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[1.1] Sustainability of Agri-Exports in India

[GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy, Agriculture and
Related Issues]

Context - In the fiscal year 2021-22 (FY22), agri-
exports scaled an all-time high of $50.3 billion,
registering a growth of 20 per cent over the preceding
year.

Contributing Factors

• The all-time high agri-export was made
possible largely by rising global commodity
prices, but also by the favorable and
aggressive export policy of the Ministry of
Commerce and its various export promotion
agencies like APEDA, MPEDA, and
commodity boards.

• Sustainability issue: From a strategic point of
view, an important question that arises is how
sustainable is this growth in agri-exports, given
India’s resource endowments and the
country’s domestic needs?

• To answer this question rationally, let us first
look at the composition of agri-exports.

Composition of agri-exports

• Among the several agri-commodities
exported in FY22, rice ranks first with exports
of $9.6 billion in value (with 21.2 million metric
tonnes (MMT) in quantity).

• It is followed by marine products worth $7.7
billion (1.4 MMT), sugar worth $4.6 billion
(10.4 MMT), spices worth $3.9 billion (1.4
MMT) and bovine (buffalo) meat worth $3.3
billion (1.18 MMT) (see figure).

• Concerns with Rice and Sugar: Of these, two
commodities, rice and sugar, are water
guzzlers and serious thought should be given
to their global competitiveness and
environmental sustainability.

Competitiveness and Environmental Sustainability
concerns

• India’s exports of 21 MMT constituted
41% of a global rice market of 51.3
MMT.

• Low export price: When most of the
other commodity prices were surging in
global markets, the price of rice (Thailand
supplies 25 per cent) collapsed by about
13 per cent from $484/tonne in April
2021 to $429/tonne in April 2022, largely
due to India’s massive exports.

• This means that India had to export a
greater quantity of rice to get the same
amount of dollars. In trade theory, it is a
classic case for levying the optimal export
tax of 5 to 10%.

• Optimal export: India should optimally not
go beyond 12 to 15 MMT of rice
exports, else the marginal revenue from
exports will keep falling.

• Subsidized water: Taking an average of
about 4,000 litres of water per kg of rice,
and assuming that half of this percolates
into groundwater, exporting 21MMT of
rice would mean the virtual export of 42
billion cubic meters (m3) of water.

• Sugar is another water guzzler, whose
exports touched 10.4 MMT in FY22.

• Subsidies crossing WTO limits: It was
backed partly by subsidies (including
export subsidy) that crossed the 10 per
cent limit mandated by the World Trade
Organization, bringing India into a dispute
with other sugar exporting countries at
the WTO.

• However, from a sustainability point of
view, we must note that exporting one
kg of sugar amounts to roughly exporting
2,000 litres of virtual water. That means
in FY22, India exported at least 20 billion
m3 of water through sugar exports.



2 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com

• So, by exporting 21 MMT of rice and 10
MMT of sugar in FY22, India exported at
least 62 billion cubic meters of virtual water.

• Much of this water is extracted from
groundwater — as is being done in much of
the Punjab and Haryana belt (for rice), where
the water table is receding by 9.2 metres and
7 meters over the last two decades (2000-
19), and in Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
for sugar. This can lead to a water disaster.

• Anthropogenic methane emission: Rice
production systems are among the most
important sources of anthropogenic methane
emissions, contributing to 17.5% of GHG
emissions generated from agriculture (2021).

• This is all because of the distortionary policies
of free power and highly-subsidized fertilizers,
especially urea.

Way forward

• AWD and DSR: Innovative farming practices
such as alternate wetting drying (AWD),
direct seeded rice (DSR) that can save up to
25-30% water and micro-irrigation that can
save up to 50 per cent irrigation water, could
be game-changing technologies in reducing the
crop’s carbon footprint.

• Switching to other crops: The real solution lies
in incentivising the farmers to switch some of
the area under rice and sugar cultivation to
other, less water-guzzling crops.

• Haryana has come up with two schemes,
Mera Pani, Meri Virasat and Kheti Khaali,
Fir Bhi Khushali. A closer evaluation of non-
basmati rice exports brings out another
interesting fact.

• The unit value of these exports was just $354/
tonne, which is below the MSP of rice ($390/
tonne). One possibility is that a substantial part
of the supplies through the PDS and PM Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) are leaking
out and swelling rice exports.

• Introduce the option of direct cash transfer:
From a policy angle, it may be high time to
introduce the option of direct cash transfers
in lieu of almost free grains under the PDS
and PMGKAY. This will help plug leakages
as well as save costs.

Conclusion

The best way to tackle this upcoming environmental
disaster would be to support farmers smartly, by giving
them aggregate input subsidy support on a per hectare
basis and freeing up the input prices of fertilizers and
power to be determined by market forces and their costs
of production.

[1.2] The Debate on Abortion

[GS Paper 3 - Medical Education]

Context - Around 36 million women across the US are
on the verge of losing their right to legal abortion. A draft
document, leaked a couple of weeks ago, suggests that
the Supreme Court has decided to overturn the 1973
Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortion across
the country.

The Roe vs. Wade case

• Roe, short for Jane Roe, is the pseudonym
for a Texas woman who in 1970 sought to
have an abortion when she was five months
pregnant.

• Texas then had ban on abortions except to
save a mother’s life. The case then went to
the US Supreme Court (SCOTUS).

• The 7-2 majority opinion of the SCOTUS
written in 1973, paved the way for the
recognition of abortion as a constitutional right
in the US considering foetal viability.

Key Takeaways from Right to Abortion Judgment

Based on the Roe vs Wade case, the framework of
regulations that applied towards the right to abortion:

1. Almost no limitations could be placed on that
right;

2. Only limitations to abortion rights that were
aimed at protecting a woman’s health were
permitted; and in the third trimester,

3. State governments had greater leeway to limit
the right to abortion except for cases in which
the life and health of the mother were
endangered.

About the Debate

The abortion debate is the ongoing controversy
surrounding the moral, legal, and religious status of
induced abortion. The sides involved in the debate are
the self-described “pro-choice” and “pro-life”
movements.

1. Pro-choice emphasizes the woman’s choice
whether to terminate a pregnancy.

2. Pro-life position stresses the humanity of both
the mother and foetus, arguing that a fetus is a
human person deserving of legal protection.
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Arguments Against the Judgment

• Fetuses feel the pain: If the foetus is
beyond 20 weeks of gestation, gynaecs
assume that there will be pain caused to the
foetus.

• Biblical gospel: The Bible does not draw a
distinction between fetuses and babies. By the
time a baby is conceived, he or she is
recognized by God.

• Abortions cause psychological damage:
Young adult women who undergo abortion
may be at increased risk for subsequent
depression.

• Abortions reduce the number of
adoptable babies: Instead of having the
option to abort, women should give their
unwanted babies to people who cannot
conceive. Single parenthood is also gaining
popularity in the US.

• Cases of selective abortion: Such cases
based on physical and genetic abnormalities
(eugenic termination) is overt discrimination.

• Abortion as a form of contraception: It is
immoral to kill an unborn child for
convenience. Many women are using abortion
as a contraceptive method.

• Morality put to question: If women become
pregnant, they should accept the responsibility
that comes with producing a child. People
need to take responsibility for their actions
and accept the consequences.

• Abortion promotes throwaway culture:
The legalization of abortion sends a message
that human life has little value and promotes
the throwaway culture.

• Racial afflictions: Abortion disproportionately
affects African American babies. In the US,
black women are 3.3 times as likely as white
women to have an abortion.

Arguments in favor of the Judgment

• Upholding individual conscience and
decision-making:  The US Supreme Court
has declared abortion to be a fundamental
right guaranteed by the US Constitution.

• Reproductive choice empowers women:
The choice over when and whether to have
children is central to a woman’s independence
and ability to determine her future.

• Foetal viability occurs post-birth:
Personhood begins after a foetus becomes
“viable” (able to survive outside the womb)
or after birth, not at conception. Abortion is
the termination of a pregnancy, not a baby.

• No proof of foetal pain: Most neuroscientists
believe that the cortex is necessary for pain
perception. The cortex does not become
functional until at least the 26th week of a
foetus’ development.

• Preventing illegal abortions: Access to
legal, professionally-performed abortions
reduces maternal injury and death caused by
unsafe, illegal abortions.

• Mother’s health: Modern abort ion
procedures are safe and do not cause lasting
health issues such as cancer and infertility.

• Child’s health: Abortion gives pregnant
women the option to choose not to bring
fetuses with profound abnormalities to full
term.

