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Context

The Indian naval warship INS Kolkata successfully prevented a pirate attack and rescued 17
crew members. The attack involved a ship called MV Ruen, which had been taken over by
Somali pirates in December 2023. 35 pirates surrendered as a result of the operation.

Maritime Crisis in the Arabian Sea

In a striking demonstration of maritime prowess, the Indian Navy recently concluded a
tense 40-hour standoff in the Arabian Sea. 
This incident involved the hijacking of a merchant vessel, MV Ruen, by 35 Somali
pirates, culminating in their surrender and the successful rescue of 17 crew members.

Hijacking of MV Ruen

MV Ruen encountered an attack from pirates off the coast of Somalia and was
seriously injured. It is responsible for a famous activity in this area, and pirates
hijacked the ship in December 2023.
Pirates fired right above, daunting and perilous, they got over the crew and husbandry,
using the ship to continue their activities. The scourge of the pirates in MV Ruen,
during which time they posed a clear and present danger made the security situation
very worrisome for the marine vessels in the area.
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Indian Navy’s Strategic Operation

Deployment of INS Kolkata: Therefore, reacting to one of the SOS signals, Indian Navy
assigned its modern technology vessel, INS Kolkata. This led India to register its
presence as a powerful maritime player showing its readiness for undertaking missions
within the framework of international law and the importance of these areas for its
maritime security.
Strategic Approach: The Navy was to apply a deliberate approach of diplomacy and
tactful positioning. Staying far enough to restrain the escalation of the case, INS
Kolkata has managed to watch and evaluate the taken ship, so efforts to its rescue can
be made.

Crucial Standoff

40 Hours of Tension: The face-off made us see how potent a power is endurance and
resistance. One of the balances that the Indian Navy should do is reacting immediately
in rescuing the crew and the war at the same time.
Operational Challenges: Confronting the unforeseen situations as a hostage
negotiation at sea, the Navy was tackling problems ranging from confusing pirate
behaviour to protecting the hostages from getting harmed.

Dramatic Rescue and Capture

Rescuing the Crew: Demonstrating the determination to save lives, the Navy promptly
initiated an evacuation. The forces attached to special operations were the ones who
boarded MV Ruen with their surprise and precision for the mastery of the pirates attack
and seizing of the vessel successfully.
Capturing the Pirates: The fact that the pirates had 35 of their number captured was a
major victory. This manifested a gradual maturity and demonstration of a significant
capability of the Navy to handle such high stake issues effectively even without any
casualties.

Global Impact

Ensuring Crew Safety: In the aftermath, attention went to extending medical or
psychological assistance to the crew members who had gone through a traumatic
experience. Through organising their safety was at the forefront of our minds.
Legal Proceedings: Consequently, the pirates were taken to the judicial process in
order to hopefully discourage other foreign scallywags and highlight the demand of
maritime law.
Reinforcing Maritime Security: Being maritime security in the Arabian Sea now was
catalysed only by this event. The resolution accentuates the fact that the problem of
piracy should be intensified and the international partnership should be cooperated.

Challenges

Ensuring Hostage Safety: The paramount challenge was to keep the 17 hostages



unharmed.
Unpredictable Pirates: Dealing with the unpredictable behaviour of the pirates
required careful strategy.
Complex Tactical Planning: Crafting a plan suitable for the unique and risky maritime
environment.
Operational Secrecy: Maintaining secrecy to ensure the element of surprise was crucial
for mission success.
Combat in Confined Spaces: Preparing for potential close-quarters combat within the
tight spaces of a ship.
Navigating International Jurisdiction: Addressing legal and political complexities in
international waters.
Logistical Coordination: Managing logistics like supplies and communications for the
prolonged operation.
Post-Rescue Management: Handling medical, legal, and diplomatic matters post-
rescue.

Conclusion

The successful resolution of this standoff is a testament to the Indian Navy’s operational
excellence and strategic acumen. It serves as a reminder of the continuous threats in
international waters and the importance of maintaining a strong and responsive naval force.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the strategic, tactical, and diplomatic implications of the recent successful
operation by the Navy to rescue 17 crew members from a hijacked vessel. Evaluate
the operation in the context of maritime security challenges and international
cooperation.
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