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« The Dandi March, also known as the Salt Satyagraha, was a large non-violent protest event led by
Mahatma Gandhi in March-April 1930.

« The march was the first performance in an even broader campaign of civil disobedience (satyagraha).

« Gandhi fought against British rule in India starting in 1931. This gained Gandhi

Build-up

among the Indian population and considerable global attention.

* OnMareh 12,1930, Gandhi and 78 satyagratis sot outon foo fr the cosstal vllage of Dandin Gujarats
ct, 385 kn fom thir starting point at Sabarmai Ashram. The istday's 21 km march ended
by village., crow

Entering each village, crowds greeted the m:n:hels ooty ‘beating of drums and cymbal

jht they slept outside. The only thing that was asked of the villagers was food and water for

ng.
* Gandhi & would bring the p , which was
necessary for the final victory.

« Arriving at the Dandi coast on April 6, Gandhi raised the salt mud and declared: "Here shakes The
foundations of the British Empire.

« He boiled it in sea water, creating illegal salt.

« He asked thousands of his followers to do the same. making salt at the sea "wherever convenient” and
instructing villagers in making the illegal but necessary salt

for sovereignty

On February 5, 1930, newspapers reported that Gandhi had launched a civil disobedience in defiance of]
the salt laws. The salt satyagraha began on March 12 and ended in Dandi when Gandhi violated the salt
laws on April 6. Gandhi chose April 6 to begin the mass violation of the salt laws for a symbolic reason -
it was the first day of lean-l Week, began in 1919 when Gandhi invented the National hartal (strike)
against the Rowlatt A

Gandhi prepared the slob-l media for the march by making regular tatements from the Sabarmati
Ashram, at his regular prayer meetings and contacting the p

For the actual march,
So he recruited marchers not from members of the Congress Party, but from the residents of his
ashram, who were trained according to Gandhis strict standards. discipline.

The 24-day march would pass through 4 districts and 48 villages.

2.In March 1930, Gandhi wmte o the viceroy, Lord vk, offering 9 cancel the march I vin mot

X imitation of military
expenditue, imposition of a ax on foreign cloth, and tax o he removalof sat

The Viceroy rejected the possibility of a "salt protest”. When he ignored the letter and refused to meet
Gandhi, the march was started..

Timeline Reasons Behind

M L India as millions broke the salt laws by making salt or buying

illegal salt.

Gandhi continued to fight the salt tax for the next two months, calling on other Indians to

break the salt laws through civil disobedience.
d and imprisoned, including Jawaharlal Nehru in April and Gandhi

himself in early May when he informed Lord Irwin of his intention to march on the nearby salt

‘works of Dharasana.

News of Gandhi's arrest led to tens of thousands joining the satyagraha.

‘The march to the salt factory continued as planned on 21 May, led by the poet Sarojini Naidu,

‘and many of the approximately 2,500 peaceful protesters were attacked and beaten by the

police.

Gandhi was released from detention in January 1931 and began negof

the goal was to end the satyagraha campaign.

A ceasefire was later declared and confirmed in the Gandhi-Irwin Pact signed on March 5, 1931,

ions with Lord Irwin.

The production and marketing of salt in India had long been a lucrative British monopoly.
Several laws prohibited Indian residents from producing or selling salt on their own, and instead
required Indians to buy expensive, heavily taxed salt, which was often imported.

This had an impact. the great majority of Indians who were poor and could not afford

Indian protests against the salt tax began in the 19th century and remained a major po]nt of contention
during British rule.
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