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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

“Civil Service is not just a
job; it is an opportunity, to
do your bit for society and
to contribute to
nation-building. It is an
opportunity to realise your
potential and make a
meaningful contribution in
the emancipation of masses.”

Mr. Dilip Kumar

Director, Vajirao IAS Academy

Good Civil Servants ensure efficient and smooth governance. They are the
backbone of the country and they have the power to make a difference in
people’s life.

We have set up extremely tough targets for ourselves. Now a day’s, most of the
students are well aware and focused about their aim. They just need a streak of
guidance. We feel that we have done our bit in providing that blue streak of
guidance and we are honoured to be a reason of smile on certain lips, proud to
be your teacher, friend and guide.



1. SiMPLIFY EDITORIAL

[1.1] Kumbh Mela: A Model of Urban Resilience

Syllabus: Urbanization, Government Policies and Intervention [GS Paper-2]

Context

The Kumbh Mela, a Hindu religious festival held every twelve years at the confluence of
the Ganga and Yamuna rivers in Prayagraj (formerly Allahabad), India, presents a unique
case study in urban planning and resilience. This temporary city, which emerges to
accommodate millions of pilgrims, offers valuable insights into how urban spaces can be
designed and managed efficiently, even under extreme conditions. The Kumbh Mela's
transient nature makes it an unparalleled laboratory for urban planners and designers,
providing lessons in adaptability, sustainability, and governance.

Overview of Kumbh Mela

e Scale and Significance: The Kumbh Mela is the largest public gathering in the
world, attracting tens of millions of pilgrims over a few weeks. It transforms a
relatively quiet city into one of the most populous urban areas globally, albeit
temporarily.

e Temporary Infrastructure: The festival requires the rapid construction of a
temporary city, complete with roads, bridges, hospitals, police stations, and
sanitation facilities. This infrastructure is built and dismantled within a short
period, often in a matter of weeks.

Urban Planning Lessons from Kumbh Mela

e Grid Layout and Spatial Zoning: The Kumbh Mela city is laid out on a grid, which
facilitates efficient spatial zoning. This structured approach ensures that different
activities and services are organized in a coherent manner, enhancing the overall
functionality of the temporary city. The grid layout allows for easy navigation and
distribution of resources, such as food, water, and healthcare services.

e Infrastructure Development: The construction of infrastructure for the Kumbh
Mela involves significant planning and execution. Roads, bridges, and utilities are
built to support the massive influx of pilgrims. For instance, the 2025 Kumbh Mela
featured 30 pontoon bridges and 92 renovated roads to manage traffic efficiently.
This rapid infrastructure development demonstrates how urban planning can adapt
to temporary needs while ensuring sustainability.
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e Innovative Solutions: The Kumbh Mela has also been a testing ground for
innovative technologies and solutions. Initiatives like cashless payments, bike-
sharing systems, and smartphone apps for navigation have been implemented to
manage the festival's logistical challenges. These innovations can be applied to
other urban settings, enhancing the efficiency and sustainability of permanent
cities.

Resilience and Sustainability

¢ Environmental Considerations: The biggest concern each year is the scenario of
leaving no trace and a green event is held. The Kumbh Mela is, to a great extent,
the festival that pushes towards the business oriented platform while creating lies
for the festival image and drinking prescribed rights. The bi

¢ Governance and Management: The Kumbh Mela management is centralized
ensuring that everything is well coordinated from infrastructure to public health.
The approach of central management provides practical insights into governance
and crisis management, and is equally relevant in temporary as well as permanent
urban settings.

Challenges and Future Directions

¢ Sustainability Challenges: While the Kumbh Mela demonstrates impressive urban
planning capabilities, it also highlights sustainability challenges. The rapid
construction and deconstruction of infrastructure pose questions about waste
management and resource utilization. Ensuring that these temporary cities are
environmentally sustainable is crucial for their long-term viability.

e Applicability to Permanent Cities: The lessons learned from the Kumbh Mela can
be applied to permanent urban planning. The festival's emphasis on adaptability,
efficient resource allocation, and innovative solutions can inform strategies for
managing urban growth and addressing challenges in permanent cities. This
includes designing infrastructure that can adapt to changing needs and integrating
technology to enhance urban governance.

Conclusion

The Kumbh Mela's transient city offers a unique perspective on urban planning and
resilience. By examining how this temporary metropolis is constructed, managed, and
dismantled, urban planners can gain insights into designing more sustainable, adaptable,
and resilient cities. As India's urban population continues to grow, the lessons from the
Kumbh Mela will become increasingly relevant for creating future-ready cities that balance
growth with sustainability and governance.

Source: Business Standard
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[1.2] A Sustainable Future: Restoring India’s Soil Health

Context

India’s soil health is declining due to excessive urea use, disrupting the NPK balance.
Urgent policy reforms and balanced nutrient management are needed to sustain
productivity.

Overview of Soil Degradation in India

The situation of soil degradation in India is severe as most of the states are affected by
various forms of degradation, such as erosion, salinization, and nutrient deficiencies.
States like Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana are
the most affected ones. The initial problems arose within the Green Revolution process
because the massive increase of food production was accompanied by intensive soil
farming, namely, the huge growth of soil degradation through the harmful plowing
practices.

Causes of Soil Degradation

¢ Excessive Use of Chemical Fertilizers: The current Indian fertilizer-subsidy
system overly promotes the use of urea that causes an imbalance in the nutrient
profile of the soil. The Nitrogen Phosphorus Potassium (NPK)-use ratio of soil is on
the biased side of nitrogen, with the ratio of 7:7:3.1:1 in 2022, far away from an
ideal 4:2:1. This exaggerated nitrogen application results in soil productivity
decrease, as well as nutrient runoff and groundwater pollution.

e Lack of Micronutrients: Soil in India often lacks essential micronutrients like zinc,
sulphur, manganese, iron, and copper, which were not deficient fifty years ago. The
addition of these micronutrients increases the costs of farming making it difficult
for the farmers to adapt to sustainable practices without support.

e Poor Irrigation Practices: The improper irrigation leads to the factors like
waterlogging and salinization that eventually result in the loss of soil fertility and
change in its structure. As reported by the FAO, poor irrigation management is at
fault for about 70% of the irrigation water that is wasted. This, in its turn, not only
affects the soil health but worsens the water shortage issue.

e Soil Erosion: It is indeed over 53% of the land that is primarily degraded through
soil erosion and land degradation (Annex 7). It is not just cutting gullies in fields,
but removing topsoil and much of the nutrient elements that have been synthesized
over the past million years (FAO, 2001).

Effects of Soil Degradation

¢ Impact on Food Security: Food security is directly linked with the soil's condition,;
an impaired soil will have lesser and lower quality of crops. Loss of arable land due
to erosion and degradation would put India into a position where it could not
supply enough food to its population.

¢ Economic Consequences: Soil degradation has a big economic impact with yearly
losses in the billions, due to flow of water and reduction in productivity of food.
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This financial burden affects the agrarian crisis and causes the farmers to suffer
financially and be in a debt spiral.

e Environmental Implications: Soil degradation unfolds more environmental issues,
such as air and water pollution. Excessive use of chemical fertilizers can lead to
nutrient runoff which in turn contaminates water bodies and disrupts aquatic
ecosystems.

Solutions to Address Soil Degradation

¢ Farmer Awareness and Education: One of the most essential things is to learn
about the sustainable agricultural practices and its importance. Acquainting them
with ecological issues and the advantages of balanced fertilization, organic farming
and conservation tillage is the best way to accompany the soil replenishment.

¢ Technological Advancements: It may save a lot of the soil resources with the help
of such technologies as precision agriculture, smart irrigation systems, and remote
sensing. These technologies may also help to scarce the use of fertilizers by cutting
down waste and shortening work time.

¢ Policy Reforms: Policy reforms are crucial to curb the ill-effects of the fertilizer-
subsidy system and introduce measures to stimulate nutrient balanced use.
Schemes like the National Soil Health Card Mission, enabling farmers to receive soil
test reports and recommendations for balanced fertilization can improve soil health
to a great extent.

e Integrated Watershed Management: One way to reduce soil erosion and to
conserve water is by using land contouring and building terraces which are
essential management practices of a watershed.

¢ Community Involvement: Involving local communities in soil conservation efforts
is necessary for the environment. Community-led projects are now becoming a
strong force toward the maintenance of sustainable practices.

Conclusion

India's soil health crisis is a complex issue requiring a multifaceted approach. By
enhancing farmer awareness, leveraging technology, and implementing policy reforms,
India can mitigate soil degradation and ensure sustainable agricultural practices.
Addressing this crisis is crucial for achieving food security, supporting the livelihoods of
farmers, and contributing to sustainable development goals.

Source: BS
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[1.3] Global Talent Shortage: India’s Rising Opportunity

Context

The global labor market is undergoing a profound transformation, driven by technological
advancements and shifting skill demands. This shift presents both challenges and
opportunities for nations worldwide. One of the most significant challenges is the
impending global talent shortage, which is expected to reach over 85.2 million skilled
workers by 2030, potentially resulting in $8.45 trillion in unrealized annual revenue.
However, India, with its vast pool of young and skilled workers, is uniquely positioned to
capitalize on this situation.

Global Talent Shortage: Causes and Implications
Causes of the Global Talent Shortage

¢ Technological Disruptions: The Fourth Industrial Revolution has quickly
reshaped the needs for skills within the labor market. Technologies such as
automation, Al, data analytics, and cybersecurity have spurred a need for specialist
skills for which many countries find it challenging to develop as quickly.

e Aging Workforces and Shrinking Births: The advanced economies in the United
States, Germany, and Japan suffer from acute shortages of workforce due to
shrinking births and aging populations.

e Changing Skill Needs: The shift towards a digital economy has stretched the
supply-demand gap of talent, which is challenging for most nations to match their
changing skill needs.

Implications of the Talent Shortage

¢ Economic Impact: The shortage of talent may result in substantial unrealized
revenue, affecting economic development and growth on a worldwide level.

e Sectoral Challenges: Sectors such as technology, media, and telecommunications
(TMT) are hit hard, with an estimated shortfall of skilled workers.

e Global Economic Power Shift: The shortage has the potential to change the
world's balance of economic power if not addressed, with nations such as India set
to gain a competitive edge.

India’s Opportunity in the Global Talent Shortage
India’s Demographic Advantage

e Young and Growing Workforce: More than 65% of India's population is below the
age of 35, offering a demographic dividend that can be utilized to meet the global
talent gap.

e STEM Graduates: India graduates approximately 2.5 million STEM graduates every
year, making it a top supplier of IT and software professionals.

India’s Potential to Fill the Talent Gap

e Global Talent Surplus: India will have a talent surplus by 2030 with 245 million
extra workers, the only major economy to have this surplus.
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e Opportunities in the TMT Sector: India is likely to overtake America in the TMT
sector by 2030, providing substantial opportunities for growth.

Challenges for India

e Employability and Job Creation: India, though it will have a talent surplus, is
challenged by being unable to guarantee employability and job creation for its
people.

e Regulatory Barriers: India needs to overcome regulatory barriers, skill
mismatches, and immigration restrictions to be able to realize its workforce
potential.

Strategies for India to Leverage Its Workforce Potential
Skill Development Initiatives

e Skill India Mission: Plans to skill more than 400 million individuals in different
skills by 2025, improving employability.
e National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Emphasizes vocational training, flexible
learning, and industry association to ensure that graduates have job-specific skills.
Fostering Skill-Based Learning

e Fostering Al, Machine Learning, and Coding: Promoting these skills from school
levels to equip students to face emerging industries.

¢ Enhancing R&D Funds: Augmenting research and development in innovation and
technology to meet international needs.

Retaining and Attracting Talent

e Providing Better Salaries and Research Terms: Offering improved salaries,
research chances, and balance between work and life to retain professionals in
India.

e Promoting Return of Indian Experts: Inducing Indian experts overseas to return
via incentive schemes.

Enhancing Remote Work and International Placements

¢ Promoting Remote Employment: Enabling Indian talent to embrace remote
employment with global companies, increasing global placements.

¢ Supporting Bilateral Agreements: Consolidating global partnerships to secure the
rights of Indian workers and ensure their mobility.

Developing Digital Infrastructure

e Utilizing Technology: Utilizing technology to overcome skill gaps and enhance
access to global job opportunities.

¢ Fostering Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Promoting innovation and
entrepreneurship to generate new job opportunities and propel economic growth.

Conclusion

The global talent shortage presents a significant challenge but also offers a unique
opportunity for India. By addressing regulatory barriers, enhancing skill development
initiatives, and leveraging its demographic advantage, India can play a pivotal role in
meeting the global demand for skilled workers. This not only contributes to the global
economy but also aligns with India's vision of becoming a developed nation, "Viksit
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Bharat." Achieving this goal requires a coordinated effort involving government policies,
skill development initiatives, and international collaborations.

Source: The Hindu

[1.4] Human Smuggling Needs Urgent Action

Context

¢ Human smuggling is a serious crime that preys on people who are in difficult
situations. It is a concern everywhere in the world including India.

¢ In short, human smuggling is to move people from one place to another against the
law, mainly for automobile crossing, for the sake of the utilization.

¢ These individuals typically are guaranteed a better job, a better life, a better future.
But once they are smuggled, they many times are forced to work in fraudulent
circumstances, or forced into woman trafficking, leave labor or even organ trade.

¢ In India human smugglers are always creating a problem. Hundreds of thousands
of people, especially women and children fall prey to this crime each year. Despite
being a major issue of human smuggling in the country, India still lacks a specific
and comprehensive law for tackling it.

e There are some laws against trafficking and bonded labour, but they do not cover
all forms of human smuggling. It is quite important that the Indian Parliament
passes strong laws to deal with the human smuggling and assistance to the
sufferers.

Understanding Human Smuggling

¢ Human trafficking is unlike the legal migration where people move to other places
for employment, further studies or a higher standard of living.

¢ Movement in the sea of human smuggling is unlawful, clandestine and quite often
the traffickers are involved who charge money for transporting humans. When
smuggled these individuals banish their freedom and are commonly obliged to carry
out acts against their will.

¢ Human smuggling occurs for many reasons. Poverty is a big reason. When people
are unable to find work or make enough money to survive they become an ideal
target for traffickers who describe them as having a better life.

e Educational neglect also has a part, inasmuch as individuals that do not know
about the hazards are misled by the false claims made by traffickers. Wars, huge
disasters, and unhealthy places in their homelands will also make the people more
desperate for risking their lives, even accepting dangers of illegal smuggling
networks.
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Current Gaps in Indian Laws

e Although India has certain laws to counter related menace, they are still far from
enough to prevent human smuggling completely. For example;The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956 is more concerned on prostitution form of human trafficking.
The Main Areas of Focus is for the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976,
content is on forced labor. These laws do not cover all types of human smuggling
like — illegal recruitment for foreign jobs , child trafficking or organ trade.

¢ India has the Indian Penal Code (IPC) also that includes some of the sections for
punishing or protecting ourselves from faulty acts of kidnapping, abduction, illegal
confinement etc. But these sections do not adequately define human smuggling in
all its variations. They also do not deal with the transnational connections of
smuggling networks or the organized crime dimension of it.

What a Comprehensive Law Should Include

For India to effectively combat human smuggling, Parliament should enact a law that
covers the entire gamut of this crime. A law like that should have the following significant
aspects.

¢ Clear Definition: The law should define, clearly, human smuggling which covers
any kind of exploitation—forced labour, prostitution, organ trafficking, illegal
adoption or any other exploitation. Be Clear in Important and Specific Words.
Defining it clearly would permit law enforcement agencies to appreciate the offence
better.

¢ Tough Sentences: Law should have very harsh sentences against all involved in
smugglings -recruiters, transporters, illegal network managers. This will serve as a
good preventive measure.

e Victim Protection & Support: The law should not only target punishment of
criminals but has to be drug opens not protecting and supporting the victim.
Victims usually lose everything when they are saved. They require therapy, medical
assistance, safe haven and aid to restore their lives.

¢ National Coordination: Because smuggling techniques cause fatalities and crimes
that cross state and national borders, a national agency should be created to
supervise anti-smuggling efforts over the whole country. This agency can
collaborate with state governments,Police force,NGOs & international bodies to
trace smugglers & such victimised women.

e International Cooperation: Transnational crime is away from this particular
country, it is away from a national crime but an international crime. The law must
give India the authority to work with the world in arresting the smugglers, sharing
information, and prosecuting criminals who flee to another country.

Role of Society and Law Enforcement

¢ No matter how excellent the law is, if the society and the law enforcement agency
does not cooperate, there is no way for the law to be effective. Police officers, border
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guards and immigration inspectors have to receive proper training to quickly
identify and foil human trafficking.

e On the other hand ,people should be made aware about the risks of coping with
illegal agents who misguided them with jobs or superior life. Awareness campaigns,
especially in rural areas and among vulnerable communities, can do a lot of work to
prevent human smuggling.

e NGOs, community groups and community leaders should also assist in the
identification of cases, support the survivors, and in raising awareness. Human
smuggling is not just a law enforcement issue but a social problem that calls for the
involvement of all segments of society.

Conclusion

¢ The crime of human smuggling is a harsh crime which endangers daily the lives of
thousands of and people. It preys on the weak, the unlearned and the
hopelessness. To curb this crime, India needs a robust, comprehensive law that
spells out human smuggling, brings everyone in the crime book, safeguards victims
and works with international countries to carry out the criminals.

e At the moment, society, police and government entities need to unite to promote
awareness and to protect the greatness of vulnerable people. It is high time for the
Parliament to have this issue seriously and pass robust law that will pave way for a
safer India for all.

Source: The Hindu

[1.5] Delimitation: Beyond Democracy vs. Federalism

Context

The delimitation debate in India has reignited discussions on the balance between
democratic representation and federalism. This contentious issue, often framed in binaries
such as North vs South or democracy vs federalism, requires a nuanced understanding of
its implications for India's governance and constitutional framework.

Understanding Delimitation

Delimitation refers to the process of redrawing the boundaries of parliamentary and
assembly constituencies based on population demographics. It is governed by Articles 82
and 170 of the Indian Constitution and aims to ensure proportional representation by
aligning constituencies with updated population data. The process is carried out by the
Delimitation Commission after every decennial census, though it has been frozen since
1976 to prioritize population control measures.
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Historical Context

e Freeze on Seats (1976): During the Emergency, the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment froze the allocation of seats in Parliament and state legislatures based
on the 1971 Census. This was done to encourage states to adopt population control
measures without fear of losing political representation.

e Post-2001 Scenario: The freeze was extended until 2026, but successive
governments have deferred action, leaving India with outdated constituency sizes
despite significant demographic changes.

Why Delimitation is Necessary
1. Democratic Representation:

o The principle of "one person, one vote" is undermined when populous states
like Uttar Pradesh have larger constituencies compared to less populous
states like Tamil Nadu or Karnataka. This creates a disparity in the value of
individual votes.

o On average, one Member of Parliament (MP) in India represents about 25
lakh people, far exceeding the original constitutional cap of one MP per 7.5
lakh people.

2. Reducing Malapportionment:

o Outdated data lead to legislation delimiting the boundaries of constituencies
for malapportionment wherein such electoral districts cease to be true to the
share of population in the present. This distorted representation and
governance priorities.

3. Inclusivity in Governance:

o By reserving seats in a manner proportional to demographic realities,
delimitation can help to ensure improved representation of marginalized
communities.”

Challenges to Federalism
The delimitation debate has raised concerns about its impact on India's federal structure:
1. North vs South Divide:

o Southern states argue that delimitation could reduce their representation in
Parliament, penalizing them for successful population control measures and
economic development.

o Northern states with higher population growth could gain more seats,
leading to perceived dominance in national politics.

