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 [1.1] India’s Global Superpower Ambitions 
 

[GS Paper 2 - Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and agreements involving India] 
 

Context - In September 2014, in his first meeting with President Barack Obama, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi talked about making the US a principal partner in the 
realization of India’s rise as a responsible, influential world power.  

This was in a way the first time that any Indian prime minister had talked about the 
country’s ambition to grow into a responsible, influential world power. 

 
Status of India at World Politics 

● Not New to World Politics - Since its independence in 1947, India has favored itself to acquire a 
leadership role towards championing the interests of the developing or less developed 
countries. 
 

● Firm Stand against domination of Developed Countries - India has always 
been seen as taking a principled stand against the policy domination of the 
developed world whether in case of the GATT negotiations or the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. 

● India as a protector of the developing world - India’s role as the protector of 
the interests of the developing world during WTO negotiations has been 
significant. 

● Adding a moral dimension to the Developing world - India’s significant 
contribution in all the international fora was that it added a moral dimension to the 
developed world’s monetary vision. However, India in the process, acquired itself 
an image of being a nay-sayer and obstructionist. 
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India’s Smart Shift in Approach 
 

● Playing a Proactive Role - India has outrightly started playing a proactive role in 
finding solutions while standing up for the developing world and upholding its 
strategic autonomy. 

● Paris Climate Agreement - The Paris Climate Summit in 2015 provided the 
first major opportunity for India to highlight its new priorities. It played a pivotal 
role in clinching the climate deal while ensuring that the interests of the 
developing world are not compromised.   

● India during the Covid-19 Pandemic - India’s arrival on the global stage as an 
important player was further augmented by its constructive response during the 
Covid pandemic. Besides undertaking the massive exercise of vaccinating its 
billion-plus citizens, India came to the rescue of more than 90 countries by 
ensuring a timely supply of vaccines through its “Vaccine Maitri” programme. 

● Economic Recovery in Post-Covid World - India’s growing importance is 
conspicuous in many areas. Its post-Covid economic recovery has been 
commendable, with the World Bank even revising its projections for 2022 GDP 
growth from 6.5% to 6.9 %. The IMF estimated it to be at 6.8% while the rest of 
the world was projected to grow at 4.9%.  

 
India in 2023 
 

● Stronger Ties with African Nations - The India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) 
which was started back in 2008 under former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, 
met for the third time in 2015 at New Delhi. The current government is taking a 
special interest in cultivating stronger ties with Africa. 

● India’s role in the Russia-Ukraine Conflict - At the Bali G20 Summit, India 
played a crucial role in ensuring that both Russia and its critics like the US had 
their say on the Russia-Ukraine war in a dignified way without being interrupted. 
On its part, India conveyed to the Russian leadership that it was not a time for 
war. 2023 will bring an opportunity before India to play a role in ending the war. 

● Opportunity to set a new agenda for global public good - As G20 chair, India 
has the opportunity to set a new agenda before the world’s most powerful bloc of 
nations. In the past, it always worked for the judicious sharing of global public 
goods. It is time now to undertake similar efforts for global digital and genetic 
goods. 
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Way Ahead for India in Global Politics 
 

1. India must continue to be the voice of Global South - India must never lose 
sight of the principles it has always pursued in search of achieving its global 
power ambitions. It must continue to act as the voice of the Global South.  

2. More Focus on the Neighbors - India’s diplomatic, strategic and political 
investments in its neighborhood and Asia, Africa and Latin America must 
increase. 

3. Attention towards ASEAN and IOR - With the failure of SAARC and BIMSTEC 
still to achieve full throttle, India must divert more attention towards the ASEAN 
nations and the Indian Ocean Neighborhood (IOR). India’s Act East Policy 
requires more teeth and should be robust enough to cooperate with ASEAN. 

4. India must lead to regulate technologies for humanity’s future - The advent 
of artificial intelligence and genetic manipulation technologies is going to throw 
the world into turmoil. If not regulated globally on time, these technologies are 
going to play havoc with humanity’s future. 

 

Conclusion 
 
India is entering 2023 with all the momentum by its side owing to the leadership of 
multiple international fora including G20 and SCO. It is thus going to provide India with 
an opportunity to fulfill its global superpower ambitions. However, opportunities are 
always coupled with challenges. The most crucial player in quashing India’s ambition is 
China by keeping up the border issues. India needs to find a harmonious balance to 
deal with such challenges.  

[1.2] Policy on Online Gaming in India 
 

[GS Paper 2 - Polity and Governance] 
 

Why in News? 
 
The Ministry of Electronics and IT proposed an amendment to bring online gaming 
under the ambit of the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 
 
Proposals under the Amendment 
 
A number of draft amendments to the IT Act by MeiTY have been placed in the public 
for comments and feedbacks till 17th January, which includes the following: 
 

1. Due diligence - Online gaming intermediaries shall exercise due diligence to 
ensure that online games with gambling, betting are not permitted. 
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2. Withdrawals or refunds - Online gaming intermediaries shall inform users of 
policy for withdrawal or refund of deposit, distribution of winnings, applicable 
fees. 
 

3. Self-Regulatory Organization - SRO will determine what constitutes prohibited 
wagering. 
 

4. Registration - Self-regulatory bodies will be registered with the MeitY. 
 

5. Online games - Self-regulatory bodies may register online games of 
intermediaries that are members and meet prescribed criteria. 

 
6. Complaints’ redressal - Self-regulatory bodies will resolve complaints through a 

grievance redressal mechanism. 
  
What is Online Gaming? 
 
 

 Online gaming can refer to any type of game that someone can play through the 
Internet or over a computer network. 
  

 Most of the time, it refers to video games played over the Internet, where multiple 
players are in different locations across the world. 
 

 Online gaming also can refer to the idea of gambling over the Internet, through 
an online casino or an online poker room. 

  
Types of Online Gaming 
 

1. E-sports - Well-organized electronic sports which include professional players 
ex. Chess 
 

2. Fantasy sports - Choosing real-life sports players and winning points based on 
players’ performance ex. MPL cricket 
 

3. Skill-based - Mental skills ex. Archery 
 

4. Gamble - Based on random activity ex. Playing Cards, Rummy 
  
Reasons behind Boom in Online Gaming Industry in India 
 

 Digital Boom in India 
 Narrowing of the Digital Divide 
 IT Boom 

  
Other Factors – 
 

 Growing younger population 
 Higher disposable income 
 Inexpensive internet data 
 Introduction of new gaming genres, and 
 Increasing number of smartphone and tablet users 
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Prospects of Online Gaming 
 

 State List Subject:  The state legislators are, vide Entry No. 34 of List II (State 
List) of the Seventh Schedule, given exclusive power to make laws relating to 
betting and gambling. 
 

 Distinction in laws: Most Indian states regulate gaming on the basis of a 
distinction in law between ‘games of skill’ and ‘games of chance’. 
 

 Classification of dominant element: As such, a ‘dominant element’ test is 
utilized to determine whether chance or skill is the dominating element in 
determining the result of the game. 
 

 Linked economic activity: Staking money or property on the outcome of a 
‘game of chance’ is prohibited and subjects the guilty parties to criminal 
sanctions. 
 

 ‘Game of Skill’ debate: Placing any stakes on the outcome of a ‘game of skill’ is 
not illegal per se and may be permissible. It is important to note that the Supreme 
Court recognized that no game is purely a ‘game of skill’ and almost all games 
have an element of chance. 

  
Need for Regulating Online Gaming 
 

 No comprehensive regulation:  India currently has no comprehensive 
legislation with regards to the legality of online gaming or boundaries that 
specify applicable tax rates within the betting and gambling industry. 
 

 Ambiguity of the sector: The gaming sector is nascent and is still evolving, and 
many states are bringing about legislation seeking to bring about some order in 
the online gaming sector. 
 

 State list subject: Online gaming in India is allowed in most parts of the country. 
However, different states have their own legislation with regards to whether 
online gaming is permitted. 
 

 Economic advantage: Well-regulated online gaming has its own advantages, 
such as economic growth and employment benefits. 

  
DO YOU KNOW? 
 
The revenue of the Indian mobile gaming industry is expected to exceed USD1.5 billion 
in 2022, and is estimated to reach USD 5 billion in 2025. 
 
India’s percentage of New Paying Users (NPUs) in gaming has been the fastest 
growing in the world for two consecutive years, at 40% in 2020 and reaching 50% in 
2021. 
  
Challenges and Issues 
 

 Gaming addiction: Numerous people are developing an addiction to online 
gaming. This is destroying lives and devastating families. 
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 Compulsive gaming: Gaming by children is affecting their performance in 
schools and impacting their social lives & relationships with family members. Ex. 
PUBG 
 
 

 Impact on psychological health: Online games like PUBG and the Blue Whale 
Challenge were banned after incidents of violence and suicide. 
 
 

 Threat to Data privacy: Inadvertent sharing of personal information can lead to 
cases of cheating, privacy violations, abuse, and bullying. 
 

 Betting and gambling: Online games based on the traditional ludo, arguably the 
most popular online game in India, have run into controversy, and allegations of 
betting and gambling. 

  
Way Forward 
 

 Censoring: Minors should be allowed to proceed only with the consent of their 
parents — OTP verification on Aadhaar could resolve this. 
 

 Awareness: Gaming companies should proactively educate users about 
potential risks and how to identify likely situations of cheating and abuse. 
 

 Regulating mechanism: A Gaming Authority in the central government should 
be created. 
 

 Accountability of the gaming company: It could be made responsible for the 
online gaming industry, monitoring its operations, preventing societal issues, 
suitably classifying games of skill or chance, overseeing consumer protection, 
and combatting illegality and crime. 

  
Conclusion 
 
The Centre should formulate an overarching regulatory framework for online games of 
skill. India must move beyond skill-versus-chance debates to keep up with the global 
gaming industry. 
 

