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Context

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has taken a transparent and proactive stance in the
enforcement of the_Model Code of Conduct (MCC) during the first month of its operation.
This move is unprecedented and reflects the Commission’s commitment to ensuring a level
playing field for all political parties and candidates during the election period.

Model Code Conduct

e The Model Code of Conduct (MCC)is a set of principles which the Election Commission
of India (EC) has developed to lay down the conduct expected of political parties and
candidates during campaigns and polling seasons.

» Though there are no set rules in regard to the MCC, its implementation by the ECI
since its revision in the early 90s makes it enforceable.

» The ultimate goal is to conduct elections envisaging a level playground and at the
same time keeping away any unfull tactics.

o MCC comprises rules on speeches, public speaking, polling stations and procedures,
and election conduct to support the integrity of the democratic process.

« |t covers the entire period from election announcement to the declaration of election
result, and such elections include not only parliamentary and state levels, but even
municipal level ones.
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Details on the Issue

Transparency Initiative

» The EClI's action describes the ECI’s decision to make accountability of its enforcement
action the undeclared reason but a self-imposed measure acts as a proper
transparency facilitator.

« This is one of the many projects carried out by the Commission, where they focus on
ensuring that the filtering process is safequarded and the parties and candidates are
given fair and equal conditions to operate.

Compliance with MCC

» The ECI has pronounced itself pleased with the comprehensive upholding of the
democratic norms, standards, and procedures by political parties and candidates.

» The campaigns have been conducted the way the establishment of the concept was
done with utmost attention to detail, a cleaner electoral scenario.

Monitoring and Vigilance

» The Commission has been watchful in detecting shoddy trends and definitely, it has
been keen to identify specific off-colour candidates and suspicious techniques.

» The undeniable confrontation of the offensive attitude of the public toward females and
their serious social stand is taken.

Accountability Measures

» The ECI has placed the onus on party chiefs and presidents to ensure that their
members maintain decorum and refrain from disrespectful commentary.

» The enforcement of the MCC has been characterised by responsiveness and firmness,
as promised by the Chief Election Commissioner, Shri Rajiv Kumar.

Legal and Judicial Considerations

« As the ECI implements the_ MCC, it has been very cautious not to interfere with the
court process.

» The Commission itself is a strong supporter of the party and candidate level playing
field and has continued to comply with the bothly entitlements.

Enforcement Actions

 Such action may include requesting immediate fact-checks on hate speech or issuing
warning letters to candidates or political parties. In addition, fines may be imposed for
failure to comply with the code.

e The Commission received the first communications in the first month from
representatives of 16 delegations representing 7 political parties, accusing the MCC's
actions of breaking the regulations.
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Future Outlook

« Strengthening Enforcement: Vigorous enforcement of the MCC is the ECI's focus which
would involve partnering with other statutory bodies and the application of tech
solutions for good monitoring results.

» Legal Reforms: The debating points may include giving MCC legal provisions that would
in turn make it enforceable and to fine people if non compliance occurs.

» Public Awareness: Bringing more of the public qualified about the MCC and how it plays
a role in safeguarding the conduct of elections is one area that can be centred on by
ECI.

» Technology Integration: For example, the ECI can be geared towards more complex
things and can use advanced technologies like artificial intelligence and data analytics
to track and address the violations more efficiently.

» Collaboration with Social Media: Managing social media position in order to prevent a
wide spread of fake news and hate speeches during election periods, should be one of
the most important tactics.

Conclusion

The ECI's actions in the first month of enforcing the MCC guidelines set a standard for future
elections. By making their enforcement actions public, the ECI shows a commitment to
transparency and fairness. Their measures aim to uphold the integrity of the electoral
process, treating all parties and candidates fairly and maintaining a respectful campaign
environment that aligns with democratic principles.

Source: PIB

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the significance of the Election Commission of India’s stance on the
enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) during elections. Analyse the
challenges faced by the ECI in ensuring compliance with the MCC and evaluate the
effectiveness of its enforcement mechanisms.
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