2. Fiscal Federalism:

o Southern states contribute disproportionately to central taxes but fear losing
influence over fiscal allocations if their parliamentary representation
diminishes.

3. Political Centralization:

o Critics argue that delimitation could exacerbate political centralization
under a dominant party system, undermining regional autonomy and
diversity.
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Key Arguments in the Debate
Arguments Supporting Delimitation
¢ Upholds democratic principles by ensuring equal weightage for every vote.
¢ Addresses demographic shifts and ensures proportional representation.
e Strengthens governance by aligning constituencies with current realities.
Arguments Against Delimitation

¢ Risks marginalizing southern states that have achieved lower fertility rates through
effective policies.

e May deepen regional disparities and exacerbate tensions between Union and state
governments.

e Could lead to political centralization at the expense of federal balance.

Way Forward

To address these challenges while upholding democratic values, a balanced approach is
essential:

1. Broader Dialogue:

o Discussions must move beyond binaries like North vs South or democracy
vs federalism. A broader framework addressing fiscal redistribution,
interstate inequalities, and migration is needed.

2. Reforming Rajya Sabha:

o Equal representation for states in the Rajya Sabha, irrespective of
population size, could counterbalance any reduction in Lok Sabha seats for
smaller states.

3. Clarity on Census Data:

o The delayed Census must be conducted promptly to provide accurate data
for delimitation. This will also facilitate women's reservation in legislatures
tied to updated census figures.

4. Negotiated Federal Agreement:

o A comprehensive federal agreement between the Union and states can
address concerns over fiscal allocations and political representation while
maintaining national integrity.

Conclusion

The delimitation debate should not be framed as a conflict between democracy and
federalism but as an opportunity to strengthen both principles. By addressing
demographic disparities while respecting regional aspirations, India can ensure equitable
representation without compromising its federal structure. A pragmatic approach that
balances democratic ideals with federal concerns is critical for fostering unity amidst
diversity.

Source: The Indian Express
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[1.6] Building Peace in Manipur: Centre's Role in Stability

Context

The ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur, which has persisted for 21 months, has created a
volatile situation in the state. However, recent developments, including the surrender of
weapons by militias, present a rare opportunity for the Centre to foster peace and stability.
This article explores the challenges, recent progress, and steps required to capitalize on
this moment for lasting peace.

Background of the Conflict

Ethnic tensions between the Meitei and Kuki communities have existed in Manipur. Some
of the major reasons that aggravated the conflict are:

e Looting of Arms: In this phase, among the lorry-full of arms, thousands of
firearms, including assault rifles and carbines, were looted essentially from police
stations or armories. The looted arms empowered these village defence groups and
militias to confront in a more violent manner with their antagonists.

¢ Porous Borders: The state shares a border with Myanmar, which is a known centre
of the arms smuggling trade. This has heavily aided the inflow of arms to the
Department.

e The strained relations have been aggravated by long-held grievances of each
community against the other. This perhaps also shows that this unrest has some
roots deep in the history of Manipur.

At present, much emphasis is under the imposition of the President's rule in the state,
which, to an extent, bears witness to the state of affairs.

Recent Developments: A Positive Step

In a move that could be seen as a shot in the arm for the peace process, Manipur Governor
Ajay Kumar Bhalla has recently called for all communities to surrender looted and illegally
held weapons. The response has been rather encouraging:

¢ Weapons Surrendered: The radical Meitei group Arambai Tenggol surrendered 246
weapons in Imphal West. More than 100 arms were surrendered in different parts
of the state during the last week.

e Earlier Initiatives: Attempts were made previously to solicit gun returns, with a
drop box set up in June 2023 to aid those wishing to surrender their weapons.
Progress had been slow in this regard, with just 1,200 of approximately 6,000
looted weapons being recovered by September 2024.

Thousands of weapons may still remain unaccounted for, but the recent surrenders
constitute a significant step in the process toward disarmament.

Challenges to Peace
Despite these positive developments, several challenges remain:

e www.vajiraciasacademy.com



1. Proliferation of Arms: The continued circulation of illegal weapons poses a
significant threat to peace efforts.

2. Ethnic Polarization: Deep mistrust between communities makes reconciliation
difficult.

3. Security Concerns: The porous border with Myanmar continues to facilitate arms
smuggling.

4. Weak Governance: The inability of state institutions to prevent violence and
enforce law and order has compounded the crisis.

Opportunities for the Centre

The window is sufficiently open now for peacebuilding. The Centre must grab the cutthroat
opportunities:

1. Strengthening Disarmament Efforts
¢ Intensify combing operations for recovering remaining looted weapons.
e Offer incentives for voluntary surrender of arms.

e Establish mechanisms for monitoring and controlling arms smuggling along the
Myanmar border.

2. Building Dialogue and Reconciliation
¢ Facilitate structured dialogues between Meitei and Kuki leadership on grievances.
e Engage civil society organizations for building trust among communities.

¢ Promote initiatives between communities to foster understanding and cooperation
by working together.

3. Improving Security Measures
e Add additional forces for law and order maintenance.
¢ Strengthen border management to prevent arms smuggling.

e Modernize local police forces so that they are better equipped to handle any future
crises.

4. Real Causes
¢ Development programs must target marginalized communities.

e Land disputes, socio economic issues that stoke ethnic tensions have to be reported
and resolved.

e Constitute governance structures to include fair representation from all
communities.

Lessons from Past Initiatives
Previous efforts at disarmament and peacebuilding offer valuable lessons:

¢ Community Involvement is Key: Initiatives like the drop box for weapon
surrender demonstrate that involving local communities can yield results.

¢ Consistency Matters: Sporadic efforts are insufficient; sustained action is
necessary to achieve long-term peace.

¢ Leadership Can Make a Difference: Apologies and reconciliatory gestures by
leaders, such as former Chief Minister N Biren Singh’s New Year’s Eve apology in
January 2025, can help de-escalate tensions.
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Conclusion

Manipur stands at a crossroads. The recent surrender of weapons by militias offers hope
for peace but also underscores the need for sustained efforts by the Centre and state
authorities. By addressing security concerns, fostering dialogue, and tackling underlying
socio-economic issues, this window of opportunity can be transformed into lasting
stability. Failure to act decisively risks prolonging the cycle of violence and mistrust.

Source: The Indian Express




2. DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

[2.1] Integration of sexual equality into the School Curriculum

Syllabus - Society [GS Paper-1]

Context

The Supreme Court recently emphasized that sexual equality, along with moral and ethical education
on respectful behaviour towards women, have to be incorporated into the school curriculum.

Need for Sexual Equality

o Address Deep-Rooted Patriarchy: India continues to grapple with gender biases that restrict
opportunities for women in various fields.

e Economic Participation: Gender disparity in training and employment contributes to lower
economic growth.

e Gender Gap in Education: As in line with NFHS-5, 70.3% of women are literate, compared to
84.7% of adult males.

e Labor Force Participation: In India, only around 37% of women aged 15 years and above
take part in the workforce (as compared to approximately 73% of men).

e Constitutional Mandate: Articles 14, 15, and 21 of the Indian Constitution uphold gender
equality, and integrating it into education aligns with those concepts.

¢ Gender-Based Violence: Educating children on gender equality from an early age can assist
lessen incidents of gender-based violence, harassment, and discrimination.

Challenges to Achieving Sexual Equality

e Deep-Rooted Patriarchy: Societal norms and traditional biases reinforce gender stereotypes,
limiting opportunities for women.

e Educational Gaps: Lack of gender-sensitive curricula and insufficient trainer training prevent
effective implementation of gender equality training.

¢ Workplace Disparities: Wage gaps, underrepresentation in leadership roles, and gendered
profession choices preserve to perpetuate inequality.

e Violence Against Women: Sexual harassment, domestic violence, and crimes against girls
persist in spite of legal frameworks aimed toward security and justice.

o Digital and Media Influence: Objectification of girls in media and unchecked cyber abuse
make a contribution to gender biases.

Global Efforts Towards Sexual Equality

e United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 5: Aims to obtain gender equality and
empower all women and women.
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¢ Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995): The decision adopted by the United
Nations in 1995 outlines key commitments for gender equality worldwide.

e Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW):
Encourages coverage reforms and legal security against gender discrimination.

National Efforts Towards Sexual Equality

e Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP): Promotes attention and training of the girl child to combat
gender biases.

e National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Recognizes gender inclusion as a key precedence
and promotes sensitization packages.

e Nirbhaya Fund: Supports initiatives to ensure women’s safety and security.

o Digital Literacy Programme for Women: It is part of Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital
Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) and empowers women to access e-governance services and
monetary systems, supporting them to take part in the digital economic system.

e One Stop Centre Scheme (Sakhi Centres), aims to facilitate girls affected by violence with a
variety of incorporated offerings beneath one roof which includes Police facilitation, scientific
useful resource, legal useful resource and legal counseling, psycho-social counseling,
transient refuge, and so on.

Conclusion

e Integrating sexual equality into school education is crucial for fostering a just and equitable
society.

¢ Implementing a well-structured and effective gender-sensitization curriculum may be a
transformative step towards a more modern and inclusive India.

Source: The Hindu
Mains PYQ

1. “Empowering women is the key to control population growth”. Discuss. (2019)

e The Supreme Court recently emphasized that sexual equality, along with moral and ethical
education on respectful behaviour towards women, have to be incorporated into the school
curriculum.

e Integrating sexual equality into school education is crucial for fostering a just and equitable
society.

¢ Implementing a well-structured and effective gender-sensitization curriculum may be a
transformative step towards a more modern and inclusive India.

[2.2] Ragging as a deeply entrenched issue in India

Context

Ragging remains a deeply entrenched issue in India’s higher education institutions, despite Supreme
Court hints and University Grants Commission (UGC) rules aiming to curb it.
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About Ragging

e Ragging is any act of physical or psychological abuse usually through senior students toward
juniors under the pretext of initiation or camaraderie.

e [t tiers from digital abuse and forced obligations to intense physical torture and sexual
exploitation.

Menace of Ragging in Education institutions

e According to information accessed by the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 78 deaths have been
attributed to ragging from 2012 to 2023.

e The UGC'’s devoted helpline has logged over 8,000 proceedings in the last decade, with cases
growing by 208% between 2012 and 2022.

Government Steps to Curb Ragging

¢ Supreme Court Guidelines: In 2009, the Supreme Court of India ordered the implementation
of a ragging prevention program. The program covered the subsequent steps:

o Anti-ragging helpline: A toll-free helpline or name center to be set up.

o Regulations: Directed the University Grants Commission (UGC) to frame rules to
shrink ragging in higher education institutions.

o Anti-ragging committee: Mandated the UGC to represent an Anti-Ragging Committee
and an Anti-Ragging Squad.

¢ In a landmark verdict, the Vishwa Jagriti Mission v. Central Government & Others, 2001, the
Supreme Court made ragging a punishable offense and mandated strict institutional
measures.

¢ Role of NGOs: Organizations like Society Against Violence in Education (SAVE) actively music
cases and push for legal action against institutions.

e UGC Anti-Ragging Regulations (2009): UGC established a 24x7 anti-ragging helpline and
mandated annual affidavits from students and mother and father against ragging.

o It allowed UGC to withdraw funding from non-compliant institutions.

¢ Raghavan Committee in 2007 was constituted by the Supreme Court of India to address the
menace of ragging in instructional institutions.

e The committee recommended treating ragging as a punishable criminal offense below the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Reasons for Persisting Ragging

¢ Lack of Stringent Implementation: The Supreme Court issued anti-ragging
recommendations 15 years in the past, but they've largely remained on paper.

o UGC guidelines mandate action against colleges that fail to prevent ragging, but the
regulatory frame has not invoked these provisions as the helpline’s status quo in 2009.

¢ Unaccountable System: Victims frequently warfare with an ad hoc, non-transparent process
wherein court cases aren't correctly addressed.

¢ Institutional Inaction: Despite the mandate for Anti-Ragging Squads and surprise
inspections, the UGC does not hold any file of actions taken.

¢ Low Compliance: UGC tips require students to put up anti-ragging affidavits annually, yet
RTI statistics suggests that only 4.49% of students have executed so within the past decade.

¢ Failure in Legal Enforcement: Institutions are required to file an FIR within 24 hours of a
ragging grievance, however UGC does not track compliance with this directive.
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Way Ahead

e Strict Enforcement of Guidelines: Authorities need to make certain complete
implementation of Supreme Court and UGC regulations, holding institutions responsible for
lapses.

¢ Technology-Based Solutions: Expanded CCTV surveillance in campuses to deter ragging
incidents.

o Secure online portals and ID- based dashboards to permit anonymous reporting by
way of victims.

e Legal Clarity: There is need for amendments in legal guidelines to ensure strict penalization
of offenders, such as college or management complicit in ignoring court cases.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ

1. How have digital initiatives in India contributed to the functioning of the education
system in the country? Elaborate on your answer. (2020)

e Ragging remains a deeply entrenched issue in India’s higher education institutions, despite
Supreme Court hints and University Grants Commission (UGC) rules aiming to curb it.

e Ragging is any act of physical or psychological abuse usually through senior students toward
juniors under the pretext of initiation or camaraderie.

e [t tiers from digital abuse and forced obligations to intense physical torture and sexual
exploitation.

e According to information accessed by the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 78 deaths have been
attributed to ragging from 2012 to 2023.

e The UGC'’s devoted helpline has logged over 8,000 proceedings in the last decade, with cases
growing by 208% between 2012 and 2022.

[2.3] India and China worked hard to preserve the G-20

Context

The External Affairs Minister of India emphasised that India and China worked tough to keep the G-
20 as an group amid international polarization.

About

¢ India and China mentioned bilateral trends, specially the state of affairs on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

e The two leaders reviewed bilateral relations, discussing the resumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar pilgrimage, trans-border river talks, flight connectivity, and facilitating travel.

Inception of the G20

e It was based in 1999 after the Asian economic crisis (1997-1998) as an informal forum for
Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors.
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e Initially centered on macroeconomic troubles, but has increased to consist of trade, climate
change, health, agriculture, energy, and anti-corruption.

¢ Membership: Comprises 19 nations: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, UK, and US.

e Also includes regional bodies: the European Union (EU) and African Union (AU).
e Presidency: The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat.

o The G20 Presidency rotates yearly, and each country in a regional group takes a turn
hosting the Presidency.

Role of India in G20

e The G20 Leaders’ Summit in 2023, showcased India’s ability as G20 president to create a
platform for worldwide discussions and reach a consensus by the Leaders’ Declaration.

¢ India located inclusivity at the leading edge, making sure public issues were heard by 11
Engagement Groups representing various segments like children, women, private sector, and
civil society.

e India’s G20 presidency advocated for Sustainable Development Goal 1 (SDG 1) — “no poverty”

— aligning with international improvement dreams.

e India represents the Global South in G20, advocating for developing nations and addressing
their demanding situations.

Importance

e India’s economic energy and numerous representation allow it to contribute to policies
benefiting rising economies.

e The G20 forum allows India to appeal to foreign investments,spurring project introduction,
technological development, and infrastructure development.

e India’s G20 leadership reflects its commitment to inclusivity aiming for tangible results like
expanded investments, project opportunities, earnings growth, and poverty reduction.

Challenges

e India faces challenges in navigating family members among primary powers just like the US,
China, and Russia.

e India’s rapid industrialization and improvement pose demanding situations in balancing
financial growth with climate goals.

e The divide between evolved and developing nations remains a mission.

Conclusion and Way Forward

¢ India’s G20 participation elevates its worldwide profile and strengthens its management in
global affairs.

e Despite challenges, India’s G20 function offers great opportunities to drive international trade,
promote growth, and constitute developing nations.

e India’s global ascent, beneath G20 management, extends advantages to ordinary citizens,
farmers, manufacturing facility workers, and the urban center class, ensuring equitable global

prosperity.

Source: The Hindu
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Prelims PYQ

1. With reference to the “G20 Common Framework”, consider the following statements
(2022)

1. It is an initiative endorsed by the G20 together with the Paris Club.

2. It is an initiative to support Low Income Countries with unsustainable debt.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)

e The External Affairs Minister of India emphasised that India and China worked tough to keep
the G-20 as an group amid international polarization.

¢ India and China mentioned bilateral trends, specially the state of affairs on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

e The two leaders reviewed bilateral relations, discussing the resumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar pilgrimage, trans-border river talks, flight connectivity, and facilitating travel.

[2.4] India’s evolving fighter jet landscape

Syllabus - Defence [GS Paper-3]

Context

Both the F-35 and SU-57 won interest at Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru, with the SU-57 being the
showstopper for its maneuvers.

India’s evolving fighter jet landscape

e The Indian Air Force (IAF) has a sanctioned strength of 42.5 fighter squadrons but presently
operates 31 squadrons, many with aging flight.

¢ India is facing a two-front assignment with China and Pakistan.
o To address this, India is exploring superior jets like the U.S. F-35 and Russian Su-57.

¢ Countries like China, Russia, and the U.S. Have already inducted fifth-generation jets, with
China developing advanced sixth-gen jets.

e Pakistan is looking to accumulate J-35 Sth-generation jets from China.

Partnerships

e U.S. President Donald Trump mentioned the U.S. Might provide F-35 stealth combatants to
India in the future.

o The F-35 is a single-seat, single-engine strike fighter with 3 versions.

e The F-35 costs around $100 million per aircraft, with development and preservation costs
exceeding $2 trillion by 2088.

e India and Russia initially intended to co-broaden the FGFA (SU-57), but due to high prices

and constrained technology transfer, India pulled out.
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¢ Swedish agency Saab has shown interest in taking part in the Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft
(MRFA) programme, in which the IAF aims to procure 114 jets to reinforce its depleting fleet.

New Approach

e India’s fleet, traditionally reliant on Russian military hardware, began diversifying in the early
2000s.

¢ India now plans to develop its indigenous Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA).

e By 2040, the IAF plans to have 220 LCA-Mk1s, 120 LCA-Mk2s, and the preliminary batch of
AMCA fighters.

e India targets to accumulate 500+ fighter jets, particularly focusing on LCA editions and the
AMCA.

e The AMCA prototype is predicted by 2026-2027, with induction by 2034.
e LCA-MkI1A deliveries were delayed, and LCA-Mk?2 is predicted to fly by 2026.

e India’s fighter jet landscape is undergoing massive transformation as the country seeks to
modernize its air pressure and enhance its security competencies.

e This evolution is pushed by the need to cope with current challenges and put together for
future threats.

Concerns

e India still relies on the U.S. And French-made engines for its warring parties and helicopters,
leading to dependency on foreign providers for essential structures.

o Notwithstanding its benefits, has created dependency issues.

¢ Adding advanced warring parties like the F-35 will come with demanding situations associated
with operational flexibility, preservation, and effect on indigenous manufacturing efforts.

e Balancing relationships with defense suppliers like the U.S. and Russia even as retaining
strategic autonomy is complex.

Conclusion and Way Forward

e India’s evolving fighter jet landscape reflects its dedication to strengthening national security
and reaching self-reliance in defense.

e By addressing current challenges and strategically making plans for the future, India can
construct a formidable air pressure able to meet rising threats.

Source: The Indian Express
Mains PYQ

1. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the defence sector is now set to be liberalized: What
influence is this expected to have on Indian defence and economy in the short and long run?
(2014)

¢ Both the F-35 and SU-57 won interest at Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru, with the SU-57 being
the showstopper for its maneuvers.

e The Indian Air Force (IAF) has a sanctioned strength of 42.5 fighter squadrons but presently
operates 31 squadrons, many with aging flight.