• Prevents women’s exclusion: Women who
are denied abortions are more likely to
become unemployed, to be on public welfare,
to be below the poverty line, and to become
victims of domestic violence.

• Reproductive choice protects women
from financial disadvantage: Many women
who choose abortion don’t have the financial
resources to support a child.

• Justified means of population control:
Many defends abortion as a way to curb
overpopulation. Malnutrition, starvation,
poverty, lack of medical and educational
services, pollution, underdevelopment, and
conflict over resources are all consequences
of overpopulation.

Way forward

• A search for the middle path, perhaps the right
of a woman to choose what to do with the
foetus has to be balanced with the right of the
foetus to survive.

• It is only that a foetus does not have the ability
to exercise an option while the person who
carries it does.

• There could be no two opinions that a victim
of rape shall be allowed the choice to abort.

• Rather than banning abortion, lawmakers must
focus on counselling, employment security,
social welfare, and financial support to
persuade pregnant women to give birth to their
children.

• We must achieve some degree of protection
for the unborn by obtaining voluntary
recognition of personal responsibility and
respect for the personhood of the unborn.
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[1.3] QUAD and its Implications for the World
Order

[GS Paper 2 - Global Groupings, Bilateral
Agreements involving India]

Context - The leaders of four countries — India, the
U.S., Australia, and Japan — are meeting for the second
in-person summit of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
or Quad in Tokyo.

The ongoing Russia-Ukraine crisis has triggered
geopolitical shifts, driven up global inflation, and affected
supply chains amid a slew of western sanctions on
Moscow. In March this year, Quad leaders discussed
the situation in Ukraine in an unscheduled virtual meeting
called by US President Joe Biden.

About QUAD

• The Quad is an informal multilateral grouping
of India, the U.S., Australia, and Japan aimed
at cooperation for a free and open Indo-Pacific
region.

• The region, composed of two oceans and
spanning multiple continents, is a hub of
maritime trade and naval establishments.

• While not stated explicitly by the leaders, a
major basis for the grouping is to check China’s
growing influence in the region.

• After the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004
wreaked havoc in the region now called the
Indo-Pacific, India stepped up its rescue
efforts.

• India provided assistance to its maritime
neighbours: Sri Lanka, the Maldives and
Indonesia. Soon, the disaster relief effort was
joined by three other naval powers — the
U.S., Australia and Japan.

• Then US President George W. Bush
announced that the four countries would set
up an international coalition to coordinate the
massive effort. While the charge of the rescue
operations was handed over to the United
Nations shortly after, it led to the birth of a
new framework: the Quadrilateral or Quad.

Development of present day QUAD

• Then Japanese PM Shinzo Abe had been
promoting the idea of an “arc of prosperity
and freedom”. This brought the Quad countries
closer together, further developed the concept
and discussed it with then PM Manmohan
Singh during a summit in December 2006.

• The 2007 Indo-U.S. Malabar naval exercises
also saw the partial involvement of Japan,
Australia and Singapore.

• The exercises and coordination were seen by
China as an attempt to encircle it, which termed
the grouping as trying to build “an Asian
NATO”.

• The Quad lost momentum post the 2007
meeting as the effort “dissipated amidst member
leadership transitions.

• The grouping was only revived an entire decade
later in 2017, at a time when all four countries
had revised their assessment of the China
challenge; and India had witnessed the Doklam
standoff.

• Leaders of all four countries met in the
Philippines for the ‘India-Australia-Japan-U.S.’
dialogue, not referred to as a Quad dialogue
to avoid the notion of a “gang-up”.

Objectives of QUAD

• Coming together to foster a free and open
Indo-Pacific formed the bedrock of
cooperation.

• Now it commits to promoting the free, open,
rules-based order, rooted in international law
and undaunted by coercion, to bolster security
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.

• Emphasis was laid on “rule of law, territorial
integrity, freedom of navigation and overflight,
peaceful resolution of disputes, and democratic
values” in the region.

Various initiatives of QUAD

• Quad leaders launched the Quad Vaccine
Initiative (QVI) with the aim of manufacturing
and distributing at least a billion COVID-19
vaccines for the Asia region by the end of 2022.

• As for emerging technologies, the four countries
aimed to work on the development and
diversification of 5G telecommunications.

• They aim for creation of supply chains for
critical minerals and technologies for making
semiconductors used in smartphones, another
area where China is a leader.

• Quad nations had also agreed to build joint
connectivity projects and transparent
infrastructure funding for countries in the region.

• The Quad also created a working group for
combating climate change which would oversee
efforts to  foster green shipping by
decarbonising maritime supply chains and
promoting the use of clean hydrogen.
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Future Initiatives - QUAD

• The Leaders will review the progress of Quad
initiatives and Working Groups, identify new
areas of cooperation and provide strategic
guidance and vision for future collaboration.

• The Quad summit is expected to discuss the
Russian war in Ukraine, and the impact of three
months of Western sanctions.

• The US also unveiled the ‘Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework’ (IPEF) which is a
programme to bind countries in the region more
closely through common standards.

• Quad members also launched a maritime
monitoring plan to curb illegal fishing in the Indo-
Pacific.

Challenges and Way Forward

• How to deal with China thus remains the central
question for Quad. Each Quad member views
the Chinese threat differently.

• For Australia too, trade was the biggest issue
until the recent establishment of a Chinese
military base in the Solomon Islands brought a
new dimension.

• Japan and India are closest to China, and both
face belligerent Chinese claims to territory. The
security build-up of QUAD is also yet to
materialize.

[1.4] US-Taiwan Relations in Contemporary
World

[GS Paper 2 - International Relations]

Context - The US President made a controversial
statement on whether the US will come to the aid of
Taiwan militarily in case of an invasion by China.

Background of the Taiwan Issue

• Taiwan is an island territory located off the
coast of mainland China, across the Taiwan
Strait.

• After their defeat to the communist forces in
the Chinese civil war (1945-1949), the ruling
Kuomintang (Nationalist) government of China
fled to Taiwan.

• They transplanted the Republic of China
(ROC) government in Taiwan, while the
Communist Party of China (CPC) established
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in the
mainland.

• Since then, the PRC considers the island as a
renegade province awaiting reunification by
peaceful means, if possible.

• Meanwhile, the ROC retained its membership
at the United Nations and its permanent seat at
the UN Security Council (UNSC).

• The cross-strait relations became strained as a
result of the Cold War, with the PRC allying
itself with the Soviet Union (USSR) and ROC
with the U.S. This resulted in the two Taiwan
Strait crisis of the 1950s.

One-China Principle and USA

• With the shifting geopolitics of the Cold War,
the PRC and the U.S. were forced to come
together in the 1970s to counter the growing
influence of the USSR.

• This led to the US-China rapprochement
demonstrated by the historic visit of then US
President Richard Nixon to PRC in 1972.

• The same year, the PRC displaced ROC as
the official representative of the Chinese nation
at the UN.

• Diplomatic relations with the PRC became
possible only if countries abided by its “One
China Principle” — recognizing PRC and not
the ROC as China.

Rise of Taiwan

• Taiwan transitioned from a single party state to
a multi-party democracy.

• At the same time that China reformed its
economic system under Deng Xiaoping, and
by the end of the Cold War they became
economically entangled.

• Nevertheless, they continue to compete for
international recognition and prepare themselves
for the worst possible scenario.

• The very foundation of the US rapprochement
as well as its recognition of the PRC is a mutual
understanding on the Taiwan question.

• This has been outlined in three documents —
the Shanghai Communique (1972), the
Normalization Communique (1979) and the
1982 Communique.

• According to the 1972 communique, the US
agreed to the ‘one China principle’, with an
understanding that it “acknowledges” and “does
not challenge” that all Chinese on either side of
the Taiwan Strait.
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• It maintained that there is one China and Taiwan
is a part of China. However, the US also
established unofficial relations with Taiwan
through this communique in the name of the
people of both the countries.

Significance of the Issue

• As Taiwan’s democracy flourished, the popular
mood drifted towards a new Taiwanese identity
and a pro-independence stance on sovereignty.

• The past decade has seen considerable souring
of ties across the Strait, as the Democratic
People’s Party (DPP) became the most
powerful political force in Taiwan.

• The DPP government has been catering to the
pro-independence constituency in Taiwan and
seeks to diversify economic relations away
from China.

• China has always seen Taiwan as a territory
with high geopolitical significance. This is due
to its central location in the First Island Chain
between Japan and the South China Sea, which
is seen as the first benchmark or barrier for
China’s power projection.

