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Context

India recently conducted a successful test of the Agni-V Missile, which is equipped with MIRV
technology and has the ability to carry multiple warheads. This test, known as Mission
Divyastra, signifies a major advancement in India’s defence capabilities.

Details

e Introducing the MIRV technology in the Agni-V missile, an important leap in the
protection mechanisms of India stood out forcefully.

 This success must be taken as an example of the self-reliant Indian defence production
in missile technologies, along with the strategic national ability in this regard which can
be touted as an accomplishment for the nation in the strategic defence sector.

Key Points

« Indigenous Development: Agni-V missile is one the pieces of evidence for India’s need
of autonomy in the defence sphere. Agni-V is a weapon that shows India’s willingness
to confront anyone in the world. It asserts India’s prolific capabilities in the matter of
rocketry.

 Global Standing: Respectively, India has joined the countries whose military possess
ICBMs, such as the United States or Russia, thanks to the successful exercise of Agni-V
and therefore has become a more advanced country. America is relinquishing global
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leadership as India is establishing itself as the dominant player in the international
arena.

e Defence Modernization: This is why the third stage of India’s defence systems
integration with its democratic trends of indigenization is in sync with the fast military
technologies’ growth around the world.

Technical Specifications

» Range and Capabilities: Agni-V is an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) with a
range of over 5,000 kilometres. It is capable of delivering a payload with high precision
and is designed to enhance India’s strategic deterrence.

» MIRV Technology: The incorporation of MIRV technology allows Agni-V to carry
multiple nuclear warheads, each of which can be directed to a different target. This
significantly increases the missile’s effectiveness and the complexity of interception by
enemy defence systems.

Strategic Significance

» The Agni-V missile system has created a stepping stone for the Indians to develop
greater strategic capacity to concentrate their strike power on certain zones in line
with their intended reach.

« It is the final step of the Indian nuclear triad thus the country armors itself with the
nuclear weapons, which could be fired by both air, sea, and land but strengthen
national security.

» Along with this, it is granting strategic autonomy in the defence affairs of India,
thereby enabling India to cut down the use of external technologies and help it be
more visible in the Indian Ocean Region.

» Not only does it qualify for accounts for a limited strike capacity, but it does this to
ensure equal limits on the strategic balance.

» The MIRV development technology is an unprecedented feature of India’s multifaceted
missiles and the country’s R&D applications in missile systems.

 All in all, India strives to build up the capabilities of missile systems like Agni-V and
enhance the national strategic defence.

Challenges

» Regional Stability: The deployment of Agni-V could heighten tensions in the region,
particularly with neighbouring countries like Pakistan and China. There is a risk of
escalation and a potential arms race.

* Global Diplomacy: Balancing the advancements in missile technology with
international relations and diplomacy is a challenge. India needs to reassure the
international community about its commitment to “No First Use” (NFU) of nuclear
weapons.

» Technology and Security: Ensuring the security and reliability of the technology,
including safeguards against cyber threats and accidental launches, is crucial.



Conclusion

Agni-V, featuring MIRV technology, represents India’s nuclear advancement and strategic
defence enhancement. It raises India’s stature but also challenges regional stability and
international affairs. India’s focus is on responsible global management of defence
developments, ensuring global peace.
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