[1.3] Levying Wealth Tax to reduce Income Inequality 
 

[GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy] 
 
Context - The discourse on efficient, effective and equitable public spending often takes 
us into the realm of limited resources facing competing demands. India definitely needs 
to widen its revenue collection as well as base. In this context it's time to consider a 
wealth tax. 
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What is Wealth Tax? 
 

 Wealth tax is a direct tax unlike the goods and services tax or value-added tax, 
which can take several forms, such as property tax, inheritance or gift tax and 
capital gains tax. It aims to reduce the inequalities of wealth. 
 

 It is based on the market value of assets owned by a taxpayer and charged on 
the net wealth of super rich individuals. 

 
Wealth Tax in India 
 
 

1. Abolition of Wealth Tax - The government abolished wealth tax as announced 
in the budget 2015. In its place, the government decided to increase the 
surcharge levied on the ‘super rich’ class by 2% to 12%. (Super rich are persons 
with incomes of Rs.1 crore or higher and companies that earn Rs.10 crores or 
higher). 
 

2. Abolished to simplify tax structure and discourage tax evasion - The 
abolition was a move to do away with high costs of collection and also to simplify 
the existing tax structure thereby discouraging tax evasion. 
 

3. No Wealth Tax at present - India presently does not have any wealth tax i.e., a 
tax levied on one’s entire property in all forms. It did not impose a one-time 
‘solidarity tax’ on wealth in post-covid budgets that could have generated 
resources for essential public investment. 

 
Need for Levying Wealth Tax 
 

 Peak Inequality in India - India’s top 10% population owns 65% of the country’s 
wealth, while the bottom 10% owns only 6%, according to the World Inequality 
Database, 2022. 
 

 Accumulation of Wealth with a few - A small section of people has access to a 
large share of economic assets and resources that remain almost completely 
untaxed and thus unavailable for public allocation. 
 

 Limited Base of the Capital Gains Tax - Capital Gains tax exists in India, but 
applies only to transactions and hence is limited in its base. 
 

 Inheritance of Wealth and Privileges - Wealth, much less than even income, 
has little to do with one’s education, merit or efforts; it is largely dependent on 
inheritance and opportunities that come with the advantages associated with 
belonging to one of India’s privileged classes and castes. 
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 No Inheritance Tax in India - India scrapped its estate duty in 1985 and has no 
inheritance tax. 
 

 Exemptions on Gift Tax - Although the receipt of gifts is subject to income tax in 
the beneficiary’s hands, it has various exemptions; it is almost entirely exempt if 
received from within the family, including the extended family of self and spouse. 

  
Necessity of Wealth Tax in present Economic Condition 
 

 Wealth of the rich doubled during Pandemic - A report from Oxfam 
highlighted how India's richest doubled their income and wealth during the 
pandemic. It happened owing to various reasons.Despite facing grave financial 
and economic challenges during the pandemic, the Government had no means 
to convert any of the growing wealth into productive resources in order to 
generate employment and push the income of the multitudes. 
  

 No increase in Private Investment - The government lowered the corporate tax 
rate significantly from 30% to 22% in 2019-20, which has continued despite the 
economic crises caused by the pandemic. However, this did not elicit much 
private investment. Obviously, there is something else at work, and one cannot 
assume that accumulated wealth in private hands will necessarily be invested in 
the domestic economy.  
  

 Right Application of Investment - It is not only investment that is important, but 
also where that investment is going and whether it is creating employment 
opportunities for the youth. 

  
Current Status and Economic Projections 
 
 

1. Youth Unemployment Data - Data from diverse sources show high 
unemployment rates during May-July 2022 for the youth: 28.3% in the 15-24 age 
group and an even higher 43.3% for the 20-24 age-group. 
 

2. Overhead Global Recession - The likelihood of a global recession and the 
related layoffs being announced by corporate giants will make the situation 
worse. 
 

3. Jobless Growth and Wealth Inequality - The recent economic growth 
experienced in India, especially in the post-covid recovery phase, has largely 
been jobless growth and can further deepen both income and wealth inequalities. 
 

4. High Level of Youth Unemployment - No economy can afford to have such 
youth unemployment rates for long without adversely affecting economic growth 
and social cohesion. 
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Way Forward 
 
A number of Latin American countries, including Argentina, Peru and Bolivia, have 
either introduced or are introducing a progressive annual wealth tax levied on the wealth 
gains of each year or a one-time covid ‘solidarity’ tax. 
 
There is no reason why India cannot do so too. This is the right time to introduce a 
progressive wealth tax along with other fiscal steps that can directly reverse the trend of 
growing inequalities in the country. 
  

[1.4] National Green Hydrogen Mission and associated Challenges 
 

[GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure - Energy, Ports, Roads, Railways, Airports etc] 
 
Why in News? 
 
The Union Cabinet approved the National Green Hydrogen Mission, which is aimed 
at making India the global hub for the production of green hydrogen. 
 
What is Green Hydrogen? 
 

● Green hydrogen is hydrogen gas produced through the electrolysis of water. It 
is an energy-intensive process for splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen— 
using renewable power to achieve this. The current cost of green hydrogen in 
India is Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 per kg. 

 
● The National Hydrogen Mission was launched on August 15, 2021, with a view to 

cutting down carbon emissions and increasing the use of renewable sources of 
energy. 
 

● The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) will formulate the 
scheme guidelines for implementation. 

 
Key Features of the Mission 
 

1. Power Capacity: The mission seeks to promote the development of green 
hydrogen production capacity of at least 5 MMT per annum with an associated 
renewable energy capacity addition of about 125 GW in the country by 2030. 
 

2. Job Creation: It envisages an investment of over Rs. 8 lakh crore and creation 
of over 6 lakh jobs by 2030. 
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3. Reducing Energy Import Bill: It will also result in a cumulative reduction in 
fossil fuel imports of over Rs. 1 lakh crore and abatement of nearly 50 MMT of 
annual greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. 
 

4. Export Promotion: The mission will facilitate demand creation, production, 
utilization and export of green hydrogen. 
 

5. Incentivization: Under the Strategic Interventions for Green Hydrogen Transition 
Programme (SIGHT), two distinct financial incentive mechanisms targeting 
domestic manufacturing of electrolysers and production of green hydrogen will be 
provided under the mission. 
 

6. Green Hydrogen Hubs: Regions capable of supporting large-scale production 
and/or utilization of hydrogen will be identified and developed as Green 
Hydrogen Hubs. 

 
About Hydrogen Energy 
 

● Hydrogen is an important source of energy since it has zero carbon content and 
is a non-polluting source of energy in contrast to hydrocarbons that have net 
carbon content in the range of 75–85 percent. 
 

● Hydrogen energy is expected to reduce carbon emissions that are set to jump 
by 1.5 billion tons in 2021. 
 

● It has the highest energy content by weight and lowest energy content by 
volume. As per International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), Hydrogen 
shall make up 6 percent of total energy consumption by 2050. 
 

● Hydrogen energy is currently at a nascent stage of development, but has 
considerable potential for aiding the process of energy transition from 
hydrocarbons to renewable energy. 

 
Need of Hydrogen Energy 
 

● Better properties: At standard temperature and pressure, hydrogen is a 
nontoxic, nonmetallic, odorless, tasteless, colorless, and highly combustible 
diatomic gas. 
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● Clean fuel: Hydrogen fuel is a zero-emission fuel when burned with oxygen. It 
can be used in fuel cells or internal combustion engines. It is also used as a fuel 
for spacecraft propulsion. 
 

● Ample sources: Hydrogen can be sourced from natural gas, nuclear power, 
biomass, and renewable power like solar and wind. 
 

● Phasing out carbon: India remains committed to environmental and climate 
causes with a massive thrust on deploying renewable energy and energy 
efficiency measures. 
 

● Diversification of our energy basket: This would be the key lever enabling this 
transition. That’s why the emergence of hydrogen at the centre stage is a 
welcome development. 

 
Production of Hydrogen 
 

● Commercially viable Hydrogen can be produced from – 
 

1. Hydrocarbons including natural gas, oil and coal through processes like 
steam methane reforming, partial oxidation and coal gasification. 
 

2. Renewables like water, sunlight and wind through electrolysis and 
photolysis and other thermo-chemical processes. 

 
● For source material, green hydrogen today is typically generated 

from water through a process known as electrolysis, which uses an electric 
current to split water into its component molecules of hydrogen and oxygen. 
 

● This is done using a device called an electrolyzer,  which utilizes a cathode and an 
anode (positively and negatively charged electrodes). This process produces only 
oxygen – or steam – as a by-product. 
 

● As for energy supply, to qualify as “green hydrogen,” the source of electricity used 
for electrolysis must derive from renewable power, such as wind or solar energy. 
Currently the production of green hydrogen is two or three times more expensive 
than blue hydrogen. 
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Challenges in Production of Green Hydrogen 
 

● Supply-Chain Issues: GHE hinges upon the creation of a supply chain, starting 
from the manufacture of electrolysers to the production of green hydrogen, using 
electricity from a renewable energy source. 
 

● Technology: Green hydrogen needs electrolysers to be built on a scale larger 
than we’ve yet seen. 
 

● Storage: Either very high pressures or very high temperatures are required, both 
with their own technical difficulties. 
 

● Explosion Hazard: It is hazardous because of its low ignition energy and high 
combustion energy. 
 

● Risk to use: Automotive fuels are highly inflammable, but a vehicle laden with 
hydrogen is likely to be more vulnerable in case of a major accident. 
 

● High Cost of Production: To become competitive, the price per kilogram of 
green hydrogen has to reduce to a benchmark of $2/kg. At these prices, green 
hydrogen can compete with natural gas. 
 

● Energy intensity: Creating green hydrogen needs a huge amount of electricity, 
which means an enormous increase in the amount of wind and solar power to 
meet global targets. 
 