China’s Obsession with Taiwan

• Taiwan is in China's geostrategic calculus.
Moreover, its reunification will formally bury
the remaining ghosts of China’s “century of
humiliation”.

• China under Xi Jinping seems to have lost its
patience and currently sees very slim chances
of a peaceful reunification.

• China usually makes aerial transgressions in
Taiwan’s Air Defence Identification Zone
(ADIZ).

• Also, this build-up of tensions is happening
simultaneously and drawing parallels with the
Russo-Ukrainian conflict.

Changing US Strategy towards Taiwan

• The US strategy towards Taiwan in light of the
unresolved nature of the cross-Strait relations
has been marked by what has been called
“strategic ambiguity”.

• This is under the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA)
of 1979. As per the TRA, the US has stated
clearly that the establishment of bilateral
relations with the PRC rests upon “the
expectation that the future of Taiwan will be
determined by peaceful means”.

• It also states the US policy to maintain the
capacity to resist any resort to force or other
forms of coercion that would jeopardize the
security, or the social or economic system, of
the people on Taiwan.

• Hence, there is no clear guarantee here that
the US will be militarily involved in a situation
where China attempts to invade Taiwan, short
of supplying “defensive weapons' '.

Way Forward

• The US has for long utilized this strategic ambiguity
with its own interpretation of the ‘one China
principle to maintain its strategic interests in the
Western Pacific. It is in this context that Mr.
Biden’s statements have caused controversy.

[1.5] SC Recognises Sex Work as a ‘Profession’

[GS Paper 1 - Role of Women and Women
Organization, Social Empowerment]

Context - In a significant order recognising sex work
as a “profession”, the Supreme Court has directed that
police should neither interfere nor take criminal action
against adult and consenting sex workers.

SC Judgment

• Sex Work is a profession whose practitioners
are entitled to dignity and equal protection under
law.

• Criminal law must apply equally in all cases,
on the basis of ‘age’ and ‘consent’.

• It need not be again said that notwithstanding
the profession, every individual in this country
has a right to a dignified life under Article 21 of
the Constitution, the court observed.

• The order was passed after invoking special
powers under Article 142 of the Constitution.

• It is clear that the sex worker is an adult and is
participating with consent, the police must
refrain from interfering or taking any criminal
action.

• The Bench ordered that sex workers should
not be “arrested or penalised or harassed or
victimised” whenever there is a raid on any
brothel.

• Since voluntary sex work is not illegal and only
running the brothel is unlawful.

• Basic protection of human decency and dignity
extends to sex workers and their children, the
court noted.
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• A child of a sex worker should not be
separated from the mother merely on the
ground that she is in the sex trade, the court
held.

• Further, if a minor is found living in a brothel or
with sex workers, it should not be presumed
that the child was trafficked.

Crimes against sex workers

• The court ordered the police to not discriminate
against sex workers who lodge a criminal
complaint of offence committed against them
is of a sexual nature.

• Sex workers can also be victims of sexual
assault should be provided every facility
including immediate medico-legal care.

• The court said media should take “utmost care
not to reveal the identities of sex workers,
during arrest, raid and rescue operations.

Prostitution in India

• According to the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
prostitution in its broader sense is not really
illegal per se.

• But there are certain activities which constitute
a major part of prostitution that are punishable
under certain provisions of the act, which are:
1. Soliciting prostitution services in public

places
2. Carrying out prostitution activities in

hotels
3. Indulging in prostitution by arranging for

a sex worker
4. Arrangement of a sexual act with a

customer

Challenges faced by Sex Workers

• Stigma and Marginalization - This is
experienced as the major factor that prevents
women in sex work from accessing their rights.

• Denial of basic amenities - Due to this
discrimination, women in sex work have been
denied safety, proper healthcare, education and,
most importantly, the right to practice the
business of making money from sex.

• Risks of violence - People in sex work are
not only at a higher risk for violence, but they
are also less likely to get protection from the
police—often the very perpetrators of this
violence.

• Backwardness -: Illiteracy, ignorance and fear
of the medical establishment make it difficult for
women to access healthcare.

• Health hazards - Current discourse on HIV/
AIDS has served to further stigmatize sex
workers by labeling them as “vectors” and
“carriers” of the disease.

Constitutional Protections

• The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1986 is
an amendment of the original act. As per this
act, prostitutes are to be arrested if they are
found soliciting their services or seducing others.

• Furthermore, call girls are prohibited from
making their phone numbers public. They can
be punished for up to 6 months along with
penalties if found doing so.

• Article 23 of the Indian Constitution, amended
in 2014, includes the following provisions:
1. Prohibition of human trafficking and forced

labour.
2. Traffic in human beings and bears and other

similar forms of forced labor are prohibited
and any contravention of this provision shall
be an offense punishable in accordance
with the law.

3. Nothing in this article precludes the State
from imposing compulsory service for
public purposes, and the State shall not
discriminate solely on the basis of religion,
race, caste, or class, or any combination
thereof, in imposing such service.

• Prostitution is not illegal in our country, but
soliciting and public prostitution are.

• Owning a brothel is also illegal, but because
places like GB Road are already in place, these
laws are rarely enforced.

Changes after SC Judgment

• Sex workers will be accorded equal legal
protection. If a sex worker reports a criminal/
sexual or other type of offence, the police will
take it seriously and act in accordance with the
law.

• If a brothel is raided, the sex workers involved
will not be arrested, penalised, harassed, or
victimised.

• Any sex worker who is a victim of sexual assault
will be given all of the same services as a survivor
of sexual assault, including immediate medical
attention.
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• Police will be required to treat all sex workers
with dignity and not verbally or physically abuse
them, subject them to violence, or coerce them
into any sexual activity.

Conclusion

• While sex worker collectives have shown
tremendous progress in asserting the rights of
sex workers across India, they face an uphill
battle as the country continues to foster a
globalized economy.

• In the globalized world, sex work will become
more institutionalized, functioning through escort
services, and will no longer need traditional
street brothels.

• Legislators needs to ensure all rights to the sex
workers at par with citizens.
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[2.1] Arunachal Pradesh-Assam Dispute

[GS Paper 2 - Indian Constitution, Govt. Policies
and Interventions]

Context - Arunachal Pradesh-Assam border dispute to
be settled by 2023 says Union Home Minister.

The Union Home Minister said that the boundary dispute
between Arunachal Pradesh and Assam is expected to
be “resolved before 2023”.

Key Developments

• He asserted that the Centre is committed to
bringing peace and development to the region.

• The authority stated over 60% of the
interstate border dispute between Meghalaya
and Assam has been resolved.

• The Union Home minister said the insurgency
in the Bodoland region of Assam was
resolved through the signing of the Bodo
Peace Accord.

• He further highlighted that a three-pronged
agenda has been prepared for the
development of the Northeast.

• The three prolonged agenda includes:
1. Preservation and promotion of Indigenous

cultures
2. Ending disputes among the northeastern

states.
3. The development of the eight north

eastern states.

About the Dispute

• Assam has had boundary disputes with all
the north-eastern States that were carved out
of it. Assam shares an 804.10 km inter-state
boundary with Arunachal Pradesh.

• The state of Arunachal Pradesh, created in
1987, claims some land that traditionally
belonged to its residents has been given to
Assam.

• A tripartite committee had recommended that
certain territories be transferred from Assam
to Arunachal. The two states have since been
battling it out in the court over the issue.

[2.2] 250th Birth Anniversary of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy

[GS Paper - History, Great Indian Personalities]

Context - On Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s 250th birth
anniversary, remembering the legacy of the father of the
Modern Indian Renaissance.

One of the most influential social and religious reformers
of the 19th century, Ram Mohan Roy, born on May 22,
1772, in what was then Bengal Presidency’s Radhanagar
in Hooghly district, would have turned 250 years today.

As India grapples increasingly with changing social and
religious circumstances, Roy’s work in the sphere of
women’s emancipation, modernizing education, and
seeking changes to religious orthodoxy finds new
relevance in this time.

About Raja Rammohun Roy

• He was one of the first Indians whose thought
and practice were not circumscribed by the
constraints of kin, caste, and religion.

• Born into a prosperous upper-caste Brahmin
family, Roy grew up within the framework
of orthodox caste practices of his time -
1. Child-marriage
2. Polygamy
3. Sati
4. Dowry was prevalent among the higher

castes
• He had himself been married more than once

in his childhood. The family’s affluence had
also made the best in education accessible
to him. A polyglot, Roy knew Bengali and
Persian, but also Arabic, Sanskrit, and later,
English.

