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[1.1] G4 Countries and its Call for UNSC
Reforms

[GS Paper 2 - Bilateral, Regional and Global
Groupings and agreements involving

India]

Context - The G4 grouping countries have expressed
their concerns stating that the intergovernmental
negotiations on United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) reforms are constrained by a lack of openness
and transparency.

The G4 countries comprises India, Japan, Brazil and
Germany which support each other’s bid for permanent
status seats on the UNSC Council.

About G4 Countries

 The primary objective of the G4 groupings is
to get the permanent member seat in the
United Nations Security Council. Since the
establishment of UNSC, all of these countries
have featured in the elected non-permanent
members on the Security Council at some
point of time.

 India was the USC President in August 2021
will preside over the council again for a month
in 2022. India, Norway, Kenya, Ireland and
Mexico had joined non-permanent members
Estonia, Niger, St. Vincent, Tunisia and
Vietnam and the five permanent members in
the Council for 2021.

 The economic and political influence of the
G4 nations have grown significantly in the last
few decades. Almost reaching a scope
comparable to that of the five permanent
members.

About UNSC

 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
is one of the six principal organs of the United
Nations, which is charged with the objective
of maintaining international peace and security
in the country.

 The powers endowed upon UNSC includes,
establishment of peacekeeping forces,
establishment of international sanctions,
authorization of military action through the
security council among others.

 It is the only body of the United Nations having
the authority to issue binding resolutions over
a member state of the UNO.

 The Council primarily consists of 15 members
with Russia, China, USA, UK and France
serving as its Permanent members. These P5
Members can veto any substantive UNSC
resolution, including those on the admission
of new member states for the Secretary-
General.

 The UNSC also has 10 permanent members
elected on a regional basis to serve two-year
terms. The Council’s presidency rotates on a
monthly basis among its members.

Deterrents in the G4 Cause

 The United Kingdom and France have
supported the G4 nations bid for permanent
status while all the permanent members have
supported India’s bid for permanent status.

 However, China had previously implied that
it is ready to support India’s bid for the
permanent seat only when it does not
associate its bid with Japan. Brazil's cause was
also backed by the United States albeit
without a veto.

Factors Holding them Back

 There exists a discontent among the present
permanent members with respect to inclusion
of controversial countries not supported by
them.

 Japan's bid for a permanent seat in UNSC is
strongly opposed by China, Russia and Korea
who believe that Japan needs to make sincere
reparations for their war crimes committed
during World War 2.
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 The countries that strongly oppose the G4
Nations bid have formed the Uniting
Consensus Movement or the Coffee Club,
under the leadership of Italy.

 Whereas in the Asian region, India’s bid for a
permanent seat at the UNSC is strongly
opposed by its neighbor Pakistan.

Why does India deserve a Permanent Seat?

 India has been a part of the United Nations
setup since its inception. It has the world’s
second largest population and is the world’s
largest democracy suited to perfectly
represent the whole of South Asia.

 As far as the economy is concerned, it has
recently surpassed the United Kingdom to
become fifth largest economy of the world
while India has also contributed the maximum
peacekeepers to the United Nations so far.

 India was offered to join the UNSC in the
past by both the superpowers, the US and
the then Soviet Union in 1950 and in 1955
respectively, However, India denied the offer
due to Cold war politics in that era. India, till
present has been elected for seven terms for
a two-year non-permanent member seat.

 The UN Security Council must adapt to the
evolving global conditions, not only to fulfill
its objective of maintaining international peace
but also to remain relevant.

Need for UNSC reforms

 The Security Council in its present form, is
not representative of the developing world and
the global need of the day. Its primary policy
of being a political puppet tool in the hands of
the Permanent Members is recognized
globally.

 The Veto Power endowed with the Permanent
Members, enables any one of them to prevent
the adoption of any substantive draft Council
Resolution regardless of its level of
international support.

 The UNSC was formed with a noble and
strong resolution to maintain international
peace thereby averting any world-war like
situations in future. But over the years, it has
become an organization which passes strong
resolutions among weak nations, weak
resolutions against strong nations and no
resolution against the permanent members.
This needs to change for the world order to
maintain global peace.

Conclusion

 The UNSC might lose its relevance, if it does
not reform itself in times to come. There is a
strong possibility that alternate global
groupings may assume greater significance
over the Security Council.

 The G4 and other nations might look to exert
more pressure for the expansion of the UN
Security Council but the abolition of veto
power in the current setup is highly unlikely.

[1.2] Future of Police Reforms in India

[GS Paper 2 - Various Security Forces and
Agencies and their Mandates]

Context - There is no denying the fact that the future of
India, to a great extent, is linked to Police Reforms and
if the nation is to progress to an extent of a great global
power, then there is no other alternative to radical
reforms in the police.

The Police in India is a constituted body of persons in
uniform who are empowered by the state to keep the
law and order intact. The powers provided to them
include arrest and the use of force.

Roles and Responsibility of Police

 The primary role of the Police is to function
as a law enforcement agency while rendering
impartial service to law, without any heed to
the wishes, indications or desires expressed
by the Government which either come in
conflict with or do not conform to the
provisions of the laws or the constitution.

 The Police is trusted to have a duly recognized
service-oriented role in providing relief to
people in distress situations. These Forces
should be duly trained and equipped to
perform all the required service-oriented
functions.

Issues with Police Institution in India

 Colonial Practice - The Police Act of 1861
is a symbol of the British Colonial Rule which
governs the sustainability and the functioning
of the police forces even today.

 Cost of Internal Security and Economic
Growth - The economic development of any
country depends on efficient law and order
and it can only be achieved by having a
professional police setup. As per the reports
released by Institute for Economic and Peace,
violence costs a country almost 7% of its GDP
in 2020.
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 Infiltration of People with Questionable
Background to Power - As per the reports of
the Association of Democratic Reforms, the
percentage of people with questionable
background at power in the Parliament is
growing significantly. It has gone up from 24%
in 2004 to 43% in the 2019 General elections.
This issue poses a significant challenge to
Police to take appropriate action against those
segments of people and their supporters who
have a shady background and who one day
will misuse the powers to their personal gains
which is bestowed upon them.

 Lack of Internal Security Doctrine - The
problems prevailing in the country are tackled
in accordance with the perception of the ruling
government at any given time and therefore
the police are not able to deal with the internal
security challenges as efficiently as they are
capable of.

 Increasing complexity of Organized Crimes -
The instances and events of organized crimes
have acquired international dimensions.
Newage cybercrimes are increasing leaps and
bounds whereas arms trafficking and drug
trafficking is beyond the scope of any borders
and are reported to increase in a geometrical
progression.

 Poor Human Resource and Infrastructure -
The biggest drawback for the Police Forces
is the lack of proper infrastructure while a
vacancy of more than 5 lakh personnel adds
to their woes.

Police Reforms in India: Measures to be Taken

 The Police reforms primarily aim to enhance
the efficiency, capability and adaptability of
the Police Forces according to time and
transforming culture, values and existing
practice of the Police culture. The Police
comes under the State List as per the Indian
Constitution.

 The Police Sensitization Module should be put
in place to explain the role of Police in the
society and it should aim at bringing about an
attitudinal change in Police specifically
pertaining to gender and power relations and
police behavior. This is highly essential to
increase the level of public confidence in Police
by upgrading the Police service delivery as
well as acting strictly to police misconduct.

 The Police Forces should be made
accountable to the law alone and should not
be let to work under the pressure of political
and financial clout.

 As per estimates, there is a reported vacancy
of almost 5 lakh personnel which needs to be
filled at the earliest. There lies huge lags and
scope of improvement in the transport,
communications and forensic departments as
well.

 There is also a need to improve housing
conditions for the in-service personnel. The
National Police Commission  in its Survey
reports has recommended 100% family
accommodation for all the non-gazetted police
personnel which stands at a lowly 31.24% at
present.

 The Police Performance is always adversely
impacted by long-working hours. The working
hours should be reduced to straight 12-hour
shifts and gradually reduced to 8-hour shifts
in order to improve efficiency.

Conclusion

The Police needs to defined with a new role and a new
philosophy away from the Victorian Era Rules to not
only make it an efficient capable body but also to be
accountable to the law of land and to the people for
whom they are serving.

[1.3] Future of Police Reforms in India

[GS Paper 2 - Various Security Forces and
Agencies and their Mandates]

Context - There is no denying the fact that the future of
India, to a great extent, is linked to Police Reforms and
if the nation is to progress to an extent of a great global
power, then there is no other alternative to radical
reforms in the police.

The Police in India is a constituted body of persons in
uniform who are empowered by the state to keep the
law and order intact. The powers provided to them
include arrest and the use of force.

Roles and Responsibility of Police

 The primary role of the Police is to function
as a law enforcement agency while rendering
impartial service to law, without any heed to
the wishes, indications or desires expressed
by the Government which either come in
conflict with or do not conform to the
provisions of the laws or the constitution.

 The Police is trusted to have a duly recognized
service-oriented role in providing relief to
people in distress situations. These Forces
should be duly trained and equipped to
perform all the required service-oriented
functions.
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Issues with Police Institution in India

 Colonial Practice - The Police Act of 1861 is
a symbol of the British Colonial Rule which
governs the sustainability and the functioning
of the police forces even today.

 Cost of Internal Security and Economic
Growth - The economic development of any
country depends on efficient law and order
and it can only be achieved by having a
professional police setup. As per the reports
released by Institute for Economic and Peace,
violence costs a country almost 7% of its GDP
in 2020.

