 2025 were valued at
approximately USD 9.7 billion, highlighting the importance of the
American market for Indian pharmaceutical manufacturers.

e An import duty on generic drugs would have a profound impact on
exports, employment and investment decisions.

Why is the US Considering Such Tariffs?

e Strengthening Domestic Manufacturing
o The U.S. aims to lessen reliance on overseas drug production.
o The goal is to encourage local manufacturing and supply-chain
resiliency.
e National Security Concerns
o Pharmaceutical products are becoming more and more considered as
strategic goods.
o The U.S. has its goal of decreasing dependence on foreign sources
for critical drugs.
e Investment Attraction
o Experts think the tariff threats are more about getting the
multinationals to invest in manufacturing facilities in the USA than
about imposing high tariffs.

Impact on Indian Pharmaceutical Industry:

e Challenges
o Hurts India's competitiveness in the US market.
o Possible decline in export revenues.
o More expensive to produce if manufacturing moves to the U.S.
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o Competition in the marketplace from the already low-priced generic
drugs.
e Industry Response
o Several Indian pharma companies have already ventured into the US
markets:
= Sun Pharma became the owner of Organon & Co. in one of
the biggest foreign acquisitions by an Indian pharmaceutical
firm.
= Cipla is growing its Massachusetts and New York plants.
= There are companies such as Dr. Reddy's Laboratories, Lupin,
Zydus Lifesciences and Aurobindo Pharma with FDA -
approved manufacturing facilities in the United States.

Why Relocating Generic Drug Manufacturing is Difficult?

e Generic medications have extremely low profit margins.
e Production relies on worldwide supply chains, particularly Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) from mostly India and China.
e Creating a totally domestic US manufacturing system would:
o Require massive investments.
o Increase production costs.
o Increase the cost of medicines for people in the U.S.

Implications for India:

e Economic
o Possible loss of pharmaceutical exports.
o Potential rise in Indian pharmaceutical companies' foreign
investments.
o More focus on diversifying export markets.
e Strategic
o Creates awareness of the importance of enhancing domestic API
production.
o Emphasizes the need for the resilience of the supply chain in the
context of Atmanirbhar Bharat.
o Promotes innovation and research in India to uplift pharmaceutical
value chain.

Way Forward:

e Improve the domestic production of APIs by targeted incentives.
e Expand pharmaceutical exports to markets other than the USA.
e Encourage innovation, biosimilars and specialty drugs.
e Improve India-US trade talks to prevent any protectionist measures.
e Enhance competitiveness by means of research, quality and regulatory
compliance.
Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. How is the Government of India protecting traditional knowledge of medicine
from patenting by pharmaceutical companies? (2019)
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2.18 Ken-Betwa Project under Scrutiny
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The Madhya Pradesh government has requested a probe into the alleged
irregularities in compensation and rehabilitation in the Ken-Betwa Link Project,
which underscores the need for transparency, fairness, and environmental care in
the implementation of major infrastructure projects.

Key Highlights:

e The Ken-Betwa Link Project, India's maiden inter-basin river linking
project, has again been thrust into the spotlight due to allegations of
irregularities in the rehabilitation and compensation process for the
families that are displaced.

e The Madhya Pradesh government has announced an inquiry into
complaints of land acquisition, beneficiary survey and rehabilitation, in
response to objections raised by the members of the Madhya Pradesh
Legislative Assembly.

e The dispute highlights the larger issues of development and social justice
and environmental outcomes.

Why is the project in the News?

e The Madhya Pradesh government has agreed to look into claims of
irregularities in the rehabilitation process, following a discussion in the
State Assembly.

e Some of those families that were displaced have complained that there was
no inclusion of eligible beneficiaries in the lists of compensation and
rehabilitation surveys.

e There are enquiries on the accuracy of land surveys and the process of
Gram Sabha proceedings has been raised.

e The Chief Minister has promised to look into all the complaints made and
the inquiry will be finished within one month.

Ken-Betwa Link Project:

e Ken-Betwa Link Project is the first interlinking of rivers project in India to
be implemented under the National Perspective Plan for interlinking of
rivers.

e The project proposes to transfer water from the Ken River in Madhya
Pradesh to the Betwa River, which flows through Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh. It consists of building the Daudhan Dam, a 221 km long
link canal and multiple irrigation and energy generation facilities.

e The project's estimated cost of ¥44,605 crore is projected to change the
landscape of Bundelkhand, a region plagued by droughts, by enhancing
irrigation facilities, drinking water supply, and power generation.

Objectives of the Project:
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e The project aims to deliver irrigation water to over nine lakh hectares of
crop land and make agriculture more viable.

e It aims to provide drinking water to millions in Bundelkhand.

e The project will also produce hydropower which will help to produce
clean energy.

e It seeks to enhance water supply, stimulate agricultural development, rural
development, and economic development.

What are the major rehabilitation concerns?

e Incomplete identification of affected families

o There have been complaints among many villagers that they were
not included in the first rehabilitation surveys.

o After fresh surveys, the government itself found 638 more eligible
families in Chhatarpur district which raised questions about the
accuracy of the earlier surveys.

e Disputes over compensation

o Residents have complained that their lands, homes, trees and other
assets have not always been compensated for their losses.

o There have also been claims that those who were not eligible for the
payments were paid, and those who were eligible but not paid were
not.

e Questions over Gram Sabha proceedings

o There have been complaints that Gram Sabha gatherings were not
held properly before land acquisition.

o Opposition leaders have raised eyebrows on the validity of some of
the proceedings, especially in villages where elected members were
allegedly not present.

e Construction before complete rehabilitation

o Local communities say that the rehabilitation process has not been
completed but construction work has gone on very fast.

o They draw attention to the need to ensure environmental
rehabilitation before the commissioning of projects in the context of
the conditions of environmental clearance.

Legal & Policy Framework:

e The rehabilitation process is impacted by the aim of the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (LARR) Act, 2013, which aims for the protection of the
rights of affected families.

e The Act provides for:

o Compensation — based on market value.

o The benefits of rehabilitation and resettlement for displaced
families.

o Social Impact Assessment before land acquisition.

o More transparency and involvement of the public.

e The project should also abide by the conditions of environmental clearance
stipulating that the project should be properly rehabilitated and protected
before implementation.