• His exposure to the literature and culture of
each of these languages bred in him a
skepticism towards religious dogmas and
social strictures.
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• In particular, he chafed at practices such as
Sati, which compelled widows to be
immolated on their husband’s funeral pyre.

• Roy’s sister-in-law had been one such victim
after his elder brother’s death, and it was a
wound that stayed with him.

• His education had whetted his appetite for
philosophy and theology, and he spent
considerable time studying the Vedas and the
Upanishads, but also religious texts of Islam
and Christianity.

• He was particularly intrigued by the Unitarian
faction of Christianity and was drawn by the
precepts of monotheism that, he believed, lay
at the core of all religious texts.

• In 1814, he started the Atmiya Sabha
(Society of Friends), to nurture philosophical
discussions on the idea of monotheism in
Vedanta and to campaign against idolatry,
casteism, child marriage, and other social ills.

• The Atmiya Sabha would make way for the
Brahmo Sabha in 1828, set up with
Debendranath Tagore, Rabindranath
Tagore’s father.

• During the course of his time in Kolkata
(formerly Calcutta), a period of about 15
years, Roy became a prominent public
intellectual.

• He campaigned for the modernization of
education, in particular the introduction of a
Western curriculum, and started several
educational institutions in the city.

• In 1817, he collaborated with Scottish
philanthropist David Hare to set up the Hindu
College (now, Presidency University).

• He followed it up with the Anglo-Hindu
School in 1822 and, in 1830, assisted
Alexander Duff to set up the General
Assembly’s Institution, which later became
the Scottish Church College.

• It was his relentless advocacy alongside
contemporaries such as Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar that finally led to the abolition of
Sati under the governor generalship of William
Bentinck in 1829.

• Roy argued for the property rights of women
and petitioned the British for freedom of the
press (in 1829 and 1830).

[2.3] Emergency lifted in Sri Lanka

[GS Paper 2 - International Affairs, India and its
Neighborhoods]

Context -  The Sri Lankan Government lifted the state of
emergency that was imposed following unprecedented
economic and anti-government protests.

The move was taken with the improvement of the law
and order situation in the island nation.

Key Developments

• The island nation of Sri Lanka has been facing
severe food and fuel shortages as part of the
worst economic crisis that came as an
aftermath of the Covid pandemic-induced
lockdown that halted the whole world.

• The anti-government protests saw prime
minister Mahinda Rajapaksa resign and saw
Ranil Wickremesinghe take his place.

• An embattled Sri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa declared a state of emergency
from May 6 at midnight, the second time in
just over a month amidst growing
countrywide anti-government protests over
the economic crisis.

• An inflation rate spiraling towards 40%,
shortages of food, fuel, and medicines, and
rolling power blackouts have led to
nationwide protests and a plunging currency,
with the government short of the foreign
currency reserves it needed to pay for
imports.

• Several parts of the Colombo city will undergo
a 10-hour- long water cut on Saturday, Sri
Lanka media reports said citing the National
Water Supply and Drainage Board
(NWSDB) of the country.

India’s Assistance to Sri Lanka in the Crisis

• Beginning January 2022, India has been
providing crucial economic support to the
island nation in the grip of a severe dollar crisis
that, many fear, might lead to a sovereign
default, and a severe shortage of essentials in
the import-reliant country.

• The relief extended by India from the
beginning of 2022 totals over USD 1.4 billion
- a USD 400 currency swap, a USD 500
loan deferment and a USD 500 Line of Credit
for fuel imports.
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• More recently, India extended a USD 1 billion
short-term concessional loan to Sri Lanka to
help the country as it faces an unprecedented
economic crisis.

• Any disillusionment in Sri Lanka with China
eases India’s effort to keep the Lankan
archipelago out of China’s ‘string of pearls’
game in the Indo-Pacific and it is in India’s
interest to contain Chinese presence and
influence in this region.

[2.4] WEF coalition on climate change

[GS Paper 3 - Environment and Climate Change]

Context - The World Economic Forum's (WEF) Annual
Meeting 2022 is taking place in Davos, Switzerland.

The World Economic Forum's (WEF) Annual Meeting
2022 is taking place in Davos, Switzerlandunder the
theme, 'Working Together, Restoring Trust' from May
22 to 26.

Key Developments

• It is the first global in-person leadership event
since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.

• On Day 1 of the WEF event, leaders and
experts weighed on various topics, ranging
from the food crisis and geopolitical conflict
to climate change and employment.

• Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy gave
a special address and thanked the global
community for its support following the Russian
invasion of his country.

• The WEF also announced the launch of the
Digital Foreign Direct Initiative.

• On Day 2, Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal will be speaking at India at 75:
Strategic Outlook along with Union minister
Hardeep Singh Puri and Bajaj Finserv MD
Sanjiv Bajaj, and discuss what India can take
to leverage today's inflection point and launch
the reforms needed to be an influential member
of the global community.

About WEF

• The World Economic Forum (WEF) is a Swiss
nonprofit foundation established in 1971,
based in Geneva, Switzerland. It is recognized
by the Swiss authorities as the international
institution for public-private cooperation.

• The WEF annual meeting in Davos (Switzerland)
engages the world’s top leaders to shape global,
regional, and industry agendas. It was formerly
known as the European Management Forum and
changed its name in 1987. It was founded by
Klaus Schwab.

• The main focus areas of the forum are:
1. Mastering the fourth industrial revolution
2. Solving the problems of the global

commons
3. Addressing global security issues

• Committed to improving the state of the world
by engaging business, political, academic, and
other leaders of society to shape global,
regional, and industry agendas.

• Some major reports published by WEF include -
1. Energy Transition Index
2. Global Competitiveness Report
3. Global IT Report
4. Global Gender Gap Report
5. Global Risk Report
6. Global Travel and Tourism Report.

[2.5] Interstate council Reconstituted

[GS Paper 2 - Indian Constitution, Govt. Policies
and Interventions]

Context - The government has reconstituted the Inter-
State council, with the Prime Minister as its chairman.

The government has reconstituted the Inter-State
Council, with the Prime Minister As its chairman, Union
Home Minister as head of the standing committee, and
the Chief Ministers of all states and six Union Ministers
as its members.

Key Developments

• The mandate of the council is to create a strong
institutional framework to promote and support
cooperative federalism in the country.

• The motive is to activate the council and zonal
councils by organizing its regular meetings,
stated the notification.

• Ten union ministers will be the permanent
invitees to the Inter-State Council, according
to official notification.

• It also facilitates consideration of all pending
and emerging issues of the center-state and
inter-State relations by the zonal councils and
inter-State councils and develops a sound
system of monitoring the implementation of the
recommendations of the inter-State council and
zonal councils.
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• The Chief Ministers of Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh are also members
of the standing committee of the Inter-State
Council.

• The standing committee will have continuous
consultation and process matters for
consideration of the council, and process all
matters pertaining to center-state relations
before they are taken up for consideration in
the inter-state council.

• The standing committee also monitors the
implementation of the decisions taken on the
recommendations of the council and considers
any other matter referred to it by the chairman
of the council.

About Inter-State Councils

• Art 263 contemplates the establishment of an
inter-state council to effect coordination
between the states and between centre and
states

• The President can establish such a council at
any time it appears to him that public interest
would be served by its establishment. He is
also authorized to define the nature of duties
to be performed by such a council and its
organization and procedure.

• The ISC is the only multilateral centre-state
forum that operates directly within the
framework of the Constitution (Article 263 (b)
and (c)) where topics like the GST and
contemporary issues like disaster management,
terrorism and internal security can be taken
up.

• It is just a recommendation body to investigate
and discuss subjects, in which some or all of
the states or the Central government have a
common interest.

[2.6] India committed to the inclusive Indo-
Pacific Region

[GS Paper - International Organizations]

Context - Prime Minister Narendrasaid India is
committed to a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific
region and called for robust economic ties between the
countries to ensure continued growth, peace, and
prosperity.

Giving this assurance at the launch of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) in Tokyo.

Key Developments

• The authority also said that this mechanism is
a declaration of a collective desire to make
the Indo-Pacific region an engine of global
economic growth.

• He said the foundation of resilient supply
chains must be 3Ts:
1. Trust
2. Transparency
3. Timeliness

• These observations came against the
backdrop of China adopting an aggressive
stance in the region and repeatedly criticizing
the Quad combine.