 Infiltration of People with Questionable
Background to Power - As per the reports of
the Association of Democratic Reforms, the
percentage of people with questionable
background at power in the Parliament is
growing significantly. It has gone up from 24%
in 2004 to 43% in the 2019 General elections.
This issue poses a significant challenge to
Police to take appropriate action against those
segments of people and their supporters who
have a shady background and who one day
will misuse the powers to their personal gains
which is bestowed upon them.

 Lack of Internal Security Doctrine - The
problems prevailing in the country are tackled
in accordance with the perception of the ruling
government at any given time and therefore
the police are not able to deal with the internal
security challenges as efficiently as they are
capable of.

 Increasing complexity of Organized Crimes -
The instances and events of organized crimes
have acquired international dimensions.
Newage cybercrimes are increasing leaps and
bounds whereas arms trafficking and drug
trafficking is beyond the scope of any borders
and are reported to increase in a geometrical
progression.

 Poor Human Resource and Infrastructure -
The biggest drawback for the Police Forces
is the lack of proper infrastructure while a
vacancy of more than 5 lakh personnel adds
to their woes.

Police Reforms in India: Measures to be Taken

 The Police reforms primarily aim to enhance
the efficiency, capability and adaptability of
the Police Forces according to time and
transforming culture, values and existing
practice of the Police culture. The Police
comes under the State List as per the Indian
Constitution.

 The Police Sensitization Module should be
put in place to explain the role of Police in the
society and it should aim at bringing about an
attitudinal change in Police specifically
pertaining to gender and power relations and
police behavior. This is highly essential to
increase the level of public confidence in Police
by upgrading the Police service delivery as
well as acting strictly to police misconduct.

 The Police Forces should be made
accountable to the law alone and should not
be let to work under the pressure of political
and financial clout.

 As per estimates, there is a reported vacancy
of almost 5 lakh personnel which needs to be
filled at the earliest. There lies huge lags and
scope of improvement in the transport,
communications and forensic departments as
well.

 There is also a need to improve housing
conditions for the in-service personnel. The
National Police Commission  in its Survey
reports has recommended 100% family
accommodation for all the non-gazetted police
personnel which stands at a lowly 31.24% at
present.

 The Police Performance is always adversely
impacted by long-working hours. The working
hours should be reduced to straight 12-hour
shifts and gradually reduced to 8-hour shifts
in order to improve efficiency.

Conclusion

The Police needs to defined with a new role and a new
philosophy away from the Victorian Era Rules to not
only make it an efficient capable body but also to be
accountable to the law of land and to the people for
whom they are serving.

[1.4] Market Based Economic Dispatch Scheme

[GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy, Energy and
Infrastructure]

Context - The Market Based Economic Dispatch
Scheme is touted to be a game changing scheme
proposed by the Central Government in power sector
governance. But whenever there is a scheme carved
out for the power sector, a clash between the Centre
and States is imminent.

About the Scheme

 The MBED is primarily a new approach
towards power distribution to help the
distribution companies save costs and
transition to a new form of power market.
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 The scheme is a shift towards a centralized
framework which marks a departure from the
current decentralized and voluntary pool-based
electricity market.

 Under the MBED framework, the system wide
demand will be met by the dispatch of the cheapest
power from across the country. It is also believed
that the framework would ultimately lead to a
“Market Clearing Price.” The same framework
will also be generating significant savings for the
customers.

Present System of Power Distribution

 Under the present framework, each DISCOM or
the Distribution Company is bound by the
agreement under the Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA).

 That means, the DISCOMs can schedule power
only from its own PPAs, starting out with the
cheapest PPA and then gradually moving up. In
any case, it cannot schedule power from the PPA
of some other distribution company.

Drawbacks of the Present System

 Out of the 20 lakh crore stimulus package
announced during the COVID-19 pandemic, Rs
90, 000 crore was earmarked for the DISCOMs
only. Although called a stimulus, it was a loan in
real sense meant for the DISCOMs to pay off the
generators. The DISCOMs owe almost One Lakh
crore rupees to generators and without the
infusion, the chain would have collapsed.

 State Government turn out to be the biggest
defaulters who are responsible for an estimated
one-third of the trade receivables. Apart from that,
they were also not paying the subsidies either in
time or in full.

 The downfall in subsidy payments appears very
low on account of annual cash flow basis. For
instance, a sum of only about 1% cumulative unpaid
subsidies with modest carrying costs turns out
making the DISCOMs poorer by almost Rs 70,
000 crore in the past 10 years.

Advantages with MBED Scheme

 Centralized Approach - With the assistance of
the electricity exchanges, a centralized dispatch
of the power generated will be done. In the day
ahead market of the electricity exchange, each
discom and each generator will place a bid which
will give an idea about how much power is being
demanded and supplied and at what price.

 Pan-India Market - Through these bids, a
loan dispatcher will construct a pan India
demand and supply curve and its intersection
will determine the Market Clearing Price
(MCP). The generators with variable cost
below that of the MCP will be asked to
dispatch and all of them will receive the same
MCP irrespective of their bids. The
Generators with variable cost above that of
the MCP will sit idle.

 No Loss to DISCOM - The MBED
framework is designed in such a way that its
operation will not affect the current finances
of either the discoms or the generators owing
to the fixed costs of the generators which will
still be paid by the discoms outside the market
as determined by the regulator.

 Increasing Efficiency - With the adoption
of MBED, only the relatively efficient plants
will generate without affecting the revenues and
income of either the discoms or generators.
Therefore the total cost of generation under
the MBED framework would be less.

 Less Pollution - Owing to the Scheme, there
would be a decrease in the coal consumption
which effectively means less carbon dioxide
will be injected into the atmosphere.

 Easy Integration with Renewable - Less
pollution through this framework would also
mean that there will be less movement of coal
leading to decongestion of the railway tracks.
Furthermore, there will be enhanced
renewable balancing as the balancing area
would shift from state to the national level.

 Single MCP - Since, at present there are three
electricity exchanges in operation, there would
be three different determined MCPs. The need
of the hour is a single MCP for which there
will be an institution called the ‘Market
Coupler’.The job of the Coupler will be to
determine a national MCP based on the things
arrived at the three different exchanges.

Conclusion

The Power Distribution Companies or the DISCOMs
are in a way the sinkhole of Government finances.
Government budgetary support is required every year
for these loss-bearing companies. All the states and the
union territories, with due consultation should look to
adopt and implement the MBED Framework and save
their resources for other developmental activities.
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[1.5] Bay of Bengal and its Stressed Ecology

[GS Paper 3 - Environmental Pollution,
Degradation and Conservation]

Context - The Indian PM Narendra Modi had
announced the opening of the Centre for Bay of Bengal
Studies (CBS) at the Nalanda University during the
fourth BIMSTEC Summit.

With this announcement, India had once again reiterated
its commitment towards advancing constructive agenda
by forging connections and setting up platforms for all
those having stakes in the Bay of Bengal.

Importance of Bay of Bengal

 In the Indian Ocean, the Bay of Bengal has
become a major commerce hub and has been
able to create a conduit between the East and
West in terms of trade and culture.

 The realignment of global economic and
military power added with the Indo-Pacific
orientation is having a considerable impact in
the Bay of Bengal region.

 The lifelines for global economic security are
the key sea lanes of communication in this
area and are very crucial for powers of the
economies of many countries in this region
and their energy security. Other non-traditional
dangers like terrorism and climate change
change have become more prevalent in these
times.

 An opportunity for greater regional
cooperation in the environmentally friendly
exploration of marine and energy resources
is also provided by the Bay of Bengal while it
also possesses a biodiverse marine
environment.

 The Bay of Bengal receives freshwater from
some of the world’s largest river systems and
has given rise several geological characteristics
owing to it being a partially enclosed sea.

 Numerous rare and endangered marine
species and mangroves are endemic to the
Bay of Bengal which are essential to the
survival of the ecology and the fishing sector.

Why is Ecology in BOB under threat?

The Maritime environment of the Bay of Bengal is
changing rapidly as a result of the expansion of economic
and geopolitical influence by major powers.

 Economic competition along with political and
cultural engagement have taken on new
dimensions. More importantly, the Bay of
Bengal’s ecosystem is currently going through
an unprecedented crisis due to widespread
environmental exploitation and geopolitical
unrest.

 Species Extinction has severe consequences
on biodiversity and is a result of reckless
exploitation of the maritime environment. The
issues including population growth, altered
land use, excessive resource exploitation,
salinity and sea rise level and climate change
are exerting considerable strain on the Bay of
Bengal’s environment.

 The deterioration of the Bay of Bengal is
increased many folds by certain actions and
activities including - operational discharge
from small and medium feeder ships, shipping
accidents, oil spills, industrial waste, pollution,
accumulation of non-biodegradable plastic
matter etc.

 The Mangrove Forests are like the jewels of
the Bay of Bengal. But over the years, a dead-
zone has been formed owing to which the
mangrove trees that protect the shores from
the fury of nature are under more threat than
ever.

Possible Measures and Solutions

 More focused and inter-disciplinary study is
required on the issues of these regions for a
better knowledge of the challenges and
discovering strategies to overcome them for
the sustainable development of the region.

 With the foundation of Centre for Bay of
Bengal Studies (CBS), the Nalanda University
has already started the journey and provided
the nation with a unique research centre
dedicated to the focused teaching, research
and capacity building of the Bay of Bengal.

 It is highly essential that nautical neighbors
develop a partnership and cooperate because
of the maritime domain’s interrelated and
interdependent nature, transnational character
and cross-jurisdictional engagement of various
governments and diverse organizations.