¢ India is facing a two-front assignment with China and Pakistan.
o To address this, India is exploring superior jets like the U.S. F-35 and Russian Su-57.
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[2.5] India-Japan Economy and Investment Forum

Context

The India-Japan Economy and Investment Forum was held recently.

India and Japan Relations

Historical and Cultural Ties: Both countries share non secular and cultural traditions,
including the impact of Hinduism on Japan’s Seven Lucky Gods and historic connections just
like the 752 AD consecration of Lord Buddha’s statue via Indian monk Bodhisena at Todaiji
Temple in Japan.

Establishment of Relations: After WWII, India opted for a separate Peace Treaty with Japan,
signed in 1952, marking the start of formal diplomatic relations.

Strategic Synergy: Both countries align on key local initiatives, which includes India’s Act-
East Policy, Indo-Pacific vision (SAGAR), and Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific Vision.

Trade and Investment: Japan is a key ally in India’s financial increase, with FDI from Japan
exceeding $43 billion from 2000 to 2024, making it India’s fifth-biggest supply of foreign
investment.

o In 2023-24, the country’s exports to Japan traded into $5.15 billion and imports were
$17.7 billion. The trade gap was $12.55 billion.

Collaboration on Global Initiatives: Japan and India cooperate in initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance (ISA), Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), and
Leadership Group for Industry Transition (LeadIT).

o Both countries work collectively in multilateral frameworks like the Japan-Australia-
India-U.S. Quad and the India-Japan-Australia Supply Chain Resilience Initiative
(SCRI).

Integral Defense Partnership: India-Japan defense cooperation is a key pillar of bilateral
ties, centered on Indo-Pacific peace, protection, and stability.

Key Agreements:
o Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation (2008).
o Memorandum of Defense Cooperation (2014).

o Agreements on Defense Equipment & Technology (2015) and Protection of Classified
Military Information (2015).

o Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services Agreement (2020).
Exercises and Joint Activities: Maritime Exercise Malabar.
o First Bilateral Fighter Exercise, Veer Guardian, in Japan (2023).
o First-ever Army-to-Army Exercise Dharma Guardian held in Japan ( 2023).
o Exercise Shinnyu Maitri between IAF and JASDF.
o JIMEX joint Naval Exercise between two countries.

Connectivity Projects in India: The first High Speed Rail (HSR) corridor is being
implemented from Mumbai to Ahmedabad with technical and financial assistance from Japan.

o Presently, six Metro Rail initiatives (Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata,
Mumbai) are being applied with technical and economic help from Japan.

Space Collaboration: ISRO and JAXA collaborate in X-ray astronomy, satellite tv navigation,
lunar exploration, and the Asia Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF).

o In 2016, they signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) for non violent space
exploration and use.
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Challenges

Trade Imbalance: There is a giant trade imbalance, with Japan exporting more to India than
India exports to Japan, developing a need for higher reciprocal trade.

Geopolitical Tensions: Regional security troubles, which includes China’s influence within
the Indo-Pacific, pose challenges for India-Japan members of the family, requiring cautious
diplomatic balancing.

Cultural and Language Barriers: Despite sturdy ties, differences in language, subculture,
and enterprise practices pose challenges to deeper integration.

Limited People-to-People Exchanges: The scale of people-to-people interactions continues to
be restrained, impacting deeper mutual knowledge.

Infrastructure Constraints: Despite developments, some regions in India nevertheless lack
the infrastructure vital to guide large-scale Japanese investments efficiently.

Different Economic Priorities: India’s awareness on fast financial growth may also
sometimes be assessed with Japan’s emphasis on sustainable development and technology.

Way Ahead

Enhance Trade and Investment: Focus on decreasing the trade imbalance via increasing
Indian exports to Japan and inspiring Japanese investment in India’s production and
technology sectors.

Boost People-to-People Connections: Increase cultural exchanges, tourism, and educational
collaborations to deepen mutual knowledge.

Technology and Innovation Partnership: Leverage Japan’s information in technology and
India’s developing digital zone to collaborate in AI, robotics, renewable power, and space
exploration.

Address Environmental Concerns: Increase cooperation on environmental sustainability,
climate change, and catastrophe resilience to assist both countries’ inexperienced energy
goals.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ

1. In which one of the following groups are all four countries members of G20? (2020)

(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey

(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and New Zealand

(c) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam

(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea

Ans: (a)

The India-Japan Economy and Investment Forum was held recently.

Concerns Over Trade Surplus: Union Minister Piyush Goyal expressed issues over Japan’s
growing trade surplus with India.

Stagnant Exports: India’s exports to Japan have remained stagnant for the past 15 years.

Rising Japanese Exports: Japanese exports to India have consistently elevated, worsening
the trade imbalance.

Focus on Addressing Imbalance: The Union Minister highlighted the need to address this
growing disparity in trade between the 2 countries.
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[2.6] Ratnagiri as a major center of Vajrayana

Context

Archaeologists have unearthed a 1.4-meter-tall Buddha head along with 1,500-year-old capsules and
stupas at Ratnagiri, Odisha, in December 2023.

Key Highlights

This considerable discovery similarly establishes Ratnagiri as a major centre of Vajrayana
(Tantric Buddhism), which flourished between the 6th and 12th centuries CE.

The current excavation sheds light at the artistic, spiritual, and academic importance of
Ratnagiri in the historic Buddhist world.

Ratnagiri, which means ‘Hill of Jewels’, flourished between the 6th and 12th centuries CE
under the patronage of the Gupta and submit-Gupta rulers.

It was a part of a broader community of Buddhist sites in Odisha, at the side of Lalitgiri and
Udayagiri, forming the ‘Diamond Triangle’ of Buddhist historical past.

The presence of inscriptions, pics of Bodhisattvas, and stupas suggest that Ratnagiri was a
major center of Vajrayana Buddhism.

The web page is assumed to have played an important position in the propagation of
Buddhism in India and past, in particular near Southeast Asia.

Relics and Artifacts of Ratnagiri

Sacred Stupas and Relic Deposits: The presence of relic caskets, every so often containing
bone fragments, beads, or inscriptions, suggests strong spiritual reverence associated with
those structures.

Monasteries (Viharas) and Residential Complexes: Ratnagiri houses two nicely-preserved
monasteries(Viharas), which served as centers for Buddhist mastering and meditation.

The large monastery features a grand front, a spacious courtyard, and numerous cells for
clergymen.

The walls of those monasteries are decorated with complicated carvings, such as depictions of
deities along with Tara, Avalokiteshvara, and Manjushri.

Exquisite Buddhist Sculptures

o Seated Buddha in Bhumisparsha Mudra (Earth-touching gesture), symbolizing
enlightenment.

o Dhyani Buddhas represent specific factors of Buddhist philosophy.
o Images of Bodhisattvas which include Avalokiteshvara and Maitreya.
o Female deities like Tara, signifying the influence of Tantric Buddhism.

Inscriptions and Copper Plates: Several inscriptions in Brahmi and Sanskrit scripts had
been determined, imparting valuable historical statistics.

o These inscriptions mention the patronage of Buddhist kings, donations made to the
monasteries, and teachings accompanied at Ratnagiri.

o Some inscriptions trace connections with distant Buddhist centers like Nalanda and
Vikramashila.

Terracotta Seals and Manuscripts: Excavations have also yielded terracotta seals bearing
the inscriptions ‘Sri Ratnagiri Mahavihariya Arya Bhikshu Sanghasya’ indicating that
Ratnagiri was an important monastic university.

Fragments of ancient manuscripts endorse the presence of scriptural research and Buddhist
schooling.

www.vajiraciasacademy.com



Ratnagiri’s Role in Vajrayana Buddhism (A Tantric Form)

e Numerous depictions of Vajrayana deities and the presence of esoteric Buddhist symbols
recommend that this website online became a key center for tantric Buddhist practices.

e It is believed that Ratnagiri attracted students, monks, and practitioners from across India
and beyond, contributing to the unfolding of Buddhist philosophy.

Hinayana and Mahayana Buddhism

¢ Buddhism was separated into the Hinayana and Mahayana sects in the Fourth Buddhist
Council (72 AD) held in Kashmir, under the patronage of Kushan King Kanishka because of
differences in philosophy, exercise, and interpretation of Buddhist teachings.

e Hinayana Buddhism (aka Theravada Buddhism)

o It emphasizes personal enlightenment (Arhat best) through strict adherence to the
Buddha’s teachings.

o It focuses on monastic areas and the earliest Buddhist scriptures (Pali Canon or
Tripitaka).

o It is popular in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia, and is often
considered its surviving faculty.

e Mahayana Buddhism

o It was evolved later (across the lst century BCE) emphasizing compassion (Karuna)
and the Bodhisattva perfect (looking for enlightenment for all beings i.e Universal
enlightenment or Bodhisattva route).

o It consists of many texts past the Pali Canon, which includes the Lotus Sutra and
Prajnaparamita Sutras (Sanskrit and Chinese texts).

o Spread across China, Korea, Japan, Tibet, and Vietnam, leading to similar branches
like Zen, Pure Land, and Vajrayana.

Source: The Hindu

Mains PYQ

1. Early Buddhist Stupa-art, while depicting folk motifs and narratives successfully
expounds Buddhist ideals. Elucidate (2016)

e Archaeologists have unearthed a 1.4-meter-tall Buddha head along with 1,500-year-old
capsules and stupas at Ratnagiri, Odisha, in December 2023.

e This considerable discovery similarly establishes Ratnagiri as a major centre of Vajrayana
(Tantric Buddhism), which flourished between the 6th and 12th centuries CE.

e The current excavation sheds light at the artistic, spiritual, and academic importance of
Ratnagiri in the historic Buddhist world.

e Ratnagiri, which means Hill of Jewels’, flourished between the 6th and 12th centuries CE
under the patronage of the Gupta and submit-Gupta rulers.

e It was a part of a broader community of Buddhist sites in Odisha, at the side of Lalitgiri and
Udayagiri, forming the ‘Diamond Triangle’ of Buddhist historical past.

e The presence of inscriptions, pics of Bodhisattvas, and stupas suggest that Ratnagiri was a
major center of Vajrayana Buddhism.
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[2.7] SC emphasized on Waste Segregation at source

Context

The Supreme Court emphasized that waste segregation at source is vital for environmental health
and must start on the household level.

Importance of Waste Segregation

Waste segregation refers to the systematic separation of various forms of waste at the point of
technology to facilitate right disposal, recycling, and treatment.

Reducing Landfill Burden: Proper segregation minimizes the amount of waste despatched to
landfills, thereby decreasing land pollutants and methane emissions.

Enhancing Recycling: Effective separation allows natural waste to be composted and non-
biodegradable materials to be recycled, promoting a round economy.

Preventing Pollution: Mixed waste results in poisonous leachate and dangerous emissions,
contaminating soil, water, and air. Segregation enables safe disposal and treatment of risky
materials.

Waste-to-Energy Efficiency: Segregated waste ensures better efficiency of waste-to-energy
plants, as contaminants in blended waste reduce electricity output and motivate operational
issues.

Challenges in Implementing Waste Segregation

Lack of Public Awareness: Many families do not observe waste segregation because of
confined consciousness and behavioral inertia.

Inadequate Infrastructure: Many urban and rural areas lack right collection and processing
facilities, leading to blended waste dumping.

Weak Enforcement of Rules: Despite the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016, enforcement
at municipal degrees remains susceptible due to confined responsibility and sources.

Resistance from Waste Handlers: Informal waste pickers and sanitation people lack
incentives and education to deal with segregated waste efficiently.

Government initiatives

Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016: Mandates segregation of waste at source into
biodegradable, non-biodegradable, and domestic unsafe waste.

o Promotes waste processing through composting, bio-methanation, and waste-to-energy
technologies.

o Encourages bulk waste generators (housing societies, accommodations, etc.) to process
their own waste.

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM): SBM-Urban focuses on 100% door-to-door waste collection
and encourages supply segregation.

o SBM-Rural promotes biodegradable waste composting and bio-gas plant in villages.

Waste-to-Energy Projects: The government is encouraging waste-to-energy plants to
transform non-recyclable waste into energy.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR): Under EPR regulations, producers and producers
should take duty for dealing with put-up-consumer waste (e.g., plastic waste, e-waste).
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Successful examples in waste Management

e Indore, continually ranked India’s cleanest city under Swachh Survekshan, has demonstrated
that strict enforcement like 100% Source Segregation, Processing Infrastructure and so on.
Can remodel urban waste management.

e Ambikapur, Chhattisgarh, has followed a Zero Waste’ model, wherein Women-led self-help
groups (SHGs) control solid waste collection and processing.

e Pune’s SWaCH (Solid Waste Collection and Handling) version has successfully incorporated
waste pickers into formal waste collection, ensuring livelihood protection.

Way Forward

e Strict Enforcement Norms: Authorities should impose consequences for non-segregation
and incentivize compliance.

e Strengthening Infrastructure: Investment in decentralized waste processing systems at
network levels can enhance efficiency.

e Technology-Driven Solutions: Adoption of smart waste management systems, Al- based
sorting, and RFID tracking can streamline waste processing.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ

1. What are the impediments in disposing of the huge quantities of discarded solid waste
which are continuously being generated? How do we safely remove the toxic wastes that
have been accumulating in our habitable environment? (2018)

e The Supreme Court emphasized that waste segregation at source is vital for environmental
health and must start on the household level.

¢ Waste segregation refers to the systematic separation of various forms of waste at the point of
technology to facilitate right disposal, recycling, and treatment.

¢ Reducing Landfill Burden: Proper segregation minimizes the amount of waste despatched to
landfills, thereby decreasing land pollutants and methane emissions.

¢ Enhancing Recycling: Effective separation allows natural waste to be composted and non-
biodegradable materials to be recycled, promoting a round economy.

¢ Preventing Pollution: Mixed waste results in poisonous leachate and dangerous emissions,
contaminating soil, water, and air. Segregation enables safe disposal and treatment of risky
materials.

[2.8] The Three-Language Policy Controversy

Context

The three-language policy, a component of India's National Education Policy (NEP), has been a
subject of controversy, particularly in non-Hindi speaking states like Tamil Nadu. This policy aims to
promote multilingual education by mandating the study of three languages in schools. The
controversy surrounding this policy stems from concerns about language imposition and regional
autonomy.
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Historical Context

Today, the three-language policy originally formed part of the National Education Policy of 1968. The
rule also obliged that students go to school to learn Hindi, English, and their own native languages.
This policy, despite being the official one, was not so popular in non-Hindi regions, particularly in
Tamil Nadu, a state that had always manifested against the use of Hindi.

The Three-Language Policy in NEP 2020

o Flexibility in Language Choice: Instead of the 1968 policy, NEP 2020 enables the students
and states to choose their three languages, under the condition that at least two out of the
three are the languages of India. So, in other words, Hindi does not form the list of subjects,
but then the problems relating to its future acuteness due to the resource insufficiency come
in.

e Promotion of Mother Tongue: The new policy has been made to underscore the importance
of teaching in the mother tongue or home language or in English as the second or third
language. The proposed matter is expected to improve learning outputs and cultural
preservation.

¢ Role of Sanskrit: On the other hand, in NEP 2020, the authors put Sanskrit into the
spotlight as an optional 3rd language, thus leading to giving it special status, but it also
provoked concern that mainly Sanskrit is made popular through Hindi.

Controversy and Opposition

e Tamil Nadu's Resistance: The main point of resistance to the three-language policy in Tamil
Nadu is that if the government makes the students learn three languages, this may enable the
whole country to speak Hindi only. The history of eradication of a mandatory instruction
compulsory for schools has extended from its early days back in 1930 and 1960, down to the
times when it was replaced with a bilingual program for children (Tamil and English only).

e Perceived Threat of Hindi: The NH schools are very well equipped to deal with Hindi
problems but the National Education Policy is swimming in the most controversial topic. The
rebirth of the Indian government has the intention of not funding but providing a financial
breakthrough to the Hindi language. Nonetheless, a majority of other languages are not
provided with proper infrastructure.

e Political and Economic Pressures: The Centre has linked the release of educational funds to
the adoption of NEP 2020, including its three-language policy. This has been seen as coercive
by Tamil Nadu, which views it as an attempt to undermine state autonomy over education.

Implications and Future Directions

Constitutional Debate: The controversy has sparked a constitutional debate, with the Centre arguing
that the policy aligns with national integration goals, while Tamil Nadu questions the constitutional
basis for mandating a specific language policy.

Educational and Cultural Impacts:

e Educational Outcomes: The policy's emphasis on multilingual education could enhance
students' linguistic skills and cultural understanding. However, critics argue that it may
divert resources away from other critical educational areas.

e Cultural Preservation: The promotion of regional languages is seen as crucial for cultural
preservation. However, the perceived threat to local languages like Tamil has fueled
opposition.
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The Way Forward

Finding a balance between national integration goals and regional linguistic preferences is essential.
This could involve greater flexibility in implementing the policy, ensuring adequate resources for all
Indian languages, and respecting state autonomy in education. In conclusion, the three-language
policy remains a contentious issue due to historical sensitivities, perceived language imposition, and
political pressures. Addressing these concerns through dialogue and policy adjustments is crucial for
its successful implementation across India.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. Which of the following is a primary concern regarding the implementation of the three-
language policy in India?

A) Promoting English as a global language

B) Ensuring uniformity in education across states

C) Potential imposition of Hindi in non-Hindi speaking states

D) Reducing emphasis on regional languages

Answer: C

[2.9] The Impact of Coal-Fired Power Plants

Syllabus: Environment [GS Paper-3]

Context

The world is facing significant challenges in balancing economic growth with environmental
sustainability. One of the critical areas of concern is the generation of electricity, particularly through
coal-fired power plants. These plants are major contributors to air pollution, affecting not only
human health but also agricultural productivity. In India, a recent study by Dr. Kirat Singh and
colleagues from Stanford University highlights the impact of nitrogen dioxide emissions from coal-
fired power plants on crop yields, particularly wheat and rice.

Impact of Coal-Fired Power Plants on Air Quality

Coal-fired power plants are major sources of air pollution and emit toxic substances like nitrogen
dioxide (NOg), sulfur dioxide (SOz), and particles. In India, due to the fact that more than 70% of
electricity is produced from coal, this smog is a major contributor to poor ambient air quality. The
pollution not only harms human life but with serious ramifications for the environment and
agriculture.

Effects on Crop Yields

The study done by Dr. Kirat Singh and his group quantifies the impact of coal-fired power plants on
the emissions of this NO, on wheat and rice yields in India. It finds out that these emissions can
cause a decrease in crop productivity of up to more than 10% in the regions located within a 100 km
radius of the plants. This reduction represents about six years of average annual yield growth over
the last few years, bringing to focus this concern about food security in India.
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Affected Regions

¢ West Bengal: The western part of West Bengal, rich in coal and adjacent to coal-rich areas in
the neighboring coking coal belt of Jharkhand, faces heavy pollution. A reduction in coal-fired
power plants could increase crop production by over 10%.

¢ Madhya Pradesh: The eastern part of Madhya Pradesh, bordering Chhattisgarh, rich in coal
reserves, is expected to gain from reduction in coal emissions, leading to a possible increase in
wheat production of more than 10%.

Economic and Social Implications

The economic contribution of these losses in crop production is high. Although the cost of lost crop
production is high, it is sometimes dwarfed by the mortality cost of coal power plant air pollution.
Still, increasing crop productivity through less dependency on coal can have wider social gains, such
as higher food security and better health outcomes.

Strategies for a Sustainable Future

To mitigate these challenges, India must adopt strategies that reduce its reliance on coal-fired power
plants. This can be achieved through:

1. Transition to Renewable Energy: Investing in renewable energy sources like solar and wind
power can significantly reduce dependence on coal.