Why is this issue important?
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Ken-Betwa Link Project is an ambitious water resource project in India.
When properly executed, it can contribute to the enhancement of water
security, agricultural production and regional development.

But the project also shows that the development of infrastructure cannot be
considered solely from an engineering perspective. However, success of
such projects is dependent on an equal partnership in the areas of fair
rehabilitation, transparent governance, public involvement and
environmental protection.

The current debate underlines the need for the rights and livelihoods of
local communities to be balanced against economic growth for sustainable
development.

Way Forward:

The government must conduct an independent and transparent
investigation of any rehabilitation-related complaints.

Fair compensation and rehabilitation of every affected family in the
process of displacement.

Gram Sabha consultation should be done in a participatory and transparent
way.

The environmental clearance conditions should be monitored continuously
to ensure compliance.

Social, environmental and economic goals should be built into the
planning process of future infrastructure projects.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. The interlinking of rivers can provide viable solutions to the multi-
dimensional inter-related problems of droughts, floods, and interrupted
navigation. Critically examine. (2020)
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2.19 Plastics Money: Why RBI is Ready to Test Polymer Banknotes
Syllabus: Indian Economy [GS 3]

Context:

Replacing traditional paper currency with plastic (polymer) banknotes offers
significant economic and operational advantages. Key advantages are increased
lifespan, higher security level against counterfeiting and better hygiene. More than
60 countries including UK, Canada and Australia have adopted polymer notes and
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is also looking forward to trials for high frequency
low denomination notes of 10 and X20.

Economic & Financial Implications:

Reduced Long-Term Replacement Costs

e Longer Lasting: polymer notes will last for 2.5 to 4 times longer than
traditional cotton-linen paper notes. The lower denominations, where there
is more hand-to-hand rotation, last longer on paper, but are more durable
as polymer.

e Reduce Printing Costs: Expenditure on security printing in India is in the
thousands of crores per year (FY 2025-26 %4,875.2 crore). Polymer
substrates are 30—-60% more expensive to print but the lower printing
frequency reduces the cost of managing and destroying the currency in the
long term.

Strengthening Macroeconomic Security

e Advanced Anti-Counterfeiting: Polymer substrates can be used to
incorporate all kinds of technologies that are used to make a product
difficult to counterfeit, such as transparent see-through windows, micro-
optic holograms, and color-shifting inks.

e Deterrence against Fake Currency: Studies in countries such as Canada
show that using polymer substrates can effectively reduce the counterfeit
rate by more than 90%, that is, provide protection to the financial stability.

Social, Health & Environmental Dimensions:

Hygiene and Public Health

e Non-Porous Surface: Cotton-Paper Notes Absorb Moisture, Sweat and
Oils, become a vector of harmful microorganisms and bacteria.

e Anti-Dirt: The smooth polymer surface remains resilient against grime,
dust and wetness, providing a more hygienic and clean money circulation
and reducing public health hazards.

Climate Adaptation and Sustainability

e Weather Resistance: India’s humid and heavy monsoon climates degrade
paper notes quickly. Polymer is waterproof, and resistant to high
temperatures and humidity, and will not lose structure.

e Lifecycle Footprint: Lifecycle cost of polymer production is higher, but
cycles of production shortened over time. Old notes can be recycled into
polymer pellets for consumer products.

Technical Architecture & Security Edge:
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Substrate Composition

Material base: Plastic notes are made from a special type of polymer
material called Biaxially Oriented Polypropylene (BOPP) which is non-
porous and extremely sturdy.

Resistance to Tearing and accidental damage from a washing machine, and
resistance to folding and tearing, leads to no early currency mutilation.

Specialized Security Integration

Optically Variable Devices: Polymer enables the complex diffractive
optical elements to be built in the transparent window itself.

Metameric Inks: High quality chemical-based inks that are in effect, not
changeable when scanned digitally or copied in colour.

Tactile Features: Raised polymer dots and embossments can last a lot
longer than paper indentations and are a very good and lasting aid to
citizens who cannot see.

Implementation Challenges & Way Forward:

Transition Hurdles: ATMs, cash-sorting equipment, and vending machines
require expensive hardware recalibration to process polymer substrates.
Phased Strategy: Rolling out the lower denomination bills gradually is a
way for the central bank to assess how well it is working locally before
making the decision to pursue a national implementation.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. Discuss the significance of introducing polymer banknotes in India. Examine
their potential impact on currency management, counterfeiting, cost efficiency,
and environmental sustainability.
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2.20 India’s 8" Trade Policy Review at WTO
Syllabus: Economy [GS 2]

Context:

India's 8th Trade Policy Review (TPR) at WTO (Geneva), was held on 21st and
23rd July 2026 for the period of 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2025. Justice
Rajesh Agarwal, Commerce Secretary, led the review, which emphasized on
India's excellent export performance and key reforms in the domestic market, as
well as its robust commitment to a rules-based multi-lateral trading system.

Introduction to the Trade Policy Review Mechanism (TPRM):

Mandate: Established under Annex 3 of the Marrakesh Agreement, the
TPRM is a transparency tool designed to periodically evaluate individual
member countries' trade policies and practices.

Frequency: In big economies such as India, reviews are conducted every 5
years. The 8th review will be in effect from 1 January 2021 until 31
December 2025.

Core Documents: The evaluation relies on a policy statement submitted by
the Government of India and an independent assessment report compiled
by the WTO Secretariat.

Key Highlights of India’s Performance (2021-2025):

Export Growth: Both combined merchandise and services exports reached
new heights with US$863.1 billion in 2025-26, compared to US$676.5
billion in 2021-22.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Appreciation of progress on Digital
Unified Payments Interface (UPI), Digital systems of trade facilitation and
others that have contributed to speeding up internal trade and ease of doing
business across borders.

Domestic Reforms: Structural reforms like reduction of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) was highlighted, continuity on the path of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' and ‘Viksit Bharat' was maintained.