 There are few other concerns that require
immediate attention including expansion of
cooperation in maritime safety and security,
enhancing cooperation and maritime
connectivity and the ease of maritime transit
while also boosting the possibilities of
investment in the maritime connectivity sector.

 The illegal activities need to be addressed
involving non-traditional threats and fostering
group efforts to reduce illicit , unreported and
unregulated fishing.

 Going further, regional maritime entities should
strive to balance opportunities and goals on a
national, regional and global scale. All the
littoral countries and their governments should
support and promote skill-building, research
and training.
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Conclusion

The nations in and around the Bay of Bengal region need
to mobilize their investments and manage maritime affairs
more effectively. Alternatives should be explored for all
related spheres. The most crucial aspect in protecting
the ecology of Bay of Bengal is the cooperation of all
member states for information gathering, sharing and
result-oriented actions.

[1.6] Chemical Fertilizers and its Indiscriminate
Use

[GS Paper 3 - Agriculture and Related Issues]

Context - Reducing the use of chemical pesticides has
long been a national priority given the genetic
modification of the human body and the prime loss of
biodiversity.

There have been several harmful effects of soil
environment, ground and surface water due to the
indiscriminate and continuous use of chemical pesticides
thereby reducing the productivity of soil and affecting its
health in terms of physical, chemical and biological
properties.

About Chemical Fertilizers

 Chemical Fertilizers or Pesticides are those
substances that provide the chemicals required
for the plant growth. It can be both organic or
inorganic. There are mixed fertilizers as well
which are a combination of three major
nutrients including nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium.

 The severe consequences of the misuse of
fertilizers include:
1. The excessive use of these fertilizers kills

all the microorganisms available naturally
in the soil and which are highly essential
for maintaining the soil health.

2. The fertilizer runoff causes water pollution
on a large scale whose sphere of impact
extends far beyond the farmer and the
fields. These chemicals easily get washed
away by water and cause pollution.

3. The chemical fertilizers also lead to the
release of harmful greenhouse gasses into
the atmosphere while also causing the
eutrophication of our present waterways.

4. The chances and cases of disturbances
caused to the kidney, lungs, liver etc
completely depends on the amount of
fertilizers consumed.

Status of Fertilizer Usage in India

 Phosphate based fertilizers, nitrogenous
fertilizers and other complex fertilizers are the
main products manufactured by the Fertilizer
industry in India. The standard ratio of N:P:K
should ideally stand at 4:2:1 but at present the
ratio is 8:2:3:2:1 i.e. the overuse of fertilizers
has ultimately led to numerous ecological
problems.

 It is estimated that the Indian states of Tamil
Nadu, Punjab and Haryana use more than 200
Kg/hectare chemical fertilizers in their farm
lands while the Northeastern states use less
than 10 Kg/hectare.

 A major portion of urea meant for agricultural
usage is diverted for industrial use via the black
market which forces almost 65% of the
farmers in states like Uttar Pradesh to buy
urea from the black market.

Reasons behind Misuse of Fertilizers

 There remains an evident lack of knowledge
leading to indiscriminate use of fertilizers and
pesticides in hope of better produce.

 In countries like India, the shopkeepers usually
sell farm chemical inputs from multiple different
companies and the business model involves
rewarding the shopkeepers with higher
margins for increasing sales. As a result, the
shopkeepers tend to provoke the farmers to
buy such chemicals which is not even a
necessity.

 Majority of individual farmers in India can
barely afford good quality and precise spraying
equipment for their farm lands leading to wrong
application and excessive usage.

 The transparency and accountability of such
usage remains inhibited in India due to lack of
real-time quality data, inadvertently making the
reduction in use of chemical fertilizers difficult.

 The basic government policy for fertilizers in
India states regulators should be independent.
But it is seen in the case of agricultural chemical
inputs that The same authorities and
apartments which advocate their usage, are
also the one that regulate the whole fertilizer
trade.

Measures to be Taken

 Adopting Service Oriented Business
Model - The current business model of the
chemical fertilizer and other input industry
should be transformed into a service industry.
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 Precision Spraying Equipment - As
individuals cannot afford the cost of precision
equipment, assistance should be provided in
availing them with the same.

 Better Advisory and Awareness -  For
better targeted farm advisory and grievance
redressal, the farming infrastructure should be
developed in the country. Furthermore,
awareness and knowledge centers need to be
developed to cater to this issue.

 Regulated Sale - A framework should be
developed under which all the farmers report
each of their farm chemical sales to the
government in real-time. Whereas there is also
a need to shift our focus towards bio-fertilizers
which are comparatively cheap, renewable
and eco-friendly to supplement the plant
growth.
 Improve Fertilizer Efficiency - The

country should focus on improving the
available fertilizer efficiency through a
need-based use rather than
broadcasting the fertilizers in the farm
lands.

Conclusion

In the past many decades, agricultural development has
primarily focused on the short term gains in productivity
and profitability. This has led to severe damage to soil
fertility, health and environment. The need of the hour is
to understand the issues and challenges to find
alternatives that can sustain the environment and feed
the growing population.
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[2.1] Topic- Art and Culture [GS Paper 1]

Context- Recently UNESCO has released a list of 50
exclusive and iconic heritage  textile crafts of India.

Key Highlights

 Among those listed textiles, Toda embroidery
and Sungadi from Tamil Nadu, Himroo from
Hyderabad, and Bandha tie and dye from
Sambalpur in Odisha are some of the
examples.

 Safeguarding Traditional Indian Textile lists the
histories and legends behind the textiles,
depicts the complicated and secret  processes
behind their making,  mentions the causes
for their dwindling popularity, and provides
strategies for their preservation.

 According to UNESCO, one of the major
challenges to the safeguarding of Intangible
Cultural  Heritage in South Asia is the
unavailability of proper inventory and
documentation.

 Some of the iconic handcrafted textiles
documented from north  India are Khes from
Panipat, Chamba rumals from Himachal
Pradesh, Thigma or wool tie and  dye from
Ladakh, and Awadh Jamdani from Varanasi.

 From the south, Ilkal and Lambadi  or Banjara
embroidery from Karnataka, Sikalnayakanpet
Kalamkari from Thanjavur have been
included.

 Kunbi weaves from Goa, Mashru weaves
and Patola from Gujarat, Himroo from
Maharashtra and Garad Koirial from West
Bengal also find a place among the 50 iconic
textiles included in  UNESCO.

 The UNESCO publication also includes
recommendations for the protection and
revitalization of the endangered textile crafts,
that cover both the broad-spectrum of issues
extending from policy to grassroot based
micro interventions.

Textiles of India

 The heritage of Indian textiles dates back to
the Indus Valley civilization, where homespun
cotton was used to weave clothes.

 Every region of India has its own typical textile
tradition.

 The rich Kanchipuram silk sarees of the South,
the muga and tussar silks of the north east,
the grand Banarasi sarees, the Chanderi cotton
and silks, the Pashmina and Shahtoosh shawls
of Kashmir, the brightly embroidered textiles
of Rajasthan and Kutch, the Phulkari work of
Punjab – each of them epitomize the richness
of India’s textile tradition.

 Indian silk and jute garments are famous all
over the world and the global demand for it is
increasing day by day.

 With the approach of modernity textile quality
continued to transform and gain complexity
over time.

 Thus, artistic textiles evolved, with extended
influence in other regions but however, they
never lost their uniqueness or embedded
cultural elements, resulting in a diversity of
designs, fabrics, and methods.

UNESCO

 UNESCO stands for United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization established in 1942 and it acts
as a specialized agency of the United Nations
(UN).

 It aims at building peace through international
cooperation in Education, Sciences and
Culture.

 UNESCO’s Headquarters are located in Paris
and it has 193 Members and 11 Associate
Members which is governed by the General
Conference and the Executive Board.

 Objectives of UNESCO
 To attain quality education for all and to

ensure lifelong learning
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 To mobilize science knowledge and to
make policy for sustainable development

 To address emerging social and ethical
challenges

 To foster cultural diversity, intercultural
dialogue and a culture of peace

 To build inclusive knowledge societies
through information and communication

 It also focuses on global priority areas
– “Africa” and “Gender Equality”.

UNESCO for Protecting Heritage and Fostering
Creativity

 It is a never-changing fact that no
development can be sustainable without a
strong cultural component.

 Hence UNESCO has been working on a
three-pronged approach to make culture
takes it rightful place in development
strategies and processes i.e.
 Spearheading worldwide advocacy for

culture and development.
 Engagement with the international

community to formulate clear policies
and legal frameworks

 Feasible work on the ground to support
governments and local stakeholders to
safeguard heritage, strengthen creative
industries and encourage cultural
pluralism.

[2.2] Topic- Government Policies and
Interventions [GS Paper-2]

Context-  Recently the Ministry of Communications
released a draft of the Indian Telecommunication Bill,
2022 for public opinion.

The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022

 The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill is a
government initiative to update the extant
regulatory framework in keeping with the
advancements and challenges in the sector.

 It was much needed as the three main
legislations that occupy this domain are
considerably outdated, with the most recent
of these having been enacted more than 70
years back. The legislations made in the past
are the Indian Telegraph Act enacted in
1885, the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act
enacted in 1933 and the Telegraph Wires
(Unlawful) Possession Act in 1950.

 The Indian Telecommunication Bill aims to
repeal these legislations and “restructure  the
legal  and  regulatory  framework” for the
telecommunications sector.

 For the first time in the Indian legal framework,
a specific provision enabling the government
to order suspension of internet power has
been included in the draft Bill.

