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Railway Protection Force launches nationwide “Operation AAHT”

Railway Protection Force has launched a nationwide operation to curb human trafficking. As
part of “Operation AAHT”, special teams will be deployed on all long-distance trains/routes
with focus on rescuing victims, particularly women and children, from the clutches of
traffickers. The Railways, which operate about 21,000 trains across the country daily, is the
most reliable mode of transportation for the traffickers who often moved their victims on
long-distance trains. The RPF that recued more than more than 2,000 women and children
between 2017-21 from the clutches of traffickers intensified the crackdown on human
trafficking with the increasing number of cases. The National Crime Records Bureau registers
about 2,200 cases of Human Trafficking cases on an average each year.

SOURCE: The Hindu

AIM, NITI Aayog, and USAID collaborates under SAMRIDH initiative

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog, and the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) announced a new partnership under the Sustainable Access to
Markets and Resources for Innovative Delivery of Healthcare (SAMRIDH) initiative, which
aims to improve access to affordable and quality healthcare for vulnerable populations in
tier-2 and tier-3 cities, and rural and tribal regions. A release issued by NITI Aayog on
Tuesday said that in 2020, USAID, IPE Global, and stakeholders from the Indian government,
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academia, and the private sector developed the innovative SAMRIDH blended finance facility
to combine public and philanthropic funds with commercial capital to create and rapidly
scale market-based health solutions.

SOURCE: The Hindu

EAM S Jaishankar meets SL Foreign Minister in Delhi

The people of Sri Lanka “increasingly recognise” that India is a true friend that Sri Lanka can
rely on at all times, Foreign Minister G.L. Peiris has said, thanking India for the $ 2.4 billion
assistance at a “critical juncture” for the island nation in the midst of an economic crisis. Mr.
Peiris on Tuesday concluded his two-day visit to New Delhi, where he met External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, and Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla. His visit coincides with India releasing urgent financial assistance to Sri
Lanka since the beginning of this year, including a $400 million currency swap, a $500
million loan deferment, a Line of Credit for $500 million for fuel imports and another $ 1
billion currently under negotiation.

SOURCE: The Indian Express

Centre issues new media accreditation guidelines for journalists

The Central government on Monday released the Central Media Accreditation
Guidelines-2022, under which the accreditation will be withdrawn or suspended if a
journalist acts in a manner prejudicial to the country’s security, sovereignty and integrity,
friendly relations with foreign States, public order or is charged with a serious cognisable
offence. Among the other circumstances under which the accreditation can be
withdrawn/suspended are actions prejudicial to decency, or morality, or in relation to
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence. According to the guidelines,
accredited media persons have been prohibited from using the words “Accredited to the
government of India” on public/social media profile, visiting cards, letter heads or on any
other form or any published work.

SOURCE: Hindustan Times


