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* One box of six Gulaal Gota balls is sold for Rs 150,
which is much costlier than water balloons.

* A Gulaal Gota is a small ball made of lac, filled with * Usually, the whole family of artisans is engaged in this

dry gulaal. . work, including women.
« Weighing around 20 grams when filled with gulaal, | —— About (|  Economicsinvolved « For Manihaars, lac bangles are the main source of

these balls are thrown at people on Holi, getting i sustenance as making Gulaal Gota is a seasonal work.

smashed to bits on impact. + Artisans say that the bangles are eco-friendly as they

are made without any chemicals.

« Local artisans say that making Gulaal Gotas involves
first boiling the lac in water to make it flexible.
« After shaping the lac, colour is added to it. At first

« Jaipur has of late become a hub of many factories
where cheap, chemical-based bangles are made with

red, yellow, and green are added as other colours g'f“f"“l"l‘ '“b‘ | dier than th factured
h e « Original lac bangles are costlier than the manufactur
can be obtained through their combinations. N N
« After the processing Is done, artisans eat the las It Making — Gulaal Gota ~ Falling demand | o Hence, the demand for lac-only bangles has
allen.

is then blown into a spherical shape with the help of
ablower called “phunkni”.

« Then, gulaal is filled in the balls before they are
sealed with lac.

« Many of the community’s younger members are also
more interested in taking up blue-collar jobs instead of
artisan work.

« The government of India has given artisan cards to the

— lac bangle and Gulaal Gota makers, allowing them to
) " avail benefits from government schemes.
« Lac is brought from Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.
9 " garn — Support by the govt — « Many artisans have gone to different parts of the world
* AspertheC State Skill to showcase their art
Authority's website, the female scale insect Is ( ; TASEXAM . .com « In a bid to save the tradition, some Gulaal Gota makers
one of the sources of lac. . have demanded a Geographical Indicati X
P e

* To produce 1kg of lac resin, around 300,000 — Raw Material
insects are killed.

* The lac insects also yield resin, lac dye and lac -
wax.

« Gulaal is usually purchased from the market.
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