● Lack of proper infrastructure: only 500 Hydrogen stations exist globally. Only 
countable manufacturers are involved as market players in this technology. 

 
Way Forward 
 

● Hydrogen energy is at a nascent stage of development but has significant 
potential for realizing the energy transition in India. 
 

● The new policy is a futuristic vision that can help the country not only cut down its 
carbon emissions but also diversify its energy basket and reduce external 
reliance. 
 

● India’s transition can be a testament to the world on the achievement of energy 
security, without compromising the goal of sustainable development. 
 

● The GoI must strongly pursue the objective of creating a GHE to make India a 
global manufacturing hub and place itself at the top of the green hydrogen export 
market.  
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[2.1] Small Savings Schemes 
 

Topic- Government Policies and Interventions [GS Paper-2] 
 
Context- The Central government has recently raised interest rates on eight of the 12 small 
savings schemes by 20 to 110 basis points. 
 
Key Highlights  
 

● Small savings schemes are especially designed to provide safe and attractive 
investment options to the public and at the same time to mobilise resources for 
development. 

● These schemes are operated through about 1.54 lakh post offices throughout the 
country. 

● These small savings schemes are rolled out by the public or private sector banks, the 
government of India, and other financial institutions.  

● The interest rate for these schemes is designed by the banks or the government and it is 
updated periodically. 

 

Advantages of Small Savings Schemes 

● Long-term benefits:  

○ Through the scheme individuals can achieve their long-term goals such as 
retirement plans, children's education, and children's marriage by investing in 
savings schemes. 

● Various savings schemes:  

○ The number of savings schemes currently available is huge.  

○ The advantages vary according to the scheme and the sector. For example, the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is designed to help people who are below 
poverty line and the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana helps a girl child financially. 
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● Hassle-free: 

○ The maintenance and investment towards the schemes are much simple and 
most of the contributions made towards the schemes can be done online. 

● Security and safety:  

○ The contributions which are made towards the schemes are minimal on risk as 
well as safe and secure since the schemes are launched by the Indian 
Government. 

 

Some Small Saving Schemes in India 

● Post Office Monthly Income Scheme (MIS) 

○ Here one can invest a certain amount and receive a fixed amount of interest 
every month.  

○ One can invest in this scheme from any post office. 

● National Savings Certificate (NSC) 

○ This tax saving investment can be purchased from any post office all over the 
country.  

○ It is a low-risk investment which guarantees fixed return.  

○ Backed by the Indian government, this scheme is preferred by risk-averse 
investors or those wanting to diversify their portfolio. 

● Public Provident Fund (PPF) 

○ PPF is a popular long-term saving and investment product because it offers tax 
savings, safety, and also returns.  

○ In 1968, for the first time PPF was first offered to the public by the Finance 
Ministry’s National Savings Institute. 

● Senior Citizen’s Savings Scheme 

○ The Senior Citizens Savings Scheme (SCSS) is aimed at providing regular 
income to senior citizens after they reach age 60. 

● Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana Scheme (SSYS) 

○ It is a government-backed deposit scheme for a girl child.  

○ Launched as a part of the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ campaign, the scheme 
helps meet the financial needs of a girl child and comes with income-tax benefits 
under section 80C. 
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● Chit Fund 

○ A chit fund is both a savings and credit product which has a predetermined value 
and is for a fixed period.  

○ A certain specific number of members contributes monthly until the end of the 
term. 

 

[2.2] Vokkaligas, Lingayats Gets Share in Reservation 

Topic- Reservation and other social Issue [GS Paper-1] 

 

Context- Recently, the Karnataka Cabinet has decided to categorise the two dominant 
communities, Vokkaligas and Lingayats, as “moderately backward” from the “backward” 
category in a move that could increase their share in reservation for Other Backward Classes 
(OBC). 

 

Key Highlights  

● In the present context Karnataka has 32% quota for OBC, and 17% and 7% quota for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, respectively, taking the total to 56%. 

● The Panchamasali sub-sect of Veerashaiva Lingayats has demanded inclusion in the 2A 
category that has 15% quota from their current 3B category which has 5% quota. 

● The Vokkaliga community, which is presently in the 3A category, will be moved to a 
newly-created 2C category with 4% reservation. And the Lingayat community, which is in 
the 3B category, will now be in a new 2D category with 5% reservation. 

● The Cabinet also ensures that there is no sub-categorisation of the Lingayat community. 

● It was decided on the basis of recommendations and suggestions of the Karnataka State 
Commission for Backward Classes, which had submitted an interim report to Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai on December 23. 

● The increase in reservation from the one granted currently to these communities is 4% 
for Vokkaligas and 5% for Lingayats via redistribution of the EWS quota will be based on 
the population of various communities assessed by the Karnataka State Commission for 
Backward Classes. 

● Karnataka government will further petition the Centre to approve the hike in the 
reservation by including it under Schedule 9 of the Constitution. 

● The Ninth Schedule contains a list of central and state laws that cannot be challenged in 
courts. 
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● It became a part of the Constitution in 1951, at the time when the document was 
amended for the first time. 

● It was created by the new Article 31B, which along with 31A was brought in by the 
government in order to protect laws related to agrarian reform and for abolishing the 
Zamindari system. 

● Lingayats are often considered the most populous community in the state, followed by 
Vokkaligas. 

 

Lingayats & Vokkaligas 

Lingayats: 

● The term Lingayat denotes a person who wears a personal linga, an iconic form of god 
Shiva, on the body that is received during the initiation ceremony. 

● The tradition of Lingayatism is known to have been founded by social reformer and 
philosopher Basavanna in the 12th century in Karnataka.  

● Lingayats had been classified as a Hindu subcaste and are called as “Veerashaiva 
Lingayats” and they are considered to be Shaivites. 

● The emergence of the Lingayat sect can be located within the larger trend of Bhakti 
movements which had swept across South India from the 8th century AD onwards. 

Vokkaligas: 

● The agricultural communities of south Karnataka are known as  Vokkaligas. People 
belonging to the Vokkaliga community are called as Okkalia of Utkala Kingdom. 

● As a community of warriors and cultivators they have historically had notable 
demographic, political, and economic dominance in the Old Mysore region. 

●  It is also believed by some historians that the Rashtrakutas and Western Gangas were 
of Vokkaliga origin.  

● Then the Vokkaligas occupied administrative positions in the Vijaynagar Empire. 

 

Lingayat separate religion demand 

● The theological basis of the demand lies in 20th century scholarship of the Vachana 
movement, a movement which is given liturgical (considered holy) respect among 
significant sections of the Veerashaiva-Lingayat sect. 

● This scholarship on the Vachana movement emphasised the movement as a 12th 
century revolution led by Basavanna against inequality and Sanatana Dharma or 
Hinduism. 
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●  The political and religious leaders of these sections, that is, those who view Basavanna 
as the founder of the sect or religion and reject the Vedas and the Agamas, now call 
themselves ‘Lingayats’ and take pains to show that they are different from the rest, 
whom they call ‘Veerashaivas’ as the latter accept the authority of the Vedas and do not 
give importance to Basavanna in their Guru-parampara. 

 

Reservation provisions in India for OBC  

● The Kalelkar Commission, set up in 1953, was the first to identify certain other backward 
classes other than the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) at the 
national level. 

● The Mandal Commission Report, 1980 estimated the OBC population at 52% and it 
classified 1,257 communities as backward. 

● It recommended increasing the existing quotas, that were only for SC/ST, from 22.5% to 
49.5% to include the OBCs. 

● The central government then reserved 27% of seats in union civil posts and services for 
OBCs [Article 16(4)]. 

● The Constitution refers to the term ‘backward classes’ in Articles 15(4), 16(4) and 
340(1).  

● Articles 15(4) and 16(4) empower the State to make special provisions for any socially 
and educationally backward class of citizens within the region. 

● In 2008, the Supreme Court directed the central government to exclude the creamy layer 
or advanced sections among the OBCs. 

● The 102nd Constitution Amendment Act, 2018 provided constitutional status to the 
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC), that was previously a statutory 
body under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

[2.3] India-Armenia Relations 
 

Topic- International Relations [GS Paper-2] 
 
Why in News? 
 
Armenia and India have celebrated 30 years of bilateral diplomatic relations in the year 2022. 
 
Key Highlights on India-Armenia Relations 
 
Historical Links: 

 The Mamikonians, a revered aristocratic dynasty that controlled vast swathes of Armenia 
until the 8th century.  
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 A branch of the family moved between Armenia and India, and the greatest warrior it 
produced is the fifth-century military commander Vartan Mamikonian  bore a Sanskrit 
name. 

 Centuries before Vartan Mamikonian led his forces in defence of Christianity against the 
Persian army, a pair of Indian princes from Magadha took refuge in Armenia and were 
even allowed to raise Hindu settlements.  

 The warmth and liberality were reciprocated by the Indian rulers as late as the Mughal 
era.  

 In 17th-century India, Armenians were greatly valued for their artisanship, granted trade 
privileges, and taken on as advisors by royal courts.  

 So extensive was the network of Armenians in India that by the 19th century, Kolkata, 
which was a home among other Armenian-Indians, had gained a reputation as an 
Armenian city. 

India’s Contributions for Armenian State: 

 India is the land where generations of Armenian diaspora communities have thrived and 
also gave shape to the dream of reviving the Armenian state. 

 It was in Chennai that ideas of resuscitating the Armenian state bloomed for the first 
time.  

 As early as 1773, Shahamir Shahamirian, the great Armenian nationalist based in 
southern India, published his pamphlet on a future Armenian state and it was a work that 
has justly come to be regarded as both a roadmap and a draft constitution for a 
reconstituted Armenia.  

 Later, the first Armenian journal, Azdarar, was published from Chennai. Together, These 
two works of print galvanised Armenian communities around the world and gained a 
national consciousness.  

