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India re-elected to UNHRC for the term of 2022-24

India was re-elected to the U.N. Human Rights Council for the 2022-24 term on Thursday
with an overwhelming majority in the General Assembly, with New Delhi’s envoy describing
the election as a “robust endorsement” of the country’s strong roots in democracy,
pluralism and fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution. The 76th UN General
Assembly held elections on Thursday for 18 new members of the U.N. Human Rights Council
who will serve for a period of three years, starting in January 2022. India got 184 votes in
the 193-member assembly, while the required majority was 97.
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India slips to 101st rank in Global Hunger Index 2021

India has slipped to 101st position in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 of 116 countries,
from its 2020 position of 94th and is behind its neighbours Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal.
Eighteen countries, including China, Brazil and Kuwait, shared the top rank with a GHI score
of less than five, the website of the Global Hunger Index that tracks hunger and malnutrition
said on Thursday. The report, prepared jointly by Irish aid agency Concern Worldwide and
German organisation Welt Hunger Hilfe, termed the level of hunger in India “alarming”. In
2020, India was ranked 94th out of 107 countries. Now with 116 countries in the fray, it has
dropped to 101st rank.
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Armies of India and USA holding exercise “Yudh Abhyas” in Alaska

India and the US will kickstart a 15-day mega military exercise in Alaska from Friday to
further deepen bilateral military cooperation. The 17th edition of the exercise “Yudh
Abhyas” will be conducted at Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson in Alaska from October 15 to
29, the Indian Army said on Thursday. The Indian contingent at the exercise will comprise
350 personnel of an infantry battalion group of the Indian Army. It said the exercise will
focus on “combined arms manoeuvres in cold climatic conditions and is primarily aimed at
sharing tactical level drills and learning best practices from each other”. The Indo-US
defence ties have been on an upswing in the last few years.
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India-U.S.A. Economic & Financial Partnership Dialogue held

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and her American counterpart, Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen, met on Thursday, October 14, 2021 for the eight Ministerial meeting of the
U.S.-India Economic and Financial partnership. Also in attendance were Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell and RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das (attended virtually). The Ministerial
held a session dedicated to climate finance for the first time, as per a joint statement. In the
run up to the UN Climate Change Conference ( “COP26”) in Glasgow at the end of the
month, India has been pushing for rich countries to meet their Paris Accord climate finance
commitment of $100 billion per year.

SOURCE: The Hindu