2. Energy Efficiency Measures: Implementing energy-efficient technologies and practices can
lower overall energy demand.

3. Regulatory Frameworks: Strengthening regulations to limit emissions from coal-fired power
plants can help reduce pollution.

4. Agricultural Innovations: Implementing sustainable agricultural practices and using crop
varieties resilient to pollution can help mitigate yield losses.

Conclusion

Powering a sustainable future requires a multifaceted approach that balances economic needs with
environmental and social responsibilities. By transitioning away from coal-fired power plants and
embracing cleaner energy sources, India can improve air quality, enhance crop productivity, and
ensure a more sustainable future for its citizens. This shift not only supports India's food security
but also contributes to global efforts to combat climate change and environmental degradation.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the environmental and health impacts of coal-fired power plants in India. How can
the country balance its energy needs with environmental sustainability, particularly in the
context of agricultural productivity?
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[2.10] India’s Growth Shift: Innovation Over Cheap Labor

Context

India's economic growth has been largely driven by its vast pool of cheap labor. However, this over-
reliance on low-cost labor has hindered the country's ability to innovate and move up the value
chain.

The Cheap Labor Trap

India's economic growth has been largely driven by its vast pool of low-cost labor. The country's large
population, coupled with a relatively low standard of living, has made it an attractive destination for
companies looking to reduce labor costs. However, this over-reliance on cheap labor has created a
trap for Indian industry.

¢ Lack of Investment in Technology: With an abundance of cheap labor, companies have little
incentive to invest in technology and automation. This has hindered the country's ability to
move up the value chain and compete with more advanced economies.

¢ Low Productivity: Cheap labor may be abundant, but it is often accompanied by low
productivity. This means that companies must hire more workers to achieve the same level of
output, which can be inefficient and costly.

e Dependence on Low-Skilled Labor: The Indian industry's reliance on cheap labor has also
created a dependence on low-skilled workers. This has limited the country's ability to develop
a more skilled and educated workforce.

The Need for Innovation

The Indian industry can only get out of the cheap labor trap if they put their focus on innovation.
This is a fundamental transformation, from a low-cost mindset to a value-creation mindset.

e Investment in Technology: Companies should invest in technology and automation to raise
the productivity and efficiency levels. That will help them compete with the highly developed
economies and, therefore, move up the value chain.

e Prioritizing a Skilled Workforce: The Indian industry has to give preference to the
generation of a more skillful and learned workforce. This is likely to make it possible for these
businesses to exist in the high-value sector, to create more innovative products and services
as well.

¢ Entrepreneurship Promotion: The government in India should allow room for the creation of
entrepreneurship and innovation ecosystems. Providing funding and support to startups as
well as creating tax incentives for companies that carry out research and development makes
it better.

Conclusion

Indian industry needs to shift its focus from cheap labor to innovation. This requires a shift in
mindset, from one that prioritizes low costs to one that prioritizes value creation. By investing in
technology and automation, developing a skilled workforce, and encouraging entrepreneurship,
Indian industry can break out of the cheap labor trap and compete with more advanced economies.

Source: The Hindu
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. India’s economic growth has historically been driven by its vast pool of cheap labor.
However, to sustain long-term growth and global competitiveness, the country must transition
towards an innovation-driven economy. Discuss the challenges and policy measures required
to achieve this shift. (250 words)

[2.11] Government Study on Panchayats in India
Syllabus: Governance [GS Paper-2]

Context

Panchayati Raj is a system of local self-government in rural India, aimed at empowering communities
through decentralized governance. A recent government study conducted by the Indian Institute of
Public Administration (IIPA) and published by the Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj provides crucial
insights into the current state of panchayats across the country.

Panchayat Devolution Index (PDI)
Introduction to PDI

The PDI serves as a comprehensive tool to assess the effectiveness and efficiency of panchayati raj
institutions. It scores states on a scale from O to 100 based on six key parameters:

e Framework: Legal and institutional structures supporting panchayats.

¢ Functions: The range and effectiveness of services provided.

¢ Finances: Fiscal autonomy and resource allocation.

e Functionaries: Human resources and their capacity.

e Capacity Building: Training and development initiatives for panchayat members.
e Accountability: Mechanisms for transparency and public accountability.

Findings from the 2024 Index

The 2024 PDI reveals significant variations in performance among Indian states, with Karnataka,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu emerging as the top performers. In contrast, states like Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh, and Jharkhand ranked lowest. The national average score has improved from 39.92 in 2014
to 43.89 in 2024, indicating a gradual enhancement in the functioning of panchayati raj institutions
over the past decade.

State Performances
Top Performing States
1. Karnataka

2. Kerala
3. Tamil Nadu

These states have demonstrated robust frameworks for decentralization, effective service delivery,
and strong financial management.

States with Significant Improvements

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have shown notable advancements in their panchayat systems, reflecting
effective reforms and increased devolution of powers.
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Declining Performers

Conversely, states such as Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, and Haryana have experienced declines in
their scores. This trend highlights ongoing challenges in governance and resource allocation within
these regions.

Challenges Faced by Panchayati Raj Institutions

The issue of the continuous existence of several challenges is still present even though some progress
was already made:

e Limited Financial Autonomy: Due to severe money being short, many panchayats are
unable to perform their assigned tasks properly, which in turn hampers their capacity to
deliver essential services.

e Capacity Constraints: A lot of panchayati raj institutions are not able to get good teachers
who may be qualified to educate the children which affect crucial decision-making and service
delivery.

e Accountability Issues: Many a time there are no proper techniques by which the
transparency and accountability of a system is ensured, particularly in some particular state
resulting in corruption and inefficiency.

Importance of Strengthening Panchayati Raj

As panchayati raj institutions are the main source of local governance, their successful strengthening
will guarantee rural inclusiveness and the achievement of sustainable development in rural areas.
This can be done through local governance empowerment which involves:

¢ Longer involvement of the community in the making of decisions for good governance.
e Better service delivery that customizes it to the local need.

e Tighter checks and balances through the local watersheds of the work that community
members do.

Conclusion

The government study underscores the importance of continuous evaluation and reform of
panchayati raj institutions in India. While progress has been made since the last index publication in
2014, persistent challenges must be addressed to ensure that these local bodies can effectively serve
their communities. By focusing on capacity building, financial autonomy, and accountability
measures, India can enhance the efficacy of its panchayat system, ultimately contributing to more
resilient rural governance.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. With reference to Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) in India, consider the following
statements:

1. The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 made the establishment of Gram Sabha
mandatory in every state.

2. The tenure of every Panchayat is five years from the date of its first meeting.

3. The State Election Commission is responsible for conducting elections to both
Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: (d) 1, 2, and 3
[2.12] India’s Role in Global Trans Healthcare

Context

India has the potential to emerge as a global leader in transgender healthcare, often referred to as
vishwaguru. This aspiration is rooted in the country's progressive legal framework and cultural
acceptance of gender diversity. However, achieving this goal requires comprehensive reforms in
healthcare policies, education, and societal attitudes towards transgender individuals.

Current Legal Framework
Legal Protections

India's legal scene for transgender liberation is based on some pivotal milestones in law and court.
Land:

e NALSA Judgment (2014): The Supreme Court declared transgender people as a third gender,
securing among them the rights to equality and nondiscrimination.

e Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act (2019): This Act makes it unlawful to
discriminate against transgender persons in the private and public sectors (including
education, employment, and healthcare), and it further provides that any government hospital
in a state would have to provide sex reassignment surgery at least one time per year.

Healthcare Initiatives

The Ayushman Bharat TG Plus card provides financial support of ¥5,00,000 for transgender
individuals in order to meet their healthcare needs. But despite this, the implementation of this
program is still pending in many states.

Challenges in Transgender Healthcare

Despite these advancements, several challenges hinder effective healthcare delivery for transgender
individuals:

e Limited Access to Services: It is true that there are legal provisions, but the fact that the
services are really accessible is not so true. The facilities are lacking and the medical staff are
not well trained in the public hospitals for trans people's services of surgeries and healthcare.

e Medical Education Gaps: the absence of comprehensive training of transgender health issues
in the medical curriculum is by no wonder an asset to the health providers' lack of
understanding. Medical education has demonstrated recent attempts at implementing
LGBTQIA+ competencies, but it still has a long way to go.

e Social Stigma: The distressing society’s judgments of transgender people that lead to unequal
and unjust treatment in health care settings, which then discourages them from getting the
right medical care.
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Steps Towards Becoming a Global Leader
To position India as a vishwaguru in transgender healthcare, several strategic steps must be taken:
1. Implementation of Existing Laws

e Enforce the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act: Make sure that every clause
is accurately applied in different states, especially related to healthcare provision.

2. Training and Education

o Integrate Transgender Healthcare into Medical Curricula: There needs to be a course of
action where medical colleges offer full-fledged training in transgender health and gender-
affirming procedures.

e Inservice Training: Health workers who have already been in practice should be given in-
service training programs on how they can better deal with the unique health needs of
transgender individuals.

3. Strengthening Healthcare Infrastructure

e Expand Public Healthcare Services: The type of public hospitals capable of performing
gender-affirming surgeries and linked activities should be increased.

e Improve Ayushman Bharat TG Plus Scheme: Issue the scheme to make sure that
transgender people are free of every financial difficulty to get the highest quality of health
services.

4. Policy Reforms

e Improve Documentation Policies: Streamline the application process for the change of
gender markers on legal documents like passports and IDs thus reducing the fortress of
bureaucratic hurdles around transgender individuals.

e Raise Budget Allocations: Direct more finances towards transgender healthcare programs with
the goal of service delivery and infrastructure for healthcare development.

5. Promote Awareness and Advocacy

¢ Community Engagement: The transgender community might be subjected to many human
rights violations, including physical and sexual abuse, as well as mental health stigma.
Besides, it is generally difficult to access quality medical care, and this contributes to the
growing number of injustices against transgender individuals. Also, public awareness
training, aimed at the development of the health sector and the communities understanding of
LGBTQ issues, can be described as an area of intervention.

e Support from NGOs: Work together with advocacy groups that are not financed by the
government and that are in favor of transgender rights to encourage the community in
expressing their interests when policies are being made.

Conclusion

India stands at a pivotal moment where it can redefine its role in global transgender healthcare. By
implementing existing laws effectively, enhancing medical education, improving healthcare
infrastructure, reforming policies, and fostering community engagement, India can not only meet the
needs of its transgender population but also set a benchmark for other nations. With concerted
efforts from all stakeholders, India can truly become a vishwaguru for transgender healthcare on the
global stage.

Source: The Indian Express
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. With reference to the legal framework for transgender healthcare in India, consider the
following statements:

1.

2.
3.

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 mandates the establishment
of at least one government-run transgender healthcare center in every district.

The Act prohibits discrimination against transgender persons in healthcare services.

The National Council for Transgender Persons (NCTP) advises the government on
policies related to transgender welfare, including healthcare.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only

[2.13] The RTI Conundrum: Right to Deny Information

Syllabus: Governance [GS Paper-2]

Context

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, which came into force in 2005, was a milestone law to increase
transparency and accountability in the government by giving power to citizens to obtain information
from public authorities. Yet, over time, the efficacy of the RTI Act has been undermined, converting it
from an effective instrument of transparency into what its critics now refer to as the "right to deny
information." This is due to a number of factors, such as amendments, judicial interpretations,
bureaucratic obstacles, and the abuse of exemptions.

Challenges Facing the RTI Act

Judicial Interpretations and Amendments: Judicial decisions have also contributed to
curbing the extent of the RTI Act. For example, the Supreme Court ruling in Girish
Ramchandra Deshpande vs Central Information Commissioner (2012) permitted government
officers to conceal vital information by deeming it as "personal," a precedent followed in
several subsequent judgments to curb transparency. Also, the 2019 amendment to the RTI
Act empowered the government to determine the tenure and remuneration of the Central
Information Commissioner (CIC) and State Information Commissioners (SICs), thus
diminishing their autonomy and independence.

Bureaucratic Resistance: Bureaucratic resistance is another significant problem confronting
the RTI Act. Public Information Officers tend to keep responses pending indefinitely or give
incomplete information, subverting the intent of the Act. Most Information Commissioners,
who are usually retired bureaucrats, have been hesitant to empower citizens and see their
offices as post-retirement sinecures instead of as champions of transparency.

Abuse of Exemptions: The RTI Act has provisions for exemptions under Section 8, which are
routinely abused by government officials to deny requests without proper reason. Information
not relating to security or trade secrets continues to be refused on vague grounds. In addition,
the "third-party" provision is in many cases used to deny RTI requests, even where public
interest is at stake.

Harassment of RTI Activists: Intimidation and harassment of RTI activists have also
deterred people from employing the RTI Act. More than 100 RTI activists have been assaulted
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or murdered while seeking information for revealing corruption, making it apparent that there
is danger involved in using the Act to seek information.

Key Features of the RTI Act

Right to Information: Any citizen of India can ask for information from a public authority,
and the authority has to reply within 30 days (or 48 hours in cases pertaining to life and
liberty).

Jurisdiction: The Act applies to all the levels of government—central, state, and local
authorities, including government-aided NGOs and institutions.

Public Information Officers (PIOs): PIOs need to be appointed by every government
department in order to address RTI applications and furnish information.

Appeal Mechanism: If the applicant fails to get satisfaction in the response, they can appeal
before the First Appellate Authority and then to the Central or State Information Commission.

Penalties: Administrators who fail to respond within the given time period or provide wrong
information can be penalized to a maximum of ¥25,000.

Implications of a Weakening RTI Act

The erosion of the RTI Act has significant implications for governance in India:

Decreased Government Transparency and Accountability: One of the fundamental goals of
the RTI Act was to enhance the transparency and accountability of the government towards
the public. By enabling people to ask for information regarding governmental choices, policies,
and spending, the Act sought to ensure public officers remained accountable for their actions.
Yet the growing reluctance of Information Commissions to impose penalties and excessive
delay in furnishing information have made it convenient for authorities to dodge
accountability.

Impact on Public Trust: The conversion of the RTI Act to a "right to deny information"
weakening public trust in governance. Citizens feel that their right to know is progressively
being strangled, and this is causing disillusionment with democratic process.

Source: The Hindu

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. With reference to the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, consider the following

statements:
1. The RTI Act applies to all states and Union Territories of India, including Jammu and
Kashmir.
2. The Information Commission at both the Central and State levels has the power to
impose penalties on officials for non-compliance.
3. Under the Act, public authorities must respond to an RTI request within 45 days.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(A) 1 and 2 only
(B) 2 only

(C) 1 and 3 only
(D) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: (B) 2 only
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[2.14] Restricting Interfaith Relationships in Modern India

Syllabus: Governance [GS Paper-2]

Context

The recent implementation of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in Uttarakhand marks a significant shift
in how Interfaith relationships are governed in India. While proponents argue that it promotes gender
justice and administrative efficiency, critics highlight its potential to curtail personal freedoms,
reinforce patriarchal control, and institutionalize segregation.

Background and Provisions

e Uttarakhand became the first state in India to adopt a UCC, seeking to implement a common
legal system for personal issues like marriage, divorce, inheritance, and live-in relationships.

e The law covers all residents excluding Scheduled Tribe members and has provisions such as
compulsory registration of marriages, common reasons for divorce, and equal rights of sons
and daughters in inheritance.

e But these provisions are subject to a rider: they bring state surveillance into intimate
relationships, especially live-in relationships, by requiring registration and enlisting the help
of religious leaders in the process.

Challenges for Interfaith Relationships

e Interfaith marriages in India already have to overcome significant social and legal obstacles.
Current laws, like the Special Marriage Act, 1954, mandate a 30-day public notice period,
leaving couples vulnerable to harassment.

e The situation has deteriorated with anti-conversion legislations in various states, which
introduce bureaucratic hurdles and encourage vigilante groups affiliated with right-wing
groups.

¢ Not only do these laws bring procedural hurdles but also give legal impunity for extrajudicial
policing of personal decisions, which erodes individual rights.

State Surveillance and Criminalization of Live-in Relationships

e The UCC in Uttarakhand expands state authority beyond legal marriages by requiring the
registration of live-in relationships.

e Couples have to file elaborate applications and obtain sanction from religious leaders or heads
of community, informing members of the family in the process. Default is criminalized, with
punishment ranging from imprisonment to fines.

e This disproportionately targets interfaith couples demanding privacy under the pressure of
society. Reports suggest that barely a few couples have been able to register their live-in
relationships, while others have approached the law seeking protection.

Broader Implications

e Empowering Religious Institutions: By requiring religious certification for marriages or
conversions, the UCC formalizes the authority of religious leaders over personal relationships.
This contradicts India's constitutional guarantees of individual freedom and secularism,
reinforcing the notion that personal relationships must conform to religious norms rather
than personal choice. This shift empowers religious institutions in a secular state, potentially
undermining the principles of equality and justice.

¢ Enhancing Familial Control Over Women: The legal requirement to notify families of live-in
relationships places women at heightened risk of coercion, honor-based violence, and forced
separation. Patriarchal narratives often depict women in interfaith relationships as victims of
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manipulation, further limiting their agency. These legal frameworks reinforce family and
community control over women's autonomy, undermining their rights and freedoms.

o Legitimizing Vigilantism: The public notices and family notifications required by these laws
allow extremist groups to monitor and intervene in interfaith relationships. This provides a
legal shield for extrajudicial policing, increasing communal tensions and threatening the
safety of individuals in such relationships.

e A Dangerous Precedent: Uttarakhand's implementation of the UCC is not an isolated
incident but a potential model for other states. Rajasthan and Gujarat are considering similar
frameworks, indicating a coordinated effort to regulate personal relationships through legal
mechanisms. This trend threatens India's pluralistic traditions and risks institutionalizing
social segregation, undermining the principles of democracy and personal liberty.

Conclusion

The implementation of the UCC in Uttarakhand, alongside anti-conversion laws, represents an
unprecedented level of state interference in personal relationships. By bureaucratizing interfaith
unions, strengthening religious authority, curtailing women's freedoms, and legitimizing vigilantism,
these laws erode individual rights and deepen communal divisions. If similar policies are adopted in
other states, India risks undermining its democratic fabric and the very principles of personal liberty
and secularism. It is crucial for policymakers to balance the need for legal uniformity with the
protection of individual freedoms and the promotion of social harmony.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the challenges and implications of interfaith relationships in modern India. How do
legal, social, and political factors influence such relationships? Suggest measures to promote
social harmony while respecting individual rights. (250 words)

[2.15] Ancient Tea Horse Road: Significance & History

Syllabus : History [GS Paper-1]

Context

The Tea Horse Road or Chamagudao is an old system of caravan routes that linked China, Tibet, and
India. The Tea Horse Road was an important trade route that helped ensure cultural and economic
exchange between these places for centuries. Though not as well known as the Silk Road, the Tea
Horse Road was equally important in the trade of tea, horses, and other precious goods across some
of the globe's most rugged terrain.

Historical Background

The Tea Horse Road began in the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE), when commerce between
southwestern China, Tibet, and India initially prospered. Early trade transactions were recorded by
Buddhist monk Yijing, with Chinese goods such as sugar, cloth, and rice noodles being transported
out, while horses, Tibetan gold, saffron, and medicinal plants were shipped to China.
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Significance of the Tea Horse Road

¢ Economic Importance: The Tea Horse Road was an essential business route for centuries. It
accommodated the trade between China tea and Tibetan horses, which were important for
China's warfare. Official markets along the road were set by the government of the Song
Dynasty to manage this trade, which helped stabilize regional economies.

o Tea Trade: Tibetan nomads needed tea as it brought warmth and energy in cold
climates. Tibetans made yak butter tea a part of their staple diet.

o Horse Trade: Horses were needed for China's military, especially in battles against
Mongolian tribes. Tibetan horses were extremely prized in China.