 The Armenian republic that existed briefly between 1918 and 1920 was the culmination 
of an aspiration that had acquired wings in India. 

 The Armenian republic which was reborn in 1991 was recognised by India a day after 
the demise of the Soviet Union.  

 India chose Yerevan, the Armenian capital, as the site of its first embassy in the 
Caucasus.  

Areas of Cooperation: 

 Armenia is the only country in the region with which India has a friendship and 
cooperation Treaty (signed in 1995 in New Delhi). 

 India has received three heads of states from Armenia, but it has none from Azerbaijan 
or Georgia.  

 Also, there are over 30 Agreements/MoUs covering diverse areas of possible 
cooperation such as trade and commerce, culture, tourism, education, defense, science 
and technology, information technology, double tax avoidance, academic cooperation 
between institutes and think tanks, etc.  
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Trade and Economic Relations: 
 The level of bilateral trade and investments remains below potential though some growth 

has been registered in the recent past.  

 Indian exports consist of foodstuffs such as meat, electrical equipment, cut and polished 
diamonds, optical equipment, plastics, pharmaceuticals and other chemical goods and 
cars, while Armenia’s exports include non-ferrous metals, raw-rubber, books and 
textiles.  

Cultural Cooperation: 
 India-Armenia Agreement on Cooperation in Culture, Arts, Education, Tourism, Sports 

and Mass Media was signed in the year 1995. 

 The agreement provides the framework for cultural exchanges.  

 Further, a Centre for Hindi Language and Literature was established at Yerevan State 
Linguistic University “Brusov” (YSLU).  

 An abridged version of Ramayana in Armenian language was brought out by the Mission 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture of Armenia. 

 Indian films and food are also very popular in Armenia.  

Indian Community: 

 The partnership between Armenia and India is pushed forward to a great extent by 
ordinary people from both countries, as it was two thousand years ago.  

 The Indian community in Armenia also consists of students pursuing medical education 
at Yerevan State Medical University.  

 The Indian community otherwise is miniscule composed of Indian or PIO professionals 
working for multinational companies or UN organisations.  

 No incident of racial, communal or ethnic violence against the Indian community has 
ever come to notice.  

India’s Approach on Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict 

 India has adjusted its position on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict as the situation has 
evolved over certain years.  

 In the initial stages of the conflict in 1993, India had endorsed the concept of respect for 
territorial integrity.  

 For quite some time now, India’s emphasis has been on a peaceful resolution of the 
conflict through several diplomatic negotiations.  

 India has adopted a balanced and neutral stance and made a politically correct 
statement in which it has expressed its concern.  

 Armenia extends its support to India on the Kashmir issue whereas Azerbaijan not only 
supports but also promotes Pakistan’s narrative on this issue. 

 However India has every reason not to support Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity as 
Azerbaijan has shown scant regard for India’s territorial integrity violated by Pakistan in 
Jammu and Kashmir.  
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Way Forward  

 It is quite difficult for India to publicly endorse the right of Nagorno-Karabakh for self-
determination in view of the possible repercussions it can have for India.  

 Adversaries may misuse it not only by making erroneous connections with Kashmir but 
also re-ignite secessionist movements in several parts of India. 

 Also confidence-building measures between Azerbaijan, the Republic of Artsakh and 
Armenia are needed.  

Armenia’s Velvet Revolution 

 In 2018, tens of thousands of demonstrators gathered in Yerevan in order to demand the 
expulsion of the then prime minister.  

 The revolution was a series of anti-government protests staged by various political and 
civil groups led by a member of the Armenian parliament, Nikol Pashinyan.  

 Reasons: 

o Protests and marches took place initially in response to Serzh Sargsyan's third 
consecutive term as the most powerful figure in the government of Armenia. 

o Later it was against the Republican Party-controlled government in general. 

Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict 

 Nagorno-Karabakh is a mountainous and heavily forested region which under 
international law is recognised as part of Azerbaijan. 

 History: 

o After Azerbaijan’s troops were pushed out of the region following a war in the 
1990s, these ethnic Armenians have been in administrative control of Nagorno-
Karabakh with needed support from Armenia. 

o In past three decades, ceasefires brokered by Russia and the United States have 
failed to hold. 

o In 2020, clashes broke out which rapidly escalated to become the deadliest since 
the 1990s.  

 Present Status: 

o Armenia has been witnessing growing anti-government protests against possible 
concessions over the Nagorno-Karabakh territory, disputed with Azerbaijan. 

The ongoing aggression in the Caucasus, including the blockade of the Lachin corridor 
that has cut-off 1,20,000 Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh from the globe. 

[2.4] 26th Financial Stability Report (FSR) 
 

Topic- Government Policies and Interventions [GS Paper-2] 
 
Why in News? 
 
Recently, the RBI’s latest Financial Stability Report (FSR) has stated that India's banks and 
non-bank lenders can withstand even the worst of macro-economic stress. 
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Key Highlights  

 RBI’s stress testing models have been criticised in the past for a significant bias.  
 As per the report financial stability has been maintained. 
 Domestic financial markets have remained stable and they are fully functional. 
 The banking system is sound as well as well-capitalised. 
 The non-banking financial sector has withstood these challenges. 
 Banks have enough capital to maintain the ratio above the minimum requirement upto 

September 2023.  
 The gradual decline in the capital adequacy ratio was on account of higher risk-weighted 

assets as lending activity picked up recently. 
 The decline in slippages, increase in write-offs and an improvement in loan growth 

brought the gross non-performing assets (NPA) ratio of banks further down to a seven-
year low of 5%. 

 The net NPA ratio stood at a 10 year low of 1.3%.  
 Banks will be able to maintain a common equity tier-I capital ratio which is above the 

minimum requirement of 8%.  
 There is a 41% rise in the net profit of the banks and a 10% growth in net interest 

income (NII). 
 
Challenges  

 India along with other emerging economies is facing certain different risks such as 
o Rising borrowing costs. 
o Debt distress. 
o Elevated levels of inflation. 
o Volatile commodity prices. 
o Currency depreciation. 
o Capital outflows. 

 
Way Forward 

 Preserving macroeconomic stability in this challenging environment will need 
safeguarding the domestic economy and the financial system through actions that 
mitigate the build-up of vulnerabilities and help smooth financial market adjustments.   
 

DO YOU KNOW? 
 
Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) - It is a non-statutory apex council 
under the Ministry of Finance constituted by an Executive Order in 2010.  The Raghuram 
Rajan committee (2008) on financial sector reforms first proposed the creation of FSDC. 
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[2.5] India Assumes Wassenaar Arrangement Chairmanship 

Topic- International Organisations [GS Paper-2] 
 
Context- India assumed Chairmanship of Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) Plenary starting from 
January 1, 2023 and India will hold the Chairmanship for one year. 
 
Key Highlights  

 Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) is a voluntary export control regime formally established 
in July 1996. 

 Such a name comes from Wassenaar, a suburb of The Hague, where the agreement to 
start such a multilateral cooperation was reached in 1995. 

 WA is an elite club of countries that subscribe to arms export controls, similar to the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), Australia Group (AG) and the Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR). 

 
Objective:  

 The Wassenaar Arrangement monitors transfers of conventional weapons and dual-use 
goods and technologies through regular exchanges of information among its members. 

 
Aim:  

 Its aim is to promote "greater responsibility" among its members in exports of weapons 
and dual-use goods and to prevent "destabilizing accumulations." 

 
Two Control Lists: 

 In order to promote transparency, Wassenaar calls on states to make a series of 
voluntary information exchanges and notifications on their export activities related to 
weapons and items appearing on the arrangement's two control lists; i.e.  

o The Munitions List (Conventional Weapons) 

o The Dual-Use Goods and Technologies List 

 
Structure: 

 Its secretariat is located in Austria’s capital Vienna. 

 The plenary of the Wassenaar Arrangement is the main decision-making body which 
operates on consensus.  
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Membership: 
 The Arrangement has 42-members in total including France, Germany, Japan, Russia, 

the UK and the USA. 

 The European Union and NATO are also its member states. 

 India joined the Wassenaar Arrangement in 2017 as the 42nd participating state of it. 

 
Significance of the Wassenaar Arrangement 

 The Wassenaar Arrangement contributes to regional and international security and 
stability. 

 It promotes transparency and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and 
dual-use goods and technologies 

 It also complements and reinforces the export control regimes for weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems. 

 The WA is not particularly directed against any state or group of states. 

 It mainly uses export controls as a means to combat terrorism. 

 
Significance of India’s Chairmanship of WA 

 Democratising Access to Processes & Technologies:  
o India is expected to play a significant role in democratising access to processes 

and technologies which are likely to play a critical role for the emerging space 
and defence manufacturers in the country.  

 Benefits for India’s Defence Sector:  
o Membership of the Arrangement has bolstered India’s efforts to gain access to 

sensitive goods and technologies from leading players in the West. 

o Now, Chairmanship is of significance for India as the recent spurt in activity and 
investments in defence and space sector. 

 Impetus to India’s Global Credibility:  
o It will help establish India as a responsible stakeholder in the global non-

proliferation architecture. 

 
Slavkov Format 

 The format is also known as “North-Trilateral”, “Austerlitz format”, or "Slavkov trilateral" 

 It is cooperation between three Central European Nations i.e. Czech Republic, Austria 
and Slovakia. 

 
Dual-use  

 This refers to the ability of a good or technology to be used for multiple purposes - 
usually peaceful and military. 
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Way Ahead 
 India should work in close cooperation with other members in order to further the 

Wassenaar Arrangement goal of contributing to regional and international security and 
stability. 

 India’s focus also needs to be on discussing and resolving global and regional issues. 

 

[2.6] Multi-Domain Operations (MDO) 
 

Topic- International Relations [GS Paper-2] 
 
Context- India now needs to embrace multi-domain operations (MDO) amidst the rising 
Chinese threat. 
 