 The draft bill also allows the TSP to exploit its
spectrum resource fully by enabling sharing,
trading, leasing, surrendering or returning
unutilised spectrum and it simplifies the process
for restructuring, merging or demerging

Consumer protection measures in the Draft Bill

 To cut down the ever increasing incidence of
spam calls and frauds, the draft Bill proposes
that the identity of the person communicating
using any form of telecommunication services
will be available to the user receiving such
communication.

 This will ensure that unlike now where only
the phone number of the person making the
communication is displayed, going forward the
name of the person would also be displayed.

 As per the Communications Minister, this
facility will not only be available for voice calls
but also for users of OTT communication
services.

 The draft Bill is committed to the licence
holders to identify the users of its service
through a verifiable mode of identification.

 To make sure that a user provides correct
details, the draft Bill penalises for providing
wrong identification details with a ?50,000 fine
and suspending the operation of the specific
mobile number or barring the person from
using the telecom service for a certain duration.

 Further, the Bill also provides  that commercial
communications which are advertising and
promotional in nature should be made only
with the prior consent of a subscriber.

 While the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) has previously issued the
“Telecom Commercial Communications
Customer Preference Regulations”  in 2018,
spam communications  and  sharing  of  contact
details without any safeguards continues to be
a serious concern.

 Its inclusion in the draft Bill takes it out from
the purview of TRAI and gives the government
the power to take necessary measures against
violators.
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The new draft Bill and TRAI

 The current draft considerably weakens
TRAI’s position in several ways reducing it
from a regulatory to a recommendatory body.

 Now the government would no longer be
required to seek recommendations from
TRAI before issuing licences.

 The draft also removes the power of TRAI to
requisition from the government information
or  documents that are necessary to make such
recommendations. Moreover,

 The Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) will no longer be required to refer back
to TRAI’s recommendations  for
reconsideration which it does not agree with,
as it was required to do previously.

 The removal of such powers would not be
keeping with international practice where
telecom regulators are furnished with a greater
degree of independence to ensure that
investor confidence and consumer protection
is maintained in the market.

[2.3] Topic- International Organizations and
Alliances [GS Paper-2]

Context- During the 42th Session of International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) Assembly in Montreal a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed
between International Solar Alliance (ISA) and ICAO.

Key Highlights

 The Memorandum of Understanding carries
forward the legacy of the International Solar
Alliance.

 It indicates a new beginning for solar energy
use in the global civil aviation sector.

 The joint efforts will enable the solarization of
the aviation sector across all Member States
of ISA.

 The MoU aims to check the growth of CO2
emissions in the Aviation sector, leading to
India’s Net Zero Targets.

 It will ensure providing information, providing
advocacy, capacity building and demonstration
projects.

 ICAO is targeting reducing carbon emissions
in the aviation sector through its numerous
initiatives and goals.

 In this initiative, Partnership between ISA and
ICAO through this MoU could not have come
at a better time, as it will trigger a range of
interventions towards developing the capacity
of States to use solar energy.

 The partnership agreement will work towards
providing information, providing advocacy,
capacity building and demonstration projects.

India’s Net Zero Target

 India is committed to achieve Net Zero Carbon
goal by 2070 in COP 26.

 India has set a target of installing 175 GW of
renewable energy of which 100 GW will be
solar energy by 2022 and reduction in
emission intensity by 33-35% by 2030, to let
solar energy reach the most unconnected
villages and communities.

 India and France together has invited other
nations to facilitate infrastructure for
implementation of solar projects.

 Cochin International Airport in India became
the world’s first fully Solar powered airport in
the world in 2015.

International Solar Alliance

 The International Solar Alliance (ISA) was
established in 2015 with its headquarter at
Gurugram, Haryana.

 It is an alliance of 109 signatory countries and
90 have ratified it, among which most of the
countries lie either completely or partly
between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic
of Capricorn.

 All member states of the United Nations are
eligible to join the alliance.

 The primary goal of the alliance is to work for
efficient consumption of solar energy to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.

 The alliance is the nodal agency for
implementing One Sun One World One Grid
(OSOWOG), which seeks to transfer solar
power generated in one region to feed the
electricity demands of others.

 The United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) has given Observer Status to the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) which will
help provide for regular and well-defined
cooperation between the Alliance and the
United Nations that would benefit global
energy growth and development.

International Civil Aviation Organisation

 The International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations established in 1944.
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 It came into force with the Convention on
International Civil Aviation which was signed
on 7th December 1944 in Chicago commonly
known as the ‘Chicago Convention’.

 It coordinates the principles and techniques
of international air navigation, and fosters the
planning and development of international air
transport to ensure safe and orderly growth.

 The headquarters of ICAO are located in the
Quartier International of Montreal, Quebec,
Canada.

 It has 193 member countries among which
India is also a part of the organisation.

[2.4] Topic- Agriculture and Environment [GS
Paper-3]

Context-  Rotterdam Convention has required the
International trade of two new hazardous pesticides i.e.
Iprodione and Terbufos for “prior informed consent”
(PIC) procedure.

Key Highlights-

 The recommendations were made by the
Chemical Review Committee at the 18th
meeting of the Chemical Review Committee
of Rotterdam Convention i.e. CRC 18 held
in Rome, Italy.

 The decision guidance documents on these
pesticides reported by the committee were
adopted at the meeting.

 CRC 18 has also recommended two other
pesticides, i.e. paraquat and methyl bromide,
to be listed in Annex III.

Annex III of Rotterdam Convention

 The CRC 17 had recommended these two
pesticides for listing in Annex III to the
Rotterdam Convention.

 Annex III includes pesticides and industrial
chemicals that have been banned or severely
restricted for health or environmental reasons
by two or more parties.

 After being recommended for Annex III, the
chemicals are further subjected to PIC
procedure.

 The Annex III list will consist of 54 chemicals
after Ipridione and Terbufos are added to it
during the 11th Conference of Parties to the
Rotterdam Convention.

Iprodione and Terbufos

 Iprodione, a fungicide used on vines, fruits,
trees and vegetables, has been notified as
carcinogenic and toxic for reproduction.

 Terbufos is a soil insecticide commonly used
on sorghum, maize, beet and potatoes and it
has also been found to pose risk to aquatic
organisms due to its toxicity.

 Both the pesticides used in agriculture are
known for their harmful consequences on
human health and the environment as well.

 The two chemicals are included in the PIC
procedure as “pesticides” based on the
decision guidance documents approved by the
chemical review committee.

 Iprodione was listed under ‘PIC procedure’
on the basis of regulatory actions to ban its
use, notified by the European Union and
Mozambique.

 Whereas Terbufos was listed on the basis of
the final regulatory actions to ban its use,
notified by Canada and Mozambique.

 Iprodione chemical was used to control fungal
diseases in carrots and lettuce in the EU which
was then banned in the region in March 2018.

 Disposal, storage, placing on the market and
use of existing stocks of plant protection
products containing iprodione is also
prohibited since 2018.

 In the EU, US and Australia, Iprodione is
considered very toxic to aquatic life with long
lasting effects and suspected of causing
cancer.

 The high-risk in the use of terbufos was
recently acknowledged in a study published
in the Nature journal in May 2022.

 India is among the largest exporters of
Terbufos as the use of Iprodione and Terbufos
chemicals was permitted by the 2015 Anupam
Verma committee report.

Rotterdam Convention

 Rotterdam Convention is an international
treaty designed to facilitate informed decision-
making by countries with regard to trade in
hazardous chemicals.

 The Convention on Prior Informed Consent
Procedures (PIC) entered into force in 2004
as a legally binding instrument.

 India joined the Convention in 2006.
 Its objective is to promote shared responsibility

and cooperative efforts among State Parties in
the international trade of certain hazardous
chemicals in order to protect human health and
the environment from potential harm.

 It also contributes towards the environmentally
sound use of these hazardous chemicals by
facilitating information exchange about their
characteristics, providing for a national decision
making process on their import and export, and
by disseminating these decisions to the Parties.
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[2.5] Topic- Art and Culture [GS Paper-1]

Context-  Recently the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) has discovered Buddhist caves and stupas, and
Brahmi inscriptions, dating back to the 2nd century, and
Hindu temples from the 9th-11th centuries, and possibly
the world’s largest Varaha sculpture also dating to the
same period, at the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in
Madhya Pradesh.

Key Highlights

 The exploration took place 84 years after the
last such effort in 1938 and by the recent
exploration a total of 46 new sculptures have
been reported.

 Many monolithic sculptures including the
Varaha sculpture of the 10 incarnations of
Lord Vishnu have been discovered by an ASI
at the national park earlier this year.

 Ten sculptures were already found and
reported in the previous ASI survey of 1938.

 The exploration in the Bandhavgarh area are
carried out in three phases, the first of which
was completed in the Tala range in May-June
this year and the next two phases will be
carried out in the Khitouli and Magadhi ranges
of the tiger reserve.

 In total 26 caves has been discovered which
are mostly Buddhist caves dating back to the
2nd and 5th centuries.

 The caves and some of their remains had
‘Chaitya’ (rounded) doors and stone beds
which depicts the features of Mahayana
Buddhism sites.

 There are in total 76 caves found in
Bandhavgarh, among which 50 are already in
the records since the last survey.

 Apart from this, the ASI team has excavated
24 inscriptions in Brahmi text dating back to
the 2nd-5th centuries.

 The inscriptions mention sites including
Mathura and Kaushambi, and Pavata,
Vejabharada and Sapatanaairikaa. The kings
they mention include Bhimsena, Pothasiri and
Bhattadeva.

 The remainings of 26 temples are dated back
to the Kalachuri period between 9th-11th
centuries.

 Also two Saiva mutts have also been
documented belonging to the Kalachuri
dynasty, which spread over parts of Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.