¢ Cultural Importance: In addition to its economic function, the Tea Horse Road was a cultural
bridge between Tibet, China, and India. It enabled cultural exchanges, including spiritual
exchanges through Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity. The route also played an important
part in disseminating tea across Asia, adding to the cultural heritage of the countries it
passed through.

The Road's Network and Challenges

The Tea Horse Road was not a solitary trail but a network of routes emanating from southwest China
and extending far into the Indian subcontinent, Nepal, and Bangladesh. Major cities along the way
were Dali and Lijiang in Yunnan Province and Lhasa in Tibet. The trip was dangerous because of
rugged terrain, severe weather, and high elevations up to 10,000 feet.

Role in Modern History

e Early 20th Century Expansion: After the Qing Dynasty's collapse in 1912, the Tea Horse
Road became increasingly important. China's integration into the global market expanded
Yunnan's tea business as it brought new methods of trade and products to the mountainous
area.

e World War II and Strategic Significance: During World War II, when large parts of China's
coast were under the occupation of Japan, the Tea Horse Road was used as a substitute
supply route for carrying merchandise and war supplies to China's resistance army.

e Decline and Revival: With the founding of the People's Republic of China in 1949, the
significance of the Tea Horse Road began to fade because of Mao Zedong's land reforms and
improvements in contemporary transportation. Recently, though, China has encouraged
tourism along the ancient route, emphasizing its cultural importance. Lijiang, an important
commercial center, was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997.

Conclusion

The Tea Horse Road was more than a merchant route; it was a thread of life spanning China, Tibet,
and India for centuries. Although its economic importance has receded, it is still a cultural and
historical icon of cross-border exchange. Conservation efforts at the site of its former trails through
tourism and research underscore its impact on economic and cultural destinies of regions it once
threaded. The increased attention given to this ancient road is a reminder of the strong historical
connection between China and India.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. With reference to the Ancient Tea Horse Road, consider the following statements:
1. It was a trade route that connected India, China, and Tibet.
2. The primary commodities traded were tea from China and horses from Tibet.
3

This route was primarily used during the colonial period under British rule.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(A) 1 and 2 only
(B) 2 and 3 only
(C) 1 and 3 only
(D) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: (A) 1 and 2 only

[2.16] US’s "Gold Card" Immigration Initiative

Syllabus - International Relations [GS Paper-2]

Context

US President Donald Trump introduced a new "gold card" immigration initiative, changing the EB-5
visa application. For a $5 million investment, wealthy foreign investors can gain a path to U.S.
citizenship and permanent residency.

Importance
e Attracting Wealthy Investors

o The truthful residency pathway may also encourage high-net-worth people to move to
the U.S.

o These investors should contribute to the economy through actual property, luxury
markets, and business investments.

¢ Reducing Fraud Risks
o The EB-5 application has faced allegations of fraud.

o A direct, high-cost purchase model may also help minimize misuse and regulatory
loopholes.

Concerns Surrounding the Gold Card Program
e Citizenship for Sale

o The program prioritizes wealth over merit, potentially disadvantageous to professional
professionals.

o It raises moral and political concerns about equity in immigration policy.
¢ Risk of Financial Misuse

o Investment-based immigration programs can be exploited for money laundering and
foreign impact.

o Lack of robust regulatory oversight may also increase those risks.
¢ No Economic Contribution Requirement

o Unlike EB-5, the Gold Card does not mandate process creation or commercial business
investment.

o Passive investors ought to benefit residency without contributing to the U.S. Economy.
e Historical Precedents and Policy Questions

o A comparable application in Canada became discontinued because of large misuse.
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Challenges Ahead for the Gold Card Program
¢ Legislative Hurdles in Congress
o Immigration policy modifications require congressional approval.

o While Republicans maintain a majority, not all can also help a program perceived as
"promoting" citizenship.

o Democrats are anticipated to oppose the thought.
e Potential Legal Challenges

o Most visa-related legal issues rise up from program management instead of the policy
itself.

o Itis unsure what legal challenges the Gold Card may also face.

Impact of Gold Card Program on Indian Investors
e In 2023, only 631 Indians obtained Green Cards through the EB-5 application.

e Given the $5 million (R43 crore) price tag, the Gold Card might not be attractive to many
Indian investors.

e Impact on applicants from other categories

o Over 1,000,000 Indians are among those waiting for green cards in the U.S., in line
with US government statistics.

o In employment based categories, the backlog for Indian candidates is projected to
reach 2.19 million by 2030.

Comparison: EB-5 vs. Gold Card
e EB-5 Program
o Established in 1990 and managed by USCIS.

o Grants Green Cards to foreign investors who invest at least $1.05 million ($800,000 in
positive cases).

o Requires the advent of at least 10 jobs for Americans.

¢ Gold Card Program
o Likely does no longer require investment in American agencies or process introduction.
o Allows direct purchase of a Green Card for $5 million.

e Administration and Processing

o United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) is predicted to adjust and
issue Gold Cards.

o Likely involvement of the Department of State and Department of Commerce.

o Faster processing times anticipated to encourage participation.

Source: The Indian Express

Mains PYQ

1. ‘What introduces friction into the ties between India and the United States is that
Washington is still unable to find for India a position in its global strategy, which would
satisfy India’s National self-esteem and ambitions’. Explain with suitable examples. (2019)
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US President Donald Trump introduced a new "gold card" immigration initiative, changing the
EB-5 visa application. For a $5 million investment, wealthy foreign investors can gain a path
to U.S. citizenship and permanent residency.

Attracting Wealthy Investors

o The truthful residency pathway may also encourage high-net-worth people to move to
the U.S.

o These investors should contribute to the economy through actual property, luxury
markets, and business investments.

Reducing Fraud Risks
o The EB-5 application has faced allegations of fraud.

o A direct, high-cost purchase model may also help minimize misuse and regulatory
loopholes.

[2.17] Concerns of Southern States regarding Delimitation

Context

Union Home Minister assured that southern states could not lose any parliamentary seats after
delimitation, addressing issues of states like Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

Key Highlights

Due to slower population growth in the South as compared to the North, delimitation based
on the recent data could have led to a large increase in seats for northern states.

Delimitation, which redraws constituency boundaries, is expected after the not on time
Census and was initially set for 2026.

In Independent India’s history, delimitation has taken place 4 times — 1952, 1963, 1973 and
2002.

Concerns of Southern States Over Delimitation

Southern states worry that delimitation based on the current population statistics will reduce
their representation in Parliament, weakening their political influence.

Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin introduced an all-celebration meeting on March 5 to talk about
delimitation, calling it a looming chance to southern states.

Need for Delimitation

Delimitation is a constitutional mandate achieved after each Census to readjust the number of
seats in Parliament and kingdom Assemblies and redefine constituency boundaries.

Article 82 of the Constitution mandates that once every Census, the allocation of Lok Sabha
seats need to be adjusted based on population changes.
o However, Article 81 limits the total number of Lok Sabha members to 550, with 530
from states and 20 from Union Territories.

It also requires that the ratio of seats to the population in every state be as uniform as
feasible, ensuring that constituencies throughout the country have more or less the same
populations.

The intention is to ensure the same illustration by retaining similar population sizes across
constituencies.
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History of Delimitation in India

e Pre-1976: After the Censuses of 1951, 1961, and 1971, seats in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and
state Assemblies have been redistributed.

¢ 42nd Amendment (1976): During the Emergency, Parliament froze the total number of seats
till the 2001 Census to prevent states with higher population growth from losing illustration at
the same time as imposing family planning measures.

e 2001 Delimitation: While constituency boundaries were redrawn, the quantity of seats
remained unchanged due to opposition from southern states.

Impact of Delimitation on Lok Sabha Seats and Elections

e The quantity of seats each state gets after delimitation will depend on the lowest average
population that a future delimitation fee establishes.

e In 1977, every MP represented an average of 10.11 lakh people. Ideally, constituencies need to
be flippantly allotted around this average.

Potential Increase in Lok Sabha Strength

e If the 10.11 lakh common is retained, Lok Sabha strength may need to rise to nearly 1,400
based on 2025 population projections.

e UP (along with Uttarakhand) may need to see its seats triple from 85 to 250, when Bihar (such
as Jharkhand) could increase from 25 to 82.

e Tamil Nadu and Kerala would see only moderate increases (39 to 76 and 20 to 36,
respectively).

e Since the new Parliament has only 888 seats, this formula is not likely to be implemented.

e Experts trust that no matter the formulation, southern states could benefit from fewer seats
compared to northern states, reinforcing worries over their diminishing political influence.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ

1. With reference to the Delimitation Commission consider the following statements: (2012)
1. The orders of the Delimitation Commission cannot be challenged in a Court of Law.

2. When the orders of the Delimitation Commission are laid before the Lok Sabha or
State Legislative Assembly, they cannot effect any modification in the orders.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)

¢ Union Home Minister assured that southern states could not lose any parliamentary seats
after delimitation, addressing issues of states like Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

¢ Southern states worry that delimitation based on the current population statistics will reduce
their representation in Parliament, weakening their political influence.

e Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin introduced an all-celebration meeting on March 5 to talk about
delimitation, calling it a looming chance to southern states.
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Due to slower population growth in the South as compared to the North, delimitation based
on the recent data could have led to a large increase in seats for northern states.

Delimitation, which redraws constituency boundaries, is expected after the not on time
Census and was initially set for 2026.

[2.18] Establishment of a Deregulation Commission

Context

In a vast move aimed at promoting ease of doing business and lowering bureaucratic red tape, the
Prime Minister of India introduced the established order of a Deregulation Commission.

Understanding Deregulation

Deregulation refers to the procedure of reducing or removing government-imposed restrictions
on industries to promote loose-market opposition and performance.

In India, bureaucratic red tape, immoderate licensing necessities, and sectoral restrictions
have regularly deterred agencies, specially startups and MSMEs, from reaching their complete
capacity.

Key Highlights of the Announcement

Prime Minister Modi highlighted the government’s efforts to put off loads of archaic
compliances through the Jan Vishwas 2.0 initiative, and emphasised the need for much less
government interference in society.

Focus areas encompass banking, energy, telecom, retail, and production.

The Deregulation Commission ambitions to discover and put off unnecessary government
guidelines.

It aims to work alongside present regulatory bodies which include RBI, SEBI, TRAI, and
CERC, at the side of accelerating private investment, decreasing red tape, and improving
financial competitiveness.

Key Reasons for Establishing a Deregulation Commission

Reducing Bureaucratic Red Tape: India ranks 63rd inside the Ease of Doing Business Index
(2020) by the World Bank.

o A Deregulation Commission might recognize lowering immoderate paperwork,
streamlining approval tactics, and doing away with redundant laws.

Enhancing Economic Growth: Sectors which include production, infrastructure, and virtual
financial system require quicker clearances and simplified compliance mechanisms.

Encouraging Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Startups and MSMEs regularly bottlenecks
with regulatory bottlenecks, consisting of more than one approvals, high tax burdens, and
stringent hard work legal guidelines.

Revisiting Outdated Laws: Several colonial-generation laws nonetheless exist in India’s legal
bodywork. A Deregulation Commission may need to advocate amendments or repeals of such
archaic laws to align with modern governance needs.

Boosting FDI: India has witnessed growing FDI inflows, but restrictive rules in sectors like
retail, policy, and e-trade nevertheless pose challenges.

Strengthening Federalism and State Autonomy: Regulations range throughout states,
leading to inconsistencies in business environments.
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o A vital body could work with nation governments to create uniform regulations,
ensuring a level playing area for organizations throughout India.

Increased Competition & Efficiency: Lower expenses and better services for purchasers.
o Private sector participation has more desirable productivity.

Negative Impact of Deregulation

Market Failures: Unchecked deregulation can lead to monopolies and economic crises (e.g.,
the 2008 economic crisis).

Job Losses in PSUs: Privatization brought about layoffs in public sector businesses.

Regulatory Capture: Private entities may have an effect on policies of their choice, harming
consumer pursuits.

o Some industries noticed the rise of dominant gamers (e.g., Jio in telecom).

Rural Disparities: Wealth awareness in the arms of a few can widen social inequalities.
Benefits of deregulation are erratically distributed, with rural areas lagging.

Environmental Concerns: Rapid business increase has accelerated pollutants and useful
resource depletion.

Way Forward

Ensuring Consumer Protection: Regulations that guard client rights and fair competition
need to not be diluted.

Preventing Corporate Malpractices: Oversight is important to prevent monopolies and
unethical practices.

Balancing Public Welfare and Business Interests: Sectors like healthcare and education
require careful deregulation to keep away from profiteering.

Source: The ET

Prelims PYQ

1. Consider the following statements: (2018)

1. Human capital formation as a concept is better explained in terms of a process that
enables individuals of a country to accumulate more capital.
2. increasing the knowledge, skill levels and capacities of the people of the country.
3. accumulation of tangible wealth.
4. accumulation of intangible wealth
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 4

(d) 1, 3 and 4

Ans: (c)

In a vast move aimed at promoting ease of doing business and lowering bureaucratic red tape,
the Prime Minister of India introduced the established order of a Deregulation Commission.
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e Prime Minister Modi highlighted the government’s efforts to put off loads of archaic
compliances through the Jan Vishwas 2.0 initiative, and emphasised the need for much less
government interference in society.

e Focus areas encompass banking, energy, telecom, retail, and production.

e The Deregulation Commission ambitions to discover and put off unnecessary government
guidelines.

e It aims to work alongside present regulatory bodies which include RBI, SEBI, TRAI, and
CERC, at the side of accelerating private investment, decreasing red tape, and improving
financial competitiveness.

[2.19] India and UAE CEPA

Context

The India-United Arab Emirates (UAE) Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) has
completed 3 years of its signing in 2025.

About Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
e Itis India’s first deep and full-fledged Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in the last decade.

e It represents a strategic economic collaboration among essential trade partners and is
expected to seriously enhance bilateral trade and investment flows.

e Signed in February 2022, CEPA covers a wide variety of sectors, along with:
o Trade in Goods & Services
o Pharmaceuticals
o Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
o Investment & Digital Trade

Significance of India-UAE CEPA

e Boosting Bilateral Trade: Aims to increase trade in items to USD 100 billion and trade in
services to USD 15 billion over the subsequent five years.

o Strengthens financial ties with one of India’s largest trade partners in the Gulf region.

e Job Creation & Economic Growth: Expected to generate over 1 million activity opportunities
for the Indian workforce through trade liberalization and progressed market access.

e Preferential Market Access for Indian Goods: Enhances market access for India’s labour-in
depth exports. Provides zero-duty market access for 90% of India’s exports to the UAE,
enhancing India’s global competitiveness.

>

e Strengthening UAE-India Trade Links within the Gulf Region: Expands Indian exporters
access to UAE’s neighbouring markets, mainly the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states,
Africa, and Europe.

Brief evaluation of the UAE and India relations
e Political: India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) established diplomatic relations in 1972.

e Multilateral Cooperation: India and the UAE are currently a part of several plurilateral
platforms along with I12U2 (India-Israel-UAE-USA) and UFI (UAE-France-India) Trilateral, etc.
UAE was also invited as a Guest Country to the G-20 Summit.
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e Economic & Commercial: India UAE change, worth US$180 million per annum in the 1970s,
is these days US$85 billion making UAE, India’s third biggest trading accomplice for the year
2022-23 after China and US.

o UAE is the second biggest export destination of India (after the USA) with an average of
nearly US$ 31.61 billion for the year 2022-23.

e Defence cooperation: It is recommended via a Joint Defence Cooperation Committee (JDCC)
at the Ministry level, with the signing of Agreement on Defence Cooperation in 2003, which
came into effect in 2004.

¢ Nuclear Cooperation: India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for civil nuclear cooperation in 2024.

o In 2015, both countries had agreed to cooperate in “peaceful use of nuclear energy”,
the settlement is part of the UAE’s policy of expanding investments into the nuclear
energy sector.

e Space Cooperation: Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the UAE Space Agency
signed an MoU regarding cooperation in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
functions in 2016.

¢ Indian Community: Indian expatriate community of about 3.5 million is the most important
ethnic network in UAE constituting more or less about 35% of the country’s population.

¢ NRI Remittances: The annual remittances made by the Indian community is 18% of the full
remittances to India [2020-21 data].

Challenges

e Trade Imbalances: India has a trade deficit with the UAE, mainly because of high oil imports
from the UAE, which makes the economic relationship uneven in spite of growing non-oil
trade.

e Geopolitical Tensions in the Region: Political instability within the Middle East and the Gulf
region affect bilateral relations, in particular with India’s strategic interests in the region.

e Labor and Migration Issues: India is considered one of the most important resources of
migrant exertions within the UAE, and troubles associated with the welfare and rights of
Indian people have been a factor of subject.

e Foreign Policy of UAE: India’s relations with countries like Iran and Pakistan on occasion
complicate its relations with the UAE, which maintains special strategic priorities in the area.

Way Ahead

e Strengthen Economic and Trade Ties: Continue to focus on diversifying trade oil, aiming for
the USD 100 billion goal for non-oil exchange by 2030.

e Joint Strategic and Security Cooperation: Enhance collaboration in counter-terrorism,
nearby security, and defense, focusing at the shared aim of a strong and peaceful Middle East.

¢ Address Labor and Migrant Issues: Work toward enhancing the welfare and rights of Indian
migrant workers in the UAE through high exertions rules and security mechanisms.

Source: The Indian Express
Mains PYQ

1. The question of India’s Energy Security constitutes the most important part of India’s
economic progress. Analyse India’s energy policy cooperation with West Asian countries.
(2017)
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e The India-United Arab Emirates (UAE) Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) has completed 3 years of its signing in 2025.

e Itis India’s first deep and full-fledged Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in the last decade.

e It represents a strategic economic collaboration among essential trade partners and is
expected to seriously enhance bilateral trade and investment flows.

e Signed in February 2022, CEPA covers a wide variety of sectors, along with:
o Trade in Goods & Services
o Pharmaceuticals
o Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
o Investment & Digital Trade

[2.20] India’s LNG Landscape

Context

India’s LNG imports from the US reached a record 7.14 billion cubic meters (BCM) in the first 11
months of 2024, marking a 71% year-over-year growth.

About LNG

e Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is natural gasoline cooled to -162°C (-260°F), remodeling it into a
liquid state for simpler storage and supply.

e Composed frequently of methane (90%), LNG is odorless, colorless, non-toxic, and non-
corrosive.

India’s LNG Landscape

e As the world’s third-largest energy purchaser, India is experiencing the fast-growing energy
demand globally.

e Economic growth is fueling higher power consumption, making LNG a strategic gas source.

e India’s LNG infrastructure includes import terminals, pipelines, and distribution networks
serving energy plants, industries, and town fuel systems.

e However, existing infrastructure faces congestion and supply chain inefficiencies, restricting
its complete ability.

e US Overtakes UAE: In 2023, the US became India’s 2nd-biggest LNG provider, overtaking the
UAE, even as Qatar remains the pinnacle supplier.

e 53.5% Growth in 2024: India’s LNG imports from the US expanded by 53.5% in 2024
compared to the entire 2023 calendar year.

¢ Key Growth Drivers:
o US expansion in liquefaction potential
o Competitive pricing
o Strategic proximity via the Cape of Good Hope

Why Does India Need LNG?

e Energy Diversification: As India shifts away from coal, LNG performs a key function within
the clean energy transition.
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¢ Energy Transition & Net-Zero Goals: India is shifting from coal-based power to LNG to
lessen carbon emissions and meet its net-zero goal with the aid of 2070.

e Industrial Demand: The business area calls for cleaner energy, and LNG is a suitable
alternative because of its low emissions and green combustion.

e Urbanization & City Gas Networks: Growing city regions are using the enlargement of
metropolis fuel distribution (CGD) networks.

o Piped Natural Gas (PNG) is a purifier and more secure opportunity to conventional
cooking fuels, enhancing urban residing standards.