• India, the US, Japan, and Australia are part
of the Quad. China says The Indo-Pacific
strategy of the US is “bound to fail” as it is
vigorously promoted by the US to “contain”
Beijing.

• The “Indo-Pacific strategy” is causing more
and more concern in the international
community, especially in the Asia-Pacific
region, Wang Yi said at his joint press
conference with Pakistan Foreign  Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in the southern
Chinese city of Guangzhou.

• Meanwhile, speaking at the IPEF launch
ceremony in the presence of the US President
and Japanese Prime Minister leaders of
several other countries who virtually took part
in the event, the Indian PM said India has
historically been at the center of trade flows
in the Indo-Pacific region, having the world’s
oldest commercial port in Lothal, Gujarat.

• He stressed the need for finding common and
creative solutions to tackle the economic
challenges of the Indo-Pacific region.

• He expressed India’s commitment to working
with all countries of the region for an IPEF.

• The new framework aims at integrating
partner countries via agreed standards in four
key areas - digital economy, supply chains,
infrastructure projects and clean energy, and
tax and anti-corruption measures.

• The framework will aim at flexibility and
inclusion, and partners can pick and choose
modules without having to sign on for all four
pillars.



13 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com

[2.7] Global health leaders award ASHA workers

[GS Paper 2 - Govt. Policies and Interventions]

Context - India’s ASHA workers among six recipients
of the Global Health leaders award at World Health
Assembly.

The one million ASHA (Accredited Social Health
Activist) workers, who are at the forefront of healthcare
delivery in India, have received the Global Health Leaders
Award-2022 in the backdrop of the ongoing 75th World
Health Assembly.

Key Developments

• ASHA (which means hope in Hindi) are more
than 1 million female volunteers in India,
honored for the crucial role in linking the
community with the health system, to ensure
those living in rural poverty can access primary
healthcare services, as shown throughout the
Covid-19 pandemic.

• WHO has said that ASHAs worked to
provide:
1. Maternal care
2. Immunization for children against vaccine-

preventable diseases; community health
care

3. Treatment for hypertension and tuberculosis
4. Core areas of health promotion for

nutrition, sanitation, and healthy living
• The ceremony for the awards, which were

established in 2019, was part of the live-
streamed high-level opening session of the 75th
World Health Assembly.

• The WHO Director-General Dr.Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus has announced six
Global Health Leaders Awards.

• The Indian Prime Minister has expressed
happiness that the entire team of ASHA
workers have been conferred the WHO
Director-General’s Global Health Leaders’
Award.

About ASHA

• ASHA stands for Accredited Social Health
Activist.

• ASHA is a trained female community health
activist. Selected from the community itself and
accountable to it, the ASHA will be trained to
work as an interface between the community
and the public health system.

• The role of an ASHA is that of a community
level care provider. This includes a mix of tasks:
facilitating access to health care services,
building awareness about health care
entitlements especially amongst the poor and
marginalized, promoting healthy behaviors and
mobilizing for collective action for better health
outcomes.

[2.8] Bilateral talks with the US

[GS Paper - International Relations, Bilateral
Groupings]

Context - The Indian Prime Minister holds bilateral talks
with the US president in Tokyo.

The Indian Prime Minister said that India and the US
share similar views on the Indo-Pacific, at the bilateral
level as well as with like-minded countries.

Key Developments

• During bilateral talks with the US President in
Tokyo today, the Indian Prime Minister said their
discussions will give velocity to this positive
momentum.

• Both leaders shared their views on a wide range
of issues and discussed ways to deepen the
India-US friendship.

• The talks were wide-ranging and covered
multiple aspects of India-US ties including trade,
investment, defense as well as people-to-
people linkages.

• In his remarks, the Indian PM said India and
US partnership in the true sense is a partnership
of trust. He said common interests and values
have strengthened this bond of trust between
the two countries.

• Prime Minister Modi said the people-to-people
ties and strong economic cooperation make
India-US partnership unique. Also bilateral trade
and investment relations are also steadily on the
rise but they are below their potential.

• The authority expressed confidence that with
the conclusion of the US Investment Incentive
Agreement, there will be concrete progress in
investment between the two countries.

• The US President expressed happiness that
India and the US have reached an agreement
for the US Development Finance Corporation.
He also said he is glad that both nations are
renewing the Indo-US Vaccine Action Program.
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India-US Relations in recent years

• In the context of the US, India is the centerpiece of
the Joe Biden administration’s Indo-Pacific strategy
- Indian Foreign and Defence Ministers recently held
the ‘2+2’ meeting with their American counterparts.

• Although the two countries are not sharing
consensus over the Russia-Ukraine Conflict - one
of the most worrying issues in global geopolitics, it
is in their mutual interest to rise above differences
and ensure continuous cooperation.

• India-US bilateral partnership today encompasses
a whole host of issues including the response to
Covid-19, economic recovery post-pandemic, the
climate crisis and sustainable development, critical
and emerging technologies, supply chain resilience,
education, the diaspora, and defence and security.

• India and the US are strategic partners today in the
true sense of the term - a partnership among mature
major powers that is not seeking a complete
convergence but managing differences by ensuring
a continuous dialogue and channeling these
differences into crafting new opportunities.

[2.9] ABHA App launched by NHA

[GS Paper 2 - Govt Policies and Interventions,
Health]

Context - NHA launches revamped ABHA application.

The National Health Authority (NHA) under its flagship
scheme of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) has
announced the launch of a revamped Ayushman Bharat Health
Account (ABHA) mobile application.

About the App

• Under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, a user
can generate their unique ABHA number.

• They can use this ABHA number to link their existing
and new medical records including doctor
prescriptions, lab reports, and hospital records.

• They can also share these records with registered
health professionals and health service providers and
also access other digital health services while
maintaining a common pool of medical history.

New Updates with ABHA App

• The updated version of the ABHA app has a new
User Interface (UI) and added functionalities that
enable individuals to access their health records
anytime and anywhere.

• Existing ABHA app users can also update
their previous app versions to the latest
one, NHA said in a press statement.

• The application enables an individual to
create an ABHA address, an easy-to-
remember username that can be linked
with the 14-digit randomly generated
ABHA number.

• The mobile application also enables users
to link their health records created at
ABDM-compliant health facilities and
view them on their smartphones.

• The application also allows self-
uploading of physical health records in
the ABDM compliant health lockers along
with sharing of digital health records such
as diagnostic reports, prescriptions,
CoWIN vaccination certificates, etc.
after the consent of an individual through
the ABDM network.

• It has new functionalities such as editing
profile, link, and unlinks ABHA number
(14 digits) with ABHA address.

• Other functionalities such as login via face
authentication/fingerprint/ biometric and
the ability to scan QR will be available.

Advantages with the Updated App

• The ABHA app will be instrumental in
helping citizens to create their longitudinal
health records.

• The patients can access their health
records with the help of their ABHA
address in seconds which will empower
them in many ways.

• It will enable them to save their health
history on a single platform and access
or share their health records anytime and
anywhere without the worry of losing
them.

• This digitization of data exchange will
ensure better clinical decision making and
continuum of care.

[2.10] Monkeypox Cases expected to
increase - WHO

[GS Paper 3 - Health and related issues]

Context - The WHO has said the cases are
expected to grow as 12 nations record patients
infected with the rare virus.
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The monkeypox cases have surged past the 90-mark in
a span of ten days in 12 nations.

Key Developments

• WHO has stressed that it was highly unusual to
find patients “with no travel links to an endemic
area”.

• The world health body - stressing that it has
expanded its surveillance in non-endemic areas
further pointed out that cases are also being
reported from sexual health clinics amongst male
homosexual physical contact.

• WHO expects that more cases in non-endemic
areas will be reported.

About Monkeypox

• Monkeypox - which was first detected in 1958
when outbreaks of a pox-like disease occurred
in monkeys kept for research - was largely
confined to African nations for many decades.

• The first case in the United States was reported
in 2003. But since May 13 of this year, the virus
has been spreading fast across nations.

• Twelve countries - including nine European
nations - have logged 92 cases and 28 cases
are suspected. Outside Europe, the US,
Canada, Australia, and Israel have registered
monkeypox patients.

• Poland, Belgium, the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and
Italy are the European countries where cases
have been registered so far.

• All these countries are “non-endemic areas”. The
identification of confirmed and suspected cases
of monkeypox with no direct travel links to an
endemic area represents a highly unusual event.

• Surveillance to date in non-endemic areas has
been limited but is now expanding.