Multilateral Engagement: Global members applauded India's formal
acceptance of the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies as well as its
leadership in the region in formulating trade agreements.

Critical Issues & Global Inquiries Raised by Members:

Trade Barriers & Measures: More than 40 WTO members put forward
over 900 questions on Quality Control Orders (QCOs), tariff
rationalisation and specific trade remedy decisions by India.

Inclusivity & Growth: A wide range of interest was shown on the
integration of micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMESs) into global
value chains and economic participation of women.

Global challenge: Non-tariff barriers and country protectionism remain as
threats to the 2047 export goals, as macroeconomic growth is still healthy
(~8%).
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Core Structural Reforms Highlighted:

Tax Rationalization: ongoing rationalisation and enhancement of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and
technology-enabled trade facilitation measures to reduce transaction costs.
FDI & FTAs: A more liberal Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) regime
coupled with an expanding network of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).

Global Engagement & Scrutiny:

Member Inquiries: There were more than 900 questions received from
about 65 members of the WTO, with a very high number related to MSME
support, women's economic participation and digitization.

Multilateral Commitment: India has reiterated its commitment towards an
open, fair and non-discriminatory multilateralism and the need for South-
South cooperation.

Source: DD News

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. Discuss the role of the WTQO's Trade Policy Review (TPR) mechanism in
strengthening transparency and the rules-based multilateral trading system. How
can India leverage the TPR process to enhance its global trade competitiveness?
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2.21 Regulatory Framework Virtual Digital Assets (VDAs) in India

Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

India has not yet introduced a single law to regulate Virtual Digital Assets
(VDASs), with the tax regulations, AML laws and regulatory advisories being the
primary sources of regulation. The information, codes, numbers or tokens
produced by a cryptographic process is included in the definition of VDAs under
Section 2(47A) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

Background & Need for a Framework:

The lack of a comprehensive law brings about regulatory uncertainty. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has issued a warning that unregulated VDASs can pose a risk
to monetary stability, affect the transmission of monetary policy and intensify the
challenges in managing the capital account. Money laundering, terror financing,
cyber fraud and tax evasion are other risks that are enhanced by the anonymous
nature of blockchain transactions. Moreover, retail investors are unable to be
protected from financial loss in the event of price volatility or aggressive marketing
due to a lack of suitable grievance redressal and consumer protection.

Existing Regulatory Landscape:

India has taken a piecemeal regulatory stance instead of a specific
legislation. The Finance Act, 2022 taxes income from VDA transfers at
30%, and will not provide any deductions or loss set-offs. A 1% Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS) is deducted from VDA transactions to better
track the transaction.

The government has also incorporated the activities related to VDA under
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002. Virtual asset
service providers have to register with Financial Intelligence Unit — India
(FIU-IND) and report any suspicious transactions. In addition, the
Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) requires virtual asset
advertisements to carry standard risk disclaimers to protect consumers.

Global Best Practices:

Experience from around the world shows that blanket bans are not needed;
coordinated regulation is important. The global co-ordinated regulatory
framework was recommended in the joint IMF-FSB synthesis paper during
India's Presidency at the G20 summit.

The European Union's Markets in Crypto-Assets (MiCA) regulation offers
a complete framework for licensing, consumer protection, issuer liability
and stablecoins. The Travel Rule was introduced by the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) which stipulates that crypto exchanges must provide
details of the transacting parties (sender and receiver). VDAs are generally
regulated by the United States through the existing agencies: Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC) and Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (CFTC).
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Way Forward:

e The Indian government should consider introducing a comprehensive
Virtual Digital Assets (VDA) Bill to establish the legal framework,
ownership rights, and regulatory limits of VDAs. As far as regulation is
concerned, SEBI could assist the RBI in ensuring financial and monetary
stability, while RBI could assist SEBI in ensuring the regulation of the
market and investor protection.

e All domestic and offshore exchanges in India should have uniform and
strong Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines. The Transparency and
Improvements of Transactions of Products of Money Laundering (FATF
Travel Rule) should be implemented to enhance the provisions of anti-
money launderings and enhance transparency of transactions.

e The existing tax regime should be reviewed to limit compliance
obligations and deter offshore migration, especially 1% TDS, and loss set-
offs should not be limited. Concurrently, regulatory sandboxes need to be
augmented to promote blockchain innovation and also integration with
India's Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) program.

Conclusion:

India needs a balanced regulatory policy that will ensure the financial stability,
consumer protection, and elimination of any financial misconducts, while
simultaneously fostering investment in blockchain innovation. The integration of
domestic regulations with the international standards will decrease regulatory
arbitrage, improve cross-border cooperation and help the digital asset ecosystem
to grow responsibly.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Q. Examine the need for a balanced regulatory framework for Virtual Digital
Assets (VDAS) in India. How can India promote innovation while safeguarding
financial stability and consumer interests?
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2.22 FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026
Syllabus: Governance [GS 2]

Context:

The Government of India has released an important clarification to alleviate
concerns regarding the Designated Authority provisions in the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026. The provisions are related to the
provisional vesting and management of foreign-funded assets, future application
of the law and the maintenance of religious character for places of worship.

Context & Background of FCRA, 2010:

Evolution of the law: Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act was
introduced in 1976 and revised in 2010, which is enforced by the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) to protect national security, sovereignty and
public order from unchecked inflow of external funds.

Need for 2026 Amendment: Existing legal gaps left ambiguity regarding
how physical assets and unutilized balances created via foreign donations
should be handled when an organization's registration expires, gets
cancelled, or is voluntarily surrendered.

Role & Scope of the Designated Authority:

Provisional Vesting of Assets: The Bill introduces a Designated Authority
to take provisional charge of any funds and assets generated through
foreign contributions after the registration of an entity is legally terminated
or expired.

Restoration of Ownership: If the organization that has been affected is able
to renew or obtain a new registration certificate in the specified period, all
unutilized assets and funds are returned to the organization.

Protection of Religious Spaces: The government stated that if any vested
asset is deemed to be religious, then the government has to preserve and
maintain its religious character in accordance with the law.