 Some remains of the Gupta period, such as
door jambs and carvings in caves, have also
been reported.

Archaeological Survey of India

 The Archaeological Survey of India is statutory
body responsible for the archaeological study
which works under the Ministry of Culture of
the Government of India.

 It regulates all archaeological activities
conducted in the country under the provisions
of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act (AMASR Act), 1958.

Functions of ASI

 To conduct archaeological excavations and
exploration

 To maintain, conserve and preserve the
protected monuments and archaeological sites
and remains of national importance

 It is also involved in the chemical protection
of monuments and antiquarian remains.

 To conduct the architectural survey of
monuments and also the epigraphical and
numismatic studies

 To set up site museums
 It is also responsible for conducting

archaeological expeditions outside India.
 To hold in horticultural operations in and

around archaeological sites

Bandhavgarh National Park

 Bandhavgarh National Park spread at
Vindhya hills of the Umaria district in Madhya
Pradesh was declared a national park in the
year 1968.

 The name Bandhavgarh given to the reserve
is due to the presence of an ancient fort which
is believed to be gifted by Lord Rama, to his
younger brother Lakshman and the region also
unveils the history to find the major dynasties
that ruled the Bandhavgarh regions including
Sengars, the Kalchuris and the Baghels.

 The National Park is situated on the extreme
north-eastern border of Madhya Pradesh and
the northern edges of the Satpura mountain
ranges.

 It consists of 32 hills with a large natural fort
in the centre of the park.

 The national park is divided into three major
zones i.e.
 Tala (rich in biodiversity for tiger

spotting)
 Magdi (Elephant shows are organized

here)
 Bamera

 The core zone of the national park is
composed of four other zones i.e. Magdhi,
Kallwah, Khitauli, and Panpatha.
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[2.6] Topic- Defence Technology [GS Paper-3]

Context-  Recently the DRDO has conducted two successful
test flights of the Very Short Range Air Defence System
(VSHORADS) missile from a ground based portable
launcher at the integrated test range, Chandipur, off the coast
of Odisha.

Very Short-Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS)

 The Very Short-Range Air Defence System is a
Man Portable Air Defence System (MANPAD)
which has been designed and developed
indigenously by DRDO’s Research Centre Imarat
(RCI), Hyderabad in collaboration with other
DRDO laboratories and Indian Industry Partners.

 This type of missile is inbuilt with many novel
technologies including miniaturized Reaction
Control System (RCS) and integrated avionics,
which have been successfully proven during the
tests.

 VSHORADS missile, which is meant for
neutralizing low-altitude aerial threats at short
ranges, is propelled by a dual thrust solid motor.

 The unique design of the missile including launcher
has been highly optimized to ensure easy portability.

Importance of the Missile

 As the new missile is equipped with modern
technologies it will give further technological boost
to the Armed Forces.

 Hence the missile will add a boost to the defence
mechanism of the country.

Reaction Control System

 A Reaction Control System (RCS) is a system
which is responsible for attitude control and
steering by the use of thrusters.

 This system is capable of providing small amounts
of thrust in any desired direction or combination
of directions.

 The RCS often uses combinations of large and
small (vernier) thrusters, to allow certain different
levels of response.

 A Reaction Control System is also capable of
providing torque to allow control of rotation (pitch,
yaw, and roll).

 The reaction control systems are used for attitude
control during different stages of a mission, station
keeping in orbit, close maneuvering during docking
procedures, control of orientation, or “pointing the
nose” of the craft, a backup means of deorbiting
and ullage motors to prime the fuel system for a
main engine burn etc.

Man Portable Air Defence System (MANPAD)

 Man Portable Air Defence Systems are short-
range, lightweight and portable surface-to-air
missiles which can be fired by individuals or
small groups in order to destroy aircraft or
helicopters.

 These Air defence systems help shield troops
from aerial attacks and these are most effective
for targeting low-flying aircraft.

 Man-Portable Anti-Tank Systems
(MANPATS) work in a similar manner as
MANPADS but they are used to destroy or
incapacitate military tanks.

 MANPADS have a maximum range of 8
kilometers and they are able to engage targets
at altitudes of 4.5 km.

 The first ever MANPADS of the world were
introduced by the United States and Soviet
Union in the 1960s.

[2.7] Topic- Health and Diseases [GS Paper-3]

Context-  Recently the 16th World Rabies Day was
observed on 28th September 2022 to raise awareness
about the world’s deadliest infectious disease and bring
together partners to enhance prevention and control
efforts worldwide.

Key Highlights

 World Rabies Day is celebrated every year
on 28th September to mark the death
anniversary of Louis Pasteur, the French
chemist and microbiologist, who developed
the first rabies vaccine.

 The first World Rabies Day (WRD) was
organised in 2007 by the two founding
partners i.e.
 Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC)
 Centre for Disease Control and

Prevention, Atlanta (CDC)
 The theme adopted for World Rabies Day

2022 is “One Health, Zero Death” and the
theme will highlight the connection of the
environment with both people and animals.

 Rabies control programmes of WHO offer a
great example for One Health implementation
and the structures and trust that underpin these
are crucial for other zoonotic diseases,
including those that are pandemic-prone.

Rabies

 Rabies is a viral disease which causes
encephalitis in humans and other animals.
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 The disease is caused by a Ribonucleic Acid
(RNA) virus that is present in the saliva of a
rabid animal (dog, cat, monkey, etc).

 It is invariably transmitted through a bite of an
infected animal which leads to deposition of
the saliva and the virus in the wound.

 At an instance when clinical symptoms appear,
rabies is virtually 100% fatal. The death of
the affected occurs in four days to two weeks
due to cardio-respiratory failure.

 In about 99% of cases, domestic dogs are
responsible for rabies virus transmission to
human bodies.

 The incubation period varies from 2–3 months
but it can also vary from 1 week to 1 year, or
rarely even more.

Symptoms

 The initial symptoms of rabies in many cases
are similar to flu and may last for a few days,
which includes; Fever, Headache, Nausea,
Vomiting, Anxiety, Confusion, Hyperactivity,
Difficulty swallowing, Excessive salivation,
Hallucinations, Insomnia etc.

 The symptoms eventually progress to delirium,
and coma which leads to death usually within
2 to 10 days after first symptoms.

Treatment

 The primary treatment to deal with rabies is
to remove the virus from the wound as early
as possible by immediately washing the wound
with water and soap followed by application
of antiseptics that reduce chances of nerve
infection.

 Rabies can also be prevented by adopting
certain precautions like vaccinating pets,
staying away from wildlife, and seeking
medical care after potential exposures before
symptoms start.

India’s Initiatives for Cure Against Rabies

 National Action Plan for Dog Mediated
Rabies Elimination by 2030
 The programme is a multi-pronged

strategy based on One Health Approach.
 The concept of One Health indicates that

the health of people is closely related
with the health of animals, plants and their
shared environment.

 Hence in the One Health approach, a
number of  sectors communicate and
work together at the local, regional,
national, and global levels with the goal
of achieving optimal health outcomes.

 The aim of the programme is to achieve zero
human deaths due to dog-mediated Rabies
by 2030.

 Through this the government introduced cost-
effective public health intervention techniques
to improve accessibility, affordability, and
availability of post-exposure prophylaxis to
all people in need.

 Local health organisations are spreading the
awareness among people by improving
understanding of rabies through advocacy,
awareness, education and operational
research.

 The programme provides coordinated support
for the anti-rabies drive with the involvement
of community, urban and rural civil society,
government, private sectors and international
partners.

[2.8] Topic- International Relations [GS Paper-2]

Context- Asian Palm Oil Alliance (APOA) to be set up
by Edible oil trade associations from five palm oil
importing countries in South Asia i.e. India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal.

Key Highlights

 The apex solvent extractors associations of
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Nepal have initiated the establishment of
APOA.

 In future the membership will be further
expanded to include other select companies
or industry organisations operating in the
production and refining of palm oil in Asia.

 APOA would be soon joined by the palm oil
producing industries from Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand.

 The secretariat of APOA will be initially
managed by The Solvent Extractors’
Association (SEA) of India.

 In the first General Body Meeting of the
APOA, Atul Chaturvedi, Director of Adani
Wilmar Ltd, who is also serving as the
President of SEA, was elected as the first
Chairman of the APOA.

 The formation of the body empowers several
Asian countries for whom palm oil is a source
of affordable food and nutrition.

 It is also expected to safeguard the economic
and business interests of the palm- oil
consuming countries and create a level playing
field for all fats and oils used in food, feed and
oleochemicals in Asia.
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 The APOA will further work towards the
growth in consumption of sustainable palm oil
in member countries.

 The Asian markets are responsible for about
40% of global demand, whereas Europe
accounts for about 12% of the market, and
the US for 2%.

 India is the largest importer of Palm oil in the
Asian region and accounts for 15% of global
imports and China with 9%, Pakistan with 4%
and Bangladesh with 2% of the global imports
are the other significant countries with a stake
in palm oil production and trade.

 However, the industry associations of Asian
palm-oil importing countries, unlike their
counterparts in the EU, are not involved in
shaping the global dialogue on sustainable
palm oil in a collective way.

 The APOA members held a meeting with the
10-member delegation from the Indonesian
Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs
and Indonesia, the Indonesian Palm Oil
Association (GAPKI) and the Indonesian
Sustainable Palm Oil (ISPO) Secretariat to
explore joint research to scientifically
demonstrate the health benefits of palm oil and
also launch joint consumer campaigns in Asian
markets.

Significance of APOA

 The launch of APOA is expected to bridge
the gap and it will also be helpful in developing
a shared, collective, coordinated and coherent
position of the Asian palm oil industry
stakeholders.