Key Highlights  

Present Tussle: 

● Currently India and China are confronting each other over the Arunachal Pradesh 
border.  

● India has deployed the Indian Army for the first time in this area. 

● The threat had faded in public consciousness because of electioneering, bridge 
collapses, yatras, G-20, etc.  

Concerns: 

● Low-level and geographically restricted clashes will keep recurring from time to time.  

● India must not get into a complacent mindset which accepts such clashes, as the likely 
future conflict scenario with China.  

● The threat is at the other extreme of technical advancement i.e. in the concept of multi-
domain operations (MDO). 

 

Multi-Domain Operations(MDO) 

Spread Across Multiple Domains: 
● MDO is beyond actions on land, in sea, air, cyber, space and in the electromagnetic 

spectrum.  

● It also comprises operations conducted across multiple domains and contested spaces 
through convergence of capabilities to overcome an adversary’s strengths by presenting 
it with operational and/or tactical predicaments.  

Common Operating View:  

● MDO has a common operating picture across all domains which forms the basis to 
decide the best tool to address a given task.  
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Any Service in Any Domain:  

● It is not one service using capabilities in multiple domains to do a task, rather it is the 
best positioned and capable operator of any service doing it across any domain.  

Well Defined Structure: 

● The technical complexity and the command, control and communication (C3) structure 
needed can well be imagined. 

Optimal Use of Resources:  

● The MDO architecture uses any sensor and the best positioned shooter in order to 
accomplish objectives. 

● MDO and its C3 structure would have inputs from all sensors in order to come up with an 
optimum engagement solution using artificial intelligence. 

Important Requirements: 

● All sensors and other information input sources should be capable of being hosted on 
the MDO architecture.  

● All solution providers or executors must be able to receive inputs and instructions from 
the MDO C3 structure and carry them out.  

● If the link to the main structure is not available the mission command characteristics of 
distributed control would come into play so that operations continue. 

 

Challenges with MDO 
● Affordability Issue: 

○ MDO is complicated that only nations with a developed scientific base and 
financial standing can afford it.  

○ It is an American concept being progressed by the U.S. for the past decades. 

● Requires Fresh Start: 
○ MDO is the most advanced intelligence and battle-management software ever. 

○ It would need a de novo look at doctrine, planning, acquisition, staffing and 
training.  

● Chinese Threat: 

○ China is constantly attempting to match U.S. military power and it is closely 
watching the Russia-Ukraine conflict where Western specialists are helping 
Ukrainians utilise the power of algorithms to fuse reconnaissance from space and 
choose the best shooters to strike Russian targets.  

● Concerns for India: 

○ India has no choice but to embrace MDO too as China has the particular 
technology and finances to master it.  
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Way Forward for India 

● Short-term Measures:  

○ Battlefields have now changed from physical brawls to cyber and precision 
strikes. 

○ Traditional physical domains must be stabilised, with critical deficiencies of the 
services being plugged.  

● Robust C3 Network: 

○ India’s C3 networks need to be hardened and protected against certain cyber 
threats.  

○ They need to be linked and synchronised so that seamless exchange of data is 
ensured.  

● Long term Measures: 

○ A pilot project should be started now so that the true challenge of creating an 
MDO environment is grasped.  

○ The pilot project would identify the technologies required and, equally 
importantly, an idea of the monies.  

● Imparting Training: 

○ To get the fundamentals of MDO right, it is essential to train and educate 
personnel starting now. 

○ For instance the US Air Force has a one year-long training course ongoing to 
help develop critical thinking and problem solving skills at the operational level of 
war. 

 
[2.7] Right to Free Speech of Ministers 

 
Topic- Indian Polity [GS Paper-2] 

 
Context- Recently, the Supreme Court held that there is no reason to impose “additional 
restrictions” on the right to free speech of Ministers. 
 
Arguments For  

Principle of collective responsibility: 

● Any statement by a Minister, even if traceable to any affairs of the state or for protecting 
the government, cannot be attributed vicariously to the government by invoking the 
principle of collective responsibility. 

● It is merely impossible to extend this concept of collective responsibility to any and every 
statement orally made by a Minister outside the House of the People or Legislative 
Assembly. 
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Reasonable Restrictions:  

● Reasonable restrictions on free speech for citizens, including Ministers and public 
functionaries, were particularly exhaustive.  

● Apart from that, the state has an affirmative duty to protect when there is a threat to 
personal liberty, even by a non-state actor.  

● The fundamental right to free speech and right to dignity could be enforced against the 
private parties.  

● There was also no need to bring in further shackles on free speech in the guise of 
protecting the competing fundamental right to life and dignity under Article 21 of persons 
at the receiving end of a Minister’s comments. 

Whip not possible in multi party systems: 

● In a country like India, where there is a multi-party system and where coalition 
Governments are often formed, it is not possible at all times for a Prime Minister or for a 
Chief Minister to take the whip whenever a statement is made by someone in the 
Council of Ministers. 

Constitutional Tort - Punishment or Fine: 

● No one can either be taxed or be penalised for holding an opinion which is not in 
conformity with the constitutional values and norms.  

● That is only when his opinion gets translated into action and such action results in injury 
or harm or loss that an action in tort will lie. 

 

Arguments Against 
Principle of collective responsibility:  

● A Minister’s statement, if traceable to any such affairs of the State or for protecting the 
government, can be attributed vicariously to the government by invoking the principle of 
collective responsibility, so long as such statement represented the view of the 
government too. 

● If such a statement is inconsistent with the view of the government, then it is attributable 
to the Minister personally. 

Reasonable Restrictions:  

● But a derogatory speech that closely resembled hate speech did not fall within the ambit 
of the free speech right. 

Article 21: 

● Any Public functionaries and other persons of influence and celebrities, having regard to 
their reach, owe a duty to the citizenry at large to be more responsible and restrained in 
their speech.  
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● Therefore, when such speech has the effect of infringing the fundamental right under 
Article 21 of another person, it would not constitute a case which requires balancing of 
conflicting rights. 

Hate Speech: 
● Hate speech struck at the foundational values and violated the fraternity of citizens from 

diverse backgrounds. 

● The Preamble of the Constitution assures that the dignity of individuals cannot be dented 
by any means of unwarranted speech being made by fellow citizens, including public 
functionaries. 

Constitutional Tort - Punishment or Fine: 

● A proper legal framework was important before taking action as a constitutional tort.  

● The Parliament could also enact a legislation or code to restrain citizens in general and 
public functionaries in particular from making provoking remarks against fellow citizens.  

● Similarly, political parties could come up with a code of conduct in order to regulate and 
control the actions and speech of their functionaries and members. 

 

Constitutional Tort 

● A ‘constitutional tort’ means a violation of one’s constitutional rights, particularly 
fundamental rights, by an agent of the government, acting in his/her official capacity.  

● A court of law can also award monetary compensation to the victim in such a case. 

 

Parliamentary Privileges 

● Article 105 of the Constitution mentions two privileges, that is, 

○ Freedom of speech in Parliament and  

○ Right of publication of its proceedings. 

● All Members of Parliament (MPs) enjoy rights and immunities, individually and 
collectively, so that they can discharge their duties and functions efficiently.  

● Applicability: 

○ The Constitution extends the parliamentary privileges to those persons who are 
entitled to speak and take part in the proceedings of a House of Parliament or 
any of its committees. These include the Attorney General of India. 

○ However the parliamentary privileges do not extend to the President who is also 
an integral part of the Parliament.  

○ Article 361 of the Constitution provides for certain privileges for the President. 

● Other Privileges: 

○ Apart from the privileges specified in the Constitution, the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908, provides for freedom from arrest and detention of members 
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under civil process during the continuance of the meeting of the House or of a 
committee thereof and forty days before its commencement and forty days after 
its conclusion. 

● Rules Governing Privilege: 
○ Rule No. 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and Rule 187 in Chapter 

16 of the Rajya Sabha rulebook governs privilege. 

○ Rules statethat a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the 
Chairperson, raise a question involving a breach of privilege either of a member 
or of the House or a committee thereof. 

● Role of the Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya Sabha Chairperson: 

○ The speaker of Lok Sabha and the Chairperson of Rajya Sabha are the first 
levels of scrutiny of a privilege motion in both of the Houses of Parliament.  

○ They can either take a decision on the privilege motion or they can refer it to the 
privileges committee of Parliament.  

○ After the Speaker or the House Chairperson gives consent under Rule 222, the 
concerned member is allowed to explain himself or herself. 

● Privilege Committee: 

○ The Speaker of Lok Sabha nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 15 
members of parliament from each of the parties.  

○ The Rajya Sabha committee has 10 members. 

○ The report prepared by the committee is submitted to the House for its further 
consideration.  

○ The Speaker may allow a half-hour debate on the report by the committee before 
passing orders or directing that the report be tabled before the House. 

● Punishment for Breach: 

○ Any instance when such rights and immunities are disregarded by any member 
of Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha is an offence, called ‘breach of privilege’, and it is 
punishable under the Laws of Parliament. 

 

Way Ahead 

● India is the largest democracy in the world and the right to free speech and expression is 
an important ingredient of democracy. 

● The expression or thought which is not in consonance with the policy of the government 
of the day should not be considered sedition. 

● The Law Commission has rightly stated, "an expression of frustration over the state of 
affairs cannot be treated as sedition".  

● If the country is not open to positive criticism, there would be no difference between the 
pre-and post-Independence times. 
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[2.8] Mural Art 
 

Topic- Art and Culture [GS Paper-1] 
 
Context- The Wall of Peace, a great work of modern mural art on the 700-feet long compound 
wall of Government Vocational Higher Secondary School at Cherpulassery, was recently 
inaugurated in Kerala. 
 
Key Highlights  

● The word ‘peace’ has been embossed on the wall in about 250 world languages. 
● The Mural Art is basically an artwork made on a wall or a permanent surface. INDIA has 

one of the greatest traditions of painting of the ancient world. 
History: 

● The history of Indian murals begins in the earliest and early medieval times, from 2nd 
century BC to 8th - 10th century AD. 