Challenges in India’s LNG Sector

¢ Infrastructure Deficiencies: India aims to increase natural gas share to 15% of its energy
blend by 2030, but LNG infrastructure remains inadequate.

o Congested LNG terminals motivate delays and inefficiencies.

e Limited Pipeline Network: Underdeveloped pipelines limit LNG distribution to remote
regions.

e Storage Constraints: India’s restricted LNG garage ability makes it susceptible to
international cost fluctuations and supply disruptions.

Government Initiatives to Boost LNG

e Energy Transition Policy: Shift toward purifier fuels with a goal to increase fuel share to
15% by 2030.

e National Gas Grid Expansion: Strengthening the LNG pipeline network to decorate supply
efficiency.

e Expansion of City Gas Distribution (CGD): Accelerating urban access to Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) and Compressed Natural Gas (CNG).

e Development of New LNG Terminals: Expanding import and storage centers.

e Priority Gas Allocation: Allocating home natural gas to key sectors like CNG for transport
and PNG for families.

Liberalization of Gas Pricing

e Marketing and pricing freedom for fuel from high-pressure, deepwater, and coal seam
resources, with a ceiling charge mechanism.

e Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) Initiative:
o Promotes Bio-CNG as a clean opportunity for transportation.

Conclusion & Way Forward

¢ Investment Incentives: The government ought to introduce coverage measures to inspire
private and foreign investment in LNG infrastructure.

¢ Regulatory Simplification: Streamlining approval approaches to accelerate LNG terminal
and pipeline expansion.

e Small-Scale LNG Development: Supporting studies and deployment of small-scale LNG
plants for decentralized energy supply.

e Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs): Collaborative efforts among government, private sector,
and economic establishments are critical for building a resilient LNG ecosystem.

Source: The Indian Express
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Prelims PYQ

1. The question of India’s Energy Security constitutes the most important part of India’s
economic progress. Analyse India’s energy policy cooperation with West Asian countries.
(2017)

e India’s LNG imports from the US reached a record 7.14 billion cubic meters (BCM) in the first
11 months of 2024, marking a 71% year-over-year growth.

o Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is natural gasoline cooled to -162°C (-260°F), remodeling it into a
liquid state for simpler storage and supply.

e Composed frequently of methane (90%), LNG is odorless, colorless, non-toxic, and non-
corrosive.

e As the world’s third-largest energy purchaser, India is experiencing the fast-growing energy
demand globally.

¢ Economic growth is fueling higher power consumption, making LNG a strategic gas source.

[2.21] Environmental Challenges of Al

Context

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has become a transformative force in modern society, revolutionizing
industries and economies while enhancing daily life. However, its rapid expansion raises critical
environmental concerns.

Economic Potential of Al

The global Al market is valued at $200 billion and is projected to contribute up to $15.7 trillion to the
global economy by 2030. This immense economic potential underscores Al's significance but also
highlights the need to address its environmental footprint.

Environmental Impact of Al

Al's environmental impact can be analyzed across several stages: hardware production,
infrastructure, and operational energy consumption.

Hardware Production and Infrastructure
1. Raw Material Extraction and Manufacturing

o Rare Earth Metals: The manufacturing of Al hardware requires rare earth metals like
lithium, cobalt, and nickel. These metals are mined under conditions that contribute to
deforestation, habitat destruction, and significant carbon emissions.

o Unethical Labour Practices: The extraction of these materials often involves unethical
labor practices in some regions, adding a social dimension to the environmental
concerns.

2. Energy-Intensive Production

o The fabrication of semiconductors and other Al hardware involves complex chemical
processes and high-temperature treatments, consuming vast amounts of energy.
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Operational Energy Consumption
1. Data Centers

o Electricity Demand: The rise of generative Al models has dramatically increased the
demand for data centers, which are used to train and run deep learning models. These
data centers consume large amounts of electricity, contributing significantly to
environmental impacts2.

o Water Consumption: Besides electricity, data centers also consume substantial
amounts of water for cooling systems2.

2. Electronic Waste

o The proliferation of Al infrastructure leads to the production of electronic waste, which
poses disposal challenges and environmental hazards.

Potential Solutions for Sustainability

Despite the environmental challenges posed by AI, there are opportunities to make Al more
sustainable.

Sustainable Infrastructure and Energy

1. Renewable Energy Integration: Transitioning data centers to renewable energy sources can
significantly reduce carbon emissions. Integrating Al into smart grids can optimize power use
and efficiency.

2. Efficient Data Centers: Designing data centers with energy efficiency in mind, such as using
advanced cooling systems or modular designs, can reduce overall energy consumption.

Coalition for Sustainable Al

The Coalition for Sustainable Al, launched by UNEP and other stakeholders, aims to promote
sustainable Al practices globally. This initiative includes over 90 members, focusing on green Al and
leveraging Al for environmental solutions.

Al for Environmental Solutions
Al can also be a tool for addressing environmental challenges:
e Monitoring Emissions: Al can help track greenhouse gas emissions more effectively.

e Conservation Efforts: Al can aid in mapping and analyzing environmental degradation, such
as deforestation or habitat destruction.

e Sustainable Resource Management: Al can optimize resource use in industries, reducing
waste and improving efficiency.

Conclusion

Al's environmental problem is multifaceted, involving hardware production, energy consumption, and
electronic waste. However, by transitioning to sustainable practices, integrating renewable energy,
and leveraging Al for environmental solutions, it is possible to mitigate these impacts. The future of
Al must balance economic growth with environmental sustainability to ensure a more sustainable
future for all.

Source: The Hindu
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the environmental challenges posed by Artificial Intelligence (AI) with a focus on
energy consumption, e-waste, and resource depletion. Suggest sustainable strategies to
mitigate these challenges.

[2.22] Women In Workforce India: The good trend

Context:

e A latest survey by the National Statistical Office (NSO) has reported a welcome increase in the
women workforce of India.

e The Time Use Survey (TUS) 2024 shows key changes in activities related to employment,
unpaid domestic work and care responsibilities. This study indicates a step towards gender
equality and women’s economic empowerment in India.

Increase in Workforce Participation

¢ Women’s employment-related activities saw a rise from 21.8% in 2019 to 25% in 2024.

e This classification implies that women are approaching the workforce and participating in
economic advancements at a greater rate.

e The growth can be attributed to things such as internal governmental laws and legislation,
greater access to education, and changing views among governmental systems and social
structures of women working outside of their homes.

¢ Nowadays women have boundless prospects in areas like technology, health and
entrepreneurship, to find a job.

¢ Flexible work and remote jobs have also allowed women to achieve a better work-life balance.

Decline in Unpaid Domestic Work

¢ Women have traditionally been tasked traditionally with a great deal of unpaid domestic work
such as cooking, cleaning and childcare, and so on.

e According to the survey, the amount of time that the women in the sample spent on these
activities dropped from 315 minutes per day in 2019 to 305 minutes per day in 2024.

This drop may be caused by:

e More use of household appliances that decrease the workload.
e More hiring of domestic workers in cities.
e Greater guys and family members' participating in domestic duties.

e Though the cut is tiny, it signifies a move in the direction of lowering the burden of unpaid
domestic work on females.

@ www.vajiraciasacademy.com



Growing Recognition of Caregiving Responsibilities

e Caregiving entails providing care for children, elderly family members or ill family members.

e The findings indicate that 41% of the female population aged 15-59 participates in caregiver
activities while 21.4% of male population are engaged in the same activities.

e Although women still do the bulk of care, men’s involvement is growing.

This change could be due to:

¢ Increased understanding of shared parenting and family duties.
e More women are joining the workforce, forcing men to be home contributors.
e Government and social movements to promote gender equality in caregiving.

e Encouraging Men To Take Caregiving Tasks Can Relieve Burden On Women & Balance Family
Life.

Context and Importance of These Changes

e Traditionally, Indian society followed the gender roles where men utilized to work outside of
home and women are considered caretakers of the house.

e Through the years, education and awareness have shifted people's perception to gender roles.

Government of India has implemented a number of schemes to promote female employment
including-

o Skill development programs.

e Maternity benefits and childcare facilities.

Conclusion

e The growth in women'’s labor force participation is an important step towards achieving gender
equality and economic empowerment.

e The decrease in unpaid domestic work indicates that home duties are becoming more shared.
Even though women still bear a considerable caring burden, men’s participation is slowly increasing.

To sustain this progress there is a requirement for:

e More supportive of working women policies.
e Greater education about fifty-fifty split of residence and child rearing duties.
¢ Incitement for men to not only take-duty for caring professions, but household duties.

e These changes signal a gradual but a drug free society compliments both men and women to
the economy and family life in balance.
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[2.23] Madras HC Ruling on Night Arrest of Women

Context

There has been a landmark ruling by the Madras High Court on the question of the arrest, by
the police, of women at night with a bearing on both law enforcement and the legal rights of
women.

This ruling pertains to the interpretation of provisions under the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) and the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).

Background: Legal Provisions for Arresting Women

Legal provisions regarding women'’s arrest in India are mainly derived from Section 46(4) CrPC
and Section 43(5) BNSS.

These clauses generally ban women being handcuffed at sunset or prior to dawn, unless
under special circumstances. In such cases, a prior permission from a magistrate is needed,
which is acquired with participation of a woman police officer.

The Madras High Court Decision

Directory Vs. Mandatory

The Madras High Court ruled that the GER CrPC Section 46 (4) and BNSS section 43 (5) are
directory in nature, not as a mandatory provision.

This suggests that such provisions are merely guidelines concerning the arrest of females, yet
such do not mandate by law that they be done at all price.

Implication of Rulings

Practical Situation - Court said that it has to be understood that the work, which an officer
of police is carrying out, the officer is carrying out that work in discharge of a public duty in
which strict adherence to the provisions cannot be insisted upon so as to hamper enforcement
of the law.

So in cases like violent crimes, where immediate actions need to be taken, the police in some
cases might have to move without waiting for the probation of the Magistrate during the
night.

Victim Rights:

The judgment also expressed that the victim will not face the consequences for the mistakes of
the Police.

Therefore the balance that must be struck between safeguard provisions and law enforcement
is a matter to be taken into account.
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Need for Clear Guidelines

e The court asked the police department to frame a definitive guide stating what are truly
exceptional circumstances, in which women could be arrested at night.

e This goes without saying to prevent possible abuse or outright disregard of the provision and
to clarify things out on the part of the implementation among her officers.

Legal Safeguards for Women
Existing Safeguards

Restraint on Arrest Timing: A lady can not be apprehended between sundown and sun upward,
except amid uncommon circumstances.

Magistrate's Pass: In certain cases, prior permission from the magistrate needs to be obtained by
measurable report by the woman police officer.

Protection from Physical Contact: The arresting officer cannot touch the woman in any manner
unless compelled to do so or if a female officer.

Past Suggestions and Supreme Court Observations

¢ Law Commission Report: Law Commission Report 135 and 154 suggested RESTRICTION ON
NO.HTIME ARRESTS, TBR NEED FOR PREVIOUS APPROVAL FROM SENIOR
OFFICERS/MAGISTRATES.

e Supreme Court Bench Views: Supreme Court has said that rigid compliance of night arrest
restrictions could lead to practical difficulties in some cases.

Impact of the Ruling

Legal Protections and Practical Challenges

e No Finality of Safeguards: The ruling is in no way a diminishment of legal safeguards for
women. It rather stresses the requirement of operational enforcement without the police
abusing these provisions.

¢ Though noncompliance with the provision does result in invalidation of an arrest, police must
justify each of their actions.

Future Directions

e The decision flags the need for clearer rules and possibly legislative changes to wrestle with
the uncertainty in the present legislation.

e This might mean making sure that they understand what constitutes "exceptional
circumstances" more clearly and that the legal rights of women are balanced with the practical
demands of policing.

Conclusion

e The Madras High Court's verdict on the arrest of women during the night time highlights the
delicate balance between legal protections and operational exigencies of law enforcement.

e By stating that these provisions are directory, the court has highlighted the significance that
by-laws and police communities must avoid lazy policing practices and operate within the

realm of clear guidelines.
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Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the significance of the Madras High Court’s ruling on the night arrest of women in
the context of legal safeguards under the CrPC and the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS). How does this ruling impact law enforcement practices and women's rights?"

[2.24] AMRSense to analyze Antibiotic Resistance

Syllabus - Health [GS Paper-2]

Context

[IT-Delhi and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) researchers advanced AMRSense, an Al
device that analyzes sanatorium data for real-time antibiotic resistance insights.

About
e This initiative aims to enhance AMR surveillance at the global, national, and hospital levels.

¢ AMRSense leverages medical institution-generated culture sensitivity study reports (blood,
sputum, urine, pus, and many others.) to construct Al-based pipelines, improving
antimicrobial stewardship.

Antimicrobial Resistance

e Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) occurs while micro organism, viruses, fungi and parasites
change over time and not respond to drugs making infections harder to treat and growing the
threat of ailment unfold, severe infection and death.

e Antibiotic resistance is rising as the risk to a successful remedy of infectious diseases, organ
transplantation, cancer chemotherapy and main surgical procedures.

Causes for Antimicrobial Resistance

e Overuse and Misuse of Antibiotics: The immoderate and beside the point use of antibiotics
in people and animals is a prime driving force of antimicrobial resistance.

o A survey on prescribing tendencies for antibiotics released by the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) in 2023 observed that 71.9% of sufferers coming to hospitals
were prescribed antibiotics on average.

e Inadequate Dosage and Duration: When antibiotics are not taken in an appropriate dosage
and for the advocated duration, it may cause incomplete eradication of the focused
microorganisms, allowing the surviving bacteria to increase resistance.

e Self-Medication: Self-prescription without right scientific guidance contributes to the misuse
of antibiotics.

e Antibiotics in Food-Animals: Use of antibiotics as increase promoters in food animals and
fowl is a common exercise and later it evolves inside the food chain.

e Poor Sanitation: A big percentage of sewage is discharged untreated into water bodies,
leading to extreme river contamination with antibiotic residues and antibiotic-resistant
organisms.
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Role of Al in Combating AMR

e Early Outbreak Detection: Al-powered tool examines large-scale medical institution data to
track rising AMR developments, permitting proactive interventions.

o AMRSense predicts resistance patterns and the use of recurring medical institution
statistics, helping in faster decision-making.

e Integration of Data: Al can combine medical institution AMR records with antibiotic sales
information, agricultural antibiotic use, and environmental elements to provide a holistic
method to AMR surveillance and control.

e Overcoming Limitations: Unlike genomic sequencing, that's expensive and time-consuming,
Al fashions use ordinary medical institution statistics to generate cost-effective, actionable
insights.

Challenges

e Data Quality: The accuracy of Al models heavily relies upon the quality and completeness of
available statistics, which can be a significant project in healthcare settings.

¢ Model Accuracy & Validation: Al predictions rely on past developments; unexpected
occasions (e.g., pandemics) can disrupt accuracy.

e Implementation: Hospitals and policymakers face challenges in adopting Al-based AMR
strategies due to regulatory, moral, and technical boundaries.

Conclusion

e Al plays a pivotal role in AMR surveillance, prediction, and stewardship, remodeling public
health responses.

e With proper integration of Al-powered tools, evidence-based regulations can assist combat the
growing threat of antimicrobial resistance efficiently.

Source: The Indian Express
Mains PYQ

1. Can overuse and free availability of antibiotics without Doctor’s prescription, be
contributors to the emergence of drug-resistant diseasesin India? What are the available
mechanisms for monitoring and control? Critically discuss the various issues involved.
(2014)

e IIIT-Delhi and Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) researchers advanced AMRSense,
an Al device that analyzes sanatorium data for real-time antibiotic resistance insights.

e This initiative aims to enhance AMR surveillance at the global, national, and hospital levels.

¢ AMRSense leverages medical institution-generated culture sensitivity study reports (blood,
sputum, wurine, pus, and many others.) to construct Al-based pipelines, improving
antimicrobial stewardship.
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[2.25] Transformation of India’s “Look East” policy into “Act East”

Context

Recently, the Vice-President of India highlighted the transformation of India’s “Look East” policy into
“Act East” by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Historical Context and Evolution

¢ Look East Policy (Post-Cold War Era): Introduced by Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao in
1992, the Look East Policy sought to rectify India’s ancient neglect of Southeast Asia, despite
deep cultural and historic ties.

o Initially focused on Southeast Asia, the policy later increased to East Asia and Oceania.
e Primary Objectives: Enhance change and economic development.

o Strengthen strategic and cultural connections with ASEAN nations.

o Draw suggestions from the economic success stories of East Asia.
¢ Initial Outcomes: Reduction of change limitations to facilitate trade.

o Increased inbound tourism from Southeast Asia.

e Act East Policy (Post-2014): The Act East Policy was a direct evolution of the Look East
Policy, emphasizing stronger motion and outcomes. In 2011, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton entreated India to play a more powerful position within the Asia-Pacific, prompting a
shift in technique.

o In 2014, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj formally declared India was
equipped to “Act East,” a dedication strengthened by Prime Minister Modi.

¢ Key Advancements: more emphasis on concrete motion and effects.
o Integration of Northeast India as a crucial hub for nearby engagement.
o Recognition of the Indo-Pacific as a strategic and monetary priority.
e At the 2014 East Asia Summit, PM Modi brought the 3Cs method:
o Commerce — Expanding alternate and economic ties.
o Culture - Strengthening ancient and cultural linkages.
o Connectivity — Building infrastructure and digital networks for seamless integration.

Objectives and Achievements of Act East Policy
e Strategic Expansion: Extended awareness beyond ASEAN to the broader Indo-Pacific region.
¢ Enhanced defense international relations: Sale of BrahMos missiles to the Philippines.
¢ Economic and Trade Ties: Reduction in trade limitations.
o more economic integration with Southeast Asia through Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).
o Increased foreign investment flows from the region into India.

o India has elevated relations to strategic partnerships with Indonesia, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, Australia, Singapore, and ASEAN.

o India has invited ASEAN countries to sign up for the International Solar Alliance,
emphasizing regional integration and powerful assignment implementation.

e Cultural and Soft Power Diplomacy: Promotion of shared cultural historical past, which
include Ramayana and Mahabharata traditions and Buddhist linkages.

¢ Connectivity: Improved infrastructure development in Northeast India to serve as a gateway
to Southeast Asia.
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Challenges and Areas of development

e Strategic and Economic Challenges: Environmental impact of urbanization and
industrialization in Northeast India.

o China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) provides strong opposition by supplying
attractive monetary incentives to Southeast Asian nations.

o China’s BCIM-EC (Bangladesh, China, India, Myanmar Economic Corridor) poses
aggressive challenges in connectivity and infrastructure.

o Myanmar’s political transition is becoming increasingly more tough for India.

o Despite its strategic geographical proximity to ASEAN countries, the Northeast is not
yet fully included into India’s Bharatmala and Sagarmala tasks.

e Soft Power and Cultural Challenges: China’s claim over Buddhist history challenges India’s
narrative.

e Limited linguistic engagement: Few Indian universities provide publications in Khmer,
Bahasa Indonesia, Thai, or Burmese.

¢ Connectivity Bottlenecks: Delays in infrastructure tasks like the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project.

Conclusion and Way Forward

e The avenue to more Act East Policy would require infrastructure development, investment,
and addressing safety issues to ensure mutual increase and development.