 In the coming years, it is believed that APOA
will emerge as one of the most vital forums to
address common problems, interests and
aspirations of the global palm oil industry.

 The rising economic status of Asia will further
boost the regional demand for palm oil.

 As Asia has a key role to play in sustainable
palm oil, thus the creation of APOA will
support and accelerate the transition towards
a sustainable and inclusive palm oil industry in
Asia which will foster Asia’s position as
sustainability leader.

 The role of APOA is significant in the facilitation
of collective and coordinated efforts of both
Asian palm oil- producer countries and Palm
oil consuming countries for sustainable palm
oil.

Palm Oil in Global Supply Chain

 Palm oil is the world’s most consumed
vegetable oil, used extensively in the
production of detergents, plastics, cosmetics,
and biofuels.

 Indonesia and Malaysia together account for
almost 90% of the global palm oil production,
with Indonesia producing the largest quantity.

 Whereas top consumers of the commodity are
India, China, and the European Union (EU).

 India’s annual imports of edible oil is around
13-14 million tonnes (MT).

[2.9] Topic- Government Policies and
Interventions [GS Paper-2]

Context- To tackle the rapidly declining water table
threatening to push many regions into drought, the Union
government launched a mobile application namely
Jaldoot

Key Highlights

 The application is jointly developed by the
Union Ministry of Rural Development and the
Panchayati Raj Ministry in order to monitor
the underground water levels across the
country.

 The app will be used for capturing the water
level of selected two-three wells in every
village.

 The water levels in these open wells will be
measured twice a year i.e. from May 1 to May
31 during the pre-monsoon time, and from
October 1 to October 31 for post-monsoon
levels.

 To maintain transparency, the officers assigned
to measure have been instructed to upload
the geotagged photographs through the app
each time the measurement is done.

 The mobile app will work both in online and
offline mode to ensure that lack of internet
connectivity does not come in the way of the
exercise.

 Thus water level can be measured even
without internet connectivity and captured
data will be stored in mobile and when mobile
comes in the connectivity area, data will
synchronize with the central server.

 The regular data to be input by the ‘Jaldoots’
would be integrated with the database of the
National Water Informatics Centre, which will
be utilised for analysis and help in conservation
efforts.
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 The State governments and gram panchayats
will involve themselves towards systematically
collecting groundwater level data and
assimilation of the same in the central digital
database for analysis.

 Also the data generated by this process will
help the government in better planning and will
provide the right assessment of the problem
at hand.

 Certain government reports like Water level
report, Monsoon Report and Registered user
report are available at Jaldoot web portal.

Need for the Application

 The government has taken many steps to
improve the water management system both
in the rural and urban areas, through
watershed development, afforestation, water
body development and renovation, rainwater
harvesting and so on.

 However, the unconcerned use of
groundwater, as well as the utilization of
surface water sources has reached censorious
levels in many parts of the country, resulting in
significant decline of water levels causing
distress to the community, including farmers.

 Therefore measurement and observation of
the levels of water tables across the country
is necessary. So as to keep records the
government has come up with the app.

Other government Initiatives for Water Conservation

 National Water Policy (2012)– It has been
formulated by the Department of Water
Resources, RD & GR, which advocates
rainwater harvesting and conservation of
water and highlights the need for augmenting
the availability of water through direct use of
rainfall

 Central Ground Water Authority
(CGWA)- CGWA has been constituted under
Section 3 (3) of the “Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986” for the regulation and control of
ground water development and management
in the Country.

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan- It has been launched in
2019 with focus on five aspects i.e.
 water conservation through rainwater

harvesting
 renovation of traditional and newly

formed  water bodies
 reuse of water and recharging of water

structures

 watershed improvement
 intensive afforestation
 Drinking Water Sanitation

 Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY)- It is a Rs.6000
crore scheme with World Bank funding, for
the purpose of sustainable management of
ground water with community participation is
being taken up in the identified over-exploited
and water stressed areas fall in the States of
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh.

 Master Plan for Artificial Recharge to
Groundwater 2020- It has been prepared
by CGWB in consultation with States/UTs
which is a macro level plan indicating various
structures for the different terrain conditions
of the country.

Also National Water awards has been instituted by the
Department of Water Resources, RD & GR in order to
incentivize good practices in water conservation and
ground water recharge.

[2.10] Topic- Judiciary [GS Paper-2]

Context-  Recently a three-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court has referred to a higher Constitution Bench the
issue of giving meaningful opportunity to those found
guilty of a capital offense to present mitigating factors
and circumstances so that they can better plead for a
life term instead of a death sentence.

Key Highlights

 The referral is based on an argument that the
process of same-day sentencing is hopelessly
tilted against the accused.

 The Bench said that the State is provided with
an opportunity to present aggravating
circumstances against the accused throughout
the duration of a trial.

 In this case the accused is able to produce
evidence showing mitigating circumstances in
their favour, only after their conviction.

 However it was necessitated due to a
difference of opinion and approach amongst
various judgments, on the question of whether,
after recording conviction for a capital offence,
under law, the court is obligated to conduct a
separate hearing on the issue of sentence.

 There are also contradictory judgments on
when and how the sentencing hearing must
take place mainly on whether it is necessary
to hold the hearing on sentencing on a
subsequent day and not on the day of the
conviction.
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 The issue is concerned with giving meaningful
opportunity to those found guilty of a capital
offence to present mitigating factors and
circumstances so that they can better plead
for a life term instead of a death sentence.

 The matter in the court mainly arises from the
legal requirement that whenever a court
records a conviction, it has to hold a separate
hearing on the quantum of sentence.

Judgments of the Court

 Section 235 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) provides that in case the
accused is convicted, the judge will hear the
accused on the question of sentence and then
pass sentence. This process is crucial if the
conviction for an offence is related to either
death or life imprisonment.

 Similarly Section 354(3) of the CrPC says
that when there is death Penalty or
imprisonment for life, the judgment will have
to state the reason for why the sentence was
awarded. And for death sentences, “special
reasons” will have to be provided in the
judgment.

 In ‘Bachan Singh v State of Punjab’, 1980,
the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality
of capital punishment on the condition that the
punishment will be awarded in the “rarest of
the rare” cases.

 Crucially, the judgement also stressed that a
separate sentencing hearing would be held,
where a judge would be persuaded on why
the death sentence need not be awarded.

 In ‘Mithu v State of Punjab’, a 1982 ruling
by a five-judge Bench made  mandatory death
sentence as it falls foul of the right of an
accused to be heard before sentencing.

Capital Punishment

 Capital Punishment is the most severe form
of punishment or legal death penalty which is
awarded for the most heinous and grievous
crimes against humanity.

 There are certain offences under Indian Penal
Code, for which the delinquents can be
sentenced to capital punishment such as
 For committing Murder under Section

302
 Dacoity with murder under Section 396
 Involvement in Criminal Conspiracy

under Section 120B
 Waging war against the Government of

India or attempting to do so under
Section 121

 Abatement of mutiny under Section 132
etc

 The term capital punishment is sometimes used
interchangeably with death penalty, though
imposition of the penalty is not always
followed by execution, sometimes capital
punishment can be commutated into life
imprisonment or pardoned by the President
under Article 72 of Indian Constitution.

Way Forward

 Further judgments of the court will effectively
settle the debate on whether the fast-tracked
hearings by trial courts awarding death
sentences in a matter of days in some cases is
legally tenable.

 The ruling could also act as a significant step
in raising the bar further in awarding the death
sentence.

 The focus is not only on eliminating the criminal
but also on elimination of the crime.

The purpose of punishment in criminal law, in a broader
perspective, is to achieve the goals of an orderly society.
Hence there is a need to ensure the restoration of peace
and prevent future occurrences of crimes by balancing
the competing rights of the criminal and the victim.

[2.11] Topic- Government Policies and
Interventions [GS Paper-2]

Context-  About 4.37 lakh Anganwadi Centres have
set up Poshan Vatikas under various interventions of
the Ministry of Women and Child Development jointly
(MWCD) with the Ministry of Ayush.

Key Highlights

 The 5th edition of Rashtriya Poshan Maah is
being celebrated from 1st to 30th September
2022 by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development.

 With the main focus on “Mahila aur Swasthya
” and “Bacha aur Shiksha ”, Poshan Maah is
to be seen as Poshan Panchayat through Gram
Panchayats.

 Under ongoing Poshan Maah 2022, various
steps for setting-up Poshan Vatikas with
backyard poultry and fishery units are being
taken across the country.

 So far, 1.10 lakh medicinal saplings have also
been planted across some of the selected
districts of 6 States.

Poshan Maah

 The Rashtriya Poshan Maah is celebrated
during the month of September every year
under POSHAN Abhiyaan.
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 It includes activities which focus on antenatal
care, optimal breastfeeding, anemia, growth
monitoring, girls’ education, diet, right age of
marriage, hygiene and sanitation and healthy
diet.

 The activities are based on Jan Andolan
Guidelines which deals with social and
Behavioural Change Communication
(SBCC).

 SBCC means the strategic utilisation of
communication approaches to promote
changes in knowledge, attitudes, norms,
beliefs and behaviours.

Poshan Vatika

 Poshan Vatika is a small piece of land where
the people of the house grow vegetables so
that all in the family specially children and
women should not become victims of mal-
nutrition.

 Its main objective is to secure supply of
nutrition through organically home-grown
vegetables and fruits and at the same time
ensuring that the soil must also remain healthy.

 Plantation drives for Poshan Vatikas will be
engrossed by all the stakeholders in the space
available at anganwadis, school premises and
gram panchayats.