● The earliest surviving mural paintings in the Indian subcontinent are those present in 
Ajanta.  

● The paintings of Ajanta were made in two phases and the oldest dated to the 2nd 
century B.C.  

● The wonderful last phase was around the 5th century A.D., under the patronage of the 
Vakatakas. 

 
Features of Indian Mural Paintings: 

● The Mural Paintings are comparatively different from other forms of illustrative art.  
● The two major characteristics that make them significant are their organic relation to 

architecture and broad public importance. The Indian murals are rich in expressive 
practicality. 

● The utilization of colour, design, and thematic treatment in mural paintings has the 
capability to bring about an extreme variation in the sensation of spatial proportions of 
the building.  

● Mural Paintings are the only form of artwork which is truly three-dimensional, since it 
modifies and shares a particular space. 

● The colour materials on the mural paintings were derived from the natural materials such 
as terracotta, chalk, red ochre and yellow ochre mixed with animal fat.  

● The significant mural paintings are mainly found at Bagh in Madhya Pradesh, caves of 
Badami in Karnataka, Sittannavasal in Tamil Nadu and the Kailasanatha temple in 
Ellora, Maharashtra of 8th century AD and known for their linear styles. 

 
Different types of Indian Mural Paintings 

● Tempera Painting: The painting is done by preparation of pigment into a water-miscible 
medium.  
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● Oil Painting: It is a standard of painting in oil colours which grips suspension of 
pigments into drying oils. 

● Fresco Painting: Fresco Painting is an ancient practice which engrossed painting of 
water-based pigments on recently applied plaster, usually on wall façade. 

 
Other ancient Mural Paintings of India: 

● There are fragments of paintings of the time of Ajanta that survive at many Buddhist 
cave sites, including Pitalkhora near Ellora, in Maharashtra. 

● About nine caves were excavated on the slopes of the Vindhya hills above the Bagh 
river during the reign of the Guptas, between the 4th and 6th centuries A.D. 

● Very few paintings survive in the 6th century Hindu caves of Badami in Karnataka. 
● Expression to themes relating to Siva in the paintings in the temples of Panamalai and 

Kailashanatar in Kancheepuram were also excavated. 
● In the 9th century Jain cave situated in Sittannavasal in Tamil Nadu, there is a 

marvellous lotus pond painted on the ceiling.  
● The monastery of Alchi is an oasis of beauty and colourful design in the midst of the vast 

and barren landscape of Ladakh. One of the examples of masterpieces of the Alchi 
paintings is the Green Tara.  

● The temple at Lepakshi was built in the 16th century by the Nayaka brothers, Virupanna 
and Viranna, at a centre of trade and pilgrimage in Vijayanagar empire. 

 
[2.9] Jallikattu: A cultural practice 

Topic- Government Policies and Interventions [GS Paper-2] 

 

Context- A five-member Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court (SC) is going to announce its 
verdict on a batch of petitions seeking to strike down a 2017 Tamil Nadu law that protects 
Jallikattu.  

 

Key Highlights  

Background, Objective & Origin of Petition:  

● A massive agitation erupted in 2017, demanding that the Central and State governments 
come up with a law which would annul the Supreme Court’s ban on jallikattu. 

● It was imposed through a judgment in 2014 in the Animal Welfare Board of India vs A. 
Nagaraja case.  

● Apart from demanding that the event be allowed again, the protesters had also raised 
the issue of “redeeming Tamil identity and culture.”  
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Present Scenario: 

● The primary question involved is whether jallikattu should be granted constitutional 
protection as a collective cultural right under Article 29 (1). 

● A fundamental right guaranteed under Part III of the Constitution in order to protect the 
educational and cultural rights of citizens.  

Laws involved:  

● The Supreme court examined if the laws perpetuated cruelty to animals” or were actually 
a means to ensure “the survival and well-being of the native breed of bulls”.  

● The laws are; 

○ The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Tamil Nadu Amendment) Act of 2017  

○ The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Conduct of Jallikattu) Rules of 2017 

● Lens of Harm to Bulls: 

○ How bulls were being “tortured to the hilt” in the process of performing for the 
event.  

○ Whether the new jallikattu rules were “relatable” to Article 48 of the Constitution 
which urged the state to endeavour to organise agriculture and animal husbandry 
on modern and scientific lines.  

● Whether jallikattu and bullock-cart race laws of Karnataka and Maharashtra would sub-
serve the objective of “prevention” of cruelty to animals under the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act of 1960. 

Jallikattu  

● Jallikattu has been known to be practiced during the Tamil classical period between 400-
100 BCE. 

● The sport was common among the Ayar people who lived in the ‘Mullai’ geographical 
division of ancient Tamil Nadu. 

● It is a bull-taming sport.  

● The festival is a celebration of nature, and thanksgiving for a bountiful harvest, and 
cattle-worship is a part of it. 

● Jallikattu is a violent sport and there is one winner, man or bull. 

● Traditional event in which a bull such as the Pulikulam or Kangayam breeds is released 
into a crowd of people, and multiple participants attempt to grab the large hump on the 
bull's back with both arms and hang on to it while the bull attempts to escape. 

● Participants hold the hump for as long as possible, attempting to bring the bull to stop. 

● In certain cases, participants must ride long enough to remove flags on the bull's horns. 
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Significance 

● Culture: It is for showcasing the quality of cattle, the breeding skills of cattle rearers, the 
centrality of cattle in an agrarian economy, and the power and pride they bring to 
farmers and land-owning castes in rural Tamil Nadu. 

● Article 29(1): Governments at the state and Centre have wrestled with formulating a 
regulatory mechanism for Jallikattu, and it is a matter relating to whether Tamil Nadu can 
conserve it as a cultural right under Article 29(1) of the Constitution. 

● Any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part thereof having a 
distinct language, script or culture of its own must have the right to conserve the same. 

● Vaadivaasal: Perhaps the best guide to the cultural universe of Jallikattu is C S 
Chellappa’s brilliant novell, ‘Vaadivaasal’ (Arena), a volume written in the 1940s, with a 
handful of male characters and bulls. 

 

Arguments For and Against Jallikattu 

● For:  

○ In Tamil Nadu, jallikattu is a religious and cultural event celebrated by the people 
of the State and its influence extends beyond the confines of caste and creed.  

○ A practice which is centuries-old and symbolic of a community’s identity can be 
regulated and reformed as the human evolves rather than being completely 
obliterated.  

○ Jallikattu is also seen as “a tool for conserving this precious indigenous breed of 
livestock 

○ It is intertwined with the sociocultural milieu being taught in high school 
curriculum so that the significance is maintained from generation to generation. 

● Against:  

○ Liberty is inherent in every living being, whether it is in any form of life.  

○ There were various media reports about deaths and injuries caused to humans 
as well as bulls which had taken place in several districts while conducting 
jallikattu. 

○ Extreme cruelty is also inflicted on the animals.  

○ There was no reason to justify jallikattu as a part of culture.  

○ The critics had equated the event with certain practices such as sati and dowry, 
which were also once recognised as part of culture and stopped through 
legislation. 
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Way Ahead 

● Any ban on such a cultural practice would be viewed as “hostile to culture and against 
the sensitivities of the community. 

● Any effort at securing animal welfare will have to be grounded in our own rights as 
humans.  

● If such a reading of Article 21 allows for a kinder, more compassionate society, where 
animals are treated with dignity, it is perhaps the interpretation that the Supreme Court 
must prefer.  

● The court’s venture must be to independently construe Article 21, in order to see 
whether a finding that the right partakes freedom to live in a society free of animal cruelty 
fits with India’s larger constitutional design.  

● How the court chooses to resolve the questions posed to it could come to have a deep 
bearing on the future of animal rights and safety in our country. 

 

[2.10] High-Powered Committee on Ladakh 
 

Topic- Government Policies and Interventions [GS Paper-2] 
 
Context- Recently, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) constituted a high-powered committee 
for the Union Territory of Ladakh. 
 
Key Highlights  
 
Need of the Committee:  

● Civil society groups in Ladakh have been demanding protection of land, resources and 
employment for the past three years after the Article 370 was removed. 

● The fear of big businesses and conglomerates taking away land and jobs from the local 
people have given way to this demand. 

 

Functions:  

● It will discuss certain measures to protect the region’s unique culture and language 
taking into consideration its geographical location and strategic significance such as 

○ Ensure protection of land 

○ Employment for the people of Ladakh;  

○ Strategise inclusive development 

○ Discuss issues related to the empowerment of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
District Councils of Leh and Kargil. 
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Ladakh’s demand of Sixth Schedule 

● After the special status was removed, several political groups in Ladakh have been 
demanding that land, employment, and the cultural identity of Ladakh, must be protected 
under the Sixth Schedule. 

● Amendment of LAHDC Act: 

○ Ladakh’s only member in the Lok Sabha demanded constitutional safeguards by 
amending the Ladakh Autonomous Hill District Council (LAHDC) Act for the 
protection of land, employment, and the cultural identity of Ladakh under the 
Sixth Schedule. 

 

Other issues faced by Ladakh 

● No decentralisation of power: 

○ There had been four MLAs from the region in the erstwhile J&K Assembly; but 
however the administration of the region is now completely in the hands of 
bureaucrats.  

○ To many in Ladakh, the government now seems even more distant than 
Srinagar.  

● Changed domicile policy in Jammu and Kashmir:  

○ The changed domicile policy in Jammu and Kashmir has raised fears in the 
region about its own land, employment, demography, and cultural identity. 

● Limited Finances: 

○ The Union Territory has two Hill councils in Leh and Kargil, but none of these are 
under the Sixth Schedule.  

○ Their powers are limited to collection of some local taxes like parking fees and 
allotment and use of land vested by the Centre. 