[2.11] Lifetime Imprisonment sentenced to Yasin
Malik

[GS Paper 1- Internal Security, Govt. Policies
and Interventions]

Context - Kashmiri separatist Yasin Malik, convicted
for terror funding, was recently sentenced to life in prison
by a special Delhi court.

The National Investigation Agency had demanded the
maximum punishment, the death penalty, while the
defence pleaded for life imprisonment.

Key Developments

• A monetary penalty of over ? 10 lakh has also
been levied. Different prison sentences and fines
have been awarded for different cases. Yasin
Malik now has the option to appeal the
sentencing in the High Court.

• Malik had earlier pleaded guilty to all the
charges including those under the stringent
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) in
a terror funding case. A special NIA court in
Delhi pronounced its verdict on the quantum of
punishment in the case.

About the Terror Funding Case

• The case pertains to the terror conspiracy by
Lashkar-e-Toiba founder Hafiz Saeed and the
separatist leaders including the members of the
Hurriyat Conference who acted in connivance
with the members of banned Hizbul Mujahideen,
Dukhtaran-e-Millat and others to raise, receive
and collect funds domestically and from abroad
using illegal channels.

• According to the investigations, the funds were
collected to carry out separatist and terror
activities in the Kashmir valley through stone
pelting and attacks on security forces, damaging
public property, etc.

• The NIA in its investigation said that Yasin Malik
was the head of JKLF and was involved in
terror activities in J&K. Yasin Malik is also
accused of raising funds from traders at LOC
and distributing them among terrorists and
stone-pelters.

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act

• The Act gives special procedures to handle
terrorist activities, among other things. It aims
at the effective prevention of unlawful activities
associations in India. Unlawful activity refers to
any action taken by an individual or association
intended to disrupt the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of India.

• UAPA has the death penalty and life
imprisonment as the highest punishments. The
Act assigns absolute power to the central
government, by way of which if the Centre
deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by
way of an Official Gazette, declare it so.

• Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals
can be charged. The offenders will be charged
in the same manner whether the act is performed
in a foreign land, outside India.
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[2.12] Government Restricts Sugar Exports

[GS Paper 3 - Indian Economy]

Context - The Government recently announced a curb
on export of sugar beyond 100 lakh tonnes (MTs)
during this sugar season ending September.

The Government said that this has been done considering
the high increase in exports of sugar in the past few
months.

Key Developments

• After the wheat export ban and hike in export
duty on certain steel products, the government
announced it would restrict sugar exports to 100
lakh metric tonnes (mt) to keep domestic prices
in check.

• Analysts said that the 10 MT was a “fairly large
cap” and it would “help mills to export maximum
amount and keep the bare minimum in the
country”.

• India is the world's biggest sugar producer and
the second biggest exporter behind Brazil.

• The restrictions on sugar exports (raw, white,
and refined sugar) between June 1 and October
31, 2022, aim to ensure adequate domestic
sugar availability and price stability in the
backdrop of record high sugar exports in
SY2022.

• The imposition of such restrictions may limit
sharp price movements in the domestic market
without having any major adverse impact on
export volumes as well as the profitability of
sugar units for FY2023 as ~90% of the
expected total exports (9-9.5 million MT) have
already been contracted by now.

Sugar Industry in India

• A major player in the worldwide sugar trade,
India produced 33 million metric tons in 2017/
2018. The nation is seeing record levels of sugar
production and is set to overtake Brazil as the
highest sugar producer.

• India’s sugar production rose 11.5% during the
2014 to 2015 season on bumper cane
production. This increase in production led to
an extensive surplus in Indian sugar with mills
struggling to pay fair wages to workers.

• Sugar industry is broadly distributed over two
major areas of production- Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Haryana and Punjab in the north and
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh in the south.

• South India has tropical climate which is
suitable for higher sucrose content giving higher
yield per unit area as compared to north India.

[2.13] President to inaugurate Conference of
Women Legislators

[GS Paper 2 - Govt. Policies and Interventions]

Context - President Ram Nath Kovind will inaugurate
the national conference of Women Legislators in
Thiruvananthapuram.

Hosted by the state Assembly, the first-ever such event
is organized as part of the nation-wide celebrations
planned under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ marking the
75th anniversary of India’s independence.

Key Developments

• The conference hosted by the Kerala
Legislative Assembly will have sessions on
Constitution and Women’s Rights,  Role of
Women in India’s Freedom Struggle, Women’s
Rights & Legal Gaps, Under-representation of
Women in Decision Making Bodies besides
an Open House for interaction and feedback.

• Women legislators from the Parliament,
Speakers and Legislators from different States
are expected to participate.

• The programme is being organized as part of
the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav coinciding with
the 75th anniversary of Independence.

• Gujarat Assembly Speaker Nimaben Acharya,
Lok Sabha MP Kanimozhi, former Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Kumar and former Rajya
Sabha member Brinda Karat would be the
speakers in the session "Constitution and
Women's Rights".

About Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

• Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is a Government of
India initiative to honour and celebrate 75 years
of advanced India and the magnificent history
of its culture, people, and accomplishments.
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• This Mahotsav remains dedicated to the Indian
people who have not only been instrumental in
driving India thus far in its developmental
journey and who hold the potential to facilitate
Prime Minister Modi’s dream of triggering India
2.0, fuelled by the vibrancy of Atmanirbhar
Bharat.

• Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is celebrated to pay
homage to India’s freedom movement and
freedom fighters. In addition, during this
celebration, the country will remember all the
significant landmarks during India’s
independence movement. India will gain new
power for future growth, and Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav reminisces the elixir of the value of
freedom.

[2.14] National Achievement Survey 2021
Released

[GS Paper 2 - Govt. Policies and Interventions]

Context - The National Achievement Survey 2021 was
released recently. West Bengal fared better than the
national average.

NAS was conducted on November 12 last year in
which 3,110 schools; 14,959 teachers and 98,694
students took part.

Key Highlights of the Survey

• In the overall achievement score for class III
students, the state has received 62.7 percent
marks while the national average is 59 percent.

• The same for class V students stood at 52.1
percent for the state and 49 percent for the
national average.

• For class VIII, it was 44.6 percent for West
Bengal compared to 41.9 percent national
average. And for class X, it was 38 percent
for the state and 37.8 percent for the national
average.

• Out of total schools that took part, 49 percent
were state government schools, 37 percent
were private schools, 10 percent were central
government schools and 3 percent were
government-aided schools.

• Out of the total students, 52.9 percent were
girls and 47.1 percent were boys. While 70
percent of the participants were from rural
areas, 30 percent were from urban areas.

• While 52.4 percent were from the general
category, 20.9 percent were from OBC,
19.1 percent were from SC, and 7.5 were
from the ST categories.

• West Bengal performed better in every
subject:
1. In Language subjects, the state

average was 61 percent while the
national average was 57 percent.

2. In Mathematics, the state average was
43 percent compared to the national
average of 42 percent.

3. In EVS, the state average was 57
percent while the national average was
53 percent.

4. In Science, the state average was 39
percent while the national average was
37 percent.

5. Even the gender-wise performance of
the students in West Bengal was also
better than the national average.

• In terms of performance by location,
students in the urban areas performed better
than their counterparts in the rural area.

About NAS

• It is a nationwide survey to assess the
learning outcomes and health of the
education system. It is the largest,
nationwide, sample-based education survey
conducted across India.

• The Survey was undertaken by the Ministry
of Education. The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) conducted
NAS 2021 while the National Council of
Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) designed an assessment
framework and tools for NAS-2021.

• It provides a system-level reflection on the
effectiveness of school education. It collects
information on relevant background
variables such as school environment,
teaching processes, and student home and
background factors.

[2.15] Bharat Drone Mahotsav

[GS Paper 3 - Developments in the field of
Science and Technology]

Context - PM Modi to inaugurate India's biggest drone
festival.
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The Prime Minister will inaugurate Bharat Drone
Mahotsav 2022, India's biggest drone festival, at Delhi's
Pragati Maidan.

Key Highlights

• The PM will interact with Kisan Drone pilots
and startups in the drone exhibition centre. He
will also witness open-air drone demonstrations.

• During the two-day event on May 27 and 28,
over 1600 delegates comprising government
officials, foreign diplomats, armed forces,
central armed police forces, PSUs, private
companies and drone startups are expected to
participate in the drone festival.

• More than 70 exhibitors will display various
use cases of drones at the exhibition, the PMO
said in a statement.

About the Mahotsav

• The Mahotsav will also witness a virtual award
of drone pilot certificates, product launches,
panel discussions, flying demonstrations, display
of a Made in India Drone Taxi prototype,
among others.