Poshan Abhiyan

 POSHAN Abhiyaan stands for Prime
Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic
Nutrition (POSHAN) Abhiyaan also known
as National Nutrition Mission and it was
launched by the government on March 8,
2018.

 The Abhiyaan targets to reduce stunting,
undernutrition, anemia and reduce low birth
weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum
respectively.

 The aim of the mission is to bring down stunting
among children between the age group 0-6
years from 38.4% to 25% by 2022.

 POSHAN Abhiyaan ensures service delivery
and interventions by using advanced
technology, behavioural change through
convergence and also it lays-down specific
targets to be achieved across different
monitoring parameters.

 Under the Mission, Swasth Bharat Preraks
to be placed as one in each district for
coordinating with district officials and enabling
fast and efficient execution of the Abhiyaan
across the country. Swasth Bharat Preraks
will also function as a catalyst for fast tracking
the implementation of the Abhiyaan.

POSHAN 2.0

 The government has merged various
programmes with similar objectives such as
Supplementary Nutrition Programme and
POSHAN Abhiyaan under one framework
named as Mission POSHAN 2.0 in order to
create synergies in operations and adopt an
integrated approach in the nutrition services
mechanism.

 The POSHAN 2.0 Abhiyaan ensures
concurrence of all nutrition related schemes
of the Ministry of Women and Child
Development on the target population.

 The Abhiyaan will also ensure convergence
of certain other programmes.

 Software based tracking of nutritional status
will be done through ICDS-CAS.

 The Abhiyaan will act as a Jan Andolan where
mass involvement of people is desired.

 A community-based event will also be
organised once a month in order to create
awareness and address issues.

 Front line workers will be given incentives for
better performance.

 Incremental Learning Approach to be adopted
to train 21 thematic modules and the training
will be given by Master Trainers to front line
workers.

 A call centre will be set up for providing
assistance to public grievances.

Importance of Poshan Abhiyan

 According to NFHS-5 in the period of 2019-
21, 35.5% of children below five years were
stunted and 32.1% were underweight.

 It shows the highest spike in anaemia was
reported among children aged 6-59 months
from 67.1% (NFHS-5) from 58.6% (NFHS-
4, 2015-16).

 Also the Global Nutrition Report (GNR,
2021) shows that India has made no progress
on anaemia and childhood wasting.

 Over 17% of Indian children under 5 years of
age are affected by childhood wasting.

 Human capital consists of the knowledge,
skills, and health that people accumulate over
their lives, enabling them to realize their
potential as productive members of society
and India ranks 116 among 180 countries in
the Human Development Index.

 Hence certain government intervention like the
POSHAN Abhiyaan is a must for the
development of human capital in the country.

Way Forward

 Growth driven measures are important to
address the perennial issues of malnutrition and
food insecurity in the country.
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 The necessary step is to make structured, time-
bound and location-specific strategies with due
consideration to the effects of socioeconomic
factors and impact of the pandemic.

 It is also important to formulate a comprehensive
approach that will address the different sectors
and dimensions of nutrition.

[2.12] Topic- Science and Technology [GS Paper-
3]

Context- The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) has successfully launched its
Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) mission.

Key Highlights

 NASA’s DART (Double Asteroid Redirection
Test) has successfully crashed into the asteroid
Dimorphos making the mission possible.

 It is expected that the impact of the crash will
alter the asteroid’s orbit.

 It is the first Kinetic Impactor Method of
planetary defence, where a DART spacecraft
has crashed into the atmosphere of the asteroid
Dimorphos.

 The Kinetic Impactor Method includes
sending one or more large, high-speed
spacecraft into the path of an approaching
near-earth object. This will deflect the asteroid
into a different trajectory, steering it away from
the Earth’s orbital path.

 Data obtained from DART’s crash will be
compared to the data from various computer
simulations run by scientists in order to find
out if the kinetic impactor method will remain
a viable option in case of an actual threatening
asteroid.

 The exact mass of Dimorphos is still unknown
but it is estimated to be around five billion
kilograms whereas the DART spacecraft
weighs around 600 kilograms.

DART Mission

 Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) is
a low-cost spacecraft used for a space mission
of NASA.

 DART has two solar arrays and it uses
hydrazine propellant for navigating the
spacecraft.

 It carries about 10 kg of xenon which is used
to demonstrate the agency’s new thrusters
called NASA Evolutionary Xenon Thruster–
Commercial (NEXT-C) in space.

 The new thruster, NEXT-C gridded ion
system provides a combinat ion of
performance and spacecraft integration
capabilities that make it uniquely suited for
deep space robotic missions.

 The spacecraft uses a high-resolution imager
called Didymos Reconnaissance and Asteroid
Camera for Optical Navigation (DRACO).

 Images from DRACO will be sent to Earth in
real-time which will help study the impact site
and surface of the target asteroid Dimorphos.

 DART also includes a small satellite or
CubeSat named LICIACube i.e. Light Italian
CubeSat for Imaging of Asteroids).

 LICIACube is used to capture images of the
impact and the impact crater formed as a result
of the collision.

Objectives of the Mission

 The mission is launched in order to test the
new technology to be prepared in case an
asteroid heads towards Earth in the future.

 The goal is to test the newly developed
technology that would allow a spacecraft to
crash into an asteroid and change its course.

 A small moonlet called Dimorphos has been
set as the target of the spacecraft.

 Dimorphos orbits a larger asteroid named
Didymos.

 As DART is a suicide mission; the spacecraft
will be completely destroyed in the space.

 The goal of the mission is to determine the
level of impact by DART in altering the
moonlet’s velocity in space by measuring the
change in its orbit around Didymos.

 It is expected that the collision will change the
speed of Dimorphos by a fraction of one
percent.

 It will also alter the moonlet’s orbital period
around the larger asteroid by several minutes
which will be enough to be observed and
measured by telescopes on Earth.

[2.13] Topic- Science and Technology [GS Paper-
3]

Context- The  Union  government  has held a meeting
with the tech  giants  in order to make  smartphones
compatible  with its home grown navigation system
NavIc.

Key Highlights

 The central government has proposed to
provide support for the indigenously
developed navigation system NavIC in all
made-in-India smartphones.

 Some of the companies raised concern over
embedding NavIC support will incur additional
costs as the present chipsets are tuned to
support frequency band, which is suitable for
US navigation system GPS and Russian
navigation system GLONASS.
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 ISRO has planned to launch a satellite in
2024-25 which will support the L1 band that
supports GPS and GLONASS.

 The chipsets of mobile phones at present
support the L1 band whereas NavIC is
available in the L5 band.

 However a tentative timeline of January 2025
has been proposed for supporting NavIC in
domestically manufactured smartphones.

 In the current scenario, only a few chipsets
including Snapdragon mobile platforms 720G,
662, and 460 support NavIC technology.

 The proposal is part of the government’s
objective to reduce dependence on foreign
technology.

Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC)
Technology

 It is an autonomous regional satellite navigation
system, also known as Indian Regional
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS),
developed by ISRO.

 NavIC has been designed to provide accurate
position information service to users in India
as well as the region extending up to 1500
km from its boundary.

 It is delineated to provide mainly two types
of services i.e.
 Standard Positioning Service (SPS)

which is provided to all the users.
 Restricted Service (RS) which is an

encrypted service provided only to the
authorised users.

 The IRNSS System is anticipated to provide
a position accuracy of better than 20 m in the
primary service area.

 At present the system consists of 7 active
satellites located at a distance of approximately
36,000 Km among which 3 satellites are in
Geostationary Orbit (GEO) and 4 satellites
are in inclined Geosynchronous Orbit (GSO).

Satellite Systems of other countries

 Global Positioning System (GPS) –The
United States

It is the world’s most used GPS system, operational
from 1978. Constellation of 32 satellites.

 GLONASS – Russia

It provides global coverage and constitutes a total of 26
satellites.

 Galileo – European Union

It became operational in 2016, with a constellation of
30 satellites.

BeiDou – China

Presently it provides regional coverage of the Asia-
Pacific region, and plans to provide global coverage by
2020. It has a total of 35 satellites.

 Quasi-Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) –
Japan

It is a regional satellite system covering Japan and the
Asia-Oceania region. It has a total of 4 satellites and 7
to be launched in future.

[2.14] Topic- Social Justice [GS Paper-2]

Context- With the aim of eradicating child marriage,
Nayagarh district of Odisha has adopted a unique
initiative by meticulously recording information on all
adolescent girls in the district.

Key Highlights

 As per the child marriage prevention goals of
Odisha, the State aims to eradicate child
marriage by 2030.

 The Aliva programme was launched in January,
2022.

 Anganwadi workers are asked to keep
records of every adolescent girl in their
jurisdiction.

 The record includes details about adolescent
girls- birth registration date, Aadhaar, family
details, skill training, etc., in registers named
Aliva available in the Aanganwadi centres of
the district.

 The age of the girl needs to be approved by
the local school head master, father, supervisor
and Child Marriage Prohibition Officer
(CMPO).

 As per the current records, the district has
registered information of 48,642 adolescent
girls in the Aliva registers.

 When there will be any warning about child
marriages, district administration and the police
refer to registers for ascertaining proof of girls’
age.

 The district has planned to maintain the record
for a period of 10 years-2020 to 2030.

Significance of the programme

 The Aliva registers are so far the most
comprehensive ones that keep records on girls’
lives for 10 years.

 The register plays a vital role for law
enforcement agencies, as parents attempt to
lie about the age of their girls to escape
punishment.

