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Significance Concerns
« They are food for bigger fish like striped bass and weakfish; marine « Removal of such large quantities of fish from the bay is degrading
mammals including whales and dolphins; and birds like bald eagles, the ecosystem, making it harder for species like osprey and striped
great blue herons and brown pelicans. bass to survive and thrive.
« They are nutrient-rich, a good source of omega-3 fatty acids. » The decline threatens to disrupt coastal and marine food webs and

« They are a mainstay of the commercial fishing industry. affect thousands of fishing businesses.
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