• The festival comes amid the central government's
push for extensive use of drones in various fields,
including agriculture.

• Earlier this month, the civil aviation minister
launched a drone experience studio at the state-
run think tank NITI Aayog where he unveiled
two policies — Drone Shakti and Kisan
Drone.

• New federal guidelines for Kisan Drone have
provisioned a range of incentives for farmers
and organizations alike for the commercial use
of drones.

• The Union Civil Aviation Minister said at the
event that fees for drone pilot training courses
will significantly decrease in the next 3-4 months
as more institutes will get the necessary
certification from the aviation regulatory body.

[2.16] PM launched projects in Chennai

[GS Paper 2 - Govt. Policies and Interventions]

Context - The Prime Minister of India launched 11
projects in Chennai.

The Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in
Tamil Nadu’s capital city Chennai and launched several
welfare and developmental projects worth over Rs.
31,400 crores.

Key Developments

• It also included the Bangalore-Chennai
Expressway, the foundation stones for the
redevelopment of five Railway stations in Tamil
Nadu - Chennai Egmore, Rameswaram,
Madurai, Katpadi, and Kanyakumari.

• The redevelopment of the railway stations
project is expected to be completed at a cost
of over Rs. 1,800 crores.

• Additionally, PM Modi is scheduled to
inaugurate 1,152 houses constructed under the
'Light House Project Chennai' and built at a
cost of Rs. 116 crores under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban.

• Overall, the Prime Minister is scheduled to lay
the foundation stone for 11 projects worth over
Rs. 31,500 crores in Chennai.

About the Projects

• The 75 km long Madurai-Teni, the railway
gauge conversion project, built at a cost of over
Rs. 500 crores, will boost tourism in the region
while the 30 km long third railway line between
Tambaram-Chengalpattu, built at a cost of over
Rs. 590 crore, which is likely to boost suburban
connection.

• The project has been completed in quick time
and will prove to be a boon to the poor.

• This will be the PM’s first visit to Chennai after
the DMK government came to power in the
state last year.

• The Prime Minister will dedicate to the nation
and lay the foundation stone of 11 projects
worth over Rs. 31,400 crore at Jawaharlal
Nehru Indoor Stadium in Chennai.

• These projects will also help significantly
improve socio-economic prosperity in the
region, have a transformative impact on several
sectors and also help create employment
opportunities.
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1. Consider the following statements regarding the
State of Inequality in India Report:
1. It is written by the Institute for Competitiveness and
is released by the Competition Commission of India
(CII).
2. The report compiles information on inequities only in
sectors of health, education, household characteristics,
and the labor market.
3. The indices used are income distribution and labor
market dynamics, health, education, and household
characteristics only.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  3 only
b.  1 only
c.  2 and 3 only
d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer - C

Explanation - The State of Inequality Report is a stock-
taking of both inclusion and exclusion. The State of
Inequality in India Report was released by the Chairman,
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM). The report has been written by the Institute
for Competitiveness and presents a holistic analysis of
the depth and nature of inequality in India. The report
compiles information on inequities across sectors of
health, education, household characteristics, and the
labor market.

2. Consider the following statements:
1. Inexplicable delay by the Governor in exercising
powers under Article 161 is subject to judicial review.
2. Article 142 deals with complete justice and is an
exclusive power of the Supreme Court of India.
3. Prohibitions on limitations on provisions contained in
ordinary laws cannot, ipso-facto, act as prohibitions or
limitations on the constitutional powers under Article
142.
4. The powers of the Supreme Court under article 142
are supplementary in nature, and cannot supplant
substantive law.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1, 2, 3 only
b.  2, 3, 4 only
c.  1 and 2 only
d.  1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer - D

Explanation -  Article 142 of the Constitution of India
provides a special and extraordinary power to the
Supreme Court to do complete justice to the litigants
who have suffered traversed illegality or injustice in the
proceedings. Article 142, which started out as draft
article 118, was adopted by the Constituent Assembly
on May 27, 1949. Prohibitions on limitations on
provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot, ipso-facto,
act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional
powers under Article 142.

3. Consider the following statements regarding
Radio Frequency Identification (RFID):
1. The RFID tag is attached to an object of choice.
2. The tag is evaluated and data is stored.
3. Communication takes place through an antenna.
4. The data is exposed to end-users.
Arrange the above sentences in the sequence of order
of events.
a.  1-2-3-4
b.  4-3-2-1
c.  1-2-4-3
d.  1-3-2-4

Answer - D

Explanation - Amarnath Yatra: The government has
decided to track all pilgrims using Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) tags.

4. You are now at the highest motorable mountain pass in
India, your next destination is the Sella Pass. What is the
minimum number (source and destination included) of States/
UTs you need to cross to reach your destination?
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a.  8
b.  4
c.  2
d.  5

Answer - A

Explanation - Sela tunnel will provide an alternate axis
to the Sela pass in Arunachal Pradesh. Umling La Pass,
located in eastern Ladakh at an altitude of 19,300 feet
above sea level, now has the world's highest motorable
road. From Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh, the states
that need to be crossed include Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and
Assam. The number of states/UTs including the source
and destination is 8.

5. Consider the following statements regarding the
Liberalized Remittance Scheme (LSR):
1. All resident individuals, including minors, are allowed
to freely remit up to USD 2,50,000 per financial year.
2. It can be availed for any permissible current or capital
account transaction or a combination of both.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer - C

Explanation - Under the Liberalized Remittance
Scheme, all resident individuals, including minors, can
freely remit up to USD 2,50,000 per financial year (April
– March) for any permissible current or capital account
transaction or a combination of both.

6. Consider the following statements about
Conference of Parties of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).
1. The recent COP15 of UNCCD was concluded in
Tuvalu which adopted 38 decisions including on tenure,
migration and gender.
2. It hosted discussion on the Great Green Wall initiative
that aims to sequester 250 million tons of carbon and
restore 100 million hectares of degraded land in 11
countries.
3. It is the first Conference of the Parties of the three
Rio Conventions taking place in 2022, ahead of the
COP27 of UNFCCC and COP15 of UN CBD.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a.  1 only
b.  1 and 3 only
c.  3 only
d.  2 and 3 only

Answer - D

Explanation - The 15th Conference of Parties (COP15)
of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD), concluded May 20, 2022
in Abidjan, capital of Ivory Coast. It is the first
Conference of the Parties of the three Rio Conventions
taking place in 2022, ahead of the COP27 of UNFCCC
and COP15 of UN CBD. It hosted discussions on the
Great Green Wall, an ambitious project to restore a
vast stretch of African desert across Sahara and Sahel
into a flourishing green belt that supports surrounding
communities.

7. Consider the following statements about Anti-
ship missile:
1. India has recently test-fired its first indigenous air
launched anti-ship missile recently.
2. It is a long-range missile that can be launched form a
ship in the sea.
3. It operates at super-sonic speed that can strategically
target main areas of a large ship and make it
dysfunctional.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a.  1 only
b.  1 and 2 only
c.  2 and 3 only
d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer - A

Explanation - The Naval Anti-Ship Missile (Short
Range) (NASM-SR) is the first indigenous air-launched
anti-ship missile system for the Indian Navy. It has a
short range of 55 km and is set to replace the Navy's
sea eagle missiles. It will reportedly be hosted on MH-
60R helicopters. It can carry a 100 kg warhead and
can travel at 0.8 Mach subsonic speed. It can be fired
from the shore at a ship in the sea. It can strategically
target main areas of a large ship and make it
dysfunctional.

8. Which of the following organization(s) contribute
for the World Economic Situation and Prospects
(WESP) Report 2022?
1. World Bank
2. The United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs
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3. The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development
4. The United Nations World Tourism Organization
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a.  1 only
b.  1 and 2 only
c.  2, 3 and 4 only
d.  1, 2 and 3 and 4

Answer - C

Explanation - The World Economic Situation and
Prospects, 2022 is a report produced by the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(UN DESA), in partnership with the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
and the five United Nations regional commissions. The
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
also contributed to the report.

9. In India, all activities related to Genetically
Engineered organisms are regulated through?
a.  Genetically Engineered Organisms or Cells Rules,
1989
b.  The Biological Diversity Act, 2002
c.  Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India)
Order, 2003
d.  Food Safety And Standards Act, 2006

Answer - A

Explanation - The Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
has issued guidelines easing norms for research into
genetically modified (GM) crops and circumventing
challenges of using foreign genes to change crops profile.
The ‘Guidelines for Safety Assessment of Genome
Edited Plants, 2022’ exempt researchers who use gene-
editing technology to modify the genome of the plant
from seeking approvals from the Genetic Engineering
Appraisal Committee (GEAC), an expert body of the
Environment Ministry.