● Recommendation of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes: 

○ In September 2019, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 
recommended the inclusion of Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution.  

○ The Commission took note of the fact that the newly created Union Territory of 
Ladakh is predominantly a tribal region. 

● Report highlights of the Parliamentary Standing Committee: 

○ The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs recently presented a 
report in the Rajya Sabha. 

○ The report also stated that, according to the 2011 Census, the tribal population in 
the Union Territory of Ladakh is 2,18,355, that is 79.61% of the total population of 
2,74,289.  
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● Special Status: 

○ The committee also recommended that special status may be granted to the 
Union Territory of Ladakh considering the developmental requirements of the 
tribal population.  

● Examining the possibility of fifth or sixth Schedule:  

○ The Committee recommends that the possibility of including Ladakh in the fifth or 
sixth Schedule may be examined. 

 

Centre’s opinion 

● Centre is not keen to give any special status to Ladakh stating that the objective for 
inclusion of tribal population under the sixth schedule is to ensure their overall socio-
economic development, that 

○ The UT administration has already been taking care of and  

○ Sufficient funds are being provided to Ladakh to meet its overall developmental 
requirements.  

● The Ladakh administration has recently increased the reservation for the Scheduled 
Tribes in direct recruitment from 10% to 45% which will significantly help the tribal 
population in their development. 

 

Sixth Schedule 

● The Sixth Schedule under Article 244 provides for the formation of autonomous 
administrative divisions also known as Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) that have 
some legislative, judicial, and administrative autonomy within a state. 

Application: 

● The Sixth Schedule applies to the Northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram 
with three Councils each, and Tripura with one Council. 

 

Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) 

● The councils have up to 30 members with a term of five years. 

● ADCs can make laws, rules and regulations with regard to land, forest, water, 
agriculture, village councils, health, sanitation, village- and town-level policing, 
inheritance, marriage and divorce, social customs and mining, etc.  

Exception: 

● The Bodoland Territorial Council in Assam is an exception to ADCs with more than 40 
members and the right to make laws on 39 issues. 
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[2.11] Expansion Scope Article 19 
 

Topic- Executive and Judiciary [GS Paper-2] 
 

Context- Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) has extended the ground for seeking rights to 
freedom of speech against other citizens. 

 

Key Highlights  

Petition:  

● One of the questions before the court was if a fundamental right under Article 19 or 21 of 
the Constitution of India can be claimed other than against the ‘State’ or its 
instrumentalities? 

● The Supreme Court replied with a majority ruling leaning towards yes. 

Court’s order:  

● The Supreme court extended free speech against private citizens, opening up a range of 
possibilities in Constitutional law. 

Application of Article 19: 

● Article 19 that guarantees freedom of speech and expression is a right invoked against 
the state.  

● Some fundamental rights such as those prohibiting untouchability, trafficking and bonded 
labour are explicitly against both the state and other individuals. 

Reasonable Restrictions:  

● Sovereignty And Integrity Of India, 

● The Security Of The State,  

● Friendly Relations With Foreign States,  

● Public Order, Decency Or Morality, 

● In Relation To Contempt Of Court,  

● Defamation, 

● Incitement To An Offence. 

Restriction on Curb:  

● The right of free speech and expression guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) cannot be 
curbed by any additional grounds other than those already written in Article 19(2). 

Transformation from state to Citizens: 

● The transformation was from 

○ State to  
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○ Authorities to 

○ instrumentalities of State to  

○ agency of the Government to  

○ impregnation with Governmental character to  

○ enjoyment of monopoly status conferred by State to  

○ deep and pervasive control to  

● the nature of the duties or functions performed. 

Government’s stand:  

● Puttaswamy case: One of the key arguments by the government was that privacy is a 
right enforceable against other citizens and, hence, cannot be elevated to the status of a 
fundamental right against the state. 

 

Impact of Court’s Interpretation  

● Obligation: This interpretation could bring an obligation on the state in order to ensure 
private entities also abide by Constitutional norms.  

● Regulation sphere increases to a lot: The questions could range from seeking 
enforcement of privacy rights against a private doctor to seeking the right to free speech 
against a private social media entity. 

 

Global Scenario utilised by SC for Decision 

● New York Times vs. Sullivan: The US Supreme Court found that defamation law, as 
applied by the state against The New York Times, was inconsistent with certain 
Constitutional guarantees of the freedom of speech and expression. The SC noted a 
shift in US law from a “purely vertical approach” to a “horizontal approach.” 

● Approach: A vertical approach provides weightage to individual autonomy, choice and 
privacy, whereas the horizontal approach seeks to imbibe Constitutional values in all 
individuals.  

● These approaches which appear to be bipolar opposites, hold the age-old question of 
individual vs. society. 

● A vertical application of rights would mean that it can be enforced only against the state 
while a horizontal approach would mean it is enforceable against other citizens. 

 

Article 19 

● Article 19(1) of the Constitution of India guarantees six fundamental freedoms to every 
citizen of India, such as 

○ Freedom of speech and expression; 

○ Freedom to assemble peacefully and without arms; 
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○ Freedom to form associations, unions or co-operative societies; 

○ Freedom to move freely throughout the territory of India; 

○ Freedom to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India, and 

○ Freedom to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or 
business.  

 

Significance of Article 19 

● This freedom is significant because the censorial power lies in the people over and 
against the Government and not in the Government over and against the people.  

● The freedom of speech and expression is required to fulfil the certain objectives such as 

○ To discover truth 

○ Non self-fulfilment 

○ Democratic value 

○ To ensure pluralism 

 

Way Ahead 

● No jurisdiction in the world seems to be adopting a purely vertical approach or a wholly 
horizontal approach. 

● Thus, the approach for such cases must be a mixed one. 

 

[2.12] Indo-French Strategic Dialogue 
 

Topic- International Relations [GS Paper-2] 
 

Context- Recently, the National Security Advisor (NSA) of India held the 36th round of the Indo-
French Strategic Dialogue with the French counterpart.  

 

Key Highlights of the 36th round of the Indo-French Strategic Dialogue 

● Both participants have agreed to intensify efforts “towards strategic autonomy”. 
● The two sides held discussions on a variety of issues such as 

○ The current global security situation in the context of the conflict in Ukraine 
○ Regional security in the context of Afghanistan 
○ Counter-terrorism 
○ Cyber security 
○ Defence cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 
○ Other issues of mutual concern. 
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● The PM of India and Diplomatic Adviser to the President of France also discussed areas 
like “energy and culture”. 

● The discussions also reflected closeness in views of both India and France on all major 
international issues.  

● The France-India strategic partnership is key to tackling the upcoming theft pressing 
challenges of 2023.  

● France has provided “full support” for India’s G-20 Presidency. 

 

India- France Relations 

Strategic Relationship: 

● After the 1998 nuclear tests of India, France was the first country to initiate a Strategic 
Dialogue with India. By displaying a greater understanding of India’s security 
compulsions as compared to other countries, France refused to impose bilateral 
sanctions on India.  

● India-France strategic partnership is particularly based on “exceptional mutual trust, 
shared democratic values and a joint vision for a multipolar, rules-based world order” 

Economic Relationship: 

● Bilateral trade with France has witnessed a steady increase in the last decade reaching 
USD 10.75 billion in 2020.  

● France holds the 9th rank in foreign investment in India. 

● The two countries have also recognised the importance of fast tracking the discussions 
on an India-EU trade and investment agreement. 

● More than 150 Indian companies are operational in France and more than 1000 French 
companies are present in India with turnover of $20 billion 

Defense Relationship: 

● India-France timely conducts a defense dialogue at the ministerial level.  

● Joint defense exercises between the Air forces i.e. Garuda series and the Armies i.e. 
Shakti, Navies i.e. Varuna are conducted regularly. 

● P-75 Scorpene Dea 2005 is an agreement for building six Scorpène submarines under 
technology transfer at Mazagaon Docks Ltd. in India with French help. 

● Technology sharing and acquisitions of short-range missiles and radar equipment were 
also concluded. 

● The government-to-government agreement for 36 French Rafale multi-role combat 
aircraft has also taken place.  

● India is close to taking a decision on a fighter jet in order to fly off the Navy’s aircraft 
carriers (Boeing’s F-18 Super Hornet or Dassault Aviation’s Rafael-M) 

● India is mulling over procuring 26 jets (probably Rafale, as per official sources).   
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● Safran of France is competing with other global engine manufacturers to co-develop a 
fighter jet engine with DRDO. 

Energy Sector Cooperation: 

● An agreement was signed between two countries a decade ago for building six 
European Pressurized (Nuclear) Reactors (EPR) with a total capacity of 9.6 GW. 

● The International Solar Alliance was also launched jointly by India and France. 

Science & Technology: 

● Gaganyan Mission: Both the countries have signed a cooperation agreement for this 
Mission of India. 

● The French space agency will also support India’s scientific experiments by providing 
French equipment and medical instruments for Indian astronauts. 

● Joint Satellite Mission TRISHNA: It is meant for ecosystem monitoring and water use 
monitoring and it is the 3rd joint mission of ISRO and CNES.  

Maritime cooperation: 

● India and France both share concern about China’s growing presence in the Indian 
Ocean Region. France showed more willingness to cooperate with India after the launch 
of AUKUS. 

● French overseas territories in the Indian and the Pacific Oceans provide it with the 
second-largest exclusive economic zone. 

●  It has long maintained bases in Reunion Islands and Djibouti and also established one 
in Abu Dhabi in 2009. 

● Strengthening cooperation with France (the western Indian Ocean Region) makes mere 
strategic sense even as India develops its presence in Oman (Duqm) and Seychelles 
(Assumption Island). 

Indo-French Naval Cooperation:  

● Naval cooperation in the Gulf area where France has a base in Abu Dhabi for securing 
sea lanes of communication, and combating piracy, transnational crime & terrorism by 
fostering capabilities in the Indian and Pacific oceans.   