Civil Powers and Appeals: Designated Authority has powers similar to
those of a Civil Court for discovery and enforcement of documents. It can
be changed and appealed to the court of the District Judge.

The FCRA Amendment Rules 2026-Parallel Upgrades:

While the Bill deals with asset custody, the MHA's companion FCRA Rules,
2026 have already changed immediate operational requirements for NGOs:

Purpose & State-Specific Registration: No longer possible to register
under generic, broad categories. They have to choose specific activities
from a notified schedule and define specific States/UTs of operations. An
existing NGO must register within one year to make sure that the
registration is aligned.

The 10 Lakh Threshold: An NGO must demonstrate the utilization of at
least 10 lakh of foreign funds in the last two financial years to qualify for
renewal.
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e Stricter Funding Tranches: Project Based approvals will be allowed by the
Centre only after the NGO demonstrates that 75% of the funding received
in the previous Tranche is utilized.

e Ultimate Donor Disclosures: Annual returns now mandate project-wise,
activity-wise reporting alongside disclosures of the organisation's website,
social media handles, and the ultimate foreign donor, effectively bypassing
multi-layered routing or intermediary channels.

Key Government Clarifications & Assurances:

e No Retrospective Application: Assurances were provided to faith-based
and charitable networks that the statutory provisions would only impact to
the extent of future applications.

e Limited Scope of Control: State cannot take over the entire asset pool of
an organization, and only has a limited scope of control over assets that
can be traced back to foreign contributions.

e Due Process Window: Organizations subject to administrative asset actions
have legal recourse and appeal deadlines.

Source: The Hindu

UPSC Practice Question:
Q. Regarding the FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026, consider these statements:
1. The Designated Authority takes custody of an NGO's assets if its
registration lapses.
2. If a vested asset is a place of worship, its religious character must be
preserved.
3. These new asset-vesting rules apply retrospectively to all cases since 2010.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2and3

Answer: A) 1 and 2 only
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2.23 Fast-Track Courts to deal with Paper Leak Cases
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

In the wake of rising complaints of paper leaks in the examination process, PM
Narendra Modi has called for setting up fast-track courts (FTCs) for handling such

Ccascs.

Key Highlights:

The proposal aims to get the offenders punished promptly and regain
public confidence in the examination system.

It also poses significant concerns about the effectiveness of the fast-track
courts, judicial capacity and constitutional protection.

What are Fast-Track Courts?

Special courts established to hear specific types of cases in a shorter period
than traditional courts are called fast-track courts.

They are established to cut down on the time it takes the court to
adjudicate issues and to give speedy justice to vulnerable people and to
those who commit serious crimes.

There is no uniformity in the laws relating to fast-track courts in India.
They are, however, set up through government measures, court rulings,
and recommendations by expert groups.

The 14th Finance Commission (2015-2020) had proposed the
establishment of 1,800 fast-track courts to address the pending civil cases
and heinous crimes.

The Union Government introduced a Centrally Sponsored Scheme for Fast
Track Special Courts (FTSCs) to exclusively address rape cases and
offences under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012, in 2019 from funds provided under Nirbhaya Fund.

Can Fast-Track Courts be created for Specific Cases?

The creation of special courts should meet the constitutional requirement
of equality before the law (Art 14) of the Constitution.

In State of West Bengal v. Anwar Ali Sarkar (1952), the Supreme Court
ruled that merely ensuring a speedy trial cannot justify arbitrary
classification of cases for special courts.

The Court ruled that the cases to be fast-tracked have to be objectively and
reasonably categorized, for example, based on the seriousness of the
offence or the vulnerability of the victim.

However, in unusual public interest cases like the Satyam accounting scam
and 2G spectrum allocation case, the courts have also approved special
courts to conduct trials in a hasty manner.

Performance of Fast-Track Courts:
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As of January 2026, there were 862 Fast-Track Courts in operation in 21
States and UTs in India.

Further, 774 Fast-Track Special Courts (including 398 exclusive POCSO
courts) were functioning in 29 States and Union Territories.

FTSCs took 88,902 new cases and disposed of 85,595 cases in 2024, with
a disposal rate of nearly 96 per cent.

The average case disposal rate in FTSC is around 9.5 cases per month, as
compared to the regular trial court rate of disposal of cases, which is 3.3
cases per month on average.

Though the disposal rate has been enhanced, there were still over 2.4 lakh
pending cases due to the continuous flow of new cases.

Major Challenges:

There remain inadequate judicial, prosecutorial, court staff and
infrastructure at fast-track courts.

Police investigations, forensic examinations and the availability of
witnesses are often slow.

Unrealistic deadlines are not possible in complex criminal trials due to the
need to examine evidence in detail.

The creation of special courts is not a solution to the overall problem of
judicial vacancies and increasing case load.

In P. Ramachandra Rao v. State of Karnataka (2002), Supreme Court ruled
that a criminal trial cannot be prematurely adjourned just because the time
limit as prescribed is over because the end of speed must not be at the cost
of justice.

Significance of Fast-Track Courts:

Fast-track courts help in accessing timely justice in sensitive and high-
priority cases.

They enhance public confidence in the criminal justice system and
minimize delays.

When the crime is swiftly disposed of, the risk of serious crimes,
particularly women and child abuse, is reduced.

The dedicated courts are meant to ease the burden on the regular courts
and increase judicial efficiency.

In cases of paper leaks, the speed of the trials can improve the credibility
of public trials and extend accountability.

Way Ahead:

Fill judicial vacancies and strengthen fast-track court infrastructure.
Improve investigations, evidence collection, and case management.
Enhance exam security, enforce stricter anti-cheating laws, and ensure
institutional accountability.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Discuss the desirability of greater representation to women in the higher
judiciary to ensure diversity, equity and inclusiveness. (2021)
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2.24 Right to Legal Aid & Fair Trial: SC on Samleti Bus Blast Case
Syllabus: Polity [GS 2]

Context:

In an important verdict, the Supreme Court has given a retrial to one accused in
the Samleti Bus Blast of 1996 while acquitting another accused on lack of
evidence.