¢ India’s North-East should play an imperative function in strengthening ASEAN-India ties,
profiting from the place’s proximity to South East Asia.

¢ India’s connectivity efforts have to cope with infrastructure gaps and make sure seamless
integration for stepped forward trade and interaction.

e As Southeast Asia becomes increasingly more liable to climate change and non-conventional
security threats, India’s position in local disaster control, climate diplomacy, and maritime
domain cognizance is about to develop.

Source: The PIB

Mains PYQ

1. Analyze internalsecurity threats and transborder crimes along Myanmar, Bangladesh and
Pakistan borders including Line of Control (LoC). Also discuss the role played by various
security forces in this regard. (2020)

e Recently, the Vice-President of India highlighted the transformation of India’s “Look East”
policy into “Act East” by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

e The avenue to more Act East Policy would require infrastructure development, investment,
and addressing safety issues to ensure mutual increase and development.

e India’s North-East should play an imperative function in strengthening ASEAN-India ties,
profiting from the place’s proximity to South East Asia.

e India’s connectivity efforts have to cope with infrastructure gaps and make sure seamless
integration for stepped forward trade and interaction.

e As Southeast Asia becomes increasingly more liable to climate change and non-conventional
security threats, India’s position in local disaster control, climate diplomacy, and maritime
domain cognizance is about to develop.
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[2.26] PWDs concerns over the Data Protection Act

Context

The disability rights activists have raised concerns over positive provisions within the draft Rules of
the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.

Background

e The draft Digital Personal Data Protection Rules aim to protect citizens’ rights for the
protection in their private statistics.

e However, Section 9(1) has raised concerns amongst disability rights activists because it treats
individuals with disabilities (PwDs) the same as children in requiring guardian consent for
information processing.

Key Provisions of the guidelines
e The DPDP Act defines:
o Data Fiduciaries as entities processing personal data.
o Data Principals as individuals whose records are gathered.

o For PwDs, Section 2(j)(ii) includes a “lawful guardian” within the meaning of Data
Principal, efficiently shifting choice-making strength from the PwD to their guardian in
unique instances.

e Section 9(1): It mandates that for PwDs with prison guardians, consent for data processing
needs to be received from the guardian.

Guardianship Laws for PwD

¢ The National Trust Act (NT Act), 1999: Provides complete guardianship for people
diagnosed with autism, cerebral palsy, highbrow disabilities, or intense a couple of
disabilities.

e The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016: Advocates for “restricted
guardianship,” ensuring PwDs maintain decision-making power with guidance.

o The Act aligns with the United Nations Convention at the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD).

Concerns with the Draft Rules

e Denial of Digital Autonomy: Section 9(1) assumes that PwDs with criminal guardians do not
make impartial digital decisions.

¢ Gender and Disability Intersectionality: PwD ladies will face more hurdles, such as
requiring guardian consent for having access to essential services for buying products on-line.

e Data Privacy Risks: Platforms can also gather incapacity-related data even when a guardian
is not involved, elevating issues over needless data collection and ability misuse.

Way Forward

e Provide Clear Guidelines: Introduce particular illustrations and procedural clarifications
within the draft regulations to ensure practical implementation.

e Enhance Digital Accessibility: Strengthen mandates for available digital infrastructure to
lessen systemic obstacles confronted by way of PwDs.
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Promote Digital Literacy: Develop focused applications to empower PwDs with the
capabilities needed for independent online navigation.

Source: The Hindu

Prelims PYQ

1. India is home to lakhs of persons with disabilities. What are the benefits available to
them under the law? (2011)

1.

Free schooling till the age of 18 years in government run schools.

2. Preferential allotment of land for setting up business.

3. Ramps in public buildings.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (d)

The disability rights activists have raised concerns over positive provisions within the draft
Rules of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.

The draft Digital Personal Data Protection Rules aim to protect citizens’ rights for the
protection in their private statistics.

However, Section 9(1) has raised concerns amongst disability rights activists because it treats
individuals with disabilities (PwDs) the same as children in requiring guardian consent for
information processing.

[2.27] Integration of Al in India’s Judiciary

Syllabus - Governance [GS Paper-2]

Context

By integrating Artificial Intelligence (Al) into judicial processes, case management, criminal studies,
and regulation enforcement, India is streamlining operations, lowering delays, and making justice
more available to all.

Applications of Al in India’s Judiciary

Al-Powered Legal Research & Case Management: Al-driven criminal studies equipment like
SUPACE developed by the Supreme Court of India, helps judges in reading considerable legal
records effectively.

Predictive Justice & Case Prioritization: Machine learning algorithms can predict case
outcomes based on past rulings and legal precedents.

Virtual Courts & Al-Powered Dispute Resolution: India has launched E-Courts, permitting
digital hearings and on-line case management.
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e Al-Assisted Translation for Legal Documents: With India’s linguistic range, Al-based real-
time legal translation tools can bridge the language gap in courts, making legal assets handy
in local languages.

Al in Law Enforcement and Crime Prevention

e Al-Powered Surveillance & Facial Recognition: The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network
& Systems (CCTNS) integrates Al-driven facial recognition and predictive policing to:

o Identify suspects using CCTV footage.
o Track lacking individuals and criminals in real-time.
o Enhance public safety with Al-assisted crowd tracking.

e Predictive Policing & Crime Analytics: Al-based totally predictive analytics enables law
enforcement corporations to assume and prevent crimes. Al tools analyze:

o Historical crime statistics to locate crime hotspots.
o Behavioral patterns of repeat offenders.
o Social media and online activities to track cybercriminals.

e Al in Forensic Investigations: Al-driven forensic tool enhance proof analysis, which
includes:

o Voice reputation and deepfake detection in digital investigations.
o Al-assisted DNA and fingerprint matching for faster case decision.
o Cybercrime tracking the use of Al-pushed records forensics.

e Al Chatbots for Public Assistance: Several states have deployed Al-powered police chatbots
to help citizens in:

o Filing FIRs online.
o Tracking case updates.
o Getting felony advice in simple language.

Challenges in Al Adoption in India’s Judiciary and Law Enforcement

o Ethical and Bias Concerns: Al fashions may also inherent biases from ancient judicial facts,
elevating equity and impartiality concerns in legal decision-making.

e Data Privacy & Security: Al-pushed systems require access to substantial legal and crime
databases. Ensuring statistics confidentiality and security is important.

e Infrastructure and Digital Divide: Not all courts and police stations have access to Al
infrastructure, particularly in rural regions.

e Legal and Regulatory Framework: India lacks Al-unique legal frameworks to regulate Al-
driven judicial and regulation enforcement mechanisms.

Government Initiatives for AI Integration
¢ SUVAS & SUPACE (Supreme Court AI):

o SUVAS (Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad Software) for translating Judicial domain
English documents in vernacular languages and vice versa has been advanced.

o SUPACE (Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Court Efficiency) assists Supreme
Court judges in case studies and legal analysis.

e E-Courts (Phase III) Mission Mode Project: It integrates superior Al answers to enhance
case control and administrative performance across courts in India.

o The Union Government allotted ¥7210 Crore for the e-Courts Phase III mission, inside
this, ¥53.57 Crore is particularly earmarked for the integration of Al and Blockchain
technologies throughout High Courts in India.
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¢ CCTNS (Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems): A national Al-enabled police
database to track criminals and coordinate investigations across states.

e Al Task Force & NITI Aayog’s Al Strategy: The NITI Aayog Al Task Force is formulating
guidelines for Al adoption in governance, including judicial and police reforms.

Source: The PIB
Prelims PYQ

1. With the present state of development, Artificial Intelligence can effectively do which of
the following? (2020)

1. Bring down electricity consumption in industrial units
2. Create meaningful short stories and songs
3. Disease diagnosis
4. Text-to-Speech Conversion
5. Wireless transmission of electrical energy
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only
d 1, 2, 3,4 and 5

Ans: (b)

e By integrating Artificial Intelligence (Al) into judicial processes, case management, criminal
studies, and regulation enforcement, India is streamlining operations, lowering delays, and
making justice more available to all.

e Al-Powered Legal Research & Case Management: Al-driven criminal studies equipment like
SUPACE developed by the Supreme Court of India, helps judges in reading considerable legal
records effectively.

e Predictive Justice & Case Prioritization: Machine learning algorithms can predict case
outcomes based on past rulings and legal precedents.

e Virtual Courts & Al-Powered Dispute Resolution: India has launched E-Courts, permitting
digital hearings and on-line case management.

o Al-Assisted Translation for Legal Documents: With India’s linguistic range, Al-based real-
time legal translation tools can bridge the language gap in courts, making legal assets handy
in local languages.
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[2.28] Japan-India-Africa Forum for Africa’s Development

Context

The Japan-India-Africa Forum represents a strategic trilateral collaboration aimed at fostering
sustainable development, economic growth, and infrastructure development in Africa. This
partnership leverages the unique strengths of Japan, India, and African nations to address
challenges and unlock opportunities in one of the fastest-growing regions in the world.

Background and Objectives

The forum builds on the shared vision of Japan and India to promote a free, open, and inclusive
Indo-Pacific region. It extends this vision to Africa, emphasizing the importance of inter-regional
connectivity and cooperation. The primary objectives of this partnership include:

¢ Economic Growth Resilience: Supporting Africa in its hope to achieve economic resilience
and open inclusivity.

e Infrastructure Development: Developing quality infrastructure to facilitate connectivity and
foster industrial growth.

¢ Human Resource Development: Support for capacity building and enhancement of skills in
Africa.

¢ Global South Representation: Hence fortifying Africa's voice on global platforms.

Key Areas of Cooperation
The Japan-India-Africa collaboration focuses on several critical areas:
1. Economic Connectivity:

o The enhancement of trade and investment connections between India, Japan, and
Africa.

o Facilitating India as a business hub and a springboard for Japanese companies in
Africa.

o Balanced supply chain creations in strategic alternatives such as digital technology,
clean energy, and manufacturing.

2. Infrastructure Development:

o Jointly developing quality infrastructure projects under initiatives such as AAGC (Asia
Africa Growth Corridor).

o Prioritizing transport networks, communication networks, and urban planning to
promote connectivity in the region.

3. Skill Development and Education:
o Promote the training of the ever-increasing African workforce in skill-based subjects.
o Facilitate technology transfer and knowledge-sharing programs.

4. Healthcare and Agriculture:

o Having investments in infrastructure and manufacturing to strengthen the health
systems.

o Cooperating on agricultural projects for food security and agriculture sustainability.

Strategic Importance of Africa

Africa is emerging as a key region in the Global South for its vast natural resources, young
demography, and growing markets. It holds contests for the potential of its economy due to indirect
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structural failures, unemployment, and lack of advanced technology. Therefore, the Japan-India-
Africa partnership seeks to overcome:

e Income Generation through Industrial Clusters.
e Providing support for the establishment of Japanese investments in industries in Africa.

e Prioritizing national development projects through a consultative strategy involving African
countries.

Significance for India-Japan Relations

The forum also furthered the bilateral relation between India and Japan by fusing their competitive
strengths:

e Japan: Exceptionally capable in providing financial resources, high-end technology,
experience in development of quality infrastructure.

e India: Furthermore, India holds a strong position with its industrial core, digitalization, and
cultural affinity with Africa.

This partnership shows the synthesis of Japan's Partner for Quality Infrastructure and India's Act
East policy. It also denotes commitment from both parties toward upholding a rules-based
international order against the backdrop of growing geopolitical uncertainties.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

One of the focus themes of the forum is to make use of public-private partnership (PPP) towards
sustainable development. Various approaches have been shared by the participants, namely:

e Encouraging joint financing between Indian and Japanese companies in Africa for the
execution of constructions.

e Creating industrial clusters to facilitate the integration of small and medium enterprises with
the global supply chain.

¢ Instituting financing models to underpin integrated programs relating to achieving economic
competency.

Global Implications
The trilateral partnership has broader implications for global stability and economic governance:
1. Strengthening the Global South:
o Enhancing Africa’s influence in global decision-making platforms like the G20.
o Supporting inclusive growth across developing nations.
2. Geopolitical Stability:

o Promoting a free and open Indo-Pacific region that includes Africa as a vital
stakeholder.

o Countering protectionist trends by fostering multilateral cooperation.
3. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

o Aligning trilateral initiatives with global priorities such as poverty alleviation, climate
action, and gender equality.

Conclusion

The Japan-India-Africa Forum exemplifies a forward-looking approach to international cooperation.
By combining their technological expertise, financial resources, and industrial capabilities, Japan
and India are playing pivotal roles in shaping Africa’s economic future. This trilateral partnership not
only fosters sustainable development but also reinforces global stability by strengthening ties among
key regions in the Global South.
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Source: ddnews
UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Japan-India-Africa Forum:

1. The forum aims to enhance trilateral cooperation between Japan, India, and African
nations in areas such as infrastructure, trade, and capacity building.

2. It is an initiative under the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) framework.

3. The forum primarily focuses on maritime security and defense cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1 only

B) 1 and 2 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1, 2,and 3

Answer: A) 1 only

[2.29] Rising Cancer Deaths Among Indian Women

Syllabus: Health [GS Paper-2]

Context

Cancer-related mortalities among women in India have been on the rise, posing a significant
challenge to public health. This trend is attributed to various factors, including lifestyle changes, lack
of awareness, and inadequate healthcare infrastructure. Understanding these factors and the
strategies to combat them is crucial for policymakers and healthcare professionals.

Current Scenario

e Upsurging Occurrences: There is a growing and alarming incidence rate of cancer among
women in India; breast cancer, cervical cancer, and oral cancer are the most common among
women.

¢ Women mortality: Some studies have shown that the mortality rate related to female cancer
was approximately between 1.2% and 4.4% per annum, which is, of course, demonstratively
higher than the world average occurrence.

Factors Contributing to Rising Cancer-Related Mortalities
Lifestyle Factors

e Obesity and Physical Inactivity: Obesity is a major risk factor for breast cancer. Maintaining a
healthy weight (especially in postmenopausal cases) reduces the risk by a lot.

e Alcohol Consumption and Smoking: These have known disease causation potentials on many
cancers. Significantly reducing drinking and never picking up tobacco will help the primary
care of these lesions.

e Dietary Habits: Food high in processed essences and low on fruits and vegetables are more
often than not attributed to risk for cancers.
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Socioeconomic Factors

¢ Awareness and Education: Lack of awareness about cancer symptoms and screening
methods leads to late diagnosis, which significantly affects survival rates.

e Access to Healthcare: Inadequate healthcare infrastructure in rural areas hinders early
detection and treatment, exacerbating mortality rates.

Environmental Factors

e Pollution: Exposure to environmental pollutants can increase cancer risk. Reducing exposure
to harmful chemicals is essential for prevention.

Strategies for Reducing Cancer-Related Mortalities
Prevention and Early Detection

e The government has started several free cancer screening campaigns, including those focused
on breast, cervical, and oral cancers. Cancers are detected at earlier stages during such
campaigns. This is of course very important for a better outcome for any type of cancer.

e Health Education: Campaigns designed to educate women regarding the potential risks
during early screening activity can greatly decrease the mortality rate.

Improving Healthcare Infrastructure

e Primary healthcare: Slow and steady contamination of primary healthcare may limit
extension of services of cancer prevention and early detection to poor and rural communities.

e Health Professionals Training: There is also a need for healthcare professionals to be
educated on how to offer quality cancer treatment if proper management has to be
maintained.

Policy Interventions

e Legislation and Regulations: Implementing policies to reduce tobacco and alcohol
consumption can help prevent cancer.

e Financial Support: Providing financial assistance to cancer patients can alleviate the
economic burden of treatment.

Conclusion

Addressing the rising cancer-related mortalities among women in India requires a multifaceted
approach that includes lifestyle changes, improved healthcare infrastructure, and policy
interventions. By focusing on prevention, early detection, and comprehensive healthcare delivery,
India can mitigate the impact of cancer on its female population.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. Consider the following statements regarding cancer:
1. Cancer is caused by the uncontrolled growth and division of abnormal cells in the body.
2. The Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine can help prevent certain types of cancer.
3. Air pollution has no known link to cancer development.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 2 only
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[2.30] Impact of Coal Power on India's Agriculture

Context

India's reliance on coal power has long been a cornerstone of its energy policy. However, recent
studies and expert opinions have highlighted the alarming consequences of coal-based energy
production on the environment and agriculture. A notable concern is the significant reduction in rice
and wheat yields, which are vital staples for India's food security.

Coal Power in India: A Brief Overview

Coal remains the dominant source of energy in India, contributing to approximately 70% of the
country’s electricity generation. Despite increasing investments in renewable energy, coal-fired power
plants continue to play a critical role in meeting India's growing energy demands. However, this
reliance comes at a steep environmental and economic cost.

The Environmental Costs of Coal Power

Coal combustion releases harmful pollutants such as sulfur dioxide (SO,), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and
particulate matter (PM). These pollutants contribute to:

e Air Pollution: Deteriorating air quality across major agricultural regions.
e Climate Change: Increased greenhouse gas emissions exacerbating global warming.

e Soil Degradation: Acid rain caused by SO, and NOx altering soil chemistry.

Impact on Rice and Wheat Crops
Decline in Crop Yields

A recent study estimates that air pollution from coal power plants is responsible for reducing rice and
wheat yields by up to 10%. These crops are highly sensitive to environmental changes, particularly
air quality and sunlight availability.

1. Particulate Matter (PM) Blocking Sunlight: Particulate matter released from coal plants
reduces solar radiation reaching the earth's surface, a phenomenon known as global dimming.
This directly affects photosynthesis, leading to stunted crop growth.

2. Ozone Damage: Ground-level ozone, formed by reactions between NOx and volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) under sunlight, damages plant tissues. Rice and wheat are particularly
vulnerable to ozone exposure, which reduces grain size and quality.

3. Soil Acidification: Acid rain resulting from coal emissions alters soil pH levels, reducing
nutrient availability for crops.

Regional Disparities

The impact is more pronounced in states with high concentrations of coal-fired power plants, such as
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and Jharkhand. These regions are also key agricultural hubs for
rice and wheat production, amplifying the economic and social consequences.

Economic and Food Security Implications

Economic Losses

The reduction in crop yields translates into significant economic losses for farmers and the nation:
e Lower agricultural income for farmers.
e Increased dependency on food imports to meet domestic demand.

e Higher food prices affect consumers, especially low-income households.
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Threat to Food Security

Rice and wheat form the backbone of India’s Public Distribution System (PDS) and food security
programs. A 10% decline in their production could lead to:

e Reduced availability of subsidized grains.

e Increased malnutrition among vulnerable populations.

Mitigation Strategies
Transitioning to Cleaner Energy

To mitigate the adverse effects of coal power on agriculture, India must accelerate its transition to
renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and hydropower. This requires:

e Phasing out older coal-fired power plants.
¢ Increasing investments in renewable energy infrastructure.

e Strengthening policies like the National Solar Mission.

Improving Air Quality
Efforts to reduce air pollution can directly benefit agriculture:
1. Implementing stricter emission norms for coal plants.
2. Promoting cleaner technologies like flue gas desulfurization (FGD).

3. Enhancing air quality monitoring systems in agricultural regions.

Supporting Farmers

Farmers need support to adapt to changing environmental conditions:
e Providing access to resilient crop varieties that can tolerate pollution.
e Offering financial assistance for losses incurred due to reduced yields.

¢ Promoting sustainable farming practices like organic fertilizers to counter soil acidification.