10. Which of the following chemicals is used in the
ripening of fruits?
1.   Ethephon
2.   Calcium Carbide
3.   Ethylene
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a.  2 only
b.  1 and 2 only
c.  2 and 3 only
d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer - D

Explanation - Ethephon is a chemical used in ripening
of fruits. It is used in a gaseous form in a room where
the fruits are kept.

11. Consider the following statements regarding
Phytoremediation:
1. It is the use of plants, microalgae, and seaweeds to
remove toxic heavy metals from the soil.
2. Hyperaccumulator plants typically occur only in soils
that are rich in nickel, cobalt, and manganese.
3. This process cannot be used to remove organic
pollutants from the ground due to metabolic breakdown.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1 and 2 only
b.  2 and 3 only
c.  1 and 3 only
d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer - D

Explanation - Phytoremediation refers to using
“hyperaccumulator” plants to absorb the toxic materials
present in the soil and accumulate in their living tissue.
Hyper accumulator plants typically accumulate nickel
and occur on soils that are rich in nickel, cobalt, and in
some cases, manganese.This process can remove metals
like silver, cadmium, cobalt, chromium, copper, mercury,
manganese, molybdenum, nickel, lead, and zinc;
metalloids such as arsenic and selenium; some
radionuclides; and non-metallic components such as
boron. But it cannot be used to remove organic pollutants
from the ground due to metabolic breakdown.

12. Assertion (A): For a country to be declared
polio-free, the wild transmission of all three kinds
has to be stopped.
Reason (R): For eradication, cases of both wild and
vaccine-derived polio infection have to be reduced
to zero.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a.  Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation
of A
b.  Both A and R are true and R is not the correct
explanation of A
c.  A is true but R is false
d.  A is false but R is true

Answer - B

Explanation - Polio is a crippling and potentially deadly
disease that affects the nervous system. The virus lives
in the feces of an infected person. The virus multiplies in
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the intestine, from where it can invade the nervous system
and can cause paralysis. There are three variants of the
poliovirus, numbered 1 to 3. For a country to be
declared polio-free, the wild transmission of all three
kinds has to be stopped.

13. Identify the statement associated with the term
Ecofascism:
a.  It blames environmental degradation on immigration
and overpopulation.
b.  Philosophical and political theory and movement
which combines ecological concerns with feminist ones.
c.  Transitional area of vegetation between two different
plant communities, such as forest and grassland.
d.  A rapidly emerging field of study that considers the
relationship that human beings have to the environment.

Answer - A

Explanation - In The Threat of Ecofascism (1995),
environmental historian Michael E. Zimmerman defines
ecofascism as a radical movement that calls for
“ecologically vital private property to be protected from
those who despoil it”, and depicts ecological
despoliation as a threat to the racial integrity of people.
It blames environmental degradation on immigration and
overpopulation and wants to preserve natural resources
in developed countries for the historically native
population only.

14. Consider the following statements regarding
Look Out Circular (LOC):
1. It is issued against an individual who is absconding or
wanted by law enforcement agencies and cannot leave
the country.
2. It can be initiated only by the state government, a
district magistrate, or a superintendent of police.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer - A

Explanation - A LOC is issued to make sure that an
individual who is absconding or wanted by law
enforcement agencies is not able to leave the country. It
is mainly used at immigration checkpoints at international
airports and seaports by the immigration branch. A LOC
can be initiated by a large number of authorized officers,
including an officer not below the rank of deputy
secretary, an officer not below the rank of joint secretary
in the state government etc.·

15. Assertion (A): Community dogs (stray/street
dogs) have the right to food and water.
Reason (R): The citizens have the right to feed
community dogs.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a.  Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation
of A
b.  Both A and R are true and R is not the correct
explanation of A
c.  A is true but R is false
d.  A is false but R is true

Answer - A

Explanation - A single-judge bench of the High Court
had observed that animals have a right under the law to
be treated with compassion, respect, and dignity and
that their protection is the moral responsibility of each
and every citizen, including the governmental and non-
governmental organizations. The order by a single-judge
Bench of Justice J R Midha read: Community dogs
(stray/street dogs) have the right to food and citizens
have the right to feed community dogs.

16. Consider the following statements:
1. The Indian tourism sector is projected to grow from
2020 to 2029 and both domestic and foreign tourism is
picking up in India.
2. Bangladesh leads in foreign tourist arrivals in India,
followed by the United States and the United Kingdom.
3. UAE is the top destination for Indian tourists, followed
by the United States and Saudi Arabia.
4. While Tamil Nadu leads in domestic tourist visits,
Maharashtra leads in foreign tourist visits among the
states.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1, 2 and 3 only
b.  1, 3 and 4 only
c.  2, 3 and 4 only
d.  1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer - D

Explanation - The Indian tourism sector is projected
to grow by a 17.30% Compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) from 2020 to 2029. Both domestic and foreign
tourism is picking up in India. Bangladesh leads in foreign
tourist arrivals in India, followed by the US, the UK,
Canada, Russia, Australia, France, Germany, Malaysia,
and Sri Lanka. UAE is the top destination for Indian
tourists, followed by the US, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Singapore, Oman, the UK, Thailand, Canada, and
Kuwait.



23 www.vajiraoiasacademy.com

17. Consider the following statements regarding
the People’s Biodiversity Register (PBR):
1. It is a record of knowledge, perception, and attitude
of people about natural resources, plants, animals, and
their conservation in a village or a panchayat.
2. Kerala is the first state, and Kolkata is the first major
metropolitan city in India to prepare a detailed register
of biodiversity.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?
a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer - D

Explanation - The program of the People’s Biodiversity
Register (PBR) is designed as a tool for the formal
maintenance of local knowledge with proper validation.
PBR is a record of knowledge, perception, and attitude
of people about natural resources, plants, and animals,
their utilization, and conservation in a village or a
panchayat. PBR is also proposed as a mechanism to
create awareness among the people about the condition
of plants and animals and their conservation and
sustainable utilization. Kerala is the first state to prepare
people’s biodiversity registers (PBRs), a grassroots level
record of bio-resources and their traditional knowledge
for all its 1,034 local bodies.

18. Consider the following statements regarding Seyfert
Galaxy:
1. Seyfert galaxies have supermassive black holes at
their centers and therefore accrete metal, releasing large
amounts of radiation.
2. A Seyfert Galaxy’s brightest radiations typically occur
in a light outside the visible spectrum.
3. The Milky Way galaxy is categorized as a Seyfert
Galaxy due to its spiral shape and the presence of a
black hole in the center.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1 and 3 only
b.  1 and 2 only
c.  2 and 3 only
d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer - B

Explanation - Seyfert galaxies are named for
astronomer Carl K Seyfert who published a paper about
spiral galaxies with bright emission lines in 1943. Seyfert
galaxies have supermassive black holes at their centers

and therefore accrete metal, releasing large amounts of
radiation. A Seyfert Galaxy’s brightest radiations
typically occur in a light outside the visible spectrum.The
Milky Way galaxy isn't generally considered a Seyfert
galaxy, or a particularly active galaxy at all.

19. Consider the following statements regarding
the Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA)
workers:
1. They are instituted by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare as part of India’s National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM).
2. ASHA workers can only be married, widowed, or
divorced women between the ages of 25 and 45 years
from within the community.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a.  1 only
b.  2 only
c.  Both 1 and 2
d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer - C

Explanation - ASHA workers are volunteers from within
the community who are trained to provide information
and aid people in accessing the benefits of various
healthcare schemes of the government. They are
instituted by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) as a part of India's National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM). They act as a bridge connecting
marginalized communities with facilities such as primary
health centers, sub-centers, and district hospitals. The
role of these community health volunteers under the
National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) was first
established in 2005.

20. The report ‘Profiting from Pain’, is released
by which of the following institutions?
a.  World Economic Forum
b.  Oxfam International
c.  World Bank
d.  United Nations Development Programme

Answer - B

Explanation - The report Profiting from Pain is released
by Oxfam International.  COVID-19 pandemic has seen
one new billionaire emerging every 30 hours, while nearly
one million people could be pushed into extreme poverty
every 33 hours this year. The cost of essential goods
rises faster than it has in decades, and billionaires in the
food and energy sectors are increasing their fortunes by
$1 billion every two days.