 

Significance of India-France Relationship 

● France has provided support to India’s vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat by France along 
with reiteration of support for defense industrialisation, joint research and cutting edge 
technology development in India. 

● Post-Brexit, Indian companies can now look at France as an entry point to Europe. 

● No Money for Terror- an international conference on fighting terrorist financing is 
advocated by both India and France at UN Platform. 

● Both the parties have shared Vision of multipolar world order.  

● India’s claim to UNSC Permanent membership has also been continuously backed by 
France. 
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● India’s membership to the Multilateral Export Control Regimes such as NSG and MTCR 
has been always supported by France. 

● Reciprocal Logistics Support Agreement in order to facilitate fuel replenishment and 
maintenance of each other's warships, military aircraft and troops during port calls and 
disaster relief. 

 

[2.13] All India Annual State Ministers’ Conference on Water 
 

Topic- Government Policies and Interventions [GS Paper-2] 
 

Context- Recently, the first All India Annual State Ministers’ Conference on Water has begun in 
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

 

Key Highlights  

● The inter-state water disputes between several states are going on harming the water 
sharing. 

● Although water is a state subject, it was the responsibility of all states to togetherly make 
water a subject of collaboration, coordination, and cooperation between states. 

● The theme of Conference was ‘Water Vision @ 2047’. 

● This is an important dimension of the journey of ‘Amrit Kaal’ for the next 25 years. 

Whole of Government Approach: 

● All governments must work like a system wherein there should be constant interaction 
and dialogue among different departments of state governments, such as those handling 
Water, Irrigation, Agriculture, Rural and Urban Development and Disaster Management. 

Public participation will lead to more responsible behavior: 

● When the public is associated with a campaign, they get to know the seriousness of the 
work.  

● Because of this, a sense of ownership comes in the public towards any scheme or 
campaign 

Water Treatment: 

● When treated water is reused, fresh water is conserved, it benefits the whole ecosystem.  

● Hence water treatment and recycling is essential. 

Post COVID: 

● The Indian economy has continued its growth trajectory despite COVID19 pandemic and 
it is also estimated that by 2027, India will become the third largest economy in the world 
ahead of Germany and Japan.  
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Economy:  

● There is a direct connection between economic growth and the consumption of 
electricity and water.  

● From becoming a 3 to 5 trillion dollar economy and later a 10 trillion dollar economy, 
there is a need to discuss the water requirements and its availability at a macro level 
through such conferences. 

Government Efforts: 

● The ‘Per Drop More Crop’ campaign which began under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY) has helped bring more than 70 lakh hectares of land in the 
country under micro-irrigation so far. 

State Efforts:  

● The State of Madhya Pradesh is making a comprehensive water Policy that will be 
implemented soon. 

 

Significance 

● Awareness has improved through the efforts and initiatives taken by the Union and State 
governments.  

● The Jal Shakti Abhiyan launched by the Prime Minister, which brought together several 
organizations, Panchayats, NGOs, Celebrities etc., has started showing good results as 
can be seen through the ground water report released.  

● It has led to a reduction in the over exploited, critical and semi critical number of blocks 
while safe blocks have increased because more work needs to be done in this field with 
a focused approach. 

 

Challenges 

● India’s water availability of 4,000 BCM through various resources such as rain, glaciers 
or international basins, out of which, total harvestable component which is usable is half 
of this.  

● Climate change has affected rainfall patterns with scanty and erratic rainfall which has 
and continues to negatively impact this harvestable component.  

● Rapid urbanization, has increased demand of water and water pollution together have 
reduced the per capita availability of water from 5000 CM to 1500 CM and by 2047 it 
might further reduce to 1200 CM. 

● By 2047, our requirement is likely to surpass the availability of water and hence there is 
a need for this conference to be held with all the States to holistically discuss this issue, 
chalk out a roadmap to ensure preparedness and contingency planning.  

● Just like food is being calculated based on its nutritious value not weight, similarly water 
requirements need to be measured in a more holistic manner.  

● Increasing storage capacity through small storage facilities on the lines of Amrit 
Sarovars, is challenging.  
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● Storage capacity reduction of dams due to sedimentation of reservoirs needs to be 
worked on and initiatives need to be taken in this matter so as to ensure optimal 
utilization of reservoir capacity. 

● Also there is a need to work on demand side management along with uninterrupted 
supply. Contamination of water resources needs to be stopped. 

 

Way Ahead 

● It is the states’ efforts for water conservation which will go a long way in achieving the 
collective goals of the country. 

● The states must adopt the Centre’s Namami Gange Mission as a template and start 
similar campaigns for the conservation of rivers. 

● The states should adopt ways where the water budget is prepared at the panchayat level 
based on the quantity of water required in each village and the kind of work that can be 
done for it. 

● The states also need to involve the public in the campaigns related to water 
conservation. 

● More thrust must be laid on natural farming as positive effects of water conservation 
have been noticed in places where natural farming is practiced.  

● Crop diversification needs to be practiced but based on water availability. 

● The gram panchayats must prepare an action plan for the next five years where a 
roadmap ranging from water supply to cleanliness and waste management is 
considered.  

 

[2.14] Industrial Policy 2022 Make in India for the world 
Topic- Government Policies and Interventions [GS Paper-2] 

 

Context- Recently, the draft - Statement on Industrial Policy 2022 Make in India for the world - 
has been circulated to several ministries for their views and comments. 

 

Key Highlights of the Industrial Policy 2022 

● The Policy was prepared by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

● Various ways for wider access to finance for the industry are such as 

○ Setting up of a development finance institution in order to provide finance at 
competitive rates 

○ Considering using some part of foreign exchange reserves for certain funding. 
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Aim of the Policy  

● To address issues and challenges of industry through certain policy measures to foster 
and create an innovative and competitive industrial ecosystem in the country. 

 

Objectives: 

● To focus on competitiveness and capability;  

● Economic integration and to move up the global value chain;  

● To promote India as an attractive investment destination;  

● To nurture innovation and entrepreneurship; and  

● To achieve global scale, and standards. 

 

Made in India brand: 

● It could serve as a platform for manufacturers to demonstrate local value addition which 
can enhance the country's credibility as a source of quality products. 

● The scheme is making finance accessible to industry and for marketing the Made in 
India brand. 

 

Evolution of India’s Industrial Policy 

● The quest for industrial development started just after independence in 1947. 

● It will be the third industrial policy after the first in 1956 and the second in 1991.  

● The new policy is likely to replace the industrial policy of 1991 which was prepared 
against the backdrop of the balance of payment crisis. 

● The Industrial Policy Resolution of 1948 defined the broad contours of the policy 
delineating the role of the State in industrial development both as an entrepreneur as 
well as an authority.  

● Further this was followed by comprehensive enactment of Industries (Development & 
Regulation) Act, 1951 (referred as IDR Act) that provides for the necessary framework 
for implementing the Industrial Policy and enables the Union Government to direct 
investment into desired channels of industrial activity inter alia through the mechanism of 
licensing keeping with national development objectives and goals. 

● Economic reforms initiated since 1991 envisages a comparatively bigger role for private 
initiatives.  

 

 



 

46        www.vajiraoiasacademy.com 
 

Issues  

● The significant role of industrial policy has been consistently downplayed in developing 
countries outside of East Asia ever since the early 1980s after the growing dominance of 
the orthodox paradigm with well-known consequences in much of India, Latin America 
and also sub-Saharan Africa. 

● The Industrial policies are more focused on large firms  and many of the industries 
currently chosen to be under PLI (production linked incentives) are highly capital- and 
skill-intensive.  

● Even in Japan and South Korea, where industrial policy has been successful, it has 
often mainly helped large firms. 

● In a world of geo-political conflicts and supply chain disruptions, national security is 
considered a major goal. 

● Therefore sometimes resources are less allotted to the industrial sector. 

● Indian politicians and bureaucracy are also more comfortable with “top-down” over-
centralised policies. 

● The government had failed to instill confidence even as its policies till now had crippled 
the construction, manufacturing, real estate, pharma and other large contributors to the 
economy. 

● Lakhs of workers have lost job opportunities due to the retrogressive policies. 

● The role of industrial policy is not only to prevent coordination failures but also to avoid 
competing investments in such a capital-scarce environment. 

● Excess capacity further leads to price wars, adversely affecting profits of firms — either 
leading to bankruptcy of firms or slowing down investment, both happening often in India 
(witness the aviation sector) 

● Other issues include Imperfect information with respect to firm-level investments in 
learning and training; and lack of information and coordination between technologically 
interdependent investments.  

● Industry’s inadequate expenditure on research and development (R&D) and micro, the 
small and medium enterprises sector are facing tough competition from cheap imports 
from China and other countries. 

● Lack of human capital has been a huge constraint upon India historically being able to 
attract foreign investment (which Southeast Asian economies succeeded in attracting). 

 

Way Forward  

● The implementation of an integrated investment promotion strategy by involving district, 
state, national and international market synergies is required. 

● Providing performance-based loans and incentives for innovation and green growth 
should be ensured. 
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● Leveraging fintech and encouraging MSMEs in order to choose the corporate bond 
market. 

● Intellectual property rights must be accepted as collaterals for loans. 

● Rolling out social security schemes for women workers, and inclusion of labour-intensive 
industries under the production-linked incentive scheme can help deal with the adverse 
effects. 

● Supply chain financing must be enabled. 

● Microfinance institutions should be encouraged in order to form cooperative groups and 
finance micro-enterprises at affordable rates. 

● Incentivising public procurement to promote Make in India, creating a national digital 
grid, developing a robust data protection regime, setting up of a technology fund, and 
creating a task force in order to continuously identify skill gaps. 

● On nurturing innovation, the creation of innovation zones at the level of urban local 
bodies and the formulation of a national capacity development program must be done. 

 

 

 