 Though the register was conceptualised to
prevent child marriages, it has also been very
important for tracking the health of girls
especially if they are anaemic.
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Child Marriages in India

 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
records suggest that each year, at least 1.5
million minor girls get married in India, which
makes it home to the largest number of child
brides in the world  accounting for one third
of the global total.

 According to National Family Health Survey-
5, 23.3% women surveyed got married before
attaining the legal age of 18 years, less than
that of 26.8% reported in NFHS-4.

 Whereas the figure for underage marriage
among men is 17.7% (NFHS-5) and 20.3%
(NFHS-4).

 States like West Bengal and Bihar, with
around 41% such women each, had the
highest prevalence of girl child marriage.

 Child marriages are lowest in certain states
like J&K, Lakshadweep, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Goa, Nagaland, Kerala, Puducherry
and Tamil Nadu, according to NFHS-5.

 The maximum decline in the proportion of
underage marriages was observed in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Haryana.

Government Laws and Initiatives to Prevent Child
Marriage

 As per the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, sets
18 years as the minimum age of marriage for
the bride and 21 years as the minimum age
for the groom.

 In Muslim laws, the marriage of a minor who
has attained puberty is considered valid.

 The Special Marriage Act, 1954 also mentions
18 and 21 years as the minimum age of
consent for marriage for women and men
respectively.

 Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
replaced the Child Marriage Restraint Act,
1929 which was enacted during the British
era, defines a child to mean a male below 21
years and female below 18 years.

 However, if the consent is taken by fraud,
deceit or if the child is enticed away from his/
her lawful guardians, and if the sole purpose
is to use the child for trafficking or other
immoral purposes, marriage would be void.

 The law envisages preventing child marriage
with punishments of rigorous imprisonment for
two years and/ or fine of Rs. 1 lakh.

 The Act also provides for the appointment of
CPMO whose duties are to prevent child
marriages and spread awareness regarding it.

 Now the government of India is thinking of
raising the age of marriage for women in India
from 18 to 21 years, describing the potential
for huge public health rewards and real
advantages at both the individual and societal
levels, in the form of ending or reducing child
marriage, if marriage is postponed.

[2.15] Topic- International Organizations [GS
Paper-3]

Context- Foreign Ministers of the Quad group of
countries i.e. India, the U.S., Australia, and Japan met
at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) to
sign a Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) partnership into effect.

Key Highlights

 The External Affairs Ministers of Australia,
India and Japan and the Secretary of State of
the United States have signed the Guidelines
for the ‘Quad Partnership on Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) in the
Indo-Pacific’ which was announced by Quad
Leaders earlier in Tokyo on 24 May 2022,
as part of a shared vision for a free and open
Indo-Pacific that is inclusive and resilient.

 The signing of these Guidelines indicates a
significant moment in Quad cooperation, which
traces its origin from the 2004 ad hoc Tsunami
Core Group which catalyzed international
response efforts in the aftermath of the tsunami
that devastated many countries in the region.

 The Partnership is designed in such a way to
respond to the vulnerabilities of the Indo-
Pacific region and it will serve as a dedicated
framework for Quad partners to coordinate
their disaster response operations in the region.

 The mechanisms under the partnership will
supplement their capacity and capability,
interoperability and operational synergy to
undertake HADR operations.

 The needed response operations will be guided
on the basis of core principles of humanity,
neutrality and impartiality as outlined in the
United Nations General Assembly Resolution
46/182 on the provisions of humanitarian
assistance.

 A request for international assistance is also
required before Quad partners may act in
coordination under the Partnership.

 Quad partners may provide joint or
coordinated individual assistance in crisis
preparation or alert, crisis-response or post
crisis review phases.

 Any humanitarian action will be carried out
with maintaining respect for the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and national unity of the
affected state.

 Under the partnership, Quad partners will
focus on promoting gender equality and
women’s and girl’s empowerment, ensuring
persons with disabilities are agents and
beneficiaries of humanitarian action, and by
ensuring indigenous people, minority groups
and persons in vulnerable situations are not
left behind.
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 The guidelines also shouts for zero tolerance
for inaction on tackling Sexual Exploitation,
Abuse and Harassment (SEAH).

 As the world is going through a difficult period
listing the Ukraine conflict and climate events,
hence it is especially important for the Quad
to further the “constructive agenda” it had set
for itself and work together to deliver public
goods.

 Other initiatives announced such as STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) fellowship, an economic
framework with other partners (presumably
a reference to the Indo Pacific Economic
Framework), and a maritime domain
awareness.

 The Partnership will coordinate HADR
operations with the UN and other international
agencies and donors, regional and local
governments, public and private organisations,
and non-government organizations for the best
interest of humanity.

QUAD

 QUAD indicates the grouping of four
democracies i.e. India, Australia, the US, and
Japan.

 All four nations bear a common notion of being
democratic nations and also support the
common interest of unhindered maritime trade
and security.

 It aims at ensuring and supporting a free, open
and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

 The idea of Quad was first brought up by
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007.

 However, the idea couldn’t be executed as
Australia left the idea apparently due to
Chinese pressure.

 Finally in 2017, India, Australia, the US and
Japan, came together and formed the
quadrilateral coalition known as QUAD.

[2.16] Topic- Important International Institutions
[GS Paper-2]

Context- On the sidelines of the 76th session of the
UN General Assembly, the G-4 countries stressed on
‘urgent need’ for reform in the U.N. Security Council
(UNSC).

Key Highlights

 It was felt necessary that the UN decision-
making bodies need to be urgently reformed
as global issues are increasingly complex and
interconnected.

 Further, the G4 countries recapitulated their joint
commitment to work toward text-based
negotiations that lead to Reformed Multilateralism.

 The countries also highlighted that the General
Assembly did not make any meaningful
progress in the Intergovernmental Negotiations
(IGN) and lacked transparency.

 They stressed on their support for African
countries being represented in a permanent
and non-permanent capacity.

 The Ministers agreed on the need for an
intense role and presence of developing
countries and of major contributors to the
United Nations to amplify the capacity of the
Council to respond effectively to the complex
and evolving challenges on questions of
international peace and security.

Group of Four(G-4) Nations

 The G4 is a grouping of Brazil, Germany, India
and Japan in order to support each other to
become permanent members of the United
Nations Security Council.

 The United Nations has five permanent
members with veto power in the Security
Council i.e. China, France, Russia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

 Whereas the G4 countries are regularly elected
for two-year terms to the Security Council as
non-permanent members by their respective
regional groups and in the 24-year period from
1987 to 2010, Brazil and Japan were elected
for five terms each, Germany for four terms
and India for four terms.

 The G4 nations traditionally meet on the
sidelines of the annual high-level UN General
Assembly session stressing on the need for
including them as permanent members.

Need for Reforms in the UNSC

 The UN represents a larger world but it has
only 5 permanent members in its important
body.

 The current composition of the Security
Council constitutes the post-World War II
realities and thus it is not in pace with the current
changing balance of power in the world.

 At the time of the formation of the UNSC,
big powers were given certain advantages to
become a part of the council. It was necessary
at that time for its proper functioning as well
as to avoid failure of the League of Nations.

 The regions like far East Asia, South America,
and Africa do not have representation in the
permanent membership of the council.

India’s demand for Permanent Membership of the
UNSC

 For the first 40 years since the UN Security
Council was formed, India never asked for
permanent membership.
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 Even in 1993 when India submitted its written
proposal to the UN in response to the General
Assembly resolution related to reforms, it did
not specifically state if it wanted permanent
membership for itself.

 But from the last few years, India has started
demanding for permanent membership in the
security council.

 Also in many terms India deserves a
permanent place in the council considering the
size of its economy, population and the fact
that it is the largest democracy in the world.

 India has turned into a major player not only
in Asia but also in the world.

 The Security Council can be a more representative
body if India would become a permanent member.

Need for India

 With veto power, permanent members enjoy
enormous powers. For instance since 2009,
India was trying to designate Masood Azhar
as a global terrorist. One veto power of China
kept delaying it.

 Hence if India becomes a permanent member
of UNSC then it will be able to work better
for its interests.

 India’s presence as a permanent member will
act as a boost towards its rise as a global
power, ready to perform a key role in the
council’s objectives of international peace and
security.

 Also it will enable India to enjoy the ‘prestige’
associated with the permanent membership
of the council.

United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

 The UN Security Council was established by
the United Nations charter in 1945, with the
primary responsibility of maintaining
international peace and security.

 The Security Council consists of 15 members
among which there are five permanent
members i.e. the United States, the Russian
Federation, France, China and the United
Kingdom. These members have veto power
in the council.

 The non-permanent members of the Security
Council are elected  by the United Nations
General Assembly  for a term of two years.

 Each member of the Security Council owns
one vote. Decisions of the Security Council
on matters are made by an affirmative vote of
nine members including the concurring votes
of the permanent members. But it needs all
the permanent members to agree on the
resolution in order to pass it.

 Any member of the United Nations which is
not a member of the Security Council can
participate, without vote, in the discussion of
any question brought before the Security
Council whenever the latter considers that the
interests of that member are specially affected.

Way Forward

 Global power pecking orders are changing
and the P5 i.e., the permanent members needs
to realize that this is high time to initiate UNSC
reforms.

 The declining powers should either give away
their membership or should expand the size
of the UNSC, opening the doors for new
emerging global powers.

 Other reforms might succeed earlier than the
expansion of P5 as none of the powerful
nations wants to expand the table and share
their pie with another nation.

 In the case of India it needs to focus on
strengthening itself economically, militarily &
diplomatically in order to participate in major
conversations and groupings so that the
UNSC will itself deem India fit to become a
part of the UNSC