Key Highlights:

e Samleti Bus Blast was in May 1996 in Dausa district, Rajasthan.

e Fourteen persons were killed and 37 others injured in an explosion that
occurred in a bus of the Rajasthan Roadways (RRW) travelling from Agra
to Bikaner.

e Several persons were prosecuted under anti-terror laws, leading to
convictions and death sentences.

Key Observations of the SC:

e Right to Legal Representation is a Fundamental Right

o The Supreme Court said that the right to legal representation is part
of a fair criminal trial.

o The Court noted that legal aid is not just a formality but a
substantive constitutional protection.

o It said that the principle of natural justice was violated when an
accused had to defend himself in a case where the death penalty was
to be imposed.

o The judgment upholds the right to life and personal liberty
guaranteed by Article 21 which also includes the right to a fair trial.

e Fresh Trial Instead of Acquittal

o The Court concluded that Abdul Hameed was not given sufficient
legal assistance during his trial.

o The Court did not find him guilty due to the procedural defects in
the case, but did require a new trial.

o It noted that the gravity of the offence and the public interest
demanded the continuation of the prosecution to ensure that it was
done in a manner that complied with the Constitution.

o A Special Court has been instructed to finalise the trial within one
year, if possible.

e Retracted Confession Cannot Solely Secure Conviction

o Another accused, Pappu alias Salim, was acquitted by the Supreme
Court whose conviction largely depended on confessional
statements.

o The Court stated that the confession was recorded several times over
several years before being withdrawn.

o It believed that a recanted statement is weak evidence, and could not
be the only evidence for conviction.

o Confessions such as these must be supported by corroborative
evidence, which is strong and independent.

e Discovery of Facts Must Have Evidentiary Value
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o The Court also made clear the law regarding disclosure statements
given during Police custody.

o It did not want to find out merely the location, such as a hotel or a
bus stand.

o The two rules for admissibility of the disclosure statement are that it
must produce the discovery of new and relevant evidence of the
crime, and that it must be new.

Constitutional & Legal Significance:

e Article 21
o Ensures the right to life and personal liberty.
o It has been interpreted by the Supreme Court to mean a fair trial.
e Article 22
o Gives a person arrested the right of consultation and defence by a
legal practitioner.
e Article 39A
o The State is to set up a free legal aid service for providing equal
justice to all citizens.
e Legal Aid Framework
o Free legal aid for the economically weaker sections is
institutionalised under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.
o The ruling underscores the need for proper legal representation in
criminal cases.

Implications of the Judgement:

e The decision provides greater protection for procedure in the criminal
justice system.

e It restates that convictions must not be based on dubious confessions.

e The judgment will indeed motivate investigative bodies to use scientific
and independent evidence rather than custodial confessions.

e It strengthens the judiciary's dedication to safeguarding national security
while at the same time honoring the Constitution.

e The ruling will likely have ramifications for future terror-related and
serious crime proceedings where there are procedural flaws.

Way Ahead:

e Strengthen legal aid, forensic investigations, and constitutional safeguards.
e Improve judicial training, enforce criminal laws effectively, and implement
police reforms to reduce wrongtful convictions.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Who are entitled to receive free legal aid? Assess the role of the National
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) in rendering free legal aid in India (2023)
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Context:

2.25 US-Saudi Nuclear Agreement
Syllabus: IR [GS 2]

For the first time in West Asian geopolitics, the USA and Saudi Arabia have signed
a 30-year agreement for civilian nuclear cooperation.

Key Highlights:

The deal should ease the path for Saudi Arabia to develop a civilian

nuclear energy programme using American technology.

e Both countries refer to it as a 'peaceful energy cooperation', but experts
have voiced concerns about nuclear proliferation, regional security and a
new arms race in the region of West Asia.

The agreement provides a legal basis for long-term U.S.-Saudi cooperation

in civilian nuclear energy.

It 1s meant to help the transfer of American nuclear technology and

experience and their equipment and investment for peaceful uses.
e The collaboration is anticipated to help Saudi Arabia's initiative to
diversify its energy use and lessen its reliance on oil to produce electricity.

In addition to the cooperation agreement, both countries have also entered

into a bilateral safeguards agreement, which is for the supervision of the
use of nuclear technology.

Why is the Deal Significant?

e Enhancing Saudi Arabia's Energy Security

O

Saudi Arabia is looking to diversify its economy through the
adoption of renewable energy within Vision 2030.

Civilian nuclear power can help to cut domestic oil usage and
release more oil for export.

The pact gives access to high-level American nuclear technology
and know-how.

e Increasing U.S. strategic interests

O

The deal deepens America's traditional strategic ties with Saudi
Arabia.

It assists in retaining U.S. presence in West Asia amidst growing
Chinese and Russian involvement in the region.

Saudi Arabia's nuclear industry promises to deliver major
commercial sales for American companies.

Major Concerns Surrounding the Agreement:

e Risk of Nuclear Proliferation

@)

Saudi Arabia's ability to enrich uranium for civilian use might be
permitted, reports say.

Even in the event of the safeguards failing, uranium enrichment
technology can be used to make weapons-grade uranium.
However, experts are concerned that inadequate monitoring may
lead to a rise in the proliferation risk.
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e Regional Arms Race

o The agreement has the potential to escalate strategic rivalry in the
region of West Asia.

o If Saudi Arabia starts advancing its nuclear programme, Iran might
hasten its own nuclear development.

o Israel, which is believed to have its own nuclear weapons, has in the
past been concerned about Saudi Arabia's uranium enrichment
program.

e Concerns over Safeguards

o The full text of the agreement has yet to be released.

o There are concerns about the effectiveness of the inspection
processes and adherence to international nuclear non-proliferation
standards.

o The programme will stay purely civilian or progress to military
operations depending on the effectiveness of the safeguards.

What is a 123 Agreement?

e The agreement is pursuant to Section 123 of the U.S. Atomic Energy Act
of 1954.
e A 123 Agreement:
o Establishes the conditions for cooperation, other than military, in the
civilian use of nuclear power between the United States and another

nation.

o Allows the transfer of nuclear materials, technology and equipment
for peaceful purposes.

o Needs protection measures to prevent transference of technology for
military purposes.

o Will need approval from the US Congress before implementation.
e In 2008, India and the US signed an India—US 123 Agreement that paved
the way for civilian nuclear cooperation and India's unique status.