Way Forward

India stands at a critical juncture where it must balance its energy needs with environmental
sustainability. The adverse impact of coal power on rice and wheat yields serves as a wake-up call for
policymakers. Addressing this issue requires a multi-pronged approach involving energy transition,
air quality management, and farmer support systems.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the impact of coal-based power generation on India's agriculture. Highlight the
environmental and economic challenges it poses and suggest sustainable alternatives.
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[2.31] National Geospatial Policy

Context

The National Geospatial Policy 2022 places India as a global leader in geospatial technology, ensuring
that location based intelligence powers the state’s progress and prosperity.

About National Geospatial Policy (NGP)

It was introduced by the Centre in 2022 and it replaces the National Map Policy, 2005.

It builds on the Department of Science and Technology (DST) recommendations issued in
February 2021.

These suggestions deregulated the geospatial sector and liberalized the purchase, production,
and access to geospatial data.

It outlines a strategic plan to expand geospatial infrastructure, services, and structures at
each national and sub-national range.

It aims to bolster the region-centric industry to guide the data economy.

A key goal of the NGP is to establish a high-resolution topographical survey and mapping
gadget through 2030, at the side of creating a fairly correct Digital Elevation Model (DEM) for
the entire country.

It aims to force India closer to its imaginative and prescient of a self-reliant “Viksit Bharat” by
2047.

Features

It acknowledges the role of geospatial technology in governance, financial growth, and societal
development.

It promotes self-reliance through empowering Indian groups and lowering dependency on
overseas geospatial data.

It focuses on improving institutional frameworks, coordination, and a vibrant geospatial
atmosphere.

It emphasizes data-pushed resolution-making to modernize infrastructure and improve
governance.

It encourages open access to geospatial statistics and services via geospatial systems.

It is aligned with PM Gati Shakti, which aims to streamline infrastructure development across
sixteen Ministries.

Related Steps

Operation Dronagiri: It was launched in 2024, as a pilot mission to showcase geospatial era
packages in governance, commercial enterprise, and citizen services.

o Initially applied in 5 states (Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Assam, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra).

o It Integrates government, enterprise, and startups for geospatial innovation.

o It facilitates seamless access and sharing of geospatial data for urban planning,
environmental tracking, and disaster management.

Allocations and Trends from the Union Budget 2025

The Government of India has allocated 2100 crore for the National Geospatial Mission.
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e This task goals to broaden foundational geospatial infrastructure and data, playing a critical
position in modernizing land information, urban planning, and infrastructure design

Conclusion

e The National Geospatial Policy 2022 is a tremendous step closer to strengthening India’s
geospatial environment.

e By simplifying data access, promoting innovation, and fostering organization development, the
policy is developing a robust and dynamic geospatial sector that supports governance,
industry, and studies.

Source: The PIB
Prelims PYQ

1. Which of the following is/are the aim/aims of “Digital India” Plan of the Government of
India? (2018)

1. Formation of India’s own Internet companies like China did.

2. Establish a policy framework to encourage overseas multinational corporations that
collect Big Data to build their large data centres within our national geographical
boundaries.

3. Connect many of our villages to the Internet and bring Wi-Fi to many of our schools,
public places and major tourist centres.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (b)

e The National Geospatial Policy 2022 places India as a global leader in geospatial technology,
ensuring that location based intelligence powers the state’s progress and prosperity.

e [t was introduced by the Centre in 2022 and it replaces the National Map Policy, 2005.

e It outlines a strategic plan to expand geospatial infrastructure, services, and structures at
each national and sub-national range.

e It aims to bolster the region-centric industry to guide the data economy.

e A key goal of the NGP is to establish a high-resolution topographical survey and mapping
gadget through 2030, at the side of creating a fairly correct Digital Elevation Model (DEM) for
the entire country.
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[2.32] India-European Commission (EC) Partnership

Context

Recently, a delegation led by European Commission (EC) President Ursula von der Leyen is in India
for a two-day visit exploring a ‘security and defence partnership’.

Historical Context of India-European Commission (EC) Partnership

e 1962: Diplomatic relations between India and the European Economic Community (EEC), the
precursor to the European Union,;

e 1994: Signing of the India-EU Cooperation Agreement;

e 2004: Strategic Partnership, a shift towards deeper collaboration in trade, security, and
international governance.

e 2020: India-EU Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025’°, outlining ambitious dreams for
cooperation in various sectors, such as digital innovation, climate motion, multilateralism,
and international peace.

Economic Cooperation

e Trade: The EU is one in all India’s largest buying and selling companions, accounting for
nearly 11% of India’s total trade, and America (10.8%) and China (10.5%).

o As of 2023, bilateral trade between India and the EU reached about €120 billion.

o The EU is the second-largest destination for Indian exports (17.5% of the total) after
the USA (17.6%), whilst China ranks fourth (3.7%).

¢ Investment and Business Ties: The EU is one of the biggest foreign investors in India, with
cumulative FDI inflows of over $100 billion in sectors including motors, renewable energy, and
information technology.

e Supply Chain Resilience: Both are focusing on diversifying supply chains, especially in
semiconductors, pharmaceuticals, and critical minerals.

e Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Negotiations: The India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
formally called the India-EU Broad-Based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA), has been
under negotiation since 2007.

o It aims to decorate market access, lessen tariffs, and streamline trade policies.

Strategic and Security Cooperation

e Maritime Security: EU’s Global Gateway Strategy and India’s Indo-Pacific Strategy are
running together to ensure unfastened and open sea lanes in the Indian Ocean and the Indo-
Pacific area.

e Counter-Terrorism: The India-EU Counter-Terrorism Dialogue enables intelligence-sharing
and counter-radicalization measures to fight terrorism and cyber threats.

¢ Defense Cooperation: The EU and India are exploring deeper defense collaboration, along
with joint military exercises, cybersecurity cooperation, and technology-sharing agreements.

Climate trade and Sustainable Development

e India-EU Clean Energy and Climate Partnership: Focuses on renewable power, energy
efficiency, and inexperienced financing.

e International Solar Alliance (ISA): The EU actively supports India’s ISA initiative, which
aims to promote solar energy deployment worldwide.
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EU-India Green Hydrogen Partnership: Aims to accelerate the use of inexperienced hydrogen
in industrial sectors to lessen carbon emissions.

Technology and Digital Transformation

India-EU Digital Partnership: Focuses on 5G, synthetic intelligence (Al), and cybersecurity to
beautify digital connectivity.

Data security and Privacy: India and the EU are discussing frameworks to align information
security legal guidelines, ensuring a steady digital surroundings.

Research and Innovation: India’s participation in Horizon Europe, the EU’s flagship research
software, fosters collaboration in technology, biotechnology, and health sciences.

Geopolitical and Multilateral Engagement

G20 (India hosted the G20 Summit in 2023 with strong EU participation);

United Nations (India helps EU’s function in international governance);

World Trade Organization (WTO) (Both advocate for fair trade practices);

Challenges in the India-EU Partnership

Trade Barriers: Tariff and non-tariff barriers, especially in the agriculture, automobile, and
pharmaceutical sectors, have slowed FTA negotiations.

Human Rights and Labor Standards: The EU has raised concerns over exertions rights,
environmental standards, and digital governance in India.

Geopolitical Divergences: India’s neutral stance at the Russia-Ukraine conflict has brought
about a few diplomatic tensions with EU nations.

Regulatory Hurdles: Differences in data privacy laws, intellectual assets rights (IPR), and
digital taxation require similar negotiation.

Future Prospects

Expansion of India’s function in EU-led global projects, inclusive of the Global Gateway and
climate financing projects.

Conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade Agreement in the coming years.
Enhanced security cooperation, together with joint defense production.

Stronger collaboration in area generation and Al-pushed innovation.

Source: The Indian Express

Prelims PYQ

1.Consider the following statements: (2023)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The ‘Stability and Growth Pact’ of the European Union is a treaty that

limits the levels of the budgetary deficit of the countries of the European Union
makes the countries of the European Union to share their infrastructure facilitie
enables the countries of the European Union to share their technologie

How many of the above statements are correct

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
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(c) All three
(d) None

Exp: (a)

Recently, a delegation led by European Commission (EC) President Ursula von der Leyen is in India
for a two-day visit exploring a ‘security and defence partnership’.

The EU is one in all India’s largest buying and selling companions, accounting for nearly 11%
of India’s total trade, and America (10.8%) and China (10.5%).

The EU is one of the biggest foreign investors in India, with cumulative FDI inflows of over
$100 billion in sectors including motors, renewable energy, and information technology.

Both are focusing on diversifying supply chains, especially in semiconductors,
pharmaceuticals, and critical minerals.

The India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA), formally called the India-EU Broad-Based Trade
and Investment Agreement (BTIA), has been under negotiation since 2007.

[2.33] Union Cabinet Approves Revised Waqf Bill

Context:

The Union Cabinet recently approved amendments to the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, paving the
way for its introduction in the second half of the Budget Session of Parliament. This legislative move
has sparked debates due to its significant implications for the management and regulation of Waqf
properties in India.

Background of the Waqf (Amendment) Bill

The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, was introduced in the Lok Sabha by Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju in August 2024. It seeks to amend the Waqgf Act of 1995, which deals with Waqf
properties-charitable endowments under Islamic law. The amendments are proposed so that
the management of these properties becomes modern and more efficient while recognizing
age-old concerns relating to transparency and misuse.

In August 2024, these provisions of the Bill were sent for detailed examination to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) under the chairmanship of BJP MP Jagdambika Pal. The
report was presented to Parliament on January 30, 2025, and various recommendations were
approved by the Cabinet on February 19, 2025.

Key Features of the Revised Waqf Bill
Empowerment of Women and Minorities:

Two Muslim women shall henceforth become mandatory members of State Waqf Boards and
the Central Waqgf Council.

Representation from the Muslim OBC shall henceforth become mandatory on State Waqgf
Boards.

Streamlining Registration and Management:

The Bill attempts to better facilitate registration of Waqf properties through use of technology.

It aims to promote transparency and governance mechanisms to prevent the misuse of Waqf
properties.
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Special Provisions for Communities:

Separate Waqf Boards may be set up for specific communities like Aghakhani and Bohra
Muslims.

Women shall now protect under family waqfs (Waqf Alal-Aulad) their inheritance rights,
ensuring equal distribution of property for all heirs.

Inclusion of Non-Muslim Members:

At least two non-Muslim members shall be appointed to the State Waqf Boards.

Government officers can determine whether any property comes under Waqf.

Renaming of the Act:

Renamed as the UMEED Bill, the proposed new name embodies the broader ideas that the Bill
wishes to address.

Legislative Journey and Controversies

Opposition Criticism: Opposition parties have strongly opposed the amendments, arguing
that they undermine the autonomy of Waqf Boards and interfere in religious matters. They
have labeled parts of the Bill as "unconstitutional" and an attempt to centralize control over
Muslim charitable properties.

Amendments Rejected: Of the 44 amendments proposed by various members, only 14—
primarily from BJP and NDA lawmakers—were accepted. All amendments suggested by
opposition MPs were rejected during clause-by-clause discussions in the JPC.

Protests in Parliament: The JPC report was tabled amid uproar and walkouts by opposition
members on February 13, 2025. Allegations were also made regarding removal of dissent
notes submitted by opposition MPs without their consent.

Implications of the Revised Wagqf Bill

1. Enhanced Governance: The proposed reforms aim to address inefficiencies in managing Wagqf
properties by introducing stricter regulations and modernized processes.

2. Empowerment of Women: By mandating female representation on Waqf Boards, the Bill
promotes gender inclusivity within an otherwise male-dominated framework.

3. Potential Centralization: Critics argue that provisions allowing government officials to
determine property status could lead to excessive centralization and undermine community
autonomy.

4. Community-Specific Provisions: Special provisions for Aghakhani and Bohra communities
reflect an effort to accommodate diversity within Muslim subgroups.

Conclusion

The revised Waqgf (Amendment) Bill represents a significant step toward reforming laws governing
Muslim charitable properties in India. While it seeks to enhance transparency and inclusivity,
concerns over government interference highlight potential challenges in its implementation. As
Parliament prepares to deliberate on this contentious legislation, its impact on minority rights and
property governance will remain under close scrutiny.

Source: The Indian Express

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Q. With reference to the Wagqf Bill, consider the following statements:

1. The Wagqf Bill aims to regulate and manage waqf properties in India.
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2. Under the Bill, waqf properties can be sold or transferred with the approval of the
central government.

3. The Bill proposes the establishment of a National Waqf Tribunal for dispute resolution.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer- B

[2.34] Maternity Entitlements in India

Syllabus: Health [GS Paper-2]

Context

Maternity entitlements in India are crucial for ensuring the health and well-being of pregnant women
and their newborns. Despite legal frameworks like the National Food Security Act (NFSA) and the
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), the implementation of these benefits remains
inadequate.

Legal Framework for Maternity Benefits

The National Food Security Act (NFSA) of 2013 mandates a minimum financial aid of ¥6,000 per
child for pregnant women, excluding those in the formal sector. Adjusted for inflation, this amount
should be at least ¥12,000 today. However, the implementation of this provision has been
incomplete, leaving many women without these essential benefits.

Challenges with the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)

The PMMVY was launched in 2017 for maternity benefits to pregnant women. There are numerous
constraints of somewhat restrictive nature:

¢ Inadequate Benefits: PMMVY gives %5,000 for the first child, less than what the NFSA allows.
Very recently, the benefits for a second child were extended only in the event of a girl.

¢ Low Coverage: Resulting in very low coverage, contrary to initial expectations. It reached 36%
in coverage in 2019-20 but has now dwindled to below 10 in 2023-24.

¢ Implementation Constraints: All Aadhaar-related payment failures, software problems, and
protracted procedures lead to significant delays and even exclusions.

Effects of PMMVY: The shortcomings of PMMVY are heavily loaded with implications for maternal
health in India. Nothing during the entire course of pregnancy is sufficient for women to afford good
nutrition and prenatal care that can, among other things, lead to higher levels of maternal mortality.
In addition, the restrictive eligibility criteria and bureaucratic hurdles to accessing application
procedures for PMMVY discourage many eligible women to apply further aggravating health
inequalities.

Lessons from Successful State Initiatives

¢ Tamil Nadu's Muthulakshmi Reddy Maternity Benefit Scheme: The scheme provides
18,000 per child, with plans to increase it to ¥24,000, while 84% coverage was successfully
achieved in 2023-24. The success of the scheme can be attributed to greater financial support

and a less onerous application process.
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e Odisha's Mamata Scheme: This provides ¥10,000 per child, which was doubled right before
the 2024 elections, while the coverage was 64% in 2021-22. The successful side of the scheme
has been its effective implementation with lesser interference from bureaucracy as compared
to PMMVY.

Stark Inequality Between Formal and Informal Sectors

¢ Formal Sector Maternity Benefits: Women in the formal sector are given 26 weeks' paid
maternity leave under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961. This is more than the 14-week WHO
norm. Yet, this remains an extension to a very small section of the workforce.

¢ Informal Sector Neglect: Women working in the informal sector, who are the majority of the
workers, receive only ¥5,000 as benefits under PMMVY, often after running into complex
procedural hurdles. Such mismatches starkly express the need for intensive policies and
reforms in this area so that maternity benefits do attain universal access.

Need for Policy Reform

e Full Implementation of NFSA Provisions: PMMVY needs to work in accordance with NFSA
for maternity entitlements to become universal. This entails increasing the amount of benefit
granted to at least 12,000, indexed to inflation.

e Budgetary Enlarging: The budget must increase drastically so that it can cover a larger
percentage of births. A budget of around %12,000 crore each year can actually purport to
achieve about 90% coverage.

e Simplification of Process: These two changes will greatly improve fund access: abolition of
first-child restrictions and easing of Any Aadhaar-linking procedures. Unfettered access is
very vital: this is another intentional reform we will push for.

e Transparency and Accountability: Regular publication on coverage and utilization of funds,
including compliance with RTI provisions, will prompt effective public scrutiny and genuine
accountability.

Conclusion

Maternity entitlements in India face significant challenges, particularly with the implementation of
PMMVY. While states like Tamil Nadu and Odisha have shown promising results with their schemes,
there is a pressing need for national-level reforms. Ensuring adequate funding, simplifying
procedures, and aligning PMMVY with NFSA provisions are essential steps towards providing
comprehensive maternity benefits to all eligible women. This not only upholds their rights but also
contributes to broader social and economic benefits, ultimately enhancing maternal and child health
in India.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) aims to provide maternity benefits and
improve maternal and child health outcomes in India. Critically analyze the scheme’s
effectiveness in achieving its objectives. What challenges does it face, and what measures can
be taken to improve its implementation?
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[2.35] Incineration of Union Carbide's Toxic Waste

Context

The Bhopal gas tragedy, which occurred on the night of December 2-3, 1984, is considered one of the
world's worst industrial disasters. The leak of toxic methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas from the Union
Carbide India Limited (UCIL) pesticide plant resulted in thousands of immediate deaths and many
more in the aftermath. For over 40 years, the toxic waste from the site remained untreated, posing
significant environmental and health risks to the local community.

Background of the Waste Disposal Issue

The disposal of toxic waste from the Bhopal gas tragedy site has been a contentious issue for
decades. Despite numerous attempts and legal directives, the waste remained at the site,
contaminating the soil and groundwater. In recent years, the Madhya Pradesh High Court
intervened, ordering the state government to dispose of the waste safely.

Trial Incineration Process

e Legal Framework and Orders: In January 2025, the Madhya Pradesh High Court directed
the state government to transport 337 metric tonnes of toxic waste from the UCIL site in
Bhopal to an incineration facility in Pithampur, Dhar district, for safe disposal. The court
mandated that the waste be incinerated in three trial batches of 10 tonnes each, with the first
batch starting on February 27, followed by subsequent batches on March 4 and March 10.

e Technical Aspects of Incineration: The incineration process involves controlled combustion
at high temperatures to neutralize hazardous components and reduce waste volume. The
facility in Pithampur uses a two-chamber incinerator, with temperatures reaching up to 850°C
in the first chamber and 1,150°C in the second. The waste is mixed with lime to maintain an
optimal calorific value during incineration, and flue gases are treated with sodium sulphide to
minimize emissions.

e Safety Protocols and Supervision: The incineration process is supervised by senior officials
from the Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control Board (MPPCB) and the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). Strict safety protocols are in place, including the use of personal protective
equipment (PPE) for workers and continuous monitoring of air quality and emissions.

Challenges and Concerns

e Local Protests and Resistance: The decision to incinerate the waste in Pithampur faced
significant resistance from local residents, who expressed concerns about potential
environmental and health impacts. Protests and attempts at self-immolation were reported,
leading to delays in the incineration process.

e Environmental and Health Risks: Incineration can release harmful pollutants like dioxins
and heavy metals if not properly controlled, posing risks to air quality and public health.
Despite assurances from authorities, activists and locals remain skeptical about the safety of
the process.

¢ Incomplete Cleanup: Critics argue that the current disposal efforts address only a fraction of
the total toxic waste, with underground pollutants continuing to contaminate groundwater.
Activists demand that Dow Chemicals, the successor company to Union Carbide, take
responsibility for the complete cleanup.
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Conclusion and Future Directions

The trial incineration of Union Carbide's toxic waste marks a significant step towards addressing the
environmental legacy of the Bhopal gas tragedy. However, it also highlights ongoing challenges and
concerns regarding safe waste disposal and corporate accountability. Ensuring that the incineration
process adheres to strict safety standards and addressing the broader environmental impacts will be
crucial for mitigating risks to local communities and ecosystems.

Source: The Hindu
UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. The Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984, caused by the leakage of toxic methyl isocyanate (MIC)
from Union Carbide’s pesticide plant, remains one of the world’s worst industrial disasters.
Discuss the environmental and health impacts of Union Carbide’s toxic waste. What legal and
ethical responsibilities should corporations have in managing hazardous waste to prevent such
disasters? (250 words)
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