Implications for India:

e Strategic Implications
o The government will closely watch the evolving geopolitical
scenario in West Asia, an energy security-sensitive region for India.
o Nuclear instability in the area or nuclear competition may impact
India's strategic affairs.
e Energy Security
o Any escalation of regional tensions could lead to disruption in
global oil supply and raise energy prices.
o Gulf countries continue to be vital to India's energy imports.
e Economic Interests
o Saudi Arabia and the Gulf region also have strong trade, investment
and diaspora ties with India.
o Trade routes and economic cooperation might be disrupted due to
regional instability.

Way Forward:

e The accord must continue to meet the requirements of International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards.
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e Nuclear technology must be applied for peaceful purposes: this is
guaranteed by strong verification mechanisms.

e Improvement in the dialogue level should be enhanced at the regional level
to avoid a nuclear arms race in West Asia.

e Normal diplomatic channels should be maintained for further
reinforcement of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime, while at the
same time responding to legitimate concerns of energy security.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:

Q. The question of India’s Energy Security constitutes the most important part of
India’s economic progress. Analyse India’s energy policy cooperation with West
Asian countries. (2017)
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2.26 India Calls for Zero Tolerance against Terrorism at ASEAN
Syllabus: Security [GS 3]

Context:

External Affairs Minister of India reiterated India's policy of zero tolerance against
terrorism and raised issues related to maritime security, Indo-Pacific stability, the
governance of artificial intelligence, and regional cooperation in this context at the
33rd ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Ministerial Meeting held in Manila.

Key Highlights:

e Minister of State for External Affairs spoke at the 33rd ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) Ministerial Meeting in Manila, Philippines.

e India made the remarks a day after a terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir
in which an Indian police officer lost his life while on Amarnath Yatra
duty.

e India emphasized through the platform its resolve against terrorism,
maritime security, stability in the region and multilateral cooperation.

India’s Strong Stand against Terrorism:

e Zero Tolerance Policy

o India repeated its statement that terrorism continues to be one of the
most serious threats to international peace and security.

o India said that there can be no tolerance of terrorism and
"consequences should inevitably be met for the act of terrorism".

o The declaration reiterates India's firm stance on the world stage that
there is no justification for terrorism in any form.

o India calls for building greater partnerships at the international level
to counter terror financing, safe havens and trans-border terrorism.

Concerns over Maritime Security:

e Protection of Global Sea Lanes
o Attacks on maritime shipping and civilian infrastructure were
strongly condemned by India.
o International waterways have to remain safe, secure and open to
seamless international trade, India emphasized.
o His comments were made in the context of the conflict between the
West and the Middle East countries and war between Russia and
Ukraine.
o India expressed its concern about the safe working conditions of
Indian seafarers on international shipping routes.
e India's Maritime Contributions
o India emphasised the importance of Information Fusion Centre —
Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in improving maritime domain
awareness.
o The nation also emphasized the need to strengthen the Indo-Pacific
Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) programme to combat
Piracy, Trafficking and Narcotics Smuggling (P-TNS).
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o The presence of Indian naval forces in the Indo-Pacific is a
testament to India's resolve to ensure a free, open and secure
maritime region in the Indo Pacific region.

India’s Position on the Indo-Pacific & South China Sea:

e India again expressed its support for a rules-based, free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific.

e India has urged for an effective and legally binding Code of Conduct
(CoC) in the South China Sea.

e India emphasized that the CoC should be fully in line with the Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982 of the UN.

e India remains opposed to unilateral actions that could impact freedom of
navigation and peace and stability in the region.

Disaster Relief & Humanitarian Assistance:

e India called attention to its emerging role as a First Responder in the face
of humanitarian crises.

e The country has recently given relief to affected people after Cyclones,
Earthquakes and other disasters in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Afghanistan,
Jamaica, Venezuela and the Philippines.

e The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) is also being
encouraged in India to advance disaster resilience.

Focus on Artificial Intelligence & Cyber Security:

e India called for a responsible, ethical and human-centric approach towards
Artificial Intelligence.

e India urged international cooperation and jointly addressing new risks to
cyber security.

e India also emphasized the importance of enhancing the international non-
proliferation and disarmament regime.

Bilateral Diplomacy ASEAN Side lines:

e India also conversed in bilateral format with leaders of Oman, the United
Kingdom, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, the European Union, Brunei and Papua
New Guinea and the Netherlands.

e The talks included regional security, Free Trade Agreement between India
and UK, West Asia developments, humanitarian assistance, and
strengthening strategic partnership.

Way Forward:

e Intelligence sharing and counter-terrorism cooperation should be
strengthened between India and its regional partners and should be
continued.

e The negotiation process of a binding Code of Conduct in the South China
Sea, based on UNCLOS, should be speeded up by ASEAN.

e More investment in maritime surveillance and capacity building for the
region will bolster Indo-Pacific security.
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The scope of cooperation in cybersecurity, Al governance and disaster
resilience should be extended even further to an international level.
Continuous engagement with ASEAN would continue to be key in India's
Act East policy and Indo-Pacific Vision.

Conclusion:

India's role in the ASEAN Regional Forum confirmed its resolve in the
fight against terrorism, protection of maritime security and for a rules-
based international order.

The foreign policy agenda of India, including the concepts of regional
stability and multilateral cooperation, strategic engagement in the Indo-
Pacific, was echoed in India's remarks.

With the geopolitical tensions mounting across West Asia, Europe and
Indo-Pacific, India's proactive diplomacy is likely to be given a more
prominent role in influencing the peace and security of the region in the
future.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. What are India’s internal security challenges? Give out the role of Central
Intelligence and Investigative Agencies tasked to counter such threats. (2023)
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2.27 German Products Replaced British Goods during Swadeshi
Syllabus: History [GS 2]
Context:

Following the Partition of Bengal in 1905, the Swadeshi Movement spurred
Indians to boycott British goods, and German products such as synthetic dyes rose
in popularity during Colonial India.

Key Highlights:

e The Partition of Bengal in 1905 gave rise to the Swadeshi Movement, one
of the first organised economic boycott movements against British rule.

e The proponents of the movement advocated a boycott of British goods and
also encouraged the use of locally manufactured goods and imports from
countries other than Britain.

e In this era, the use of "Made in Germany" label became extremely popular
in Indian markets, particularly the textile industry.

Why did German Goods become Popular?

e The movement against British rule was not against foreign trade; rather, it
was against British trade.

e The main goal of the Swadeshi Movement was to make Britain's economy
ineffective in India.

e The nationalist leaders felt that India was not to be self-sufficient but
independent of British imports.

e The countries that were accepted as good trading partners were those that
were not colonial rulers of India, such as Germany, Japan, France and the
United States.

e Sri Aurobindo pointed out that there was no justification for boycotting
countries which were not at fault for India's political subjugation.

Germany’s Technological Advantage:

e Leadership in Synthetic Dyes

o In the early twentieth century, Germany was the world leader in
synthetic dye production.

o Some firms, like BASF, Bayer and Hoechst, grew to become world
leaders in industrial chemistry.

o Tannin extracted from Coffee Berries was also more suitable for use
with German dyes than competing products, in terms of colour
quality, durability or consistency.

o India's textile industry relied upon these sophisticated dyes, as there
were no similar scientific capabilities in local industry.

e Growth of German Trade

o India became one of the German synthetic dyes biggest export
markets.

o German business interests quickly increased in the various big cities
of India.

o Their products were emblems of quality and political opposition to
British economic control.
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Germany’s Informal Economic Influence:

Trade Without Political Rule
o Germany never had a colonial presence in India, like Britain.
o The German companies utilized British-built infrastructure such as
ports, railways, legal and chamber of commerce networks.
o This allowed Germany to spread its economic power without
controlling political power directly.
Informal Colonialism
o Historian Christina Lubinski points out the existence of ‘informal
colonialism' in Germany.
o Germany did not control any territory, but it gained from the
unequal economic relations in the colonial system.
o German firms capitalized on British institutions to consolidate their
business presence in India.

Impact of the First World War:

With the beginning of the First World War in 1914, Germany's situation in
India changed significantly.

The British government declared German companies enemy enterprises.
German nationals were interned, deported, or forced to shut down their
businesses.

Due to the British naval blockade, imports from Germany fell
dramatically.

The war brought a century of commercial cooperation to an end between
German companies and Indian industries.

Why “Made in Germany” Became a Political Symbol?

The term Made in Germany was first used by Britain to differentiate
between German and British imports.

Interestingly, the same term got another meaning during the Swadeshi
Movement when it was used to denote anti-colonial resistance.

By buying German goods, Indians were not only saving on British imports
but were also participating in the boycott movement.

Bal Gangadhar Tilak urged the Indians to trade with Germany to increase
their trade with other non-British industrial states.

Way Forward:

The 'Swadeshi Movement' in India is a reminder of the need to develop
technological self-reliance without abandoning the world market.
Domestic manufacturing can be strengthened with Atmanirbhar Bharat and
Make in India initiatives and thus curtail the excessive reliance on foreign
technologies.

Continuing to diversify trade relations with other countries is still key to
economic resilience.

The investment in scientific research and industrial innovation is essential
with respect to competitiveness over the long term.

History has taught an important lesson: economic power and technological
knowledge are essential components of strategic autonomy.
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Conclusion:

e Made in Germany was not just a business hit in colonial India but also a
political phenomenon as a result of the Swadeshi movement.

¢ German products started to be preferred as alternatives to British products,
for both the technology and the nationalistic aims of reducing British
economic influence.

e The episode is an example of the complex relationships of global trade,
industrial innovation and political opposition in India's battle for
independence.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ:

Q. Consider the following statements: (2023)

Statement-I: 7th August is declared as the National Handloom Day.
Statement-I1: It was in 1905 that the Swadeshi Movement was launched on the
same day.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement-1 and Statement-I1 are correct and Statement-I1 is the correct
explanation for Statement-1.

(b) Both Statement-1 and Statement-I1 are correct and Statement-11 is not the
correct explanation for Statement-1.

(c) Statement-1 is correct but Statement-I1 is incorrect.

(d) Statement-1 is incorrect but Statement-11 is correct.

Ans: (a)
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2.28 Britain Nationalised British Steel Again
Syllabus: Economy [GS 3]

Context:

The United Kingdom has completely taken control of British Steel, which has been
a huge change in industrial policy, after it was privatised almost 40 years ago.

Key Highlights:

The move is being made to keep Britain's final primary steel plant at
Scunthorpe alive as the country faces financial losses, competition from
global rivals and security fears.

Development is the result of the growing significance of government
intervention in strategic industries and lessons for industrial policy
globally.

Background:

British Steel was formed in 1967 as the British Steel Corporation
following a change in the steel industry where 14 of the largest companies
were nationalised by the Labour Government.

The business was privatised in 1988 as part of a programme of economic
liberalisation in the UK.

British Steel subsequently went through several mergers, acquisitions and
restructuring over the next few decades.

The company's business performance remained under pressure because of
these changes, coupled with continued loss of competitiveness and
financial volatility.

The UK government took operational control of its Scunthorpe plant in
2026 and then went on to take full ownership of it.

Why did the UK Nationalised British Steel?

Protecting Strategic National Capability

o The UK's only working blast furnaces which manufacture primary
steel from iron ore, are in Scunthorpe.

o The closure of these blast furnaces would deprive Britain of the
ability to produce primary steel in the country.

o Technically, it is difficult and very costly to reopen blast furnaces
when they have been closed.

o The government deems this capability critical for the country in
terms of national security, defence manufacturing and critical
infrastructure.

Ensuring Industrial Self-Reliance

o Primary steel is still essential in key industries like energy,
shipbuilding, rail and defence.

o Britain would be left vulnerable to disruption in its supply chain in
the event of a geopolitical crisis if it were to be entirely reliant on
imported primary steel.

o The government thus considered the domestic steel industry as one
of the national assets.
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Why has British Steel Struggled for Decades?

High Production Costs

o Industrial electricity costs are much higher for British steel
producers than for many overseas steel producers.

o The increasing cost of energy has decreased profitability and global
competitiveness.

Global Steel Overcapacity

o The OECD Steel Outlook 2026 indicates that there is continued
excess steel production capacity.

o By 2028, there is expected to be 745 million tonnes of excess global
capacity.

o The excess has led to falling steel prices and reduced margins.

Competition from China

o China accounts for over half of the global steel production.

o Surging production in China and sluggish domestic demand have
pushed the nation to sell excess steel at very competitive prices.

o The importation of these cheap goods has made the business of
manufacturing more competitive for manufacturers around the
world.

Lack of Long-Term Industrial Policy

o But Britain's steel sector has been hampered by an inconsistent
policy approach and lack of long-term investment security, experts
say.

o This change of ownership was too frequent to make up for the lack
of a clear industrial policy.

Why Scunthorpe is Strategically Important?

The blast furnace process is the final technology for primary steel
production in the UK and Scunthorpe is the last site with the capacity to do
so with iron ore.

Blast furnaces are not especially reliant on recycled scrap steel, in contrast
to electric arc furnaces.

It is crucial to retain this capacity to ensure Britain remains industrially
resilient and has manufacturing independence.

The plant thus has strategic importance in addition to its economic value.

Growing Global Trend of State Intervention:

The nationalisation is part of a wider international trend towards strategic
industrial policy.

Governments have been motivated to protect key industries by the
COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical tensions, supply chain disruptions, and
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Energy, defence, semiconductors and green technologies are emerging as
new sectors to be supported by several European countries.

Governments have come to regard industrial resilience as a key priority
alongside market efficiency.

Challenges Ahead:
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Structural problems in Britain's steel industry won't be solved by
nationalisation.

Older infrastructure will need to be modernized and the use of low-carbon
steel technologies will be essential, but will be expensive.

The implementation of environmentally friendly steelmaking with electric
arc furnace and green hydrogen will take time, resulting in long-term
investments from both the public and private sectors.

Governments have to strike a balance between jobs and industrial
modernization and climate action.

Way Ahead

Britain needs a holistic long-term industrial policy that is geared towards
competitiveness, energy costs and technological innovation.

Focusing on investments in green steel technologies is vital for meeting
climate targets while maintaining manufacturing possibilities.

Industrial energy savings and/or developing domestic supply chains should
be prioritized.

To achieve sustainable industrial transformation, the government, industry,
research institutions, and workers will have to collaborate.

International trade policies must provide for fair competition, but not
excessive subsidised imports (which would be market distortions).

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ:
Q. Account for the present location of iron and steel industries away from the
source of raw material, by giving examples. (2020)
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2.29 India’s Rice Fields: A Global Methane Hotspot
Syllabus: Science & Tech [GS 3]

Context:

According to a recent study published in Nature Food, India is among the top
emission hotspots with its irrigated rice fields emitting approximately 3.9 million
tonnes of methane each year. This increase highlights the need to address important
issues regarding food security, loss of soil organic carbon, and national climate
change mitigation targets.

Key Findings of the Study:

e Surging Global Emissions: Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from
worldwide paddy fields nearly doubled from the 1960s to roughly 1.1
billion tonnes of CO2-equivalent annually between 2011 and 2020.

e The Scale in India: India's irrigated paddy fields alone release 3.9 million
tonnes of methane yearly—an amount exceeding Germany's total annual
methane output.

e Soil Sink Reversal: More than a third of the world's paddy fields are
becoming carbon sources instead of carbon sinks.

Mechanism of Methane Generation in Paddies:

e Anaerobic Conditions: The old approach of continuous flooding (CF)
deprives the soil of oxygen.

e Microbial Activity: Heavy methane gas is produced in low oxygen, water-
logged environments by methanogenic microbes.

e Input Driven Intensification: Faster than usual microbial reactions and
subsoil emission when nitrogen fertilizers and water inputs are increases.

Multi-Dimensional Implications for India:

Environmental & Climate Impacts

e High Global Warming Potential (GWP): Methane is a short-lived climate
pollutant but traps over 80 times more heat than carbon dioxide (CO2) over
a 20-year timescale.

e Target Jeopardy: As emissions from agriculture increase, India's efforts to
meet domestic climate targets and its position on pathways to green
transition become complicated.

Agricultural & Soil Degradation

e Loss of Soil Health: as the Soil Organic Carbon goes down, so does the
nutrient retention capacity of the soil.

e Climate Vulnerability: Soils become less water-holding capacity thus
increasing the vulnerability of crops to unpredictable monsoons and
droughts.

Socio-Economic Challenges

e Smallholder Vulnerability: More than 80% of the farmers in India are
small and marginal farmers whose immediate livelihood depends on the
quick and forced adoption of new farming methods.
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e The Policy Dilemma: Rice is an essential food and an important export
crop. The challenge of meeting yield objectives, but keeping emissions
under tight limits, is a regulatory concern.

Mitigation Strategies & Way Forward:

e Alternate Wetting and Drying (AWD): Alternate dry periods on fields will
stop the life cycle of methane producing microbes, but will save water.

e Innovative Soil Amendments: Use of part of the amount of acidic soil
neutralizer such as lime, which can be substituted with phosphogypsum,
helps to curb the emission of subsoil.

e Optimized Inputs & Residue Management: Use of precision nitrogen
fertilizer application, direct-seed rice (DSR) and efficient straw
management can reduce footprint profiles substantially.

Source: The Hindu

UPSC Prelims Practice Question:
Q. Consider the following state India's Rice Fields: A Global Methane
Hotspotments regarding Methane (CHa):
1. Methane has a higher global warming potential than carbon dioxide over a
20-year to 100-year timescale.
2. It has a shorter atmospheric lifetime than carbon dioxide.
3. Tropospheric ozone formation is influenced by the presence of methane.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d1,2,and 3

Answer: